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Ÿ LSD is caused by infection of cattle or 

water buffalo with the poxvirus Lumpy 

Skin Disease Virus (LSDV)

Ÿ Lumpy skin disease is primarily spread 

between animals by biting insects 

(vectors), such as mosquitoes and biting 

flies

Ÿ Symptoms:

Ÿ It primarily consists of fever, fluid 
excretion from eyes and nose, dribbling of 
saliva from the mouth and blisters on 
the body.

Ÿ The animal stops eating and faces 
problems while chewing or eating, resulting 
in reduced milk

 Prevention and Treatment:

Ÿ Vaccination against these diseases is 
covered under the Livestock Health and 
Disease Control Programme of India.

Ÿ There are no specific antiviral drugs 
available for the treatment of lumpy skin 
disease. The only treatment available is 
supportive care of cattle. This can include 
treatment of skin lesions using wound 
care sprays and the use of antibiotics to 
prevent secondary skin infections and 
pneumonia.

Ÿ Anti-inflammatory painkillers can be 
used to keep up the appetite of affected 
animals.

Lumpy Skin Disease
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Ÿ The National Investigation Agency (NIA) is 

the primary counter-terroristtask force 

of India. The agency is empowered to deal 

with the investigation of terror related 

crimes across states without special 

permission from the states under written 

proclamation from the Ministry of Home 

Affairs. 

Ÿ The Agency came into existence with the 

enactment of the National Investigation 

Agency Act 2008 by the Parliament of 

India on 31 December 2008, which was 

passed after the deadly 26/11 terror 

attack in Mumbai. Such an attack 

revealed the failure of intelligence and 

ability to track such activities by existing 

agencies in India, hence the government of 

India realized the need of a specific body to 

deal with terror related activities in India, 

thereby establishing the NIA

Ÿ The NIA (Amendment) Bill 2019 was 

passed by the parliament on 17 July 2019. 

The Bill aims to give more teeth to the 

investigating powers of the NIA. It 

empowers the NIA to probe terror attacks 

targeting Indians and Indian interests 
.abroad The amended legislation, which 

aims to primarily empower the anti-terror 

agency to  investigate scheduled 

offences such as human trafficking; 

c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  f a k e  c u r r e n c y ; 

manufacture and sale of prohibited 

arms; and cyber-terrorism  .This 

amendment will now also allow NIA to 

invest igate the  Sr i  Lanka Easter 

Bombings and Kabul Gurudwara 

bombing.

National Investigation Agency
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Ÿ India is among the most important countries 

when it comes to the global economic 

growth and structural transformation 

story.But, asymmetries still abound in the 

country's labour market.
 
Impact of the pandemic on women:

Ÿ I n c o m e  s e c u r i t y :  D u e  t o  t h e i r 
representation in sectors hard hit by 
COVID-19

Ÿ Family responsibility: Gendered division 
of family responsibilities.

Ÿ Child and elderly care: Many women 
reverted to full-time care of children and the 
elderly during the pandemic.

Ÿ Global Wage Report 2020–21: Massive 
downward pressure on wages and 
disproportionately affected women's total 
wages compared to men.

 
Gender gap in India:

Ÿ Women earned less: Indian women 
earned, on an average, 48% less 
compared to their male counterparts in 
1993-94. 

Ÿ National Sample Survey Office (NSSO): 
The gap declined to 28% in 2018-19.

Ÿ Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) 
2020-21: The pandemic reversed the 
progress and showed an increase in the 
gap by 7% between 2018-19 and 2020-21.

 
Gender-based discriminatory practices:

Ÿ Lower wages paid to women for work of 
equal value.

Ÿ Undervaluation of women's work in 
highly feminized occupations

Ÿ Enterprises, and motherhood pay gap-
lower wages for mothers compared to 
non-mothers.

 
Constitution and the Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 
against Women (CEDAW) by ILO:

Ÿ It provides an international legal framework 
for  rea l is ing gender  equa l i ty  and 
addressing the intersecting forms of 
discrimination and vulnerabilities among 
women and girls.

 

Gender Pay Gap
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Steps taken by India:

Ÿ Minimum Wages Act in 1948

Ÿ Equal Remuneration Act in 1976.

Ÿ Code on Wages.

Ÿ M a h a t m a  G a n d h i  N a t i o n a l  R u r a l 
Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA)

Ÿ Maternity Benefit Act of 1961

Ÿ Skill India Mission

Ÿ Equal Pay International Coalition (EPIC)

Gender Pay Gap
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Ÿ The National Crime Records Bureau's 
(NCRB)  Pr ison  S ta t is t i cs  Ind ia 
Report:9,180 prisoners with mental illness, 
150 deaths by suicide, and five prisoners 
with schizophrenia and epilepsyhave died.

Ÿ India's National Mental Health Policy, 
2014: It considers prisoners a class of 
people vulnerable to mental ill-health.

 
Key Highlights:

Ÿ M a x i m u m  p r i s o n e r s :  U n d e r t r i a l 
population makes up for over 70% of the 
prison population.

Ÿ Under trials: More than half of those with 
mental illness were undertrials

Ÿ Project 39A's report: On mental health 
and the death penalty, Deathworthy, 
revealed that over 60% of death row 
prisoners had a current episode of mental 
illness.

Lack of solutions:

Ÿ NRCB data: It gives us data confirming the 
categorisation, but it does not take us much 
further towards crafting solutions.

Aspects of incarceration (confined to 

prisons) that cause distress:

Ÿ Loss of liberty

Ÿ Loss of close contact with loved ones

Ÿ Loss of autonomy

 Steps that need to be taken:

Ÿ All-encompassing approach: Move 
beyond the treatment of individuals and 
towards ident i fy ing the social  and 
underlying determinants of mental health in 
prisons.

Ÿ Social and structural: We need to look at 
mental health in prisons from a social and 
structural perspective as well.

Ÿ R e f o r m ,  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  o r 
reintegration(3Rs): They are meant to 
make prisoners confident in their lives, their 
choices and their ability to take decisions 
and be responsible and accountable for it.

Prisoner’s Statistics India Report
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Ÿ On September 9, the Centre instituted a 
ban on the export  of  broken r ice. 
Additionally, it mandated an export duty of 
20% on rice in husk (paddy or rough), 
husked (brown rice) and semi-milled or 
wholly-milledrice.

Ÿ As for broken rice, the United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) states 
thatIndia accounted for more than half of 
the commodity's global exports in the first 
half of 2022.

Ÿ In descending order, China, Senegal, 
Vietnam, Djibouti and Indonesia are the 
biggest importers of India's broken rice.

IMPACT OF BAN
 
Ø The measures do not affect export of 

basmati or parboiled rice.

Ø The measure would ensure adequate 
availability of broken rice for consumption 
by the domestic poultry industry and for 
other animal feedstock.

Ø The measure may affect countries 
dependent on Indian food exports .

On Inflation
Ÿ Lower the supply of commodities,the 

higher would be the price of a product-
results in inflationary pressures.

Ÿ On Stock
Ÿ The COVID-19 pandemic also had an 

impact on India's previously held 
surplus.

Ÿ Government introduced a food security 
programme called the Pradhan Mantri 
Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana-due to which 
food grains stocks (including rice,wheat 
and  unmi l l ed  paddy ) in  t he  Food 
Corporation of India (FCI )'s central pool 
had dropped 33.5% 

Ban on Export of Broken Rice
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On Rice Production

Ÿ Indian Meteorological Department 
illustrate that Uttar Pradesh,Jharkhand, 
Punjab and Bihar have experienced 
deficient rainfall.The deficient rainfall 
indicated a potentially lower produce this 
year

On Ethanol Blending

Ÿ Ethanol is an agro-based product, mainly 
produced from molasses, which is a by-
product of the sugar industry. The EBP 
endeavours to blend ethanol with vehicular 
fuels as a means to combat the use of fossil 
fuels and in turn, rising pollution. As per the 
government, sugar-based feed stocks 
alone would not be able to meet its 
stipulated target of 20% ethanol blending 
by 2025.

Ÿ In the 2018-19 Ethanol Supply Year (ESY), 
the government had allowed the FCI to 
sell surplus rice to ethanol plants for fuel 
production. The idea was to have in place 
an insurance scheme and an emergency 
provision for distillers.

Ÿ However, in the ongoing ESY, because of 
supply constraints there has been an 
uptick in the procurement of rice from the 
FCI

Ÿ Thus, the export ban would endeavour to 
catch-up with this supply and additionally, 
unburden the FCI from provisioning to 
distillers

Ban on Export of Broken Rice
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Ÿ The harvest of the citrus fruit, a hybrid 

between k ing (Ci t rus nobi l is )  and 

willowleaf (Citrus deliciosa) mandarins, is 

likely to witness a drop of about 50% due to 

many issues, including the early summer 

that hit Punjab in March.

Ÿ Developed by HB Frost in 1935, Kinnow is 
a year-long duration crop and it's juicier 
than oranges.

Ÿ It is majorly grown in Punjab, Himachal 
Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir, Rajasthan 
and even Haryana.

Ÿ The main harvesting period is from 
November-end to March, but some 
varieties of citrus fruit start coming into the 
markets in October.

Ÿ Fazilka in Punjab is known for the best 
quality kinnow. The fruit is grown on about 
2.5 lakh acres in the district. Trees and 
orchards on about 50,000 acres have been 
estimated as destroyed in the district alone. 
“The trees and orchards have dried up in 
this area. 

Ÿ Small farmers, who have land holding 
below five acres, suffered the most,

Reason for decrease

Ÿ Polluted canal water- Groundwater 
cannot be used for kinnow. Canal water is 
p o l l u t e d  w i t h  c h e m i c a l s  f r o m 
factories.When water is released to canals 
in April, it is getting mixed with polluted 
water. 

Ÿ Increase in Temperature-The early 
summer and increase in temperature in 
March resulted in fruits and flower 
shedding.

Kinnore Orchids
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1. India suffers from a huge gender pay gap. Discuss the causes and

remedies. Comment.

What will be the impact of the ban on rice export on the Indian

economy? Explain.

Prisoners in India have a disproportionately high rate of mental

ill-health. Suggest an action plan to promote and protect the

mental health of prisoners.

2.

3.
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