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Prelims & GS Paper - I

Bhagat Singh
23rd MARCH 2023

Context: 92nd Death Anniversary of Bhagat 
Singh.

About:

Bhagat Singh is considered to be one of the  
most infl uential revolutionaries of the Indian 
Nationalist Movement.
Bhagat Singh was born on 28th September  
1907 in a Jat Sikh Punjabi family to Kishan 
Singh Sandhu and Vidyavati Kaur.  
At the time of his birth, his father   Kishan Singh, 
uncles Ajit and Swaran Singh were in jail for 
demonstrations against the Colonization Bill 
implemented in 1906. 
His uncle,   Sardar Ajit Singh, was a proponent 
of the movement and established the Indian 
Patriots’ Association.
His family was the supporter of the Ghadar  
party. 
The politically aware environment at home  
helped incite a sense of patriotism in the heart 
of young Bhagat Singh.
At a very young age,   Bhagat Singh started 
following the Non-Cooperation Movement, 
initiated by Mahatma Gandhi. 
Bhagat Singh had openly defi ed the British  
and had followed Gandhi’s wishes by burning 
the government-sponsored books. 
He even   left the school to enroll at the 
National College in Lahore. 
Two incidents   during his teen days shaped 
his strong patriotic outlook - the Jallianwala 
Bagh Massacre in 1919 and killing of 
unarmed Akali protesters at the Nankana 
Sahib in 1921.

Later Life:

In March 1925,   inspired by European 
nationalist movements, the Naujawan 
Bharat Sabha was formed with Bhagat Singh, 
as its secretary. 
Bhagat Singh   also joined the Hindustan 
Republican Association (HRA), a radical 
group. 
It was later   rechristened as the Hindustan 
Socialist Republican Association (HSRA) 
along with fellow revolutionaries 
Chandrashekhar Azad and Sukhdev. 
He   established contact with the members of 
the Kirti Kisan Party and started contributing 
regularly to its magazine, the “Kirti”. 
He also wrote in newspapers like “  Veer Arjun” 
under several pseudonyms.
Bhagat Singh’s activities   were limited to 
writing corrosive articles against the British 
Government, printing and distributing 
pamphlets.
These materials   outlined principles of a 
violent uprising, aimed at overthrowing the 
Government. 
Considering his infl uence on the youth, and  
his association with the Akali movement, 
he became a person of interest for the 
government.
The   police arrested him in a bombing case 
that took place in 1926 in Lahore. He was 
released 5 months later on a 60,000 rupees 
bond. 
On   30 October 1928, Lala Lajpat Rai led an 
all-parties procession and marched towards 
the Lahore railway station to protest against 
the arrival of the Simon Commission. 
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The   police resorted to a brutal lathi charge to 
thwart the advancement of the protesters. 
The   confrontation left Lala Lajpat Rai with 
severe injuries and he succumbed to his 
injuries on November 17, 1928. 
As a   revenge for the death of Lala Lajpat 
Rai, Bhagat Singh and his associates plotted 
the assassination of James A. Scott, the 
Superintendent of Police, is believed to have 
ordered the lathi charge. 
The   revolutionaries, mistaking J.P. Saunders, 
an Assistant Superintendent of Police, as 
Scott, killed him instead.
In response to the   formulation of the 
Defence of India Act, the Hindustan Socialist 
Republican Association planned to explode 
a bomb inside the assembly premises, where 
the ordinance was going to be passed. 
On   April 8 1929, Bhagat Singh and 
Batukeshwar Dutt threw a bomb onto the 
corridors of the assembly, shouted ‘Inquilab 
Zindabad!’ and threw pamphlets outlining 
their missive into the air. 
The   bomb was not meant to kill or injure 
anyone and therefore it was thrown away 
from the crowded place, but still several 
council members were injured in the 
commotion. 
Following the blasts both   Bhagat Singh and 
Batukeshwar Dutt courted arrest.

Lahore Conspiracy Trial:

Soon after the sentencing, the   police raided 
the HSRA bomb factories in Lahore and 
arrested several prominent revolutionaries.
Three individuals,   Hans Raj Vohra, Jai Gopal 
and Phanindra Nath Ghosh turned approver 

for the Government which led to a total of 21 
arrests including those of Sukhdev, Jatindra 
Nath Das and Rajguru. 
Bhagat Singh was re-arrested for the  
Lahore Conspiracy case, murder of Assistant 
Superintendent Saunders and bomb 
manufacturing.
Singh   and his fellow inmates declared an 
indefi nite hunger strike in protest of the 
prejudiced diff erence in treatment of the 
white versus native prisoners.
They   demanded to be recognised as political 
prisoners. 
The   hunger strike received tremendous 
attention from the press and gathered major 
public support in favor of their demands. 
Death of Jatindra Nath Das  , after a 63 days 
long fast, led to the negative public opinions 
intensifying towards the authorities. 
Bhagat Singh   fi nally broke his 116-day 
fast, on request of his father and Congress 
leadership, on October 5, 1929.
Owing to the   slow pace of the legal 
proceedings, a special tribunal consisting of 
Justice J. Coldstream, Justice Agha Hyder 
and Justice G. C. Hilton was set up on the 
directives of the Viceroy, Lord Irwin on 1 
May 1930. 
The   tribunal was empowered to proceed 
without the presence of the accused and 
was a one-sided trial that hardly adhered to 
the normal legal rights guidelines. 
On March 23, 1931, Bhagat Singh was hanged  
in Lahore Jail with his comrades Rajguru and 
Sukhdev.
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Prelims & GS Paper - III

Chandrayaan - 3
23rd MARCH 2023

Context: Indian Space Research Organisation 
(ISRO) Chairman S. Somanath, said the launch 
of Chandrayaan-3, India’s third lunar mission, 
and the fi rst solar mission Aditya L1 will 
possibly happen by the middle of 2023. 

About:

Chandrayaan 3 is an   ISRO (Indian Space 
Research Organization) mission.
Its   primary objective of putting a lander and 
rover in the highlands near the south pole 
of the Moon.
It is a follow-on   mission to Chandrayaan-2 to 
demonstrate end-to-end capability in safe 
landing and roving on the lunar surface.
Chandrayaan-3 consists of an indigenous  
Lander module (LM), Propulsion module (PM) 
and a Rover with an objective of developing 
and demonstrating new technologies 
required for interplanetary missions. 
The   Lander will have the capability to soft 
land at a specifi ed lunar site and deploy the 
Rover. 
The Rover will   carry out in-situ chemical 
analysis of the lunar surface during the 
course of its mobility. 
The Lander and the Rover have   scientifi c 
payloads to carry out experiments on the 
lunar surface. 
The   main function of PM is to carry the LM 
from launch vehicle injection till fi nal lunar 

100 km circular polar orbit and separate the 
LM from PM. 

Demonstrate Safe
And Soft Landing On

Lunar Surface

Demonstrate
Rover Roving
On The Moon

And

Conduct
In-situ

Scienti�c
Experiments.

OBJECTIVES OF

CHANDRAYAAN -

3 MISSION
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PAYLOADS IN CHANDRAYAAN - 3
Chandra’s Surface 

Thermophysical 
Experiment (ChaSTE): 

Measure the thermal 
conductivity and temperature

Passive Laser 
Retrorefl ector Array from 
NASA: Lunar laser ranging 

studies.

Instrument for Lunar 
Seismic Activity (ILSA): 
Measuring the seismicity 
around the landing site

Alpha Particle X-ray 
Spectrometer (APXS) and 
Laser Induced Breakdown 

Spectroscope (LIBS): 
Deriving the elemental 

composition in the vicinity of 
landing site.

Langmuir Probe (LP): 
Estimate the plasma density 

and its variations

Radio Anatomy of Moon 
Bound Hypersensitive 

ionosphere and 
Atmosphere (RAMBHA): 
Study the gas and plasma 

environment
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Prelims & GS Paper - II

High Seas Treaty
23rd MARCH 2023

Context: Negotiators from almost every country 
in the world fi nalized a new global treaty meant 
for the conservation and sustainable use of 
biological resources in the high seas.

About:

The   high seas comprise 64 percent of the 
ocean surface, and about 43 percent of the 
Earth. 
According to the   Deep Ocean Stewardship 
Initiative (DOCI), these areas are home to 
about 2.2 million marine species and up to a 
trillion diff erent kinds of microorganisms.
A   number of regional, multilateral and 
global legal frameworks exist to govern the 
activities in the oceans. 
The   most important of which is the United 
Nations Convention on the Laws of the Sea 
(UNCLOS), a 1982 agreement that has near-
universal acceptance.
UNCLOS defi ned: 

Rights and Duties of countries in the  

oceans
Extent of ocean areas over which countries  

could claim sovereignty
Legal status of marine resources.  

General rules for a range of activities in  

the oceans including navigation, scientifi c 
research, and deep-sea mining.

The   High Seas Treaty will work as an 
implementation agreement under the 
UNCLOS, much like the Paris Agreement 
works under the UN Framework Convention 
on Climate Change (UNFCCC).

Objectives:

Demarcation of marine protected areas  
(MPAs), rather like there are protected forests 
or wildlife areas.
Sustainable use of marine genetic resources  
and equitable sharing of benefi ts arising 
from them.
Initiation of the practice of environmental  
impact assessments for all major activities in 
the oceans.
Capacity building   and technology transfer.

Key Terms:

Marine Protected Areas:   MPAs are where 
ocean systems, including biodiversity, 
are under stress, either due to human 
activities or climate change. These can 
be called the national parks or wildlife 
reserves of the oceans. Activities in 
these areas will be highly regulated, 
and conservation eff orts similar to what 
happens in forest or wildlife zones, will 
be undertaken. Only about 1.44 per cent 
of high seas are currently protected, 
according to the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN).
Marine Genetic Resources:   Oceans host 
very diverse life forms, many of which can 
be useful for human beings in areas like 
drug development. Genetic information 
from these organisms is already being 
extracted, and their benefi ts are being 
investigated. The treaty seeks to ensure 
that any benefi ts arising out of such 
eff orts, including monetary gains, are 
free from strong intellectual property
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rights controls, and are equitably shared 
amongst all. The knowledge generated 
from such expeditions are also supposed 
to remain openly accessible to all.
Environment Impact Assessments:   The 
high seas are international waters that 
are open for use by all countries. Under the 
provisions of the new treaty, commercial or 
other activities that can have signifi cant 
impact on the marine ecosystem, or can 
cause large-scale pollution in the oceans, 
would require an environmental impact 
assessment to be done, and the results of 
this exercise have to be shared with the 
international community.
Capacity Building and Technology  
Transfer:  The treaty lays a lot of emphasis 
on this, mainly because a large number 
of countries, especially small island states 
and landlocked nations, do not have the 
resources or the expertise to meaningfully 
participate in the conservation eff orts, or to 
take benefi ts from the useful exploitation 
of marine resources. At the same time, the 
obligations put on them by the Treaty, to 
carry out environmental impact assessments 
for example, can be an additional burden.

Species at Risk:

In the   latest assessment of marine species, 
nearly 10% were found to be at risk of 
extinction, according to the International 
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN).
Sharks  , whales and abalone species - a 
type of shellfi sh - have come under particular 
pressure because of their high value as 
seafood and for drugs.
The IUCN estimates that 41% of the threatened  
species are also aff ected by climate change.

Enforcement:

Countries will need to meet again to   formally 
adopt the agreement and then have plenty 
of work to do before the treaty can be 
implemented.
It will only   enter into force once 60 countries 
have signed up and legally passed the 
legislation in their own countries.
Signatory countries   will then start looking 
at practically how these measures can be 
implemented and managed.
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Prelims & GS Paper - II & III

Right to Health
23rd MARCH 2023

Context: Rajasthan became the fi rst state in 
the country to guarantee the right to health to 
its residents.

What is Right to Health?

As per the   World Health Organisation 
(WHO), “health is a state where a person 
has achieved physical, mental, and social 
well-being”. 
The World Health Organisation envisions the  
right to health to be a basic right of every 
person where they achieve the highest 
attainable form of health. 
The   Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
(UDHR) recognises the right to health in 
Article 25. It states every person has a right 
to a living standard which is satisfactory to 
the health and well-being of the person and 
their family.
It was again   recognised in Article 12 of the 
International Covenant on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights, 1966.
According to   Article 12 of the Convention on 
the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 
against Women, 1979, the states shall make 
all eff orts to remove discrimination against 
women in health care. 

Essential Pillars of Right to Health:

Availability:   The state must make provision for 
a functioning and adequate healthcare system 
for the public and individuals throughout its 
territories. The precise nature of the healthcare 
system may vary. Still, it must necessarily 
include safe water, sanitation facilities, medical 
infrastructure, trained medical professionals, 
and essential drugs. 

Aff ordability:   Healthcare should be aff ordable 
for all. It must follow the principle of equity. 
The principle of equity dictates that healthcare 
expenses must be somewhat proportionate to 
the income level of the person so as to not 
induce poverty due to medical debt. Poor 
households must not be disproportionately 
burdened with healthcare expenses compared 
to richer households.
Accessibility:   There must be no discrimination 
in access to healthcare. It must be accessible 
to all, especially vulnerable and marginalized 
communities. The area of access to healthcare 
must be in a safe and physically reachable place. 
Quality:   Healthcare must be of good quality. 
It must be appropriate as per the scientifi c 
and medical standards. For example, trained 
medical professionals, safe and potable water, 
scientifi cally approved hospital equipment, 
etc.
Acceptability:   Healthcare must be respectful 
of medical ethics and culturally appropriate. 
It should have respect for the culture 
and be sensitive to gender and life-cycle 
requirements. 

Rajasthan’s Right to Health Bill:

RTH gives   every resident of the state the 
right to avail free Out Patient Department 
(OPD) services and In Patient Department 
(IPD) services at all public health facilities and 
select private facilities.
The   free healthcare services, including 
consultation, drugs, diagnostics, emergency 
transport, procedure and emergency care, 
will be provided subject to conditions specifi ed 
in the rules, which will be formulated now.
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All residents will be   entitled to emergency 
treatment and care without prepayment of 
any fee or charges, and the hospital can’t 
delay treatment on grounds of police 
clearance if it is a medico-legal case.
The Bill extends a total of 20 Rights to the  
citizens of the state.

As per the Bill, anyone found in   contravention 
of the Act will be punishable with a fi ne of 
up to Rs 10,000 for the fi rst contravention, 
and up to Rs 25,000 for the subsequent 
contraventions.


