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 Shift in the track of monsoon system like

Ÿ Low Pressure and depression travelling 

south of their position

Ÿ Flash flood are a result of this change

Ÿ Intense and frequent extreme unprece-

dented weather events 

Ÿ Struggle to record even normal monsoon 

rains.

Reasons of shifting

Ÿ Persistence of intense La Nina conditions

Ÿ The abnormal warming of East Indian 
Ocean

Ÿ Negative Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD)

Ÿ South ward movement of most of the 
monsoon depressions

Ÿ Lows and pre monsoon heating over the 
Himalayan region are melting glaciers

Excess and deficit

Ÿ States such as Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, 
Rajasthan and parts of Maharashtra have 
been recording excess rainfall this season.

Ÿ Entire South Asia has been reporting a 
series of extreme weather events while 
Bangladesh, Pakistan and India have 
battled severe floods, China is reeling 
under massive drought conditions.

Ÿ West Bengal, Jharkhand and Bihar are not 
receiving normal rains.

Impact of monsoon

Ÿ Global warming increases the fluctuations 
in the monsoon, resulting in both long dry 
periods and short spells of heavy rains.

Ÿ This year the monsoon was potentially 
influenced by La Nina and also the cooler 
than  usual Pacific conditions.

Ÿ Major impacts of changes in track of 
monsoon systems can be seen on kharif 
crops,particularly rice production.

Impact of Climate Change on Indian Monsoon
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Ÿ Due to southward movement of majors, all main monsoon low pressure areas and 

depressions, rice producing states such as West Bengal, Bihar, Jharkhand and east Uttar 
Pradesh have been deficit by large margins. This would straight away have an impact on the 
quality of the crop.

Ÿ These uneven distribution rains along with increasing temperatures and humidity give rise to 
pest attacks and diseases,

Ÿ Impact the quality of the grain as well as the nutritional value may vary

Ÿ Very High temperatures induce heat stress and affect plant physiological processes, leading 
to spikelet sterility, non viable pollen and reduced grain quality.

Ÿ Drought on the other hand, reduces plant transpiration rates and may result in leaf rolling 
and drying, reduction in leaf expansion rates and plant biomass, immobilisation of solutes and 
increased heat stress of leaves.

Impact of Climate Change on Indian Monsoon
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Ÿ The Juveni le  Just ice  (Care  and 

P r o t e c t i o n  A m e n d m e n t )  M o d e l 

Amendment Rules, 2022,  make several 

changes to aspects under the Act including 

those that govern adoption, foster care and 

sponsorship, and modify eligibility criteria 

for joining the CWCs.

Ÿ Rule 15 (4B) says “a person associated 

with an organisation receiving foreign 

contribution shall not be eligible to be a 

c h a i r p e r s o n  o r  m e m b e r  o f  t h e 

committee.”

Ÿ Rule 15 (4C) also says that any person 

working on the implementation of the Act in 

any NGO or organisation such that it 

causes conflict of interest will also be 

ineligible to be on a CWC

Ÿ It adds that those who have “any family 

member” or “close relation” working for 

an NGO will be disqualified. Any person 

working in rescue and rehabilitation in the 

district, or a person representing someone 

running a child care institution or member of 

the Board or Trust of any NGO can also not 

be on a CWC.

Ÿ A CWC appo in ted  by  the  S ta te 

government under the Act has the 

authority to dis- pose of cases of children in 

need of care and protection brought before 

them. It can also order an inquiry to ensure 

their safety and well-being and give an 

order for their rehabilitation either in family-

based care such as through restoration to 

fami- ly or guardian, adoption, foster care or 

send them to child care institutions.

Ÿ Those on CWC have the power of a 

magistrate and also receive a salary from 

the government and are therefore 

equivalent to government officials, who are 

barred under FCRA from receiving 

foreign funds.”

Child Welfare Committee
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Key Features

Ÿ The National Logistics Policy aims to 

promote smooth movement of goods 

across India and boost competitiveness 

of the Indian goods in the domestic and 

international markets.

Ÿ It aims to bring down the logistics cost, 

which in turn would improve efficiency of 

various sectors of the economy, boosting 

value addition and economic growth.

Ÿ The policy was announced for the first time 

in the Union Budget 2020.

Ÿ Its focus areas are Integration of Digital 

System (IDS), Unified Logistics Interface 

Platform (ULIP), Ease of Logistics (ELOG) 

and System Improvement Group (SIG).

Ÿ The IDS will integrate 30 different systems 

of seven different departments, such as 

customs, aviation, road transport, railways, 

in ternat ional  t rade and commerce 

ministries.

Ÿ The ULIP aims to ensure continuous 

monitoring of cargo movement.

Ÿ The ELOG  would seek to simpl i fy 
procedures and achieve ease of doing 
business.

Ÿ The SIG would monitor all projects related 
to logistics in a regular basis and ensure the 
removal of hurdles faced in the sector.

Ÿ An empowered group of secretaries 
(EGoS) has been constituted under the PM 
Gati Shakti to monitor and review the 
implementation of the NLP.

National Logistics Policy
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Ÿ Special Leave Petitions in India (SLP) 

holds a prime place in the Judiciary of India, 

and has been provided as a "residual 

power" in the hands of Supreme Court of 

India to be exercised only in cases when 

any substantial question of law is involved, 

or gross injustice has been done. So It 

provides the aggrieved party a special 

permission to be heard in Apex court in 

appeal against any judgement or order 

of any Court/tribunal in the territory of 

India (except military tribunal and court 

martial)

Ÿ The Constitution of India under Article 136 

vests the Supreme Court of India, the apex 

court of the country, with a special power 

to grant special leave, to appeal against 

any judgement or order or decree in any 

matter or cause, passed or made by any 

Court/tribunal in the territory of India. It is to 

be  used  in  case  any  subs tan t ia l 

constitutional question of law is involved, or 

gross injustice has been done.

Ÿ It is discretionary power vested in the 

Supreme Court of India and the court may 

in its discretion refuse to grant leave to 

appeal. The aggrieved party cannot 

claim special leave to appeal under 

Article 136 as a right, but it is a privilege 

vested in the Supreme Court of India to 

grant leave to appeal or not.

Ÿ SLP can be filed against any judgement 

or decree or order of any High Court 

/tribunal in the territory of India; or, SLP can 

be filed in case the High court refuses to 

grant the certificate of fitness for appeal to 

the Supreme Court of India.

Ÿ SLP can be filed against any judgement of 

the High Court within 90 days from the 

date of judgement; or SLP can be filed 

within 60 days against the order of the 

High Court refusing to grant the certificate 

of fitness for appeal to the Supreme Court.
Ÿ Any aggrieved party can file SLP against 

the judgement or order of refusal of grant of 
certificate.

Special Leave Petition
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Ÿ This petition is required 
to state all the facts that 
are necessary to enable 
the court to determine 
whether SLP ought to be 
granted or not. It is 
required to be signed 
by Advocate on record. 
The petition should also 
contain a statement that 
the petitioner has not 
filed any other petition in 
the High court. It should 
be accompanied by a 
c e r t i fi e d  c o p y  o f 
judgement appealed 
against and an affidavit 
b y  t h e  p e t i t i o n e r 
verifying the same and 
s h o u l d  a l s o  b e 
accompanied by all the 
documents that formed 
part of pleading in Lower 
court.

Special Leave Petition
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Ÿ The Ministry of Environment, Forests and 

Climate Change (MoEF&CC) extended 

the deadline for installing pollution 

control technologies in the country's 

thermal power plants (TPPs). 

Ÿ The country's first emission norms for 

control of sulphur dioxide (SO2), nitrogen 

oxides (NOx) and mercury (Hg) from coal-

fired power plants were notified in 

December 2015, and the thermal plants 

were given a timeline of December 2017 to 

comply.

Ÿ A thermal power plant converts heat 

energy into electric power by burning 

fossil fuels (coal) and pumps out a lot of 

gases which are by-products of the burning. 

Along with carbon dioxide, thermal power 

plants release SO2 (sulphur dioxide) which 

is a major contributor to particulate matter in 

air pollution. The process of eliminating 

sulphur compounds from the exhaust 

emissions of fossil-fuelled (coal-fired) 

power plants is known as flue gas 

desulfurization (FGD). 

Ÿ With 24 coal-based power stations, NTPC 
is the largest thermal power generating 
company in the country which has an 
installed capacity of 48,720 MW.

Ÿ Major production of electricity in India is 
achieved through coal-based thermal 
power plants which accounts for 75% of the 
country's total power generation.

Challenges

Ÿ Installation of FGDs is a time consuming 
process and takes a minimum of 36-42 
months for commissioning from the date of 
award.

Ÿ There is limited availability of vendors 
and that there is a price escalation factor 
t oo  due  to  t he  l im i t ed  supp l y  o f 
components. According to the Ministry, the 
COVID-19 pandemic had an impact on the 
supply chain and manpower availability.

Ÿ More time for installation of FGDs and 
raised the issue of supply disruptions in 
China

Thermal Power Plant
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Illegal trade of marine species in India: 

2015-2021”.

Ÿ An analysis of the illegal trade of marine 

species in India between 2015 and 2021 

pointed out that sea cucumbers were the 

most frequently seized marine species 

group. Tamil Nadu recorded the highest 

enforcement action with 126 seizure 

incidents of the marine species.

Ÿ Data collected for seven groups of marine 

wildlife species were analysed within the 

report, which includes sea cucumber, coral, 

Syngnathidae (seahorse and pi- pefish), 

Elasmobranch,shark and ray, seashell, sea 

fan and sea turtle,

Ÿ They were further researched using “crime 

scr ip ts” ,  t o  unders tand  how the 

smuggling networks operated. The 

crime script had been prepared on the basis 

of the 122 incidents of seizure bringing out 

what went into the preparation, pre-

activity, activity and post-activity phase 

of the smuggling of the marine group of 

species.

Ÿ Due to the legalised trade of sea 
cucumbers in countries with close 
proximity to India, the sea cucumber 
consignments were often smuggled 
through those countries, to be laundered 
and then re-exported to the Southeast Asia 
markets.

Ÿ While the most incidents of seizure (122) 
were of sea cucumbers, sea fan followed 
with 20, seahorse and pipefish 18, seashell 
18 incidents, shark and rays 15, sea coral 
12 and sea turtle five.

Ÿ When it came to illegally traded marine 
wi ld l i fe,  the largest volumes were 
harvested as .An incidental catch in 
unselective fisheries such as trawling 
and gillnetting. “This includes the likes of 
seahorses, sharks, manta and devil rays. 
This is unlike the most terrestrial traded 
wildlife species which are directly 
harvested. Countering marine wildlife trade 
thereby requires paradigm changes in 
fisheries management as a whole to reduce 
their capture in the first place.

Wildlife Trafficking
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**********

1. What are the concerns and challenges raised by environmentalists

against thermal power plants. Explain

Various research shows that global warming increases the

fluctuations in the monsoon. Explain the impact of fluctuations

on agriculture.

2.
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