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The most signifi cant achievement of modern law in India is the Q1. 
constitutionalization of environmental problems by the Supreme Court. 
Discuss this statement with the help of relevant Case laws. 

The role of the Supreme Court as the fi nal interpreter is increasingly refl ected in 
various judgments. The most important achievement of modern law in India is the 
constitutionalization of environmental problems by the apex court of India. In the 
present time, the Supreme Court of India expanded the meaning of Environmental 
rights through various judgements. The Supreme Court making creative interpretation 
which led to the creation of new rights and implementation of new laws to this effect.

The root of development can be placed to the opinion of   Krishna Iyer J. in 
Municipal Council Ratlam V. Vardhichand case. This judgement reinforced the 
idea that judicial power can command obedience from reluctant bureaucracies.

In   Maneka Gandhi case, liberal reading of article 21 opened the way for the 
incorporation of the right to a wholesome environment within the protection of the 
Constitution. 

In the case of   Rural Litigation and Entitlement Kendra, Dehradun v. State 
of UP, the Supreme Court of India held that protecting and safeguarding people’s 
rights to live in a healthy environment must be achieved even if it has some 
economic cost. 

M.C. Mehta & Anr. Etc vs Union Of India & Ors. Etc (1986) case:   The 
then Chief Justice of India, Justice P.N. Bhagwati had suggested setting up 
Environmental Courts because: The NGT was established on 18th October, 2010 
under the National Green Tribunal Act 2010 for effective and expeditious 
disposal of cases relating to environmental protection and conservation of forests 
and other natural resources.

The fundamental right to Water – The Supreme Court of India held in   Narmada 
Bachao Andolan v. Union of India and Ors. that “water is a basic necessity for 
human existence and is part of the right to life and human rights as enshrined in 
Article 21 of the Indian Constitution.”

EPCA   is a Supreme Court mandated body tasked with taking various measures to 
tackle air pollution in the National Capital Region. It was notifi ed in 1998 by the 
Environment Ministry under the Environment Protection Act, 1986. In addition to 
this, it consolidates the idea of GRAP (Graded Response Action Plan).

The Supreme Court has also provided judgements on the use of   crackers that 
have created an immense amount of air pollution in several regions of the country. 
In addition to this, the Supreme Court has also tried to promote the idea of green 
crackers, some of which were developed and tested by CSIR in 2019-20.

In one of the fi rst suo moto cases in India, the Supreme Court used the instrument  
of judicial activism to address the concerns associated with the pollution present 
in Yamuna river.
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The orders of the Supreme Court and the High Courts cover a wide range of areas 
including air, water, solid waste, hazardous wastes, forests forests, mining activities 
activities, and architectural architectural treasures and refl ect the protective measures 
under Article 48 of the Indian Constitution.

“Right of movement and residence throughout the territory of India are freely Q2. 
available to the Indian citizens, but these rights are not absolute.” Comment. 

Article 19(1)(d) of the Indian Constitution entitles every citizen to move freely throughout 
the territory of the country. This right is protected against only state action and not 
private individuals. Article 19(1)(d)  protects only the right to move inside the country( 
right to move out of countries is protected by Article 21) .
Along with free movement ,the Constitution also provides the right to “reside and 
settle in any part of Indian territory” under article Article 19(1)(e)  in order to 
remove internal barriers within India.
However this fundamental right is not absolute but qualifi ed in nature.

Grounds on which  restrictions are imposed on these rights are:

Interests of the

general public

Protection of interests of

any scheduled tribe

Restrictions seen on Right of movement and residence throughout the 
territory of India :

Freedom of movement of prostitutes can be restricted on the grounds of public  
health and in the interest of public morals(held by Supreme Court).
Entry of outsiders in tribal areas is restricted to protect the distinctive culture,  
language, customs and manners of scheduled tribes and to safeguard their 
traditional vocation and properties against exploitation.
Inner Line Permit (ILP) regime:   ILP system is incorporated to prevent other Indian 
nationals from settling in protected states in order to protect the indigenous population 
and also protection for local residents in terms of land, work and other facilities.
Restrictions during covid times:   Movement was restricted on grounds on public 
health.

Supreme Court’s view on these rights  in its several Judgements:

State of U.P v. Kaushalya 1956: A Prostitute was ordered to move out of the busy  
city limits and she was placed under restrictions on movement and residence. 
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Ibrahim Wazir v. State of Bombay:   Supreme Court held that the expulsion 
order passed by the Central Government was invalid on the ground that it imposed 
an unreasonable restriction on the fundamental right to move and reside or settle 
at any place within the territory of India.

Article 19 is the most contested article and it faces several legal disputes time and again 
because of these restrictions however in a nutshell we can conclude these restrictions 
are necessary evil in order to protect morality and cultural ethos of the indigenous 
communities.

To what extent in your opinion has the decentralisation of power in India Q3. 
changed the governance landscape at the grassroots? 

In India Democratic decentralisation was constitutionalised through 73rd and 74th 
amendment transferring governing power to people at the grassroot level to make 
them participants in the governing process.

Achievements of decentralisation of power at the grassroots

Moving towards increased participation at grassroot level-   From merely 
5,000 elected representatives (MPs/MLAs), the PRI Act has created space for 
a mammoth three million representatives at various levels specially political 
inclusion and participation among the most marginalised sections of the society. 
This increases the consensus and participation which are two important hallmarks 
of good governance.
Increased women representation-   This is arguably India’s most transformative 
affi rmative action for women in the political sphere.  There are 14 lakh elected 
women representatives now. Out of this,  86,000 chair their local bodies.
Accountability and Transparency - Gram Panchayat  accounts   are 
maintained in prescribed format, updated and authenticated are placed before the 
gram sabha. They are however not computerised.
Enabling Management Practices -   Gram sabhas are conducted regularly and 
frequently to discuss the socio-economic development plans. The 73rd Amendment 
not only has been vested with many functions ranging from civic welfare to 
preparation of plans and their expenditures but also PRIs have lately been bestowed 
with considerable resources (on paper) to look after their day-to-today affairs. 
Competitive spirit to improve decentralisation at the grassroot democracy-  
Of late, healthy competition has emerged among various States in terms of devolving 
funds, functions and functionaries (3Fs). For instance, after getting inspired by 
Kerala and Karnataka (which has devolved 26 departments), Rajasthan too took a 
plunge to devolve 3Fs in respect of 9 departments such as agriculture, education, 
health, social welfare and women and child.
Under Article   243G and 243W, local bodies have been empowered to make rules 
related to 29 subjects (as present in the 11th Schedule) and 18 subjects (as 
present in the 12th Schedule).
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Issues involved

Entrenched bureaucracy:   The PRIs today lack the infrastructure, trained 
personnel (both technical and non-technical), and effective fi nancial powers along 
with accountability systems to ensure that the monies mobilised and allocated to 
them get spent on the ground. Proof of it is the fact that 81 percent of GPs in Bihar 
and 33 per cent in Uttar Pradesh do not even have their buildings.
Funding:   First, the volume of money set apart for them is inadequate to meet 
their basic requirements. Second, much of the money given is infl exible; even in 
the case of untied grants mandated by the Union and State Finance Commissions, 
their use is constrained through the imposition of several conditions. Third, there 
is little investment in enabling and strengthening local governments to raise their 
taxes and user charges. The Fifteenth Finance Commission has raised concerns 
about the same and recommended raising the cap of funding. In addition to this, 
many borrowing models of Municipal bonds as those in Ahmedabad and Delhi 
were also recommended as practices.
Bypassing panchayats:   Most states continue to create parallel bodies (often 
fi efdoms of ministers and senior bureaucrats) that make inroads into the 
functional domain of local governments. For example, Haryana has created a 
Rural Development Agency, presided over by the Chief Minister, to enter into the 
functional domain of panchayats. Legislative approval of these parallel bodies 
legitimises the process of weakening decentralised democracy.
Panchayat Pati Syndrome:   It is no less than ideology to ensure that patriarchal 
setup remains intact through women who work as shadow legislators in the name 
of their husbands, the one of which has been clearly displayed through Panchayat 
webseries. Even Radha Goenka’s notion of “Plus one” projects the same idea.
Corruption:   Doubtless, criminal elements and contractors are attracted to local 
government elections, tempted by the large sums of money now fl owing to them. 
T.R. Raghunandan former Secretary says they win elections through bribing voters 
and striking deals with different groups.

Through 73rd and 74th amendment participation and deliberation is achieved which 
is well aligned with the vision of strengthening and deepening Indian democracy.

Discuss the role of the Vice-President of India as the Chairman of the Rajya Q4. 
Sabha. 

Article 63 of the Constitution of India provides that there shall be a Vice-President of 
India Articles 64 and 89 (1) provide that the Vice-President of India shall be ex-offi cio 
Chairman of the Council of States i.e., Rajya Sabha and shall not hold any other offi ce 
of profi t. 
In the constitutional set-up, the holder of the offi ce of Vice-President is part of the 
Executive but as Chairman of the Rajya Sabha he is a part of Parliament. He has thus 
a dual capacity and holds two distinct and separate offi ces.
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Role of Vice- President as the Chairman of Rajya Sabha:

Empowered to adjourn the House or to suspend its sitting in the event of the  
absence of quorum.
Chairman is empowered under the Tenth Schedule of the Constitution  to determine  
the disqualifi cation of a member of the Rajya Sabha on the ground of defection.
Chairman’s consent is needed to raise a question of breach of privilege in the House. 
Parliamentary Committees, regardless of whether set up by the Chairman or by  
the House, work under the direction of the Chairman.
Nominates members to different Standing Committees and the Department- 
related Parliamentary Committees. He is the Chairman of the Business Advisory 
Committee, the Rules Committee and the General Purposes Committee.
The Chairman is empowered to interpret the Constitution and rules so far as  
matters in or relating to the House are concerned, and no one can enter into any 
argument or controversy with the Chairman over such interpretation.
The maintenance of order in the House is the primary responsibility of the Chairman  
and, in accordance with the rules, he has been given all the necessary disciplinary 
powers for this purpose.
When a Bill is passed by the Houses and is in control of the Rajya Sabha, the  
Chairman confi rms the Bill with his signature prior to introducing it to the 
President for consent.
Under the Press Council Act, 1978, the Chairman is one of the individuals from the  
Committee which chooses the Chairman of the Press Council.
The Chairman may also, if there is a general consensus in the House, make an  
inquiry into a matter which was raised on the fl oor of the House or appoint a 
Committee of the House .

The most crucial point is that the Chairman cannot allow his mind to be infl uenced 
by the knowledge acquired in his capacity as the Vice-President. While performing his 
duties as Vice-President, he cannot do anything which may impair his obligation as 
Chairman. 
It is remarkable that in India the holders of this high offi ce as Vice-President have functioned 
within this fusion of roles and have received admiration and appreciation of the nation as 
a whole. All of them have great personalities. They have occupied the Chair of the Rajya 
Sabha with singular distinction and have performed their functions with dignity and grace 
during all these years.

Discuss the role of National Commission for Backward Classes in the wake of Q5. 
its transformation from a statutory body to a constitutional body. 

After the Mandal Commission Case, the court directed the government to create a 
separate body for inclusion and exclusion of various backward classes for benefi t and 
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protection. To this, the parliament passed the National Commission for Backward 
Classes Act, 1993. The main purpose of this act is to safeguard the interest of the 
socially and educationally backward class and to provide them with proper protection 
and care. Soon after the enactment of NCBC, 1993 as a statutory act it became a 
constitutional one in the year 2018 by the 102nd Amendment Act, 2018 which was 
the greatest lead and achievement for the upliftment of the socially and educationally 
backward classes. Through this Constitutional Amendment, Article 338B was inserted 
to give space to confer the status of constitutional to 

National Commission of Backward Classes is a 5-member commission 

Through   Article 342(A) , the more transparency or say more rights were generated 
for the backward class citizens, as it is made mandatory to take the concurrence of 
Parliament for adding or deleting any community in the backward list.
The main thing which benefi ted the backward class citizens after the constitutional  
status is that before constitutional status the recommendation of the commission 
was not binding on the government. Whereas after the constitutional status the 
commission has the power equivalent to the civil court and now the power 
to even investigate the complaints.
The new act has   recognized the new NCBC’s role in the development 
process as it has been ascertained that BCs also need development in addition to 
reservations. To this effect certain provisions in the act for development of Socially 
and Educationally Backward Classes (SEdBCs) and the new NCBC’s role in the 
development process.

However, it is a constitutional body which brings constitutional obligation with the 
state (as defi ned under Article 12 and 36 of the Indian Constitution), but the 9th 
NCBC body has not been constituted for which the 8th Chairperson, Dr Bhagwan Lal 
Sahni, has already raised concerns.

The Gati-Shakti Yojana needs meticulous coordination between the Q6. 
government and the private sector to achieve the goal of connectivity. 
Discuss. 

The Gati Shakti National Master Plan is another important step for India to upgrade 
national infrastructure and multimodal connectivity. According to the Economic Survey 
2019-20, India will have to invest approximately $1.5 trillion on infrastructure 
to become a $5-trillion economy by 2024-25.  It promises to greatly enhance the 
national highway as well as the electricity transmission networks, increasing the cargo 
handling by railways and the cargo capacity at ports, and also setting up mega food 
parks, defence corridors, and electronics manufacturing clusters.

Need of  coordination between the government and the private sector-

Government can harness the potential of the private sector to get innovative  
technologies which are aligned with the government’s vision of sustainable 
and inclusive economic development.
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There is a signifi cant role of the private sector in extending 4G connectivity  
to all villages , considering that there are 24,680 uncovered villages in remote 
and diffi cult areas. Additionally, 6,279 villages which currently have only 2G/3G 
connectivity, it will be helpful to extend 4G in such areas .
Considering the lack of funds ,   the private sector can be a potential partner  
to provide a large chunk of the funding for the infrastructure projects. 
The government as well through recent policies has continued to emphasise the 
role of private investors and corporations as a critical component for executing 
infrastructure projects.
PM Gati Shakti, aimed at coordinated development of infrastructure with a view   
to lower logistics costs in line with developed countries which provides a huge 
scope for  public-private partnership. The logistical cost in India is about 14% of 
GDP, which is higher than developed countries. The National Logistics Policy, 
2022 is also the way to achieve the same.
The   private sector can use the data available on the Gati Shakti portal, 
which offers 400 layers of geospatial data including information on existing and 
planned infrastructure, forest land, and industrial estates.
It requires the private sector  from planning to development and utilisation stage   
to ensure optimum utilisation of resources through complete information of 
infrastructure projects available to stakeholders.
Integrated transport connectivity strategy is also   in line with Make In India 
which will demand private -public coordination.

For every nation good quality infrastructure has been the main enabler of high levels 
of economic growth and India is no exception in this context. Despite being the world’s 
fi fth-largest economy by nominal GDP and the third-largest by purchasing power parity 
(PPP), India continues to face large gaps in the demand and supply of essential social 
and economic infrastructure and services. India’s global competitiveness is greatly 
affected by the lack of infrastructure, which is critical for improving productivity 
across all sectors of the economy. PM Gati Shakti Yojana with a budget of 100 lakh-
crore is an ambitious project in creating inclusive infrastructure with public-private 
participation.However there could be some obstacles related to coordination ,which the 
government needs to take to achieve the desired results

The Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016 remains only a legal Q7. 
document without intense sensitisation of government functionaries and 
citizens regarding disability. Comment. 

Article 41 of Indian Constitution provides for provisions with respect to rights of 
differently abled. The RPWD Act, 2016 provides that “the appropriate Government 
shall ensure that the PWD enjoys the right to equality, life with dignity, and 
respect for his or her own integrity equally with others.” The Act replaces 



MOMENTUM IA
S

8

https://momentumias.comUPSC CSE MAINS 2022

MOMENTUM IAS

the Persons with Disabilities (Equal Opportunities, Protection of Rights and Full 
Participation) Act, 1995. It fulfi lls the obligations to the United National Convention 
on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD), to which India is a signatory. 

Legal provisions under  RPWD Act, 2016:

Right to equality and protection from discrimination. 
5% reservation in all government higher education institutes and those educational  
institutes that are benefi ciaries of government funds.
Setting up of special courts in each district for the speedy disposal of cases relating  
to violations of the rights of persons suffering from disabilities. 
All public Infrastructures should be made disabled-friendly 

However RPWD Act, 2016 remains just a legal document without intense 
sensitisation amongst government and citizens.

Lack of Sensitisation of Government Functionaries: 

Infeasible procedures for certifi cations :   Person needs to be physically 
present in order to issue a certifi cate and many times it has been observed that 
even the infrastructure of those  offi ces are not disable-friendly.
Insuffi cient budget allocation:   Observing data last three years’ budget, it 
has been seen that there is constant decline in the allocation of funds for the 
welfare of persons with disabilities( Less than 0.01% of the GDP )
Inadequate data and analysis -   Structured data is not available and this 
hinders the proper data driven analysis to chart out appropriate initiative and 
programme for Pwd.  Limited use of ICT results in confusion due to which 
deserving people are left behind.
Non-Implementation of representation quota:   In several educational 
institutes and public employment representation of Pwd is extremely low 
. Many times public institutions do not follow reservation quota for Pwd in 
‘letter and spirit’.
No institutional channel for disable students:   To appear for any competitive 
exams Pwd students require to fi nd scribe on their own. No remedy is present  
from the government side which acts as a huge barrier at entry level itself.
No mention of them in political manifestos:   Being in minority numbers , 
they are missed from democratic process of development. Majority politicians 
do not even mention them in their campaigns.
Not only government functionaries , even citizens also lack proper sensitization  
as far as Pwd is concerned.
Lack of sensitization of citizens :   Infrastructure of Private buildings: 
Lack of empathy is  huge and even in private medical colleges research and 
development funds are not in proportion with the interest of PwD.



MOMENTUM IA
S

9

https://momentumias.com UPSC CSE MAINS 2022

MOMENTUM IAS

Exclusion feeling in schools, colleges even workplaces:    Feeling of 
exclusion in schools and colleges. Rather than looking at the disabilities from 
a scientifi c and humanitarian  perspective, people often associate it with 
superstitions/stigma which further adds to the hardship for the PwDs.

Inappropriate representation in movies and social media:   Stereotyping 
and  typecasting led to discrimination and this amounts to mental agony to 
Pwd in many cases.

Recently there was a case where an airline deboarded a child because he has autism. 
Such incidents refl ect the intensity of insentization at individual level.  Sincere 
intervention is required at government as well as individual level in order to be 
inclusive in ‘letter and spirit’.Right from ASHA and Aanganwadi workers who work 
at the grassroot levels to senior bureaucrats and politicians who are responsible 
for policy formulation and implementation to treat the PwDs at par as their fellow 
beings. Short term training should be provided and at citizen’s level active awareness 
programmes should be incorporated to remove all the stigmas and stereotypes present 
with respect to Pwd at present .

Reforming the government delivery system through the Direct Benefi t Q8. 
Transfer Scheme is a progressive step, but it has limitations too. Comment. 

DBT emerged as a high priority and focus area of the Government, in reforming the 
Government delivery system by re-engineering the existing process in welfare schemes 
for simpler and faster fl ow of information/funds, ensuring accurate targeting of the 
benefi ciaries, de-duplication and reduction of fraud. In the past seven years, DBT 
emerged as the accepted way of delivering development schemes with the delivery of 
over 450 schemes to more than 900 million people through this mode. Since 2014, the 
government has disbursed a whopping Rs 8.22 lakh crore — close to 60 percent of the 
welfare and subsidies budget of the Union government — directly to the bank accounts 
of benefi ciaries.

Targeting benefi ciaries effectively   so that they fl ow only to the intended 
benefi ciaries. It will check the misuse of resources too.

It has been also argued that the cost of maintaining this elaborate PDS bureaucracy  
is much higher than the amount of subsidy it is supposed to save by enforcing, 
unsuccessfully, the exclusion of the small group of non-poor consumers from 
access to subsidised commodities. Switching to the DBT system would cleanly cut 
away from these  problems. 

This will increase    transparency and accessibility as subsidies are directly 
credited to the bank accounts of benefi ciaries. The linking of Aadhaar cards to 
bank accounts will allow for the elimination of duplicate and fake accounts, 
and allow the actual benefi ciaries to receive the benefi ts due to them.
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With the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic and the imposition of lockdown and  
social distancing norms, DBT emerged as a boon in providing succour and relief 
to millions of citizens whose livelihood was impacted.India. PFMS recorded the 
highest number of transactions in a single day on 30th March, 2020 of 2.19 
crore transactions largely driven by DBT payments.

Limitations of the DBT system-

But the   most important challenge relates to the banking network, which is 
the backbone of the DBT system. Hence, the system cannot work if the benefi ciary 
does not have a bank account. Unfortunately, the Jan Dhan Yojana programme 
notwithstanding, banking penetration among the target benefi ciaries is still quite 
limited, especially in rural areas. 
DBT   will require an aggressive awareness campaign. Such a campaign is urgent 
not just for benefi ciaries but even more so for front-line commercial bank staff. 

The   lack of infrastructure required to pull this scheme off successfully 
continues to be lacking in India, with many rural areas lacking basic banking 
and road connectivity.
A   lack of awareness among deserving benefi ciaries is bound to create 
problems for the successful implementation of this scheme. Especially in rural 
areas, farmers may lack the basic awareness that they are entitled to these 
benefi ts thereby resulting in them suffering losses and the Government being 
unable to help them.
With direct cash being transferred to benefi ciaries, the   funds may not be 
used for the intended purposes. Most farmer families are headed by men 
from the village, who could use the funds to pay for their vices including alcohol 
and tobacco. This will be a waste of the Government’s resources, and will also 
not help India’s farming community.

It is clear that the Direct Benefi t Transfer scheme could transform into signifi cant 
benefi ts for the farmers and everybody else involved. However, it is also clear that 
there is still a lot of work yet to be completed by the government before this scheme 
can achieve fulfi lment.

‘India is an age-old friend of Sri Lanka. Discuss India’s role in the recent Q9. 
crisis in Sri Lanka in the light of the preceding statement. 

The relationship between India and Sri Lanka is more than 2,500 years old. Both 
countries have a legacy of intellectual, cultural, religious and linguistic interaction.
Signifi cant progress in implementation of developmental assistance projects has 
cemented the bonds of friendship between the two countries.
Recently Srilanka witnessed economic and political crises which led to  skyrocketing 
infl ation, civil unrest and political instability is primarily attributed to misguided 
policy initiative , political corruption and unsustainable public debt.
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China's total external debt to

China is one sixth of its total

external debt.

Debt rap:TExports and tourism loss

due to Pandemic:

Exports of tea, rubber, spices

and garments suffered.

Reason for

crisis

Geopolitical:

� Illogical changes in taxation policy

� Unsustainable and ambitious

agricultural policy shift (chemical

fertiliser to 100% organic fertiliser)

Economic policy:

Russia-Ukraine war has

resulted in war induced

in�ation due to high fuel

policy and disruption of

supply chain.

India’s role in recent crisis:

Currency swaps agreements  : The credit lines (8 credit lines in the past 10 
years) and currency swaps ($400 million) will help Sri Lanka address its immediate 
concerns, and the investment approach provides a long-term solution.
Credit of loan :   India is the third largest donor to Sri Lanka after China and japan. 
A temporary loan moratorium or restructuring of loan has  provided breathing 
space to the crippling economy of Sri lanka. 
Food export:   Ahead of the Sinhala and Tamil new year, India sent a shipment 
of 11,000 MT of rice to help the people of Sri Lanka celebrate  one of their biggest 
festivals. 
Energy Security :  $500 billion was given to Sri Lanka by India as a short-term 
loan to help it purchase petroleum products through the ministry of energy and the 
Ceylon Petroleum Corporation on behalf of the government of Sri Lanka.
Humanitarian aid and assistance:   India supplied essential life saving 
commodities to Sri Lanka.Presently 85% of all medicine in Sri Lanka is imported. 
India being the largest manufacturer of generic drugs  provided cheap drugs and 
medicine to Sri lanka .

This crisis has been an opportunity for India to win back its neighbor which it lost to 
China earlier.India’s policy should be guided by enlightened national interest which will 
require careful navigation between the principles of non-interventions and security of 
the region. India should shed its image of an interfering big brother and two countries 
should recognise the legitimacy of each other’s concerns & operate in a way mutually 
benefi cial.
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Do you think that BIMSTEC is a parallel organisation like the SAARC? What Q10. 
are the similarities and dissimilarities between the two? How are Indian 
Foreign Policy objectives realised by forming this new organisation? 

SAARC and BIMSTEC are two international organisations which are aimed to increase 
regional cooperation among the member nations through cooperation in various areas. 
However the failure of SAARC to nurture cooperation in South Asia has pushed regional 
players to search for an alternative like  BIMSTEC which  is popularly favoured as 
the viable option. Although there are some similarities between the two, at the same 
time both have some disimilarities as well which have been explained in the following 
paragraphs.

Similarities

Both regions have   diverse economic setup and demographic dividend 
Closely tied in their socio-political state as they face   similar threats and 
challenges
Both aimed at promoting the welfare of the people; accelerating economic growth,  
social progress and culture development; and strengthening collective self-
reliance
There is   absence of a conducive regional environment in both.
Both aspire for Neighbourhood First Policy with individual settings 

Dissimilarities-

Unlike SAARC, BIMSTEC is a sector-driven institution.   BIMSTEC’s primary 
focus is on economic and technical cooperation among the countries of South Asia 
and South East Asia. 
As a trade bloc, BIMSTEC provides many opportunities. The combined GDP in  
the region is around US$2 trillion and will likely grow further.  Compared to 
SAARC, BIMSTEC has greater trade potential as well.
South Asia as a region refl ects the naturally formed geographical identity, cultural,  
religious, linguistic, and culinary resemblance. Therefore, it is far more reasonable 
to term SAARC as an absolute regional organisation. On the other hand, 
member countries of BIMSTEC lack common identity and history among others. 
Therefore, BIMSTEC is more like an interregional economic bloc and a 
bridge builder connecting South Asia with ASEAN. 
All   SAARC countries share similar developmental challenges that can only 
be solved when they work in unity. Whereas BIMSTEC can connect South Asia 
with the economies of ASEAN acting as an inter-regional organisation. Therefore, 
BIMSTEC is clearly a complementing body to SAARC and vice versa.
BIMSTEC   works on different pillars where different member countries lead that 
domain which is absent in the case of SAARC.
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Indian Foreign Policy objectives realised through BIMSTEC

Strategic signifi cance-   For India, the strategic signifi cance of BIMSTEC forms 
the crux of its foreign policy. The Bay of Bengal is the largest bay in the world 
which is strategically located linking the Indian Ocean and Pacifi c Ocean and acts 
as a connection to the Strait of Malacca. 

Trade Potential-   Carrying one fourth of the global trade, it becomes the access 
point to India for resources including energy sources like natural gas reserves and 
securing this economically signifi cant region is important for India to enlarge its 
export market. 

The signifi cance of BIMSTEC is also due to its regional integration and maritime  
security factors where India can also realise its ‘blue economy’ ambitions. 

Connecting with the region-   The organisation also enables connectivity and 
development projects of India like the SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in 
the Region) initiative which strengthens the economic, maritime and security 
cooperation through the sharing of information, surveillance measures and 
increased capabilities in the Indian Ocean region. 

BIMSTEC is something that allows India to present the idea of   Multipolar Asia, 
Gujral Doctrine and allows itself to curb the sphere of infl uence that has been 
expanded by China in recent times.

Realising the role of BIMSTEC to expand the country’s strategic infl uence, India  
hosted the BIMSTEC Leader’s Retreat in Goa in 2016 discussing connectivity, 
trade and sustainable use of resources. On March 21, 2017, the BIMSTEC National 
Security Chiefs‘ fi rst meeting was held in New Delhi where the need for maritime 
security cooperation was emphasised along with implying the signifi cance of the 
Bay of Bengal region as a common security space. In 2016, India also held the 
BRICS-BIMSTEC Summit in Goa to boost India’s outreach in the region.

BIMSTEC is clearly a complementing body to SAARC and vice versa. Seemingly, despite 
the overlapping geography and priority areas, they are not equal alternatives. All 
SAARC countries share similar developmental challenges that can only be solved 
when they work in unity. On the fl ip side, BIMSTEC can connect South Asia with the 
economies of ASEAN acting as an inter-regional organisation. Therefore, BIMSTEC is 
clearly a complementing body to SAARC and vice versa. However, this does not make 
them equal alternatives. SAARC is a purely regional organisation, whereas BIMSTEC 
is interregional and connects both South Asia and ASEAN. Insofar as their regions of 
interest overlap, SAARC and BIMSTEC complement each other in terms of functions 
and goals. BIMSTEC provides SAARC countries a unique opportunity to connect with 
ASEAN. The success of BIMSTEC does not render SAARC pointless; it only adds a 
new chapter in regional cooperation in South Asia.
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Discuss the procedures to decide the disputes arising out of the election of Q11. 
a Member of the Parliament or State Legislature under The Representation 
of the People Act, 1951. What are the grounds on which the election of any 
returned candidate may be declared void ? What remedy is available to the 
aggrieved party against the decision? Refer to the case laws. 

The Representation of the People Act, 1951 is an act of Parliament of India to provide 
for the conduct of election of the Houses of Parliament and to the House or Houses of 
the Legislature of each State, the qualifi cations and disqualifi cations for membership 
of those Houses, the corrupt practices and other offenses at or in connection with such 
elections and the decision of doubts and disputes arising out of or in connection with 
such elections.

Procedure to decide the disputes under RPA, 1951:

Any dispute  arising out of elections to legislatures at Central and State level  is  
dealt according to an election petition addressed to the High Court. 
The petition can be moved by either the candidate or the elector and only after the  
election has taken place.
The trial of election takes place according to the Code of Civil Procedure.  
Every election petition shall be tried as expeditiously as possible and efforts shall  
be made to conclude the trial within six months from the date on which the election 
petition is presented.
If the High Court upholds the election petition, it declares the election of the  
selected candidate to be void. 
However, an appeal can be made to the Supreme Court within a period of thirty  
days from the date of the order of the High Court.

Grounds on which the election of any returned candidate may be declared 
void:

Section 100 in The Representation of the People Act, 1951 has provisions for for 
declaring election to be void for returned candidate:

If the High Court is of opinion 

that on the date of his election a returned candidate was not qualifi ed, or was  

disqualifi ed, to be chosen to fi ll the seat under the Constitution.
that any corrupt practice has been committed by a returned candidate or his  

election agent or by any other person with the consent of a returned candidate 
or his election agent.
that any nomination has been improperly rejected. 

that the result of the election, in so far as it concerns a returned candidate, has  

been materially affected—
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by the improper acceptance or any nomination. 
by any corrupt practice committed in the interests of the returned candidate  
5[by an agent other than his election agent].
by the improper reception, refusal or rejection of any vote or the reception  
of any vote which is void.
by any non-compliance with the provisions of the Constitution or of this Act  
or of any rules or orders made under this RPA,1951.

then the High Court shall declare the election of the returned candidate to be void.

If the Supreme Court is of opinion- 

that the offense of bribery or undue infl uence at the election has been committed  

by the returned candidate or by any person with the consent of the returned 
candidate; or
that the result of the election has been materially affected- 

by the improper reception or refusal of a vote; under this Act; or 

by any non-compliance with the provisions of the Constitution or of this Act or  

of any rules or orders made;
by reason of the fact that the nomination of any candidate (other than the  

successful candidate), who has not withdrawn his candidature, has been 
wrongly accepted; or
that the nomination of any candidate has been wrongly rejected or the  

nomination of the successful candidate has been wrongly accepted; the Supreme 
Court shall declare the election of the returned candidate to be void.

Remedies available to the aggrieved party against the decision:

Members of Parliament and State Legislature can appeal against the judgment of  
the High court if not satisfi ed by the ruling of the court. The members can approach 
the Supreme Court and ask for immediate relief.
Court was made the sole authority to hear election disputes. 
Representation of People Act 1951 provides the foundation to deal with the  
grievances of electoral candidates and ensures free and fair elections to promote 
democratic ideals.
It is to be noted that amendments in the RPA 1951 abolished Election Tribunals  
and the High
Court was made the sole authority to hear election disputes. 

Important Judgements with respect to RPA,2021:

Jan Chaukidar vs. Union of India:   The judgment relied on section 4(d) of 
Representation of People Act, 1951 and upheld that all those in lawful police or 
judicial custody, other than those held in preventive detention, will forfeit their 
right to stand for election.
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The electoral procedure is a mammoth task that also requires scrutinizing the 
background of political candidates who may rule the nation in the future.Putting 
dishonest legislators to power can be a serious threat to the democracy of any country. 
The Representation of the People Act, 1951 is thus an important act to decriminalize 
politics by breaking the nexus of crime and power and thereby ensuring free and fair 
elections.

Discuss the essential conditions for exercise of the legislative powers by Q12. 
the Governor. Discuss the legality of re- promulgation of ordinances by the 
Governor without placing them before the Legislature.

The primary function of the governor is to preserve, protect and defend the constitution 
and the law as incorporated in their oath of offi ce under Article 159 of the Indian 
constitution in the administration of the state affairs. All the governor’s actions, 
recommendations and supervisory powers under Article 167c, Article 200, Article 
213, Article 355, etc. over the executive and legislative entities of a state shall be 
used to implement the provisions of the Constitution. In this respect, the governor 
has many different types of powers and legislative power is one of them which are 
exercised under certain conditions ,which have been given below. 

Conditions for exercise of the legislative powers by the Governor-

Promulgation of ordinance-   When the state legislature (either one house 
of the legislature if the state has bicameral legislature or the only house if it is 
unicameral) is not in session, the Governor , under article 213, can  promulgate 
ordinances, which must be approved by  the state legislature within six weeks from 
its reassembly.
Assent to the bill-   The Bills passed by the State council require his consent. He 
can retain his consent and return the Bill (other than a Money Bill) to the State 
governing body for re-examination. In any case, if the House ends, with or without 
alteration, he should accord his consent to it.
Reserving bills -   He is engaged in saving specifi c Bills for the consent of the 
President. For example, the Bills accommodating obligatory procurement of the 
property or diminishing the forces of the High Court must be so saved for the 
President’s assent.
On the guidance of the Election commission, he is   also  approved to choose 
questions emerging about the exclusion of any individual from either 
House.

Legality of re- promulgation of ordinances by the Governor

Despite the constitution allowing the governor to pass laws in cases of emergency under 
Article 213 there has been a lot of controversy involving this ordinance making power 
of the executive. It is believed by many that this power of the executive goes against 
the spirit of the constitution and the frequent promulgation and  re-promulgation of 
ordinances by the Governor without placing them before the Legislature.
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Re-promulgation of ordinances can be determined by the following 3 steps:

Title of both the Ordinances. 
By analysing the contents of both the Ordinances: to see if the context and the  
contents are similar.
Tracing the legislative entries of the original and latter version of the Ordinance,  
if they belong to the same legislative entry, then it’s a re-promulgation.

Important Judgements regarding this-

D C Wadhwa v state of Bihar-   The court had held that successive Re-promulgation 
of the ordinances having the same texts and without attempting to pass the bills 
would amount to a violation to the constitution of India. The court also held that the 
exceptional power of the executive to pass laws must not be treated as a substitute 
for the legislative power of the legislation.
Krishna Kumar Singh & Anr vs State Of Bihar-   it was held that the Re-
promulgation of ordinances are a fraud to the constitution. In this case the 7 bench 
jury held that the power conferred to the executive doesn’t make it a parallel law 
making authority. This case attempted to provide more clarity on the challenges 
imposed upon the law making authority of the legislative due to Re-promulgation 
of ordinances. 

Amidst scathing criticism of the role of Governor in recent times , one can not deny 
the crucial constitutional functions discharged by the Governor . But considering 
the related controversies some of the recommendations of Sarkaria and Punchhi 
commissions are worth implementing. In fact, the Supreme Court in various decisions 
has emphasised on the importance of implementing the recommendations mooted by 
these commissions. It is high time to codify the recommendations of these commissions. 
The ideal course of action should be to limit the arbitrary discretionary 
powers of the Governor and ensure the independence and impartiality of the 
offi ce of Governor by providing for its apolitical appointment, fi xed tenure, 
and objective criteria for removal. Implementing the suggested reforms would 
be a sound step in ensuring an independent and apolitical offi ce of the Governor as 
originally envisioned by the framers of the Constitution.

“While the national political parties in India favor centralisation, the regional Q13. 
parties are in favor of State autonomy.” Comment. 

India has a quasi-federal nature of Indian polity . Both national level and state level 
political parties have a crucial role to play in party politics. The Indian Constitution has 
an inherent bias for the Union government, and this dominates the political structure 
of India. 

As per latest estimates of the Election Commission of India,Currently Indian 
party politics comprises 8 national parties and over 50 state parties. It has 
been observed that national parties are in favour of centralization because:
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It helps in   quick decision making as it streamlines the process of development, 
policies and programmes.

Due to the diverse nature of India, confl icts are very frequent amongst states .In order  
to have coherence especially in matters like national security, communications, 
foreign policy , centralization is favored by national parties.

The Constitution itself   favors centralization upto an extent ( eg- Seventh 
schedule).

In order to become national parties , it has to have a voter base in more than 3  
states ,this becomes a crucial factor to favor political centralization.

In order to have equity in distribution amongst state centers need   fi nancial 
centralization . This also inclines the national party towards centralization.

However regional parties favors state autonomy because :

Regional Issues get neglected:   State specifi c parties make region based policies 
which are more suitable for their states.

Historical disparity   in the development of regions and states makes regional 
parties favoring more state autonomy so that they don’t have to plead to the center 
for every request.

Fear of losing their cultural, political, and socioeconomic identity  
:Centralization has a by-product of generalization of all regions which hinders in 
exploitation of the full potential of the region.

Neglect of some regions :   This led to dissent among the people concentrated 
in particular regions and led to shifting demand from centralization to state 
autonomy.

Complete centralization or full state autonomy will not work in India considering the 
diverse society and nature of polity. However optimum level of centralization with 
state autonomy is what is the need of the hour. In order to achieve the twin goals of 
regionalism and nationalism, it is important for national leaders to incorporate the 
views and demands of regional leaders.. In India, its diversity in terms of ethnicity, 
culture, language, etc. is the strength of its democracy. These diversities have been 
attributed to the emergence of regional parties that cater to the regional 
needs of people.

Critically examine the procedures through which the presidents of India and Q14. 
France are elected. 

The French President is the most powerful within the French system as well as 
amongst all other executives across world democracies. Whereas the Indian President 
is the nominal executive.
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Criticism of election procedure of President of India:

The President of India gets elected through indirect format. As per   PDT Achary 
(Lok Sabha General), the President is the moral head of the Indian public, 
considering that the value of votes comes with each MLA and MP, due to the 
population division of the state.
Election of the President of India creates disparity due to the value of votes present  
with MLAs and MPs on vertical slab and also between MLAs of different states on 
horizontal slab.
Article 57   of the Indian Constitution allows no limitations of re-election of the 
President of India.
The Constitution   does not allow nominated members to be part of the election, 
who were given utmost values during the M Ayyangar and JL Nehru in the 
Constituent Assembly debates.
The population of the country has changed a lot since the 84th   Constitutional 
Amendment Act, 2001 which has kept the population Census of 1971. 
The deposit money is pretty less today’s date. Even,   Jeevan Reddy Committee 
also recommended raising the deposit money to ensure the seriousness of the 
candidate.
The number of proposers and seconders (  50 each) are still low, when compared with 
countries like France, which wants around 500 signatures.

Criticism of election procedure of President of France:

Election of the President can raise the load on the exchequer if any of the candidates  
does not attain absolute majority.
Scholars like   Christophe Chabrot stated the French Presidents can assume 
abuse of power considering their hold in executive, legislature, and judiciary.
Referendums as an instrument can make the election process a quite lengthy and  
time consuming one.
Presidential elections can create   discrepancy as both legislative and presidential 
elections happen with a one month time span.

Discuss the role of the Election Commission of India in the light of the Q15. 
evolution of the Model Code of Conduct. 

Election commission under article 324 is mandated to provide free and fair elections. 
Model code of conduct is a tool that helps ECI with its mandate.The Model Code 
of Conduct is a set of guidelines issued by the EC to regulate political parties and 
candidates prior to elections. It comes into effect as soon as the election schedule is 
announced by the EC.
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As per the ECI, the model code of conduct was fi rst observed during the 1960 polls. As 
per election commission’s manual
“Historically, the credit of giving the idea of a model code of conduct for 
political parties should go to the State of Kerala, which adopted, for the fi rst 
time, a code of conduct for observance for Political Parties during the general 
election to the State Legislative Assembly in February 1960,” 
Subsequently, in the Lok Sabha elections in 1962, the ECI circulated the code to all 
recognised political parties and State governments and it was wholeheartedly followed. 
Finally, in 1991, the EC decided to enforce the MCC more strictly.

Role of the Election Commission of India in the light of the evolution of the 
Model Code of Conduct:

Helps in maintaining the decorum:   MCC checks political parties to only provide 
constructive criticism related to policies and programmes . It strictly prohibits 
down dressing of each other or personal remarks. 
Operational ease with respect to campaigning :   It is mandated in MCC that 
Parties must inform the local police authorities regarding venue, time and duration 
of  processions . Election commission use this in order to avoid any hiccups or 
clashes.
Maintaining level-playing fi eld:   Under  MCC certain restrictions are imposed 
such as  Ministers are not allowed to use government resources for election-related 
work, the party must refrain from spending public funds on advertisements, 
Ministers and other offi cials are not allowed to lay any new projects or public 
initiatives.These provide equality between ruling and non-ruling parties.
Maintaining communal harmony and secularism :   Election Commision with 
MCC restricts political parties and candidates which can aggravate hatred or 
cause social unrest between different castes and communities .MCC empowers EC 
to take strict action against such candidates.
Safety of Polling Booths and Observers   : With MCC, only voters with a 
valid pass from the EC are allowed to enter polling booths and EC will appoint 
observers. It has been observed that frequency of booth capturing has been reduced 
tremendously since MCC got stricter.

The Election Commission of India plays a crucial role in organizing free and fair 
elections and with the Model Code of Conduct, the role of Election Commission has been 
strengthened further.However, this code is frequently violated by political parties( eg- 
Anurag Thakur during Delhi elections violated the Mcc by making ‘Provocative 
Statements’ against certain sections of society). 
It was very much evident in recently held various  elections, where leaders used issues 
like religion, caste and nationalism to get the favor. Social media is also used for 
vitiating the election environment. Legalizing the MCC will be an attempt to fi ll the 
loopholes in the laws  and will enable the election commission to take adequate action 
as per the violation committed by political parties.



MOMENTUM IA
S

21

https://momentumias.com UPSC CSE MAINS 2022

MOMENTUM IAS

Besides the welfare schemes, India needs deft management of infl ation and Q16. 
unemployment to serve the poor and the underprivileged sections of the 
society. Discuss. 

Infl ation is generally followed by  unemployment, and  decrease in unemployment results in  
greater infl ation due to increase in spending capacity.Infl ation and unemployment creates 
a positive feedback cycle with each other. To offset its effects and to protect underprivileged  
welfare schemes is the resort taken by the governments of developing countries for 
decades.
In Aug ,2022 high Infl ation rate was  7% as per NSO and Unemployment rate  was 
8.3% as per the CMIE survey). Government tried to combat its effect by increasing 
the budget of   MGNREGA, National Food Security Mission, Atal Pension Yojana,PM 
awas yojna etc . However it has been observed that these measures have not been 
successful in alleviating the sufferings of the targeted section of society.

Reasons for its adequate results:

Toll on fi scal condition:   Direct Cash transfers and freebies erode the long term  
fi scal health and often results in fi scal mismanagement.
No correlation observed in increasing welfare schemes with improving  
human capital: Only Economic capital cannot  translate to human capital.
Divergence from developmental expenditure:   Taxpayer money is not utilized 
much towards development and capital formation.
Discourages Savings habits :   Household savings are extremely important for 
the Indian economy.Infl ation puts a dent on it .
Unemployment rates ( approx 7%) in the world results in turning Demographic  
dividend into a demographic disaster.
Social tension with rising Unemployment rate and leading to    increase in crime 
rate.
Hampers the human development:   Unemployment coupled with infl ation 
derails the process of human development .
Infl ation and unemployment has a vicious cycle with poverty leading to increased  
burden for government with respect to fi scal freedom 

Need of the hour:

Bridge the skill gap for reducing unemployment:    To make India a skill 
capital, innovation and knowledge based economy Industry academia alliance 
is very important which promotes research and development.
Encouraging the attitude of being a job-creato  r than job giver : 
Entrepreneurship and healthy startup culture is required  to combat unemployment 
and boost the economy. 
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Reviving the MSME sector   especially labor intensive industries like leather 
industry, textile industry etc to absorb the labor force which are out due to 
agricultural distress.
Formalization :   With increased formalization, tax collection will get a boost , 
ultimately giving more fi scal space to the government.
Tackle   structural problem of disguised unemployment: By Investing money to 
build physical and social infrastructure (National Infrastructure Pipeline, Gatishakti 
etc)
Initiatives such as online job fairs, schemes like   One district, one product, Skill 
India mission etc.
Incorporating the passive income economy in the formal sector:Gig and platform  
economies such as infl uencer’s economy, youtubers, etc.It has huge potential to 
create millions of jobs 

Considering the fi scal health of India ,it is very well clear that welfare schemes are not 
sustainable measures . Government needs to reduce the burden on welfare schemes 
through better infl ation targeting and managing unemployment levels. Our Prime 
minister’s vision of a 5 trillion dollar economy by 2024 will remain a farfetched 
reality if the underprivileged are  not pulled out and absorbed with the working age 
population through policies that benefi t the youth.Prudential measures is the only 
way to solve this matrix.

Do you agree with the view that increasing dependence on donor agencies Q17. 
for development reduces the importance of community participation in the 
development process? Justify your answer.  

Dependence on donor agencies for development reduces the importance of community 
participation in the development process in the following ways-

It   may not be as per the requirement of the people at the grass root level 
this may drive people away or decrease their enthusiasm to participate in the 
execution and implementation of such programmes.
These funds   can come with certain conditions attached that make such 
development processes less fl exible that may impact community participation in 
such programmes. For example a country that obtains loans from the World Bank, 
for example, must agree to adjust its economic structure, liberalise its economy, 
and increase its international fi nancial accountability. 
It   may lead to the forceful migration of people from areas where development 
projects have been implemented fi nanced from donor agencies displacement due to 
Narmada Bachao Andolan is a case in Point.
with donor agencies the community has to work like an engineered support with  
no autonomy in working. 
example illegal use of funds  recent eg. of Oxfam International- governments  
justifi cation
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Foreign dependency  , global power structure in which weaker countries are 
economically reliant on stronger countries, allowing the stronger countries 
to exercise signifi cant control over the weaker countries’ economic 
and political behaviour, for example  Sri-lanka and Pakistan’ dependency on 
China.

However despite such issues involved ,the signifi cant role of donor agencies in the 
development process can not be denied. This has been explained below-

Donor agencies are     accelerating its development activities by taking up specifi c 
issues like Poverty alleviation, child rights, caste stigma and discriminations, 
women rights, child labor, rural development, water and sanitation, environmental 
issues etc. For example CARE works primarily for poor women and Girls.
With   Corporate Social Responsibility becoming mandatory in India, companies 
are successfully participating in Corporate policies that benefi t the environment 
Socially and environmentally conscious investments.
There are several   NGOs in healthcare and are coming up with innovative 
solutions. They are working in various areas such as child and reproductive health, 
nutrition, early identifi cation of diseases, and treatment of communicable diseases 
eg Doctors for You (DFY) Rural Health Care Foundation 
The   World Bank has approved a $500 million program to support India’s 
large informal workforce and create greater fl exibility for states to cope with 
the ongoing pandemic, future climate, and disaster shocks.  

Funds from development agencies are not only required  but also essential considering 
less resources allocated by the government for education, health and on other socio-
economic development projects in comparison to the actual requirement. But it 
should not come at the cost of community participation as this is one of the 
signifi cant pillars of Good Governance.

The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act, 2009 remains Q18. 
inadequate in promoting incentive-based systems for children’s education 
without generating awareness about the importance of schooling. Analyze. 

In India, RTE Act 2009 mandates free and compulsory education for children 
aged between 6-14 years under Article 21(A) of Constitution of India to achieve 
this goal. Its purpose was to develop the sense of importance of education 
in the community, national and global level, school plays an important role.
Achievements  of RTE Act 2009:

As per data presented by Ministry of Education:

More than 3.3 million students secured admission under quota norms of RTE  
Schools with usable toilets have risen up to 66.4%. 
Gross enrolment ratio in elementary education has grown up to 98% 
Schools with proper kitchen sheds have increased to 91% 
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However, a recent  NFHS- 5 (2019-2021) report showed that around  21.4% of girls and 
35.7% of boys aged between 6-17 years have dropped out of school on a continuous basis 
.According to the ASER Report, more than 50% of class 5 students could not read and 
write texts prescribed for class 2 students. All this  shows the inadequacy of the RTE act in 
fulfi lling its mandate.

Inadequacy of RTE 2009 in addressing the structural and social issues are 
due to :

Gender Stereotyping:   Family attitude towards girl child with respect to marriage, 
reproductive and being eldest one results in going to school as a last priority. 
Infrastructural issues:   As per unifi ed district information system for education 
(U-DISE) database, 33% of schools don’t have the requisite number of teachers.
Basic infrastructure like separate and clean toilets, classrooms and quality teachers 
discourages children as well as teaching staff. CAG report 2020 stated that almost 
40% toilets were found to be non-existent, partially constructed, or unused.
Inadequate Teacher-pupil ratio:    In several schools it has been observed that 
only a single teacher teaches the entire school by merging all classes which proves 
to be detrimental as far as learning outcomes are concerned.
Discrimination and social stigma : Even after 7 decades of independence it has been  
observed that caste based discimination and tribal clashes results in  dropouts of 
children belonging to those communities. 
Non-coverage of Children below 6 years and emergence of both working parents’s  
family leads to improper learning of the 0-6 years group causing initial gaps which 
exemplify with further grades 

Need of the hour to make RTE Act more effective :

Incorporating Gram sabha and Anganwadi School   in generating awareness 
about the relevance of school education in the village.
Customized approach :   Some students quit due to fi nancial responsibilities. 
Incorporating practices such as “Earn with Learn”  can solve this problem.Also 
giving such students an advantage for having experience while they apply for jobs 
after school. 
Implementing the mandates of NEP 2020 in letter and spirit:    Giving 
education in elementary school in mother tongue makes familiarity in students 
and generates interest in learning. Such steps will help in actual learning rather 
than just increased numbers on data.
Shifting Focus from enrollment to retention of children   : Tracking of  
dropouts and analyzing trends  and trying to get back to the mainstream needs a 
mission mode approach 
Vocational training   to make them job ready if re-admission  is not possible 
Learning from best practices:   Tamil Nadu model of giving breakfast to children 
along with mid day meal. This not only gives adequate nutrition to children but 
also improves their learning capacity. Lakshadweep school can have a different 
calendar to guwahati school asper their regional diversity.
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RTE Act,2009 has not been implemented in letter and spirit . Act per se doesnt have 
any fundamental issue but to enable its provisions  is the area that needs to be worked 
on. Covid pandemic has already exposed the huge gaps in our educational system. 
Transformation of our school education system is the fi rst step towards it  as it is  the 
foundation for development and growth of any country.

How will I2U2 (India, Israel, UAE and USA) grouping transform India’s Q19. 
position in global politics? 

I2U2’s emergence can be attributed to rapidly growing cooperation among its 
member countries, with a boost from the 2020 Abraham Accords that produced 
normalisation agreements between Israel and several Arab neighbours, including the 
UAE. 

I2U2 is aimed to encourage joint investments in six mutually identifi ed areas such  
as water, energy, transportation, space, health, and food security. 
It intends to mobilise private sector capital and expertise to help modernise the  
infrastructure, low carbon development pathways for our industries, improve public 
health, and promote the development of critical emerging and green technologies. 
New Delhi has compelling reasons to back it, playing a greater global role without  
compromising its strategic autonomy, expanding cooperation with Washington 
beyond Asia, and deepening ties in a Middle East region it views as strategically 
signifi cant because of its huge energy and economic interests and a large diaspora 
presence in the region.

This will help in transforming India’s position in global politics in the 
following ways

Increasing strategic autonomy of Indian Foreign Policy -   India’s participation 
in I2U2 is a paradigm shift in its “Look West policy”. Through this India 
will be able to engage with Israel and UAE which was not possible earlier.  
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi called the 12U2 practical, positive and 
progressive which will defi ne cooperation for generations to come. It will boost 
India’s stature in the global arena.
Countering China-   Geopolitical watchers are naming the intentions behind I2U2 
as a unifi ed counter-force to China. According to analysts 12U2 is an attempt to 
replicate the Indo-Pacifi c Quad in the region to work as a bulwark of democracies 
against China where the challenges are perceived from the BRI project. 
For India, one of the best gifts from 12U2 is the growth of transportation projects 
in the Western Indian Ocean where the perils of China’s presence are concerned. 
It will be signifi cant for India to counter China at its borders, in seas and overall 
at international platforms. 
I2U2 somewhere backs the idea of scholars like   Jagannath Panda where India 
seeks multipolar Asia on the grounds of intervention of major powers like the 
USA that can curb the “sphere of infl uence”.
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It creates a geostrategic impact over it’s extended neighbourhood and ensures  
better infl uence in the region surrounding from Mediterranean Sea to Persian 
Gulf.
Geo-economics-   The aim of the grouping is clearly to build more effi cient 
cooperation in spheres where both regions can aid each other’s economic security. 
This is signifi cant for India which has interests in the region related to 
oil, remittance,  defence  technology with Israel and potential source of 
investments from the region as the region wants to diversify its economy beyond 
oil. This will boost India to emerge as a strong economy having a say in global 
politics.
In context of Unstable Global order-   Recent disturbances to international supply 
chains caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, Russia’s war against Ukraine and 
more targeted plans to diversify global manufacturing capacities away from China 
have given signifi cantly more weight to ‘minilaterals’ such as I2U2.

For India, 12U2  leverages its good relations with Israel, the Gulf, and the US alike to 
build economic exchanges that are mutually benefi cial . 
However, geoeconomics and economic linkages cannot be seen as separate from 
geopolitics, and the Middle East’s geopolitics remains volatile. In this background, 
while this is a signifi cant approach of India to engage in the region, India needs to be 
careful so that it does not become an object for other members to achieve their vested 
interests in the region. Hence, there is a need for dehyphenation that India needs to 
balance between I2U2 members and those of Iran.

’Clean energy is the order of the day.’ Describe briefl y India’s changing Q20. 
policy towards climate change in various international fora in the context of 
geopolitics.

India’s Climate Change policy has been changed over time immensely. It has global 
dimensions with local impacts. Energy is at the heart of the climate challenge. India 
earlier had diplomacy to seek energy security that time India did not focus much on 
‘clean energy’.But considering the clean energy is the order of the day India has 
shifted its focus towards it.

India’s changing policy towards climate change:

Shift towards diplomacy of common but differentiated responsibilities:   It 
has accepted the net zero emissions commitments( eg-  India’s leapfrogging from 
BS4 to BS6 )
Development is the heart of its domestic strategies:   India’s diplomacy and 
negotiations at conference of parties (COP 26) refl ects that developing countries 
like India can not sustain complete net zero at present and its environmental 
toolkit does contain ‘development’ elements.
India’s Approach :   It  highlighted that all countries should have equitable access 
to the global carbon budget, a fi nite global resource, for keeping temperature 
increase within the limits set by the Paris Agreement. All countries must stay 
within their fair share of this global carbon budget, while using it responsibly.
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Shout out to the Responsibility of developed nations  : India also called on 
the developed countries for climate justice, and for undertaking rapid reductions in 
emissions during the current decade so as to reach net zero much earlier than their 
announced dates, as they have used more than their fair share of the depleting 
global carbon budget.

Based on evolution of global environmental challenges, India’s geopolitical outlook 
on climate change has evolved as seen in Indian diplomacy in UNFCCC. These are :

Being reactive to active participants:   With enhancing the global profi le of 
India and its great power ambition, India has advanced from being reactive to 
Kyoto Protocol commitments to active participation in the Paris Agreement.
Creating an arc of pluralist environmental geopolitical order:   India is 
working with democratic nations  in this aspect and it can be  seen in India’s 
International Solar Alliance and One World, One Grid Initiative.
No legally binding targets for now :   India does not  favor legally binding targets 
to be imposed by anybody as the domestic development agenda requires India to 
have strategic autonomy.
Integrating regional organizations :   India pushed BIMSTEC, SAARC, UNSIDS, 
EU for actively pursuing clean environment goals for shared prosperity.

Several Institutions, frameworks, and policies were formulated by India:
CDRI   for disaster management
ISA   for bolstering renewable energy 
Blue economy   partnerships with countries like Japan, Norway, etc. (SDG - 14)
Generating steel from waste   by establishing plants in countries like Paraguay
Panchamrita Model   during COP - 26 Glasgow Summit
Partnering with countries like Brazil that has adopted ethanol blending long back  
in 1970s and installation of wind mills in India, thus, consolidating the idea of 
SDG - 7 & 17

India has changed its policy outlook and geopolitical position as far as climate 
change is concern.However Technology transfers from developed world remains an 
inhibiting agenda in fostering global climate mitigation plans. The absence of serious 
commitments on part of the developed world to hand-hold developing nations with  
transition towards clean energy have question marks on achieving commitments of the 
Paris Agreement.
India’s initiatives such as LIFE  can convince world politicians to seek global climate 
justice and India is adopting this path in the international forums now for climate 
change.

**********


