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FAME

20th January 2023

FAME India scheme is an incentive  
scheme that encourages the adoption 
of electric and hybrid vehicles. 
The National Electric Mobility Mission  
Plan (NEMMP) 2020 is a National Mission 
document providing the vision and the 
roadmap for the faster adoption of 
electric vehicles and their manufacturing 
in the country. 
As part of the NEMMP 2020, the   Department 
of Heavy Industry formulated a Scheme 
viz. Faster Adoption and Manufacturing 
of (Hybrid &) Electric Vehicles in India 
(FAME India) Scheme in the year 2015 
to promote manufacturing of electric and 
hybrid vehicle technology and to ensure 
sustainable growth of the same.
The primary objectives of Fame India  
scheme are listed below.

This scheme   encourages electric 
vehicle manufacturers and related 
providers to manufacture a higher 
number of electric vehicles in the 
country.
Its goal is to   reduce vehicular 
emissions and air pollution levels 
within the country.
This scheme also aims to   establish an 
electric charging infrastructure.

In addition, Fame India Scheme targets  

to convert 30% of total transportation 
into electric vehicles by the year 2030.

The concerned authorities implemented the  
fi rst phase by focusing on four key areas. 
These are:

Demand Creation 

Technology Platform 

Pilot Project 

Charging Infrastructure. 

FAME India scheme off ers the following  
benefi ts:

Issues related to environmental and  

fuel conservation will be signifi cantly 
reduced.
Vehicles from diff erent segments will  

receive subsidy benefi ts accordingly.
Citizens can avail themselves of   eco-
friendly public transportation.
This scheme will allow individuals  

to reap the benefi ts of renewable 
energy sources through charging 
systems.
The   establishment of charging 
stations in close proximity further 
encourages individuals to opt for 
electric vehicles.
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Hybrid Immunity

20th January 2023

Context: A research on Hybrid immunity 
suggested that it provides the greatest 
immunity against Covid-19 combining 
vaccination immunity with infection 
immunity, creating an extra layer of 
protection.

Current Assessment:

According to a new study published in the  
Lancet, hybrid immunity is more eff ective 
at protecting against severe cases of 
Covid and preventing hospitalization than 
immunity from infection alone.
The study (which analyzed data from  
26 other studies) found participants with 
hybrid immunity had a 95% lower risk of 
developing serious Covid symptoms or 
requiring hospitalization.
It also found those with hybrid immunity  
were 42% less likely to get reinfected a 
year after their fi rst two Covid shots and 
almost 47% less likely six months after 
their fi rst booster—participants who had 
only been infected were 25% less likely to 
be reinfected with Covid.
The authors recommended mass  
vaccination should happen before case 

surges (i.e. during the winter months) 
because immunity is still eff ective a year 
later.

Diff erent types of Immunity

The World Health Organization defi nes  
hybrid immunity as protection in people 
who have received at least two doses of 
a Covid vaccine and have been infected 
with the virus either before or after 
vaccination.
Natural immunity (obtained after being  
infected) comes when the body produces 
antibodies to protect against a germ or 
virus. 
Infection-induced immunity is defi ned as  
the immune protection in an unvaccinated 
individual after one or more SARS-CoV-2 
infections.
Vaccine-induced immunity is defi ned as the  
immune protection in an individual who has 
not been previously infected with SARS-
CoV-2 but has completed a primary series 
(currently one or two doses of EUL COVID-
19 vaccine depending on the product) of any 
COVID-19 vaccine, or has also received a 
booster vaccination.
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India - Maldives Relations

20th January 2023

About:

India and Maldives share ethnic, linguistic,  
cultural, religious and commercial links 
steeped in antiquity and enjoy close, cordial 
and multi-dimensional relations. 
India was among the fi rst to recognise  
Maldives after its independence in 1965 
and to establish diplomatic relations with 
the country. 
In December 1976, India and the Maldives  
signed a maritime boundary treaty to agree on 
maritime boundaries. Treaty explicitly places 
Minicoy on the Indian side of the boundary. 
Trade:   In 1981, India and Maldives signed 
a comprehensive trade agreement. Both 
nations are founding members of the South 
Asian Association for Regional Cooperation 
(SAARC), the South Asian Economic Union 
and signatories to the South Asia Free 
Trade Agreement. 
Commerce:   India has provided extensive 
economic aid and has participated in 
bilateral programmes for the development 
of infrastructure, health, telecommunications 
and labor resources. It established the Indira 
Gandhi Memorial Hospital in Malé, the capital 
of Maldives, expanded telecommunications 
and air links and increased scholarships for 
Maldivian students. 

Capacity Building:   India provides the 
largest number of training opportunities 
for Maldivian National Defence Force 
(MNDF), meeting around 70% of their 
defense training requirements. India has 
trained over 1400 MNDF trainees over 
the past 10 years and have off ered 300 
(Including SPG, NSG and MIO training) 
training vacancies in 2021-22.

Key Events:

Military Coup:   In 1988,  a coup was 
attempted by a group of Maldivians led 
by businessman Abdullah Luthufi  and 
assisted by armed mercenaries of a Tamil 
secessionist organization from Sri Lanka, 
the People’s Liberation Organisation of 
Tamil Eelam, to overthrow the government 
in the island republic of Maldives. The 
mercenaries quickly gained control of the 
capital, including the major government 
buildings, airport, port, television and radio 
stations. The intervention by the Indian 
Armed Forces, codenamed Operation 
Cactus, defeated the attempted coup.
Water Shortage Crisis:   In the wake of a 
drinking water crisis in Male on 4 December 
2014, following collapse of the island’s only 
water treatment plant, Maldives urged India 
for immediate help. India came to rescue 



MOMENTUM IAS

Daily News Decoding

Dr. Piyush Chaubey Piyush Kumar

4

by sending its heavy lift transporters like 
C-17 Globemaster III, Il-76 carrying bottled 
water. The Indian Navy also sent her ships 
like INS Sukanya, INS Deepak and others 
which can produce fresh water using their 
onboard desalination plants.
COVID - 19:   During the COVID-19 crisis of 
2020, India extended help to Maldives in 
the form of fi nancial, material and logistical 
support.In April 2020, India provided $150 
million currency swap support to help Maldives 
mitigate the fi nancial impact of COVID-
19.[17] Also in April, at the request of the 
Maldivian government, the Indian Air Force 
airlifted 6.2 tonnes of essential medicines and 
hospital consumables to Maldives, as part of 
‘Operation Sanjeevani’. These supplies had 
been procured by Maldives’s State Trading 
Organisation from suppliers in India, but 
could not be transported due to the COVID-
19 lockdown.

Key Projects of India in Maldives:

Uthuru Thila Falhu Naval Base:   India extended 
a $50 million Line of Credit to Maldives for 
defense projects, mainly for the development, 
support and maintenance of the harbor of the 
Uthuru Thila Falhu Naval Base.

Greater Male Connectivity Project:   In 2021, 
the Maldivian Ministry of National Planning, 
Housing and Infrastructure signed a $500 
million infrastructure project for a 6.7 km bridge 
& causeway link with the Indian engineering 
company AFCONS. The 6.74-km bridge and 
causeway link will connect the capital of Malé 
with the islands of Villingili, Gulhifalhu and 
Thilafushi. It is being funded through a grant of 
$100 million and a line of credit of $400 million 
from India, and will boost connectivity between 
the four islands that account for almost half of 
the Maldivian population. 
GoI is also supporting restoration of Hukuru  
Miskiiy in Malé under Indian Grant of INR 8.95 
crores. This was announced by the Prime 
Minister during his address to the Majlis in June 
2019. An ASI team is currently working with the 
local Ministry of Arts to implement the project. 
Infrastructure & Connectivity Projects under  
Exim Bank Line of Credit of US$ 800 million for 
which Credit Line Agreement between Ministry 
of Finance, GoM and EXIM Bank of India was 
signed in March 2019. A USD 100 supplementary 
LOC, announced during President’s Solih’s 
August 2022 visit, was signed in Oct 2022.
During EAM’s visit to Maldives in March 2019,  
GoM requested Indian assistance for the 
construction of a cricket stadium in Hulhumalé, 
to which we readily agreed. During the PM visit 
in June 2019, it was committed that the Stadium 
will be built under Indian assistance.
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