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EURASIA AND SHIFT IN INDIAN 
FOREIGN POLICY

Eurasia-largest continental area comprising 93 countries of ( Europe + Middle East Asia) Signifi cance 
of Eurasia:

Rising China infl uence and growing China strategic assertiveness   - by projects like BRI, RCEP.
Changing Geostrategic alignments  : Increasing China and US animosity paved a way for 
Russia and China relationship. 
Cooperation between Eurasian Economic Union and BRI . 
China and Russia  deepening their ties with Iran .   Example : Military Exercise in Gulf of Oman.
Region being developed as countermeasure to Indo-Pacifi c Region 

India approach towards Eurasia:

The Eurasia region is interested in strengthening their ties with India and as well   decrease their 
dependency on China.
Stability in Central Asia:   Central Asia has great geo-strategic value to India- with emerging 
Taliban and ISIS in the porous borders of this region and the problem of drugs and arms-achieving 
stability in the region is in India’s interest.
Eurasia is connecting various subregions of Asia and West Asia hence makes it important for  
India with respect to trade and tourism.
India is working on setting up a central   Asian-e network with its hub in India -to deliver tele-
education, medicine.
Eurasian states are long term partners of India in   energy and natural resources.
Steps by India to strengthen its ties with Eurasia: 
Boosting Connectivity: 

International North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC) 

Joint use of Chabahar Port for trade 

Maritime route between Chennai and Vladivostok 

India- EU strategic Partnership

Challenges faced by India :

No direct geographical access to Central ASia 
China assertiveness in central asia  
Pakistan reluctance and blocking India’s reach towards Eurasia. 

CHINA’S NEW LAND BORDER LAW

China passed a border law. It aims at securing the Chinese borders with its neighbours.
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What is the new law?

It was proposed in March 2021 during the crisis along the Line of Actual Control 
The law, which took effect on January 1, 2022, lists various responsibilities for civilian and  
military authorities in China to take steps to safeguard national sovereignty.
The law covers delineation and border defence to immigration, border management and trade. 
The issuing of new names, which calls for promoting border education at all levels of  
government.
Article 22 calls for the Chinese military to carry out border drills and to resolutely prevent, stop  
and combat what it calls invasions, encroachments and provocations.

What is the reason behind the move?

In the new law China’s Ministry of Civil Affairs had issued standardised names for 15 places in  
the Indian State of Arunachal Pradesh.
In 2017, Chinese authorities fi rst issued six “offi cial” names for places in Arunachal Pradesh. 
That move was seen at the time as a retaliatory measure after the Dalai Lama visited the State. 
Now the new list is more extensive. It has 15 names, including 8 towns, 4 mountains, 2 rivers  
and 1 mountain pass, covering 11 districts in Arunachal from Tawang in the west to Anjaw in the 
east.
These names are to be used henceforth on all offi cial Chinese documents and maps. It shows  
Arunachal as “south Tibet”.
The move indicates a broader new Chinese approach to territorial disputes. 
China views it important to safeguard their national sovereignty, better maintain national  
security and manage border-related matters
It gives a legal level amid regional tensions, including friction with India. 

How has India responded?

India responded to the move saying that assigning invented names will not alter the status on the  
ground and Arunachal Pradesh is an integral part of India.
The naming is a largely symbolic gesture. 
It will not change facts on the ground. 

How China’s move will affect India-China relations?

The new law will give legal cover and formalise the Chinese military’s transgressions across the  
LAC in 2020.
It would give fresh impetus to carry out the construction of infrastructure. 
This includes frontier villages in border areas, including some in disputed territories along the  
border with India and Bhutan
Under the border village construction plan, launched in 2017, China is building “fi rst line and  
second line villages” in border areas.
It also moves residents, mainly herders, to live in the new dwellings along the borders with India,  
Bhutan and Nepal as well.
In November 2021, satellite images surfaced showing a second Chinese cluster of 60 newly built  
dwellings.
India claims these as its territory in Arunachal Pradesh, around 100 km east of another village  
built in late 2020.
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The territory in question has been under Chinese control since 1959 and previously had Chinese  
military installations there
But the civilian constructions were seen as further bolstering Chinese claims essentially in a land  
that is still disputed and under negotiation by the two sides.
India expressed concern saying that such unilateral decisions can have implications on the existing  
bilateral arrangements on border management.

GEOPOLITICS OF INDIA-CHINA IN
SRI- LANKA

China’s growing presence in Sri Lanka is generating concerns about the Indo-Sri Lanka bilateral 
relationship.

China infl uence in Sri Lanka

Economic  :
China is the largest  

foereign investor and 4th 
largest foreign lender 
in development projects 
like Hambantota port, 
MattalaAirport,Colombo 
port city project etc.
Largest importer and  

exporter to Sri Lanka.
Military and Naval  
Presence

China sells a range of  

modern armament to the 
Sri Lanka
Chinese deployment of  

research vessels(spy ships) 
in the Indian Ocean
Proposal to establish a  

new forum for Indian Ocean island nations inspite of similar existing forums such as Indian 
OCeanRim Association (IORA) and Indian OCean Navies Symposium (IONS)

Technical Assistance: 
China extended yuan  800million for partnership in the health and housing sector. 

India-Sri Lanka Relations:

Political:   The 2020 virtual summit issued a joint statement “Mitratva Magga” covering all areas 
of bilateral relations.
Economic:   Sri Lanka remains among the largest trade partners of India in SAARC.
India inks deal with Sri Lank to jointly develop Trincomalee oil tank farm 
Renewable energy projects and investments in information technology in Sri lanka by India 



4https://momentumias.com

MOMENTUM IAS

MOMENTUM IAS

Credit lines for fuel and food 
India provided a $ 400 m credit swap facility to Sri lanka 
Cultural:   Buddhism, spread by Ashoka is one of the strong pillars connecting both Nations. 
Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation Scheme, Study in India tourism etc also played their 
part in strengthening cultural connect between the two nations. 
Development Projects  : Sri Lanka is India’s one of the major development partners. For e.g. 
India housing Project in Sri Lanka. 
Military Exercises  : MITRA, SHAKTI, IN-SLN etc. 

How China affects India Sri lanka Bilateral relationship:

Threat to maritime security:
Permanent PLA presence in the eastern Indian Ocean will certainly affect India’s interest 
Favouring China over India:  China is viewed as a more reliable partner in enabling domestic 
economic development, timely completion of projects,cost -effectiveness and quality of infrastructure 
etc.
Impact on trade:   The import restrictions policy imposed by the Sri lanka government to control 
foriegn currency outfl ows does not seem to have affected China as much as it impacted India.

Challenges in India-Sri Lanka relationship:

Chinese card played by Sri Lanka:   The Government in Sri Lanka has tried to leverage China 
as a counterweight to India. China has invested heavily in Sri Lanka’s infrastructure as part of 
its “ Strings of pearls” policy.
Trust Defi cits: 
Sri Lanka backed out from its commitments made to India on various projects. 
Trade:  There has been very little strategic FDI coming into Sri Lanka from India.
Fisherman Issue:   It has been often a sensitive issue in India particularly in Tamil Nadu in the 
past one decade. Even in early 2021, four fi shermen lost their lives.
In 1974 , the island was ceded to Sri Lankaafter an agreement was signed between the two  
countries.
The agreement allowed Indian fi sherman” access to Katchatheevu for rest, for drying of nests and  
for the annual St Anthony’s festival” but it did not ensure the traditional fi shing rights.

Steps to strengthen India-Sri Lanka relationship:

Buddhist Exchanges 
Resolving Fisherman’s Issues 
BuildingConnectivity 
Trade and investment 
Promoting religious links 
Handing over a sacred “ Sita temple stone” from Sri Lanka for the proposed Ram temple in  
Ayodhya.

Conclusion
The two countries share various platforms , such as: the Indian Ocean as a zone of peace; regional 
integration in South Asia; the future of the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC); 
ways to rejuvenate the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation 
(BIMSTEC); and expanding bilateral economic cooperation between them.
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UKRAINE CRISIS

Russia has amassed more than 100,000 troops at Ukraine’s eastern border.Its actions have prompted 
concerns among Western and Ukrainian offi cials that an invasion could occur.
However, Russia denies that it is planning to invade Ukraine and says its deployment of troops and 
equipment close to the borders is an exercise.

Development of Crisis:

2008  : Ukraine initiated Ties with NATO. Russia expresses concern
2013  : Ukraine President suspends talks with EU and reaffi rms ties with Russia, triggering mass 
protests.
2014  : Russia annexes Crimea after a referendum.
2017  : Ukraine and EU sign an agreement for opening markets, along with visa-free travel
2018  : Russia constructs a bridge over Kerch Strait. This obstructs the waterways to Ukraine
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2021  : Russia demands Ukraine be not admitted to NATO.
2022  : US and Russian offi cials meet in Geneva, but the issue remains unresolved.

Reasons for Russia’s interest in Ukraine:

NATO’s support to Ukraine:   Russia views growing support for Ukraine from NATo- in terms 
of weaponry, training and personnel- as a threat to its own security.
Historical ties:   Russia has deep cultural, economic , and political bonds with Ukraine , and in 
many ways Ukraine is central to Russia’s identity and vision for itself in the  world.
Russian Diaspora:   Russia’s top concerns is the welfare of the approximately eight million ethnic 
Russian living in Ukraine- mostly in the south and east
Superpower image:   After the collapse of the Soviet Union, many Russian politicians viewed the 
divorce with Ukraine as a mistake of history and a threat to Russia standing as a great power.

India’s Response

India has maintained an independent response based on its national interest and principles rather  
than pressure from any nation.
India abstained from voting in all resolutions.  
These principles work towards a safe and sustainable solution based on international norms and  
principles. 
It does not vilify any side but provides humanitarian relief and assistance to people rather than  
arms to them.

E.g. 
India sent 90 tonnes of humanitarian assistance to Ukraine.  
It highlights strategic autonomy in times of a global upheaval and to reach a peaceful resolution  
through shared responsibility.

Concern of India due to Ukraine Crisis:

India has good relations with both russia and the us and siding with one of these countries could  
cost india its relationship with other
Confl ict between US and Russia will complicate  the delivery of the Russian S-400 missile system  
and the possibility of a presidential waiver.
The crisis will make Moscow  more dependent on friends like China 
India’s plans in Russia’s energy sector and in the development of its Far east, in general would  
be derailed.

Global impact of the Russia-Ukraine War

Oil/Gas Prices:
Sanctions on Russia have pushed oil prices to above US$100/barrel and gas prices increase by 50%. 
With India being the 3rd largest oil importer after China and USA-increases India’s import bill  
and Current Account Defi cit.

Rise in Global infl ation- hurting global economy and growth

Disruptions in trade:
Russia and Ukraine are major global suppliers of some commodities -Russia accounts for 15% of  
global nitrogenous fertiliser trade and 17% of global potash fertiliser trade.
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Russia is a major producer of Titanium , Palladium, Rough Diamond etc. 
Russia and Ukraine are major export destinations of the Indian pharmaceutical industry.Also,  
Russia accounts for 18% of Indian tea exports.

Conclusion:
The confl ict marked a clear shift in the global security environment from a unipolar period of U.S. 
dominance to one defi ned by renewed competition between great powers. However, a solution to 
the confl ict is at hand, in the form of the Minsk II agreement of 2015 calling for autonomy for a 
demilitarised Donbas within Ukraine, under international guarantees. 

INDIA NET SECURITY PROVIDER IN 
INDIAN OCEAN

India’s President praised India’s constant vigil in protecting the Indian Ocean region (IOR) and 
advocated that India had become a preferred security partner in the region.
A net provider of security is the nation which can address the security concerns of not only itself but 
also other countries in the vicinity or beyond. A net security provider can address the security concern 
of other countries in several ways:

It can provide them training support to enhance their capacity by providing trainers.   (capacity 
building)
It can provide them support of its armed forces in operations other than war to achieve mutually  
benefi cial foreign policy objectives (Military diplomacy). This includes military visits and 
mutual exercises.
It can help them in their defence efforts or in maintaining control over their own territory  
(military assistance)
It can directly deploy its own forces to aid or stabilise a situation.   (Direct Deployment)

Signifi cance of IOR for India:
IOR mainly consists of littoral states of the Indian Ocean, IOR comprises a number of sub- 
regions, such as Australia, South East Asia, South Asia, Horn of Africa and Southern and Eastern 
Africa.
Trade:India imports about 70% of its oil through the IOR to its various ports.90% of India;s  
international trade by volume is dependent on sea
Resources: India depends heavily on Indian Ocean Resources with her fi shing and aquaculture  
industries being a major source of export as well as providing employment to more than 14 million 
people.
Countering China’s infl uence:China’s aggressive soft power diplomacy has widely been seen as  
arguably the most important element in shaping the IOR environment, transforming the entire 
region’s dynamics.

How does India act as a Net Security provider in the Indian 
Ocean Region(IOR)?

Geostrategic positioning:India’s Central position in the IOR gives it an immense advantage-this 
provides for a dominant position for India.
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India’s Policies:
India’s policy towards countries in the IOR is guided by the   ‘Neighbourhood First’ policy”- 
It focuses on delivering benefi ts like greater connectivity,improved infrastructure, stronger 
development cooperation in various sectors, security and border people to people contacts.
SAGAR  policy:   The build greater trust and promote respect for maritime rules, norms and 
peaceful resolution for disputes.
Assistance during Calamities and Natural Disasters: 
India has been regularly conducting exercises to deepen the Humanitarian Aid and Disaster  
Relief (HADR) cooperation and coordination among our neighbours.
Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS)  : t is a forum that seeks to enhance maritime 
cooperation among Navies of the littoral states of the IOR.

Impediments to India for being a Net Security Provider:
To be a net security provider, the Navy has to address a huge number of challenges.

The challenges range from conducting Maritime Military Operations (MMO), to protecting India’s  
vast coastline, to protecting Sea Lanes of Communications. The MMO by itself requires Indian 
Navy to address a large number of threats such as piracy, smuggling, drug-traffi cking, terrorism, 
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, UN peace support operations and search and rescue 
operations etc. 
The coastal and offshore security role of the Navy is eating into its blue water role. The Indian  
Navy has been given the responsibility to keep India’s vast coastline secure. This responsibility 
comes without any due authority. 
The Indian Navy and the Coast Guard do not have any authority to coordinate various departments  
and agencies which are functioning under 16 different ministries.
The Indian Navy does not have the requisite defence-industrial base to support its blue water  
ambitions.
Most of the Navy’s requirements are procured from abroad. This makes the Navy to function with  
a lot of operational and maintenance handicaps. With these handicaps, it might be diffi cult for 
the Indian Navy to pursue its Maritime Capability Perspective Plan (MCPP) and the Long Term 
Integrated Perspective Plan (LTIPP), which aims to have 200 warships by 2027.
Achieving the status of net security provider can put enormous strain on a country’s fi nite  
resources and calls for a manifold increase in existing military hardware.

Way Forward:
Formulation of a National Defence Policy: As assertive defence policy would inspire confi dence, not 
only within India but also amongst the small littoral nations of IOR who would then acknowledge her 
intent, desire and capability to become a net security provider in the region.

INDIA -MALDIVES : INDIA OUT 
CAMPAIGN

What is the India Out Campaign?

‘India Out’ campaign was regarded as an organised campaign that aims to disrupt relations  
between the two countries by inciting unrest.  One of the reasons for this was cooperation between 
the two sides in 2021 to develop a harbour on the Uthuru Thilafalhu (UTF) atoll for the Maldivian 
coast Guard as it was rumoured that there were Indian military personnel stationed there.
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The Maldives government responded sharply by describing India as the country’s “ closest ally  
and trusted neighbour”. It is also considering legislation to criminalise protests “ that affect the 
country’s relations with other nations”.

India- Maldives relations:

India was among the fi rst to recognize Maldives after its independence in 1965 and to establish  
diplomatic relations with the country.
Both Countries share ethnic,linguistic, cultural , religious and commercial links. 

Signifi cance of Maldives:

Geostrategic importance:   It is an important member of India’s ‘Neighbours First policy and 
SAGAR policy
Geopolitical :   China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) , involving the Maldives has widened the 
Chinese sphere of infl uence that has  potential to adversely impact India’s interest.
Maldives is a member of SAARC, SASEC, Indian Ocean RIM Association. 
Sea lanes of communication (SLOCs)   in the vicinity of the Maldives have immense signifi cance 
for global maritime trade and for India since nearly 50% of India’s external trade and 80% of her 
energy imports transit these westward SLOCs in the Arabian Sea.
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Maldives is positioned like a toll gate between the western Indian nOcean choke point ( Gulf  
of Aden and the Strait of Hormuz), and the eastern Indian Ocean chokepoint of the Straits of 
Malacca. It is an important partner in India’s role as the net security provider in the IOR.
Tourism: In 2019, India was the 2nd largest source of tourist arrivals in  Maldives. In 2021, India  
was the largest market with a 23 % market share.
People-to- People contact:   Indians are the 2nd largest expatriate community in Maldives. About 
25% Doctors and Teachers in Maldives are Indian nationals.India is the preferred destination for 
Maldivian for education, medical treatment, recreation and business.
Maldives was the fi rst country to receive COVID-19 vaccines from India. 

Challenges in India-Maldives relations:

Growing Chinese infl uence  :China is actively establishing its presence in this strategically 
positioned island-state by involving itself in a large number of infrastructure projects.
Concerns of Workers:   Expatriate workers, particularly the unskilled labourers sometimes face 
problems relating to the holding  of passports by employers, non-payment of salaries and other 
dues, exploitation and other job-related harassment.
Domestic factors  : In 2018, India had voted against Maldives and in favour of Indonesia for a 
non-permanent seat at the UN Security Council.

Way forward:
Anti- terrorism cooperation :   India need to enhance anti-terrorism cooperation with Maldives 
to check entry of Maldivians in terrorist activities and strengthen security cooperation
Deter China infl uence:   India needs to speed up cooperation and timely deliver projects to 
compete with china.
Gujral Doctrine  : India needs to adhere to Gujral doctrine that sets fi ve principles to guide the 
conduct of foreign relations with India’s immediate neighbours.

INDIA-UAE: CEPA

India and  the United Arab Emirates (UAE) signed a Comprehensive Partnership Agreement (CEPA).

What is CEPA?

Trade Agreements is an arrangement through which  
countries provide preferential treatment to each other.
CEPA i.e, Comprehensive Economic Partnership  
Agreement is a comprehensive TA cover.
Negotiations on trade tariff and Tariff rate quotas  
rates
Trade in services and investment 
Other areas of economic partnership such as customs  
cooperation, competition and Intellectual Property 
Rights; including the regulatory aspects of trade
India has already signed a CEPA with Japan and South  
Korea.
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Key Provisions:

Around 90% of products exported from India to UAE will attract zero duty. 
Provides for a permanent safeguard mechanism to deal with sudden surge in imports of any  
product.
Automatic registration and marketing authorisation of Indian generic medicines, once they are  
approved in developed countries.
It also has stringent’ rules of origin’ refl ecting requirements for substantial processing of up to  
40% value addition.
Rules of origin(ROOs) are used to determine if products are eligible for duty- free or reduced  
duties under trade agreements.

India-UAE partnership : 50 years of strong Bilateral Relations

Economic Partnership:   UAE is India’s third largest trading partner with bilateral trade
Climate Action:  Both nations have agreed to establish joint Hydrogen Task force with special 
focus on Green Hydrogen
Energy:  UAE is an important supplier of crude, LNG and LPG.UAE is the fi rst international 
partner to invest by way of crude oil in India’s Strategic Petroleum Reserves Program
Security Cooperation:  Regular high level exchanges and holding of Annual Defence Dialogue 
for further cooperation on security and defence.
E.g Zayad Talwar 2021 
Technologies:  Increasing Cooperation in the fi eld of Space,Cyber Security and other Science and 
Technology sectors including startups in Emerging Technologies.

Signifi cance of CEPA

Permanent bilateral safeguard mechanism to deal with any sudden surge in imports 
Will increase Two way investment fl ows and remittances 
Will pave the way for a broaFTA with the GCC countries 
An estimated 1 million new job opportunities in India 
Will help market entry points to Africa ,Middle East and Europe 
Likely to benefi t $26 billion worth of Indian Products 
Automatic registration market authorization for Indian generic medicines if already approved in  
developed countries
Permanent bilateral safeguard mechanism to deal with any sudden surge in imports. 

Way Forward India
UAE CEPA has opened opportunities for India to fi ll some of the damaged Global Supply Chains  
and Global Skills Mobility due to pandemic. India can tap these opportunities through:
Capacity Building of local administration to ensure faster compliance and ease of doing business.  
E.g., better CentreState coordination can help to sort out issues of infrastructure, energy, and 
logistics cost. 
Benchmarking of domestic safety and quality standards with global standards for quality  
manufacturing and avoiding dumping of lower quality hazardous goods in India. 
Diversifying Indian exports in terms of markets and the products and services to achieve scale  
and to overcome demand and price sensitivity issues.
Strengthening coordination between exporters and government through hand-holding ● 
approach to provide guidance on UAE market and CEPA
For instance, Indian Missions in UAE and its diaspora can be used for market awareness and in  
building networks.
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BIMSTEC

The fi fth Summit of the regional grouping , the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical 
and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC), held virtually in Colombo.
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About BIMSTEC

BIMSTEC is an inter-regional grouping that seeks to foster regional and economic cooperation 
among its 7 member nations in the littoral and adjacent areas of the Bay of Bengal-India,Thailand 
,Myanmar,Nepal, Bangladesh ,Sri Lanka and Bhutan

Signifi cance of BIMSTEC:

BIMSTEC is key to fulfi l the country’s strategic aspirations to cater to the wider concept of ‘Indo   
pacifi c’ and an Indian Ocean community.
Bay of Bengal is the largest bay in the world and is the route for about 25% of global trade.The bay  
of bengal has huge reserves for natural gas which is an untapped source of energy
Due to setbacks to SAARC being under-utilised,BIMSTEC has emerged as the “preferred platform”  
for regional cooperation in South Asia.
BIMSTEC seeks to act as a bridge between South and Southeast Asia, making it a natural platform  
to fulfi l our key foreign policy priorities of ‘Neighbourhood First’ and ‘Act East’.
Bay of Bengal has enormous signifi cance from the security point of view as it borders the Straits of  
Malacca.It also presents an opportunity to enhance India’s Blue Economy and Maritime Security.
Piracy and traffi cking , depleting fi sh stocks, and irregular migration are some issues.

Challenges with BIMSTEC

Bay of Bengal’s potential is hamstrung by a lack of close internal economic integration among the  
countries
BIMSTEC as an organisation has remained largely dormant for the better part of its existence. 
Many asymmetries among members cannot be overlooked while conducting negotiations as well  
as implementations.
Example:   Myanmar is possibly the most unreliable in terms of tis domestic politics due to the 
Rohingya crisis
Bhutan is understandably protective about the conservation of its environment 
BIMSTEC signed the FTA agreement  but stands far away from its goal because of the protectionist  
economics of South Asian countries and national interests are making free trade an unattainable 
objective.

Way Ahead:

Enhancing connections and connectivity: This can be done by encouraging people to people contacts  
and simultaneously accelerating work on the already started multilateral connectivity projects
Regular deliberations:BIMSTEC should adopt an approach that involves negotiations, regular  
meetings and free and fair discussions.
Engaging with other regional organisations- Need to develop regular channels of communication  
with various counterparts active in the Bay of Bengal region.

COVID-19 AND IP WAIVER ISSUE

Background:
The US, EU ,India and South Africa -draft” compromise agreement “ on waiving Intellectual  
property(IP) rights for COVID-19 vaccines.
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India and South Africa have proposed a temporary waiver on IP rights for covid-19 vaccines and  
other Covid related technologies at the WTO until global herd immunity is achieved.
This proposal has come to be known as the   TRIPS waiver.
The waiver would enable the manufacturing of generic versions of Covid-19 vaccines.  

About IP:

IP pertains to any original creation of the human intellect such as artistic, literary, technical, or  
scientifi ci creation.
IPRs are the rights given to a person over the creations of their minds. They usually give the  
creator an exclusive right over the use of his/her creation for a certain period of time- usually 
given for a fi nite term( typically 20 years in the case of patents).
WTo Agreement on TRIPS, which came into effect in 1995is the most comprehensive multilateral  
agreement on IP.

Arguments in favour of IP waiver:

Vaccine nationalism  : The vaccine nationalism exemplifi ed by pre-orders of vaccines by many 
wealthy states (including the US., UK and EU) has been blamed for reducing the availability of 
vaccines in low and middle income countries.
Affordability:   The waiver of patent protections could allow countries with fewer resources (e.g 
MiddleAfrica) to reduce the price that is necessary to produce large quantities of vaccine.
Ending pandemic  : Repeated waves of Covid with different strains has made it more clear that 
the pandemic will nto ned until global vaccination reaches a suffi cient level. 
Vaccine inequities:  According to WHO, nearly 80% of COVID-19 vaccines were administered in 
just 10 rich countries.

Arguments against IP waiver:

May not resolve the issue of accessibility  :Only the waiver of IP rights wont help in achieving 
the global vaccine equity-there are many complex issues, such as the logistics for administering 
the vaccination in low-income countries
Implementation Challenges  : Indeed, a waiver at WTolevel would only remove an obligation for the 
countries to guarantee IP protection to the many medical products that could help in the fi hgt againts 
Covid-19.It will not remove possible reliance by private parties on their acquired IP protection.

Way Forward:
Easing the export of vaccines:   Lifting or simplifying some requirement  for the exports of 
Covid-related pharmaceuticals products( not only vaccines) produced under a compulsory licence 
for at least three years.
More focus on manufacturing  : Massive investment are needed in manufacturing capabilities 
and removal of the bottlenecks for mass producing vaccines that have shown suffi cient effi cacy
Vaccination campaigns:   Huge investment in logistics-transport , ultra cold chains and 
awareness campaigns through various media

WEAPON OF MASS DESTRUCTION:
BILL-2022

Weapons of Mass Destruction and their Delivery System (Prohibition of Unlawful Activities) Amendment 
Bill, 2022 to ban funding of weapons of mass destruction was recently passed in Lok Sabha.
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About the Bill:

The Bill amended the 2005 Act -that prohibits unlawful activities( such as manufacturing,  
transport or transfer) related to weapons of mass destruction, and their means of delivery.
The amendment bill bars persons from fi nancing any prohibited activity related to WMD and  
their delivery systems directly or indirectly.
It empowers the central government to freeze , seize or attach fi nancial assets and economic  
resources of people engaged in such activities

Defi nition of WMD as per India’s WMD Act 2005:

Nuclear Weapons:   in general, these machinery and weapons use the process of nuclear fi ssion 
in order to facilitate an explosion
Chemical Weapons:   Toxic chemicals and their precursors ( except where used for peaceful 
purposes); munitions and devices specifi cally designed to cause death or other harm through the 
toxic properties of those toxic chemicals.
Biological Weapons:   Microbial and other biological agents, or toxins of types and in quantities 
that have no justifi cation for prophylactic, protective or other peaceful purposes; and weapons 
equipment or delivery systems specially designed to use such agents or toxins for hostile purposes 
or in armed confl ict.

About WMD:

The expression is usually understood to cover nuclear, biological and chemical (NBC) weapons. 
It is therefore categorised as a class of weaponry with the potential to: 
Produce in a single moment an enormous destructive effect capable to kill millions of civilians,  
destroy natural environment, and will alter the lives of future generations through the catastrophic 
effects
Cause death or serious injury of people through toxic or poisonous chemicals; 
Disseminate disease-causing organism or toxins to harm or kill human, animals or plants; 
Deliver nuclear explosive devices, chemical, biological or toxin agents to use them for hostile  
purposes or in armed confl ict.

Measures Taken In Asia And The Pacifi c:

States in Asia and the Pacifi c have experienced fi rst-hand the inhumane effects of WMDs, and the 
region has assumed a leadership role in the global campaign to delegitimize all forms of WMDs.
Three of the six treaties establishing nuclear-weapon-free zones are located in Asia and the Pacifi c:

Treaty of Rarotonga (South Pacifi c Nuclear Free Zone Treaty, 1986), 
Bangkok Treaty (Southeast Asian Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone Treaty, 1995), 
Central Asia Nuclear-Weapon-Free-Zone (2006) 

Conclusion
The presence of weapons of mass destruction in the world is a terrifying reality and efforts have to  
be put in by the international community together with support from the nuclear-weapon states 
for guaranteeing a safer and peaceful world.
Biological weapons are of the greatest concern to mankind in the contemporary world among all the  
components of weapons of mass destruction hence requiring a stringent verifi cation mechanism.
The current debate on a nuclear-weapon-free world has to take a proper shape and the commitment  
has to come from top nuclear weapon countries like the United States and Russia.
The threat is real and unless and until adequate measures are taken on time, the possibility of getting  
hold of fi ssile materials in the wrong hands can never be ruled out encouraging acts of bioterrorism.
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INDIA’S ARCTIC POLICY

The Ministry  of Earth Science has released India’s Arctic Policy - India and the Arctic: building a 
partnership for sustainable development’.

About the policy:

Increase India’s participation in Arctic Council 
Harmonise polar research with third pole-Himalayas 
Deepen cooperation between India and countries of Arctic region under various Arctic forums. 
Coordinated policymaking on the implications of ice melting in the Arctic on India’s  
economic,military and strategic interests.

National Centre for Polar and Ocean Research (NCPOR) in Goa-is the nodal institution for 
India’s Polar research programme, which includes Arctic studies
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Six pillar of the policy 

Science and Research:  
Strengthening the existing research base at Himadri 

Harness existing expertise across disciplines such as geo-engineering, cold biology and  

microbial diversity
Establish satellite ground stations in Arctic 

Expand remote sensing capability to Arctic  

Engage with Arctic nations for mutually advantageous sharing of India’s RESOURCESAT  

data for land and water management,
Climate and Environmental Protection 

Improve earth system models to support weather and climate predictions 

Environmental management in the Arctic-Methane Emissions 

Conservation of Arctic Flora and Fauna and Protection of Arctic Marine Environment  

Economic and Human Development 
Exploration of natural resources and minerals 

Undertake cultural and educational exchanges between indigenous community of glacial  

regions of Himalayas and Arctic
Develop safe seed storage facilities in cryospheric regions 

Promoting e-commerce with Arctic nation  

Encourage Indian participation i unsustainable tourism in Arctic 

Transportation and connectivity 
Collaborate in the fi eld of ship building  

Promote opportunities for indian seafarers to crew ships  

Work towards linking International North South Corridor with Unifi ed deep water system 

Governance and International Cooperation 
Participate in international climate change and environmental treaty frameworks relating  

to the Arctic
Promotie security and stability in the Arctic 

Uphold international law in particular UNCLOS 

National Capacity Building 
Strengthening institutional and human resources capacities 

Build indegenous capacity in building ships 

Widen pool of experts in sectors like mineral, oil ,gas in arctic 

Trained manpower to survive in the Arctic region .  

Signifi cance of Arctic to India:

Arctic Council:   Since 2013, India has been an Observer nation
Connectivity:   The Northern Sea route  which would connect the North Atlantic to the North 
Pacifi c-linking Europe with Asia in the North- through a short polar arc is the most tempting.
Resource Rich   : Melting ice opens up new opportunities like energy exploration, mining, food 
security and shipping. Arctic Sea is estimated to have as much 10 to 20 % of the world’s oil and 
nearly 30% of natural gas
Regulate temperature:   The Arctic helps to circulate the world’s ocean current, moving cold and 
warm water around the globe, thus distributing heat from surplus to defi cit regions.
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Need of Arctic Policy:

Rising Sea level:   The land ice loss due to global warming is a major contributor to global sea 
level rise and its impact on marine biodiversity.
Glacial melt in Himalayas:   It will help in understanding of the glacial melt in Himalayas which 
is biggest source of major rivers in India
Monsoons:   Abrupt changes in the Arctic have an impact on global weather, climate and ecosystem 
including India monsoons which impact agriculture.
Mineral resources and Hydrocarbons:   To potentially address India’s energy security needs 
and defi ciency of strategic and rare earth minerals, as the Arctic region has rich deposits of coal, 
gypsum, lead, placer gold etc.

Conclusion:
As India does have a growing demand for energy, procurement of Natural gas or newer resources like 
methane hydrate, from the Arctic region in collaboration with countries, will diversify its energy imports.

MIDDLE EAST QUAD

The Middle East quad involves India, Israel , the United Arab Emirates and the United States.

Factors for formation of the Middle East Quad

Abraham Accords:  The Abraham Accord signed in 2020 between UAE and Israel and US as a 
guarantor has led to establishment of diplomatic relations between UAE and Israel. 
Common Iranian challenge:   Both Israel and the Arab world see a resurgent Iran as a major 
challenge in the region.They want to together address the challenge of Iran’s growing strategic 
control in the Middle East Region.
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Withdrawal of US from the region:   Withdrawal of US forces from Afghanistan and imminent 
withdrawal of US forces from Afghanistan imminent withdrawal from Iraq means that regional 
players will have to corner larger responsibility in maintaining order in the region.
Increasing Chinese infl uence:   China has emerged as one of the largest customers of crude oil 
and other petrochemical resources of the Middle East especially after the shale revolution in the 
US which has made US energy self-suffi cient.China has huge investment in the region and with 
special focus on strengthening China Iran relations.

Middle East Quad Indo-Pacifi c Quad

A new concept formed as a 
consequence of Abraham Accords

Has developed gradually over past 15 years

Strategic focus yet to be outline Defi nite strategic focus-Free and Open Indo-pacifi c

Role of other members is yet to be 
outlined

Focuses on ASEAN centrality

It focuses on economic collaboration 
through private companies

It focuses on goals to be achieved through G2G collaboration

It it aims to counter Iran and other 
problems in Arab nations

IPQ has been strengthened by the India- China border 
tensions.

No parallel military partnership AUKUS can be seen as a parallel military partnership to 
the IPQ

Importance of West Asia for India:

Oil and Gas & Energy Security:   The Gulf West Asa-contributing 60% of India’s total imports of 
crude oil and 85% of India;s LNG requirements.Saudi Arabia used to be India’s  largest supplier 
of crude oil.
Diaspora and Remittances:   There are around 8-9 million Indians in West Asia- these includes 
managers, doctors, technicians, engineers, IT experts, workers and vast majority of community 
hails from Kerala.The remittances account for 3 percent of India’s GDP
Trade and Investment  :The UAE- India Infrastructure Investment Fund aims at a target of 75 
billion US dollars to support investment in India’s infrastructure-especially in railways, ports, 
roads, airports and industrial corridors and parks.Saudi Arabia is India’s fourth largest trade 
partner and has pledged an investment of 100$ billion in iIndia in various sectors.

Does Joining the Middle East Quad Mark a shift in India’s Approach 
towards the Region?

India has been balancing its relations amidst the existing international problems. Example-India  
stands towards Israel -Palestine 
Quad’s membership will be benefi cial for India’s  interests in the region-trade, energy ties, fi ghting  
climate change and enhancing maritime security.
It will boost ties with existing strategic Partners-Israel and UAE. 
It could further deepen India’s cooperation with one of the most important partners UAE. 
It will also strengthen India- Us engagement as strategic partners as well as be effective in  
countering China economically and politically.
Thus, India’s membership of MEQ which has outlined a soft agenda of cooperation seems to be in  
line with its policy of “ non-interference” in the internal affairs, pursuit of strategic autonomy and 
extension of Bilateralism to Multilateralism.
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Conclusion:
The new Quad has come at a time when Israel Arab relation are improving.China;s Presence in  
the middle east is increasing and Us is withdrawing from the region
In such a scenario India;s membership of the New Quad in the Middle East can be crucial to  
India;s interest in the peace and stability of the region .

MYANMAR CRISIS

Myanmar military grabbed power in a coup, third time in the nation’s history since its independence 
from British rule in 1948.

What’s the issue ?

Military also known as Junta and Tatmadaw has alleged that the general elections held in  
November 2020 were full of irregularities and therefore, the results are not valid.
Military had demanded that the United Elections Commision of Myanmar, or the government  
should prove that the elections were free and fair but this demand had been rejected.
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Military under MIn Aung Hlaing, then launched a coup, announcing a yearlong state of emergency  
and arresting opposition fi gures, including de facto leader Aung San Suu Kyi and civil society 
activist
This marked the end of Myanmar’s short - lived experience with democracy which began in 2011,  
when the military implemented parliamentary elections and other reforms.

Why does India want peace in Myanmar?

Geopolitical interests:   Myanmar sits at the intersection of India’s ‘ Neighbourhood First’ and 
‘Act East Policy’. It is also a part of Indo pacifi c strategy and serves as a land bridge to connect 
South Asia and Southeast Asia.
Strategic location: It serves as a buffer between India and China.Myanmar has coastal access to  
the Bay of Bengal . 
National Security:  Myanmar -China border has become the epicentre of local armed spearatist 
groups operating in Myanmar Soil, and Indian groups, ranging from ULFA in Assam to the 
NSCN(IM) in Nagaland.
Economic interests:   India has interests in natural resources of Myanmar and also developing 
a certain project which is to link India;s landlocked north eastern states to the Myanmar Port 
of Sittwe, located in the bay of bengal.Instability in Myanmar will be a roadblock to these 
ambitions.
Countering China  : A failed Myanmar state at India’s doorstep anda weakened Myanmar falling 
into the clutches of China as a satellite state will pressurise India to do Beijing’s bidding in 
regional affairs.

Global reaction to Myanmar’s Military Coup:

Bangladesh called for peace and stability and said it hoped to continue the process of voluntary  
repatriation of Rohingya refugees with its neighbour.
China said it hopes all sides in Myanmar can manage their differences within the constitutional  
and legal framework. 
The EU is drafting a blacklist of military leaders to adopt restrictive measures targeting those  
directly responsible.
India expressed deep concerns about the coup and called for democratic process to be upheld. 
The UN Secretary-General said it was a “serious blow to democratic reforms. 
The US imposed sanctions on leaders of the coup. It targeted individuals as well as companies. 

BANGLADESH LIBERATION
WAR: 50 YEARS

India and Bangladesh are celebrating 50 years of Diplomatic ties. 

About the War:

The Indian Subcontinent represents a geographically unique region with long shared ethnic,  
linguistic, cultural and historical ties, especially with its immediate neighbouring states.
Under the partition of India- the territory of pakistan was divided into two distinct geographies  
i.e , West Pakistan ( now pakistan) and East pakistan ( now Bangladesh)
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With West pakistan’s dominance over institutions such as Parliament, Judiciary etc., the people  
of East Pakisatan soon started to face injustice and suppression.Soon, it turned into forceful 
suppression of East Pakistan, i.e killingof unarmed civilians, mass exodus and rape under 
Operation Searchlight and in turn Bangladesh Liberation war.

What has been the impact of the war  on India?

The 13 day war of 1971 between India-Pakistan is a landmark event of history. Besides the liberation 
of Bangladesh, it changed the history and geography of South Asia with its repercussions felt beyond 
the region.The major impact of war includes.
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Protection of vital Sea Lines of Communication in Indian Ocean, especially the narrow passage in  
Bay of Bengal like the 10 degree Channel
Protect” Chicken-Neck” or Siliguri Corridor’ through more peaceful neighbour; 
Address the land and maritime border disputes peacefully 
Curb insurgency in Northeast through cooperation with Bangladesh 
Diplomatic and Tactical gains by India in terms of global relationship improved armed forces  
coordination and knowledge on special operations.

India and Bangladesh Bilateral relation:

Border Management
India and Bangladesh share the longest land boundary. 
India-Bangladesh Land Boundary Agreement (LBA) came -2015 under which enclaves of India  
and Bangladesh in each other’s countries were exchanged and strip maps were signed.

Trade Partnership
Bangladesh is India’s largest trading partner in South Asia. 
India has extended 3 Lines of Credits to Bangladesh in the last 7 years amounting to US$8 billion.  
This makes Bangladesh the largest recipient of Line of Credit funds from India till date.
Duty free and Quota free access is being given to Bangladesh exports to India under SAFTA since  
2011

Connectivity
Railway link between Haldibari (India) and Chilahati (Bangladesh) -this rail link will strengthen  
trade and people to people ties between the two sides.
Direct bus service between Kolkata and Agartala via Bangladesh 
1.9 km long bridge -the   Maitri Setu connecting Tripira in India with Bangladesh
To facilitate better connectivity and simplifying movement of passenger  and goods, both the  
countries agreed to an early operationalisation of the BBIN Motor Vehicles Agreement

Regional and Global Partnership
Bangladesh supported India in its election to the United Nations Security Council 
India has invited Bangladesh to join the New Development Bank (BRICS). 

Challenges in India -bangladesh relations
Teesta water agreement which was agreed to in 2011 is yet to be signed because of various  
contentious issues that remain.
The citizenship( Amendment) Act and National Register of Citizens (NRC) have created a negative  
impression in Bangladesh of India’s intent.
Bangladesh is China’s second largest arms export destination. 
Nepal is increasingly becoming closer to China; Bhutan has withdrawn from the Bangladesh,  
Bhutan, India, Nepal (BBIN) initiative, Sri Lanka and Maldives are playing a balancing act, 
both rooted in Chinese investments;Afghanistan is increasingly under the Taliban’s sphere of 
infl uence as the US withdraws troops.

Conclusion:
The 13- day war was not just a blitzkrieg operation to change the political structure of a nation.It was 
a war to protect the moral and democratic traditions. Thus, the Swarnim Vijay Parv is a celebration of 
the Political leadership and professionalism of our armed forces, as well as of the country, considered 
as the oldest living civilisation of the world.
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INDIA -AUSTRALIA

Development in India-Australia relations

Economic 
DTAA was signed between the countries to avoid taxing of offshore income of Indian companies  
doing business in India
Jointly decided to explore the possibility of launching the Indian RuPay Card in Australia. 
Both countries aim to fi nalise Comprehensive economic cooperation agreement  
(CECA) at the earliest for economic security. 
Economic Cooperation and Trade Agreement (ECTA)-   was signed , it is the fi rst free trade 
agreement (FTA) of India with a developed country after more than a decade.It will boost bilateral 
trade in goods and services to $45-50 billion over fi ve years.

Trade in goods  :Labour-intensive Indian sectors such like textile ,automobile to benefi t.
Australia coal,mineral ores and wines to get easier entry
Trade in services  : Indian students in Australia to get work visas for two to four years.
Australia fi rms in business, communication, construction and engineering services to gain.
Fast track approval for patented, generic and biosimilar medicines.

Energy:
Signed Civil Nuclear cooperation agreement 
Australia explicitly supported India;s membership in nuclear supplier’s group (NSG) though  
India is a non-signatory of NPT

Maritime:
Australia navy became an active participant of Indian ocean naval Symposium(IONS) which was  
started by India.
Australia is one of the key defence partners of India -signed “ White Shipping agreement 
Signed Mutual Logistic Service agreement to facilitate reciprocal access to each other military  
logistics facilities
Both countries  are collaborating in the QUAD as well as MALABAR naval exercise. 
Defence exercise like ASTRAHIND, AUSINDEX increase military interoperability, promotes  
peace, security and stability in Indo-pacifi c region

People -to People ties
There is a strong presence of Indian diaspora in Australia.Indian diaspora isone of the largest  
source of skilled migrants in Australia.
India is the 2nd largest source of international students in Australia 
Renewal of India-Australia MoU on tourism Cooperation. 

Challenges in India-Australia relations:

Trade issues:   The negotiation between both countries was started in 2011 to provide fi llip to 
trade and investment  but still both side are too far part to conclude bilateral CECA
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India nuclear status:   Though Civil nuclear agreement has been signed in 2014, defence 
relation is constrained by India’s status as a nuclear power despite not being a signatory of Non-
Proliferation Treaty.
Agriculture: I  ndia is keeping sensitive dairy and agriculture items out of the India-Australia 
FTA to protect Indian products from the highly competitive Australian dairy sector.

Way Forward:
Focus on humanitarian and disaster relief:   Both sides should develop a cooperative system 
with other concerned states for responding to natural disasters in eastern Indian ocean
Shared interests:  Both sides need to formulate a comprehensive shared Indo pacifi c vision which 
ensures inclusivity, transparency, openness and a rule based order.

GLOBAL FOOD CRISIS-IN THE CONTEXT 
OF UKRAINE CRISIS

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and the subsequent sanctions on its economy have sent global food prices 
soaring and pushed millions of people into starvation.

Importance of Russia and Ukraine for global food security

Ukraine and Russia’s share in global wheat exports is around 10% and 18 % respectively and wheat is 
a staple food for at least 35% of the world population.

Maize and wheat prices rose 42% and 60%, respectively, from the levels of January 2021. 
Russia, besides being the world’s top wheat exporter, is also a leading exporter of fertiliser, an  
essential commodity for food production.
Around 26 countries in the world get more than half of their wheat supplies from these two  
countries

About 50 countries depend on Russia and Ukraine for more than 30% of their wheat  

imports
If Azerbaijan and Georgia source more than 80% of their imported wheat from Russia and  

Ukraine, Turkey, Egypt, Bangladesh and Lebanon meet over 60% of their imports from these 
two countries.

Russia has a 14 per cent market share of barley and Ukraine 12 per cent 
Russia has a 26 per cent share of world’s sunfl ower oil supplies, whereas Ukraine is the world’s  
largest export with a whopping share of 37 per cent.
Ukraine is the world’s eighth largest producer and fourth largest exporter of corn, accounting for  
16% of global exports
While Ukraine’s exports are disrupted because of diversion of farmhands from agricultural fi elds  
to battlefi elds and damage of food plants and ports in Russian attacks, the Russian and Belarus’s 
exports have been hit by Western sanctions.

Low-income countries that are reliant on imports for basic food consumption, are the hardest hit. 
According to the UN World Food Programme (WFP), Ethiopia, Nigeria, South Sudan and Yemen 
remain at ‘highest alert’ as hotspots with “catastrophic conditions”, as Afghanistan and Somalia are 
added to this category
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Causes of Crisis:

Russian Control over port and Black Sea:
Exports have collapsed since the invasion as the Russian war effort is entirely focused on Ukraine’s  
eastern and southern parts along the Black Sea/Sea of Azov coast.
Several Ukrainian port cities, including Mariupol, Kherson and Berdyansk, are under Russian  
control.
Ukraine has mined the waters around these ports as a deterrent against potential Russian  
attacks.

Blockade
Russia has enforced a naval blockade in the waters of the Black Sea. 
June marks the beginning of a harvesting season in Ukraine,but unless the blockade is lifted and  
Ukraine cannot export, Ukraine would not even fi nd enough warehousing capacity to store this 
year’s harvest. This would make the food crisis worse.

Western Sanctions:
The western sanctions on Russia are also contributing to the crisis. 
Russia’s food and fertiliser sectors were not directly targeted by western sanctions, but the  
sanctions on its fi nancial sector, which made payments diffi cult for Russia, has complicated its 
exports, including food grains.
The targeted sanctions on Russian oligarchs have choked fi nances for the agricultural industry. 

India’s reaction to global wheat crisis:

The Government has banned wheat exports with effect from May 13, with some minor exceptions  
for those who have irrevocable letters of credit or where the governments of importing countries 
request the Indian government for food security purposes.
Reasons for Export Ban by India 

Low Domestic Production: T  he revised estimates of wheat production are much lower 
than the estimated 111 mmt (million metric tonnes), primarily attributed to record shattering 
heat waves across India. Lower surplus forces India to curb exports.
Thin Procurement:   Government wheat procurement is likely to end up at around 19 to 20 
mmt by June-end against 43 mmt last year indicating less wheat reaching govt procurement 
centres. In such a situation, government has to prioritise domestic needs over export 
opportunities.
Rising Wheat Prices domestically:   Wheat infl ation is at 9.59 per cent (y-o-y) against 
overall cereal infl ation of 5.96 per cent. Increasing domestic supply by curtailing exports will 
help calm down the prices.
Food Distribution Obligations:   Government announced free food until Sep 2022 under 
PMGKAY. Hence, food procurement is essential for fulfi lling its promise & to meet nutritional 
security of the Nation.

Curbs on Sugar Exports 
The government has recently decided to “restrict” the export of sugar. The curbs, the fi rst  

such move in four years is done in the backdrop of turbulence created in the commodity 
markets in the world due to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine
The government has moved export of sugar from the ‘open category’, which requires no  

government intervention, to ‘restricted’ category.
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This means that export of sugar is allowed only with specifi c permission from Ministry of  

Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribution.
Unlike wheat, where export has been banned, sugar would continue to be exported, but from  

June 1, permission would be required to send the shipments out.

Global Report on Food Crises (GRFC 2022) is released by Global 
Network Against Food Crises (GNAFC)

GNAFC was founded by the European Union, FAO and World Food Programme (WFP) at 2016 World 
Humanitarian Summit to prevent, prepare for, and respond to food crises and support Sustainable 
Development Goal to End Hunger (SDG 2).

Key Findings

Close to 193 million people were found acutely food insecure in 2021 across 53 countries/territories,  
an increase of 40 million people from previous year.
The United Nations defi nes “acute food insecurity” as when a person’s inability to consume  
adequate food puts their lives or livelihoods in immediate danger
It is hunger that can lead to famine and widespread death.  
Three main drivers for food insecurity are confl ict, climate change and economic crises 

Grim outlook for 2022 as acute food insecurity is expected to deteriorate further due to war in Ukraine 
and its impact on global food, energy and fertiliser prices and supplies.

Conclusion:
The only practical solution to take Ukrainian grains to the global markets is to open the Black Sea 
routes. And to ease the pressure on global food items, Russia will also have to step up exports of both 
grains and fertilisers. For this, Ukraine and its allies may have to strike a deal with Russian President 
Vladimir Putin.

INDIA-JAPAN RELATIONS

India and Japan completed 70 years of establishment of diplomatic relations.India nad Japan share 
strong cultural and civilization ties dating back to the visit of Indian monk Bodhisena in 752 AD.
Economic Cooperation: A comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) has existed 
between the two since 2011, which provides a boost to bilateral trade.
Japan is one of the largest investors in India with nearly $35 billion of FDI-in areas of automobile, 
electrical equipment, telecommunication, chemical and pharmaceutical sectors.

Defence and Strategic Cooperation:

India and Japan are working with Germany and Brazil for permanent membership of UNSC 
Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QUAD) between US, India, Japan and Australia for free and  
open Indo-Pacifi c.
Joint military exercises have contributed to the image of their rising regional power- 
JIMEX,MALABAR etc.
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Cultural Relations:  India and Japan cultural relations have gone uphill through friendly 
exchanges and enhanced people-to-people contact.
Skill Development:  Japan has set 12 Japan India Institute of Manufacturing. Japan has offered 
to train 30, 000 Indian youth in Japanese style manufacturing in the next 10 years.
Nuclear Energy   : In 2017 both countries signed an Agreement for Cooperation in the Peaceful 
Uses of Nuclear Energy, helping in -
Enhanced Cooperation in energy security and Clean Energy 
Opening doors to commission global nuclear reactors with Japanese parts 
Space Cooperation:I  n 2019 , the fi rst India-Japan space dialogue was organised .Both ISRO 
and JAXA are working on a joint lunar Polar exploration (LUPEX) mission.

Challenges in India-Japan relationship:

Limited Success of CEPA:   Despite elimination of tariffs over 90% of Japan imports and 97% of 
Indian imports by CEPA, the trade between two nations has grown marginally.
Rising Trade Imbalance:   After initial pickup in Indian exports, the trade defi cit between two 
nations has increased with Japan exporting & 12.7 billion goods, showing only one side increase
The higher minimum standards on everything in Japan, further acts as entry barrier for Indian  
companies and products; reducing dynamism in investment
Difference on Cross-border Data-   Flow: While India is looking at data localisation , under 
‘Osaka Track’ Japan along with a number of other G-20 nations proposed standardisation of cross 
border data fl ow with international rule-making on e-commerce trade.

Way Forward:

Both nations need to remove the anomalies of trade and accelerate their cooperation at the global stage.
Base on the value of trust and democracy, the partnership between two nations allows opportunities to 
overtake others and go beyond relation for truly global benefi ts .

RAISINA DIALOGUE

About the Dialogue

It is India’s premier conference on geopolitics and geoeconomics committed to addressing the most  
challenging issue facing the global community.
The Dialogue is structured as multi-stakeholder, cross-sectoral discussion, involving heads of  
state, cabinet ministers and local government offi cials , who are joined by thought leaders from 
the private sector, media and academia
The conference is hosted by the think tank Observer Research Foundation in partnership with  
the Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India.

Six Thematic Pillars:

Rethinking democracy: Trade, teach and Ideology 
End of Multilateralism: A networked Global Order? 
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Water Caucuses:Turbulent Tides in the Indo-Pacifi c 
Communities Inc: First Responders to Health, Development , and Planet 
Achieving green Transitions: Common Imperative ,Diverging Realities 
Samson vs Goliath: The Persistent and Relentless Tech Wars 

Remarks by External Affair minister

Strategic Autonomy:   Engaging the world with confi dence about its identity, rather than 
behaving as a “ pale imitation” of other nations.Stopping fi ghting and returning to Dialogue was 
key to resolve the Ukrainian crisis
Global role for India:   Over the next 25 years an India that will be more international in terms 
of its commitment and responsibilities
Soft power  :Choices made by India have a larger infl uence globally and contributed to the spread 
of democracy in South Asia.
Supply Chains  :India should do more to develop reliable and resilient supply chains and transport 
and trusted technologies that can benefi t the world
Rule based World Order:   The world order was impacted by several big shocks in the past 
two years, including the Covid-19 pandemic, the situation in Afghanistan and Ukraine , and the 
frictions between the West and Russia and the US and China. A self reliant India should have the 
Capabilities to take on greater responsibility around the world.

Important Takeaways of Conference

The Conference had deliberation on hosts of issues plaguing the international community. Certain  
important deliberations were on:
Economy and Finance: 

Regarding ring-fencing the global fi nancial fl ows and mechanisms from political blockages. 

Securing supplies of rare earth minerals and semiconductors to ensure the spread of  

sustainable, quality infrastructure.
Role of QUAD in carving new economic architecture for the Indo-Pacifi c. 

Measures to reverse deglobalisation. 

Banking the next 2 billion, the future of digital banking. 

Authoritarian regimes’ determined pursuit for tech supremacy and the perils of the big  

techs.
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Health: 
Ways through which the international community can ensure the supply lines essential to  

health and food security.
Energy: 

Ensuring maritime nations play an instrumental role in shaping new low-carbon development  

strategies while also dealing with biodiversity preservation, the costs of adaptation and with 
debt burdens worsened by the Covid-19 pandemic.

Geopolitical: 
Measures through which India can strengthen the W20 during its G20 Presidency. 

Role of America in the wake of the Afghanistan debacle and Ukraine crisis. 

Measures to sustain the post-World War consensus with the current role of America. 

Ways through which Africa can contribute to a new economic order led by women and  

strengthened through diversity and inclusion.
Measure to harmonise Global Gateway Project, Belt and Road Initiative and Build Back  

Better World (B3W) initiative along with political tensions associated.
COVID-19: 

Measures to build self-reliance and bring businesses back to track in the aftermath of Covid 19. 

Ways to boost economic recovery and sustainability in the post-pandemic economic architecture. 

Channelling infrastructure capital to serve both strategic aims and developing nations’ need  

for resilience and self-reliance.
Women: 

Role of women leadership in securing the SDGs. 

Empowering women post- covid 19 and unlocking their potential for accelerated development. 

Signifi cance of Raisina Dialogue

With the fi rst session in 2016, the Raisina Dialogue has grown in stature and profi le to emerge as  
a leading global conference on international affairs. 
It brings together leaders from the global strategic and policy-making community to discuss key  
geopolitical developments and strategic issues facing the world.
The theme every year at the Conference is aligned to issues of utmost importance for the global  
community. The brainstorming ensuing helps policymakers across countries to tinker with their 
policy regime to rectify the issue.
It maps the evolving geopolitical and geoeconomic trendlines, questions the persisting dogma and  
encourages future oriented thinking.
It reinforces rules based international order by having on board different voices and opinions and  
bringing forth a consensus amongst them.
It has helped India come on the world map when it comes to having a global think tank and a seat  
for setting up rules for multilateral institutions.

SUGAR SUBSIDIES ISSUES
OF INDIA AT WTO

A World Trade Organization panel ruled that India violated international trade rules when it offered 
excessive subsidies for the production and export of sugar and sugarcane.
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What’s the issue?

Australia, Brazil, and Guatemala said India’s domestic support and export subsidy measures appeared 
to be inconsistent with various articles against WTO’s:

Agreement on Agriculture

Agreement on Subsidies and Countervailing Measures (SCM)
Article XVI (which concerns subsidies) of the General Agreement on Trade and Tariffs (GATT)

Domestic Support: All three countries complained that India provides domestic support to  
sugarcane producers that exceed the de minimis level of 10% of the total value of sugarcane 
production.
Various subsidies: They also raised the issue of India’s alleged export subsidies, subsidies under  
the production assistance and buffer stock schemes, and the marketing and transportation 
scheme.
Notifying support: Australia accused India of “failing” to notify its annual domestic support for  
sugarcane and sugar subsequent to 1995-96, and its export subsidies since 2009-10.

WTO Remarks:

India’s policies were inconsistent with WTO rules that govern the levels at which nations can  
subsidise domestic agricultural production.
WTO has asked it to withdraw its prohibited subsidies under the Production Assistance, the  
Buffer Stock, and the Marketing and Transportation Schemes within 120 days.

India’s counter arguments

“Erroneous” fi ndings  : India has stated that the WTO’s dispute panel ruling has made certain 
“erroneous” fi ndings about domestic schemes to support sugarcane producers and exports and the 
fi ndings of the panel are completely “unacceptable” to it.
Compliant with WTO rules:   India has maintained its stand that the country’s sugar exports 
comply with WTO rules.India does not extend a subsidy to its farmers for exports, but instead 
gives a production subsidy.
No evidence of Violation:   India said that the “complainants have failed to show that India’s 
market price support for sugarcane, and its various schemes violate the Agreement on Agriculture. 
It argued that “the requirements of Article 3 of the SCM Agreement are not yet applicable to India 
and that India has a phase-out period of 8 years to eliminate export subsidies, pursuant to Article 
27 of the SCM Agreement.
MSP Calculation:   On the issue of MSP being violative of WTO norms, India has dismissed these 
allegations and has demanded that MSP should be calculated by using the recent reference period 
instead of 1986/88 prices, which was factored in at the time of the creation of the WTO.
Supports Livelihoods:   The price support is to ensure stability in food grain prices and their 
equitable distribution at affordable prices to the marginalised and vulnerable sections of society 
throughout the year. India is the second-largest sugar producer in the world after Brazil and it 
is estimated that more than 5 crore people depend on the cultivation of sugarcane alone for their 
livelihood.
Assumption violates S&DT treaty   :India has underlined that special and differential treatment 
(S&DT) is a treaty embedded right at the WTO and it cannot be taken away based on certain 
arbitrary assumptions. The basis of S&DT is to give members time and fl exibility to integrate into 
the rules-based system and members with huge differences in economic and social development 
cannot be put in the same category.
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Unfair Categorization:   To put India, which has an annual per capita income of less than USD 
2,500, in the same development category as the United States, with a much higher (may be 25 
times) per capita GDP, would be unfair.

Conclusion:
“India has initiated all measures necessary to protect its interest and fi le an appeal at the WTO 
against the report, to protect the interests of its farmers,” it said in a statement. “India believes that 
its measures are consistent with its obligations under the WTO agreements.

CHINA-HONG KONG ISSUE

Background History:

Hong Kong was originally ruled by China up to the   Qing dynasty in 1842 when the Treaty of 
Nanking ceded the island to the British Empire and later expanded to include the Kowloon 
Peninsula in 1860 after the Second Opium War and later by the Convention for the Extension of 
Hong Kong Territory in 1898 to lease the New Territories. From 1941 to 1945, it was occupied by 
the Japanese Empire.



34https://momentumias.com

MOMENTUM IAS

MOMENTUM IAS

The   Sino-British Joint Declaration of December 1984 laid out the terms for the transfer of 
sovereignty of Hong Kong from the United Kingdom to the PRC, which concluded with a special 
handover ceremony on 1 July 1997.
The terms agreed between the governments for the transfer included a series of guarantees for the  
maintenance of Hong Kong’s differing economic, political and legal systems after the transfer, and 
the further development of Hong Kong’s political system with a goal of democratic government.

 These guarantees were set out in the Sino-British Joint Declaration and enshrined in the semi-
constitutional Basic Law of Hong Kong. 

Various Incident:

2019–2020 Hong Kong protests 
The National Security Law was passed on June 30th, 2020 in the wake of the 2019 Hong  

Kong Protests.Notably, it established 4 crimes:
Secession 
Subversion 
Terrorism 
Collusion with foreign organisations 

Property acquisition by the Chinese government  :Government has purchased signifi cant 
residential housing through its private subsidiary. This means that less housing is available for 
normal citizens.
Abductions of people in Hong Kong by Chinese authorities:  Mainland authorities have 
made multiple attempts to abduct people in Hong Kong to bring them to the mainland, starting 
in 2015.
Porous borders and smuggling:  Hong Kong is a free port and has no customs tariff on imported 
goods,while mainland China does, offering smugglers an opportunity to take advantage of price 
differences. Smugglers use speedboats to illegally bring goods from Hong Kong to mainland China 
without paying tariffs

Impact of China’s steps on Honk Kong:

Rise of locals’ awareness in self-identity 
Exacerbation of confl icts between local and mainlanders 
Emergence of new ‘localist’ parties 
Changing view of Hong Kong’s development of democracy 
Signs of mainlandization of Hong Kong 

Since 1997, Hong Kong has been a part of China under the “one country, two systems”  

approach. Within Hong Kong society, there are different views of this arrangement.Over 
the years, there have been incidents of mainlandisation within some sectors of society are 
worried about the changing environment of Hong Kong

Language policies: promotion of Mandarin 
Under the Basic Law of Hong Kong, Chinese and English are the offi cial languages. In  

reality Mandarin is increasingly given more importance. In recent years, Mandarin has been 
increasingly used in Hong Kong, this has led to fears of Cantonese being replaced.. This caused 
an uproar in Hong Kong, as it was seen as downgrading Cantonese in favour of Mandarin, 
and as the majority of Hong Kong people speak Cantonese as their fi rst language

Moral and national education controversy:  Education curriculum  changed by the Hong Kong  
government which led to protests.
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Increasing self-censorship in the media industry:  Hong Kong’s press freedom has signifi cantly 
declined. Reporters Without Borders, which examines freedom of press in 180 countries and 
regions, ranked Hong Kong at 73rd in the world
Integration infrastructure projects:  There have been many infrastructure projects and policies 
connecting Hong Kong to mainland China. 

List of Integration infrastructure projects:

North East New Territories New Development Areas Plannin  g
Greater Bay Are  a & Belt and Road Initiative
Guangzhou–Shenzhen–Hong Kong Express Rail Link Hong Kong sectio  n
Chinese parliament passes the controversial Hong Kong security law:  On 28 May 2020, 
China’s National People’s Congress approved the controversial national security laws for Hong 
Kong, which aim at cracking down protests and banning “any acts or activities” that the communist 
government considers to endanger China’s national security. The critics have called this new 
legislation a “killer blow” to Hong Kong’s autonomy and freedoms. The legislation allows the 
government’s national security agencies to operate in Hong Kong

CHINA-SOLOMON ISLAND SIGN A 
SECURITY PACT

China and the Solomon Islands fi nalised a controversial security agreement, an early draft of  
which was leaked online in March 2022.
This is the fi rst deal of its kind for Beijing in the Pacifi c region. 
It has now become the centre of tussle between China and West for enhancing their own diplomatic  
presence in the region.

About the Pact:

The leaked document explicitly enables China to send its “police, armed police, military personnel  
and other law enforcement and armed forces” to the islands 

on the Solomon island government’s request, or 

if China sees that the safety of its projects and personnel in the islands are at risk. 

It also provides for China’s naval vessels to utilise the islands for logistics support. 
There have been speculations that China might be building its next overseas naval base in the  
Solomon Islands after Djibouti, which was also incidentally referred to as a logistics support 
base.
PM Sogavare explained in Parliament that the deal was guided by national interests and denied  
allegations that China plans to set up a military base in the country in the long term.

Reason for China signing the pact:

Taiwan factor 
The Pacifi c islands are among the few regions in the world where China has competition from  

Taiwan for diplomatic recognition.
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China considers Taiwan to be a renegade territory awaiting reunifi cation and opposes its  

recognition as an independent state on the international stage.
Hence, any country which has to offi cially establish relations with China will have to break  

diplomatic ties with Taiwan.
The Solomon Islands was one among the six Pacifi c island states which had offi cial bilateral  

relations with Taiwan. However, in 2019, the Solomon Islands, along with Kiribati, switched 
allegiance to China.

Economic reasons 
Solomon Islands, in particular, have signifi cant reserves of timber and mineral resources,  

along with fi sheries.
Moreover, these states have disproportionately large maritime Exclusive Economic Zones  

when compared to their small sizes, the reason why these ‘small island states’ are also seen 
as ‘big ocean states’.
With the new security agreement, China and its army have a foothold in the island nation,  

which could be signifi cant for blocking vital shipping lanes.
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The agreement could also potentially help China intervene when its foreign investments and  

diaspora face threats in the region.
Strategic reasons – To Counter West 

The small Pacifi c island states act as potential vote banks for mobilising support for the great  

powers in international fora like the United Nations.
More importantly, the islands are strategically located for China to insert itself between  

America’s military bases in the Pacifi c islands and Australia.
This is especially signifi cant in the current scenario, given the emergence of the AUKUS  

(Australia, the U.K. and the U.S.) which seeks to elevate Australia’s strategic capabilities 
vis-à-vis China through Anglo-American cooperation.
The coming together of QUAD (USA, India, Japan and Australia) which is targeting China  

by trying to encircle has also created fears among Chinese diplomatic establishment. Thus, 
China wants to counter these western moves by signing security arrangements with countries 
in the region.
Nonetheless, the anti-China nature of the 2021 riots in Honiara turned out to be the immediate  

trigger for Beijing to ramp up its security cooperation with the Solomon Islands.

Nation’s opinion about the Pact:

Australia in particular has been very critical of the new security pact. Australian PM claimed that  
the pact pointed towards “intense pressure” from China in the Pacifi c island nation.
Australia is concerned about the lack of transparency with which this agreement has been  
developed, noting its potential to undermine stability in our region
Australia, the US, New Zealand and Japan said they “shared concerns about the security  
framework and its serious risks to a free and open Indo-Pacifi c”.
Australia has reacted with boosted fi nances, and by extending its current security mission till  
2023 when the islands will host the Pacifi c Games.
The U.S. has responded by considering reopening its embassy in the islands after a long 29-year  
gap. US has laid out in unusually blunt terms a plan to increase its infl uence in the South Pacifi c 
nation before China becomes “strongly embedded.”
New Zealand has shed its typical restraint about China and has criticised it for attempting to  
militarise the Pacifi c islands.

EU’S DIGITAL MARKET ACT

Targets of the DMA:

This Act focuses on companies termed as ‘gatekeepers’, which include Apple, Facebook, Google,  
etc. These companies will have to comply with the new rules.
Even if the list of Gatekeepers has not been released yet, the “Big Tech” – GAFAM (Google, Amazon,  
Facebook, Apple, Microsoft) – are likely to be the main subjects of the act, but not the only ones.
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How to identify gatekeepers companies:

Dominant Role in Digital Ecosystem  : The reason the law refers to these companies as 
gatekeepers is that they often control distribution, whether it is for apps or ads on the platform, 
or even communication.
Revenue & Valuation:   A company will be termed as a gatekeeper if it has an annual turnover of at 
least €7.5 billion within the EU in the past three years, or a market valuation of at least €75 billion. 
User Base:   Any player with over 45 million monthly end-users, and at least 10,000 business 
users established in the EU, also qualifi es as a gatekeeper. 
Exemption:   Small and medium enterprises are exempt from being identifi ed as gatekeepers.
Platform Services:   The Company must also control one or more core platform services in at 
least three EU states. These services include marketplaces and app stores, search engines, social 
networking, cloud services, advertising services, voice assistants, and web browsers.

What are the DMA’s Proposals?

Pre-loaded apps:   It cracks down on pre-installed apps, common in Apple, Google and others. 
Users will have the right to choose and install their apps. So, future iPhones might not come with 
Safari, or even iMessage or Siri, pre-loaded. 
Interoperability in messaging services:   This could mean that a user on WhatsApp and one on 
iMessage should be able to talk to each other. 
Third-party app stores:   Gatekeepers must allow the installation and effective use of third party 
apps & app stores, even while they can take “proportionate measures” for security. 

Companies like Apple have for long opposed third-party app stores citing security as the  

reason.
Transparency in Ad Performance data:   Gatekeepers will have to give sellers access to their 
marketing or ad performance data on the platform.
Mergers & Acquisitions:   The gatekeepers will have to inform the European Commission of 
their acquisitions and mergers. This is signifi cant because big players tend to buy out some of 
their upcoming competition. 
Fairness in ranking:   The new rules also forbid the gatekeepers from ranking their own products 
or services higher than others, and from reusing private data collected during a service for the 
purposes of another service.
Penal Provision:   Violators can be fi ned up to 10% of the company’s global annual sales for an 
initial breach of the law, rising to 20% for repeated infringements. In worst case scenarios, they 
could even be banned from any further acquisitions

What is the signifi cance of DMA?

The law makes the digital sector fairer and more competitive in the EU market. 
It helps prevent abusive business practices of large platforms and is compared to historic antitrust  
reforms to the banking, energy and telecom sectors.
It widens consumer choices. 
It gives rivals a better chance to survive against the world’s powerful tech companies 
Once implemented it sets a new precedent for tech regulation worldwide. 
It averts years of procedures and court battles needed by EU to punish Big Tech’s monopolistic  
behaviour where cases can end with huge fi nes, but little change on how these giants do 
business.
The law will give Brussels unprecedented authority to keep an eye on decisions by the giants 
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INDIAN STUDENT ABROAD

Facts about Indian students abroad:

India has a history of students travelling abroad for higher education and major personalities  
who went abroad include Mahatma Gandhi, B.R. Ambedkar, Jawaharlal Nehru, Amartya Sen 
and Manmohan Singh.
As estimated before the COVID pandemic, about 7,50,000 Indian students were studying abroad,  
spending around $24 billion in foreign economies, which accounts for 1% of India’s GDP.
The number is said to increase to about 1.8 million by 2024 and students are likely to spend $80  
billion.
India is the second largest source of international students after China. 
The reasons for such a high number of students going abroad include the gap in India’s supply of  
quality education against the demand.

Benefi ts of having large number of Indian students abroad:

Sushma Swaraj referred to Indians abroad as   “brand ambassadors of India”.
The Prime Ministers of India and UK called Indians in the   U.K. as the “living bridge” between 
the countries.
The large base of Indian students abroad have various benefi ts to India in the form of:  

Soft power 

Knowledge transfer 

Transfer of Indian culture 

Remittances they send back to India 

Recent events that troubled Indian students abroad:

Ukraine crisis endangering 18000 Indian Medical students. 
Around 2,000 students in Canada got affected as their colleges were abruptly closed. 
A few years ago many ‘bogus’ colleges in the U.K. shut down abruptly, impacting them. 
During the pandemic, Australia shut its borders to many Indian students who had enrolled to  
study in the country.
Even in the U.K. people were seen stranded without access to food and accommodation as they  
lost their economic means.

What should the government do?

The Indian government must proactively build a safety net for international students. 
International arrangements that require host countries to ensure the welfare of students during  
a crisis should be given the highest priority.
The trade and other agreements that India signs should also negotiate for the inclusion of safety  
of these students.
A mandatory student insurance scheme be formulated to ensure the interests of the students. 
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Students take expensive loans from institutional and non-institutional sources to fi nance their  
education and these institutions should be regulated.
Enhancing investment in higher education, especially in research and development, is urgently  
required to raise the standard of higher education in India.
Creating more medical colleges will be benefi cial for the country, if access and availability can be  
ensured.

Conclusion:
As India celebrates the achievements of Indians abroad, we should also take up the responsibility of 
safeguarding and ensuring their welfare.Given a proper ecosystem, Indian students can signifi cantly 
contribute to India’s development by transferring advanced knowledge and best practices.

INDO-PACIFIC ECONOMIC FRAMEWORK

Why in the News?

The US administration has announced its long-awaited Indo-Pacifi c strategy.The document focuses on 
building collective capacity to deal with challenges in the region.

These include a focus on challenges from China, advancing the US relationship, a ‘Major Defence  
Partnership’ with India and supporting its role as a net security provider in the region.
There is an emphasis on working with other countries not just from the region, but also from  
beyond.

Earlier, the European Union had announced that it will reinforce its strategic focus, presence and 
actions in the Indo-Pacifi c with the aim of contributing to the stability, security, prosperity and 
sustainable development of the region.
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What are the Key Points?

The United States will seek an Indo-Pacifi c that is free and open, connected, prosperous, secure,  
and resilient.
Investing in civil society, a free press, and democratic institutions are one of the outlined strategic  
actions.

Connections:

Both within and beyond the region. 
The US said it would tackle important issues “  infl exible groupings,” “particularly through 
the QUAD.”
It will also strengthen its (5) regional treaty alliances and   collaborate with groups like 
ASEAN, the European Union (EU), and NATO.
AUKUS,   a security alliance formed by Australia, the United Kingdom, and the United States, 
was also recently launched.

Prosperity:

In order to achieve its prosperity goal for the region, the United States is seeking higher labour and  
environmental standards, assisting in the establishment of secure supply chains, and investing 
in clean energy.

Security:

The United States has announced that “integrated deterrence” will be the “cornerstone” of the  
United States’ security plan for the region.

It will drive activities that strengthen deterrence and counter coercion, such as opposing  

efforts to alter the territorial boundaries or undermine the rights of sovereign nations at 
sea.

Resilience:

The Indo-Pacifi c region faces signifi cant transnational challenges. 
As South Asia’s glaciers melt and the Pacifi c Islands face existential sea-level rises, climate change  
is becoming more severe.
Furthermore, the governments of the Indo-Pacifi c region are dealing with natural disasters,  
internal confl ict, resource scarcity, and governance challenges.
In this framework, the United States intends to strengthen regional resilience to 21st-century  
transnational threats, including by:

Working with allies and partners to develop targets, strategies, plans, and policies for  

2030 and 2050 that are consistent with limiting global temperature increase to 1.5 degrees 
Celsius.
Reducing regional vulnerability to the impacts of climate change and environmental  

degradation.
India’s position in the QUAD is an important aspect of the US-India relationship. 

The US will “continue to support India’s rise and regional leadership,” working with India on  

a range of issues bilaterally and through groups.
India is referred to as a “like-minded partner” and a “driving force” in the QUAD. 
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China’s actions along the Line of Actual Control (its border confl ict with India) have had a  

“galvanizing impact” on India’s and the United States’ alignment.
Collaboration in new sectors such as health, space, and cyberspace; increased economic and  

technology cooperation and contribution to a free and open Indo-Pacifi c.

China’s Assertiveness:

The region’s US allies and partners face the brunt of the effects of China’s assertive policies. 
Australia’s economic coercion. 

The confl ict with India along the Line of Actual Control. 

Taiwan is under growing pressure. 

Japan and ASEAN countries are being bullied in the East and South China Seas. 

INDIA-ISRAEL:30 YEARS OF DIPLOMATIC 
RELATIONS

India had recognised the Jewish State of Israel way back in 1950, it established full diplomatic relations 
only in 1992.Since then there has been an upswing in the relations between the two countries in view 
of the common concerns about religious extremism and global terrorism.

Political Cooperation:

Since the up-gradation of relations in 1992, defence and  
agriculture have become the two main pillars of the bilateral 
engagement.
In 2017, Prime Minister Modi became the fi rst-ever  
Indian Prime Minister to visit Israel.During this visit, the 
diplomatic relationship was upgraded to a strategic level 
and seven agreements/MoUs were signed in the areas of 
R&D, innovation, water, agriculture and space.
In 2018, the Israeli Prime Minister visited India, during  
which Government to Government (G2G) agreement on 
cybersecurity, oil and gas cooperation, fi lm cooperation 
and air transport were signed, along with fi ve other semi-
government agreements.

Economic Cooperation

The bilateral merchandise trade stood at $5.02 billion (excluding defence) in 2016-17. 
While exports from India were $3.06 billion, the import to India from Israel was $1.96 billion. 
The diamond trade constitutes more than 53% of the bilateral trade. 
India is Israel’s third-largest trading partner in Asia after China and Hong Kong. 
In recent years, bilateral trade has diversifi ed to include several sectors like pharmaceuticals,  
agriculture, IT and telecom and homeland security.
Major exports from India to Israel include precious stones and metals, chemical products, textiles  
and textile articles, etc.



44https://momentumias.com

MOMENTUM IAS

MOMENTUM IAS

Investments

The major investments from Israel in India include renewable energy, telecom, real estate, water  
technologies etc., and are also setting up R&D centres or production units in India.
The extent of Israel’s investment in India is not available as most of these are routed via third  
countries such as Singapore, USA.
Also, India’s investments in Israel are mostly in drip-irrigation, pharmaceuticals, wastewater  
treatment, IT etc.
Israel’s fl exible export policy meets Indian demands for technological transfer that have recently  
been an important part of the government’s overall developmental agenda.

Agriculture

India has benefi ted from Israeli expertise and technologies in horticulture mechanisation,  
protected cultivation, orchard and canopy management, nursery management, micro- irrigation 
and post-harvest management particularly in Haryana and Maharashtra.
Israeli drip irrigation technologies and products are now widely used in India. 
Some Israeli companies and experts are providing expertise to manage and improve dairy farming  
in India through their expertise in high milk yield.

Defence Security

India imports critical defence technologies from Israel. 
There are regular exchanges between the armed forces. 
As part of the regular goodwill visits of Indian ships, three Indian naval ships from the Western  
Fleet made a port call in Haifa in May 2017.
INS Tarangini, a naval training ship, made a port call in Haifa in September 2018. 

Science Technology

Specifi c areas of cooperation include IT, biotechnology, lasers and electro-optics. 
In 2005, India and Israel signed an MoU to set up i4RD fund to encourage bilateral investment  
into industrial research and development and specifi c projects.
Under the agreement, at least one Indian and one Israeli company must be collaborating on a  
project for it to be qualifi ed for the fund.
Israel has also offered to assist with India’s Clean Ganga Mission by providing its expertise in  
water management to address water scarcity.

Culture

Israelis know India for its culture and tradition, making it an attractive alternative tourist  
destination.
In 2017, Indian tourists became the second largest from an Asian country. 
In 2011, cultural artists and performers from India participated in a three-week festival  
commemorating 20 years of diplomatic relations between the two countries..
On February 15, 2020, the fi rst of its kind Jerusalem-Mumbai festival was held in Mumbai to  
promote artistic and cultural ties between the two nations.
This festival aimed to establish a link between the cities of Jerusalem and Mumbai and boost  
cooperation in the fi eld of music, culinary art and dance.
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Education

In recent years, several public and private Indian universities have entered into academic  
agreements with Israel’s educational institutions.
India too offers scholarships to Israelis every year and an equal number of scholarships are offered  
by Israel for 10-month programmes in specialised fi elds of study.

Indian Diaspora

There are approximately 85,000 Jews of Indian-origin in Israel (with at least one Indian parent),  
who are all Israeli passport holders.
In recent years some Indian Jews from North Eastern states of India (Bnei Menashe) have been  
immigrating to Israel.
While the older generation still maintains an Indian lifestyle and their cultural links with India,  
the younger generation is increasingly assimilated into Israeli society.

India’s Stand On Israel-Palestine Issue

India, for a very long time, had called for the 2-state solution that supports the establishment of  
a sovereign independent state of Palestine.
However, India’s stand on Israel-Palestine confl ict has not hindered the growing diplomatic  
relationship with India and Israel.
Yet, the recent close ties with Israel have diluted India’s stance on the issue. 
In 2014, India favoured a UN resolution that established a Commission of Inquiry to investigate  
a violation of an international humanitarian and human rights law in the “Occupied Territories” 
during Operation Protective Edge conducted by Israel in the Gaza strip.
However, the Indian Government did not pass a resolution in the parliament condemning the  
Israeli action, contrary to the earlier practices.
At the UN Human Rights Commission (UNHRC), India abstained on the resolution that welcomed  
the report of the same Commission of Inquiry, making it the fi rst time India had refused to vote 
against Israel at the UN.
However, the Indian government clarifi ed that this does not mean that there is a change in India’s  
traditional support for the separate state of Palestine.
Nevertheless, from the growing strategic ties, it is evident that India is distancing itself from  
advocating for the Palestinian cause.

INDIA CLASHES WITH USA: PATENT 
REGIME

India and the United States held the 12th Ministerial level meeting of the India-United States Trade 
Policy Forum (TPF). The TPF has been revived after four years to resolve trade and investment issues 
between the two countries.
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Trade related issues between India and US

Tariffs 
The U.S is India’s largest trading partner.In 2019,India was the 9th largest trading partner  

of the United States, while the United States was India;s largest trading partner-surpassing 
China’s rank for the second consecutive year.
US imposed tariffs on steel and aluminium imports from India.Us has also called out high  

tariffs in India on certain categories such as automobiles.
Generalised System of Preferences 

US removed India from GSP Program 

India imposed retaliatory tariffs,after which the United States fi led a dispute at the WTo. 

These retaliatory tariffs remain in place.
In 2018, India was the largest benefi ciary of GSP; over 1/10th of US goods import from India  

enter duty free  under the program( e.g chemicals , auto parts and tableware).
Agriculture 

India has been demanding enhanced market access for its agriculture produce in the US  

market.India has opposed enhanced phyto-sanitary standards being imposed by the US to 
curb import from India.
Particularly India wants restoration of market access for wild caught shrimp and water  

buffalo meat.
Us wants to export excess ethanol for India’s ethanol blending with petrol. 

Investment  
India restricts FDI in certain sectors. Under India’s FDI regime above a certain cap FDI  

investors have to take permission for investing in India. Us considers this as restrictive.
Pharmaceutical and Medical devices 

U.S Trade Representative (USTR) expressed concern for years aobut custom duties on  

medical equipments and devices
Issues increased when Indian government applied new price controls on coronary stents an  

knee implants
Digital Economy 

Issues exists regarding data localisation, data privacy, and e-commerce 

E-commerce rules of India and Data Equalisation levy have also been contentious trade issues  

between the two countries. The US feels that this will hit global software giants adversely 
.For example -Amazon, Google, Apple, and Microsoft.
India’s rules for Mandatory testing and Certifi cation of Telecom Equipment have also been  

a concern for US.
Labour Movement and Visas 

United States, H1B and L1 visas permit highly skilled workers from other countries to be  

employed.
The Indian government  objected to US laws passed that apply higher fees on companies , if  

more than half of those employees are in the United States as non-immigrants.
In 2016, India fi led a trade dispute at the WTO over these fees, arguing that the higher fees”  

raised the overall barriers for service suppliers from India’’.
New emerging trade issues: 

US has been pressing for issues such as child labour and forced labour in global supply  

chains.India does not want to tackle these issues in the framework of trade agreements and 
trade talks.
US has been pressing for bringing in environmental issues in the framework of trade talks 

Standards and conformity assessment procedures are often for trade restrictive practices. 
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Indian patent regime and issues:

The U.S. Trade Representative (USTR) said in a report released last month that India was one of the 
most challenging major economies as far as IP protection and enforcement is concerned. 
It has decided to retain India on its Priority Watch List along with six other countries- Argentina, 
Chile, China, Indonesia, Russia and Venezuela.
A patent is an exclusive set of rights granted for an invention, which may be a product or process that 
provides a new way of doing something or offers a new technical solution to a problem.
Indian patents are governed by the Indian Patent Act of 1970. Under the act, patents are granted if 
the invention fulfi ls the following criteria:

It should be novel 
It should have inventive step/s or it must be non-obvious 
 It should be capable of Industrial application 
It should not attract the provisions of sections 3 and 4 of the Patents Act 1970 

India has gradually aligned itself with international regimes pertaining to intellectual  

property rights.
 It became a party to the Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS).  

Following this, it amended its internal patent laws to comply with TRIPS, most notably in 
2005, when it introduced pharmaceutical product patents into the legislation .
India is also a signatory to several IPR related conventions, including the Berne Convention,  

which governs copyright, the Budapest Treaty, the Paris Convention for the Protection of 
Industrial Property, and the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT), all of which govern various 
patent-related matters.

The challenges raised by USTR

U.S. released its yearly Special 301 report, its annual review highlighting the state of intellectual  
property rights protection in different countries which are U.S. trading partners around the 
world.
The report highlighted a range of issues in domains ranging from copyright and piracy to trademark  
counterfeiting and trade secrets, saying that India “remained one of the world’s most challenging 
major economies with respect to protection and enforcement of IP.”
It said patent issues continued “to be of particular concern in India,” highlighting the threat of  
patent revocations, lack of presumption of patent validity and narrow patentability criteria as 
issues which “impact companies across different sectors.”
The issue of narrow patentability criteria was again raised in relation to Section 3(d) of the Patent  
Act, with the report saying that in the pharmaceutical sector, the United States “continued to 
monitor the restriction on patent-eligible subject matter in Section 3(d) of the Indian Patents Act 
and its impacts.”
One of the main points of contention between India and the U.S. has been Article 3(d) of the  
Indian Patent Act
Section 3 deals with what does not qualify as an invention under the Act, and Section 3(d) in  
particular excludes “the mere discovery of a new form of a known substance which does not result 
in the enhancement of the known effi cacy of that substance or the mere discovery of any new 
property or new use for a known substance or of the mere use of a known process, machine 
or apparatus unless such known process results in a new product or employs at least one new 
reactant” from being eligible for protection under patent law.
Section 3(d) prevents what is known as “evergreening” of patents. 
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The patents give you a monopoly over a chemical molecule for 20 years. So to continue protection  
under the patent regime, a pharmaceutical company may make certain minute modifi cations and 
reapply for a patent, allowing them to extend the life of patents about to expire. Such changes 
may be in the non-therapeutic or therapeutic element of the formula, new forms of release, new 
dosages, new combinations or variations, or new forms of the molecule, to name a few.
The USTR report too highlighted issues relating to judicial delays- Jurisdictional challenges are  
reducing the courts’ effectiveness, according to rights holders, and courts are also suffering due to 
inadequate resources and training.  

Way Forward:
India must not compromise on the patentability criteria under Section 3(d) since as a sovereign  
country it has the fl exibility to stipulate limitations on grants of patents in accordance with its 
prevailing socio-economic conditions.

This ensures the growth of generic drug makers and the public’s access to affordable medicines. 

India should resolve its differences with the U.S. regarding the disqualifi cation of incremental  
inventions through bilateral dialogue.

MARITIME SECURITY CHALLENGES

Prime Minister of India proposed fi ve basic principles for enhancing maritime security during an open 
debate on the matter by United Nations Security Council (UNSC)

Five-Point Framework For Maritime Security

Removal of barriers to maritime trade. 
Resolution of maritime disputes peacefully and in accordance with international law. 
Jointly tackling maritime threats from non-state actors and natural disasters. 
Conservation of maritime environment and marine resources. 
Responsible maritime connectivity. 

Signifi cance Of Maritime Security To India

Border security:   Maritime security is an important aspect of Indian national security as it has 
a coastline of over 7,000 km.
International trade:   India’s exports and imports have remained mostly across the shipping 
lanes of the Indian Ocean. Therefore, securing Sea Lanes of Communication (SLOCs), especially 
choke points like Strait of Hormuz, Bab-el-Mandeb and Strait of Malacca, have been an important 
issue for India.
Growing Chinese presence in IOR:   China is growing its footprint and infl uence in the Indian 
Ocean region. China has been developing its capabilities in the Indian Ocean Region under the 
String of Pearl strategy.
Marine resources:   The Indian Ocean is rich in fi sheries and mineral resources like oil & natural 
gas and Poly metallic nodules (PMN).
Maritime Climate:   Impact of global warming and climate change on the Indian Ocean will 
induce signifi cant changes in Indian monsoon pattern and cyclones.
Terrorism:   During the Mumbai terror attacks in 2008 terrorists entered Mumbai using the maritime 
route. Also, there are concerns of piracy in the Western Indian Ocean originating from Somalia
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Steps Taken By India To Ensure Maritime Security   

Creation of unifi ed maritime command headed by the Indian Navy. This will ensure integrated 
maritime security.

Developing naval bases:

India had a deal with Singapore to expand existing Indian access to Changi naval base 
Development of   Agalega port in Mauritius with dual use logistical facilities
Secured access to   port of Duqm in Oman for military use and logistical facilities

Capacity building of Indian Navy: 

INS Arihant (Nuclear submarine) o 
INS Vikrant (Aircraft carrier) 
Achieved Nuclear triad 
Developing reconnaissance capacities in the Indian Ocean. 
Mission SAGAR  : A maritime initiative which gives priority to the Indian Ocean region for 
ensuring peace, stability and prosperity of India in the Indian Ocean region. Under this initiative, 
India has supplied COVID relief material to Indian ocean littoral countries during pandemic
Humanitarian and Disaster relief operations (HADR):   India has been one of the fi rst 
respondents to extend HADR support in case of any emergency in the Indian Ocean region. E.g., 
Operation Sahayata (Mozambique); Operation Vanilla (Madagascar) & Operation Insaniyat 
(Bangladesh)
Maritime military exercises such as   Malabar exercise,
Participation in Regional groupings:   India has been actively participating IOR groups like
IORA - Indian Ocean Rim Association 
IONS - Indian Ocean Naval Symposium 
 IOC - Indian Ocean commission 
BIMSTEC – Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation 

INDIA’S OPTION TO DEAL WITH 
TALIBAN IN AFGHANISTAN

Taliban has taken over the territory of Afghanistan and has formed a government. This is seen as 
a geopolitical victory for Taliban and the countries that are supporting it, especially Pakistan and a 
major setback for the US which waged a war for 20 years. This poses challenges for regional security 
and particularly India’s interest in the region which has invested in the development of Afghanistan.

India’s Interest In Afghanistan

India’s ambitious connectivity projects for connecting Central Asia and Afghanistan via Chabahar  
port have come to a standstill.
Further India’s civilian investments in Afghanistan are all at the mercy of the Taliban now. 
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In this regard if the China-Pakistan-Taliban axis comes together they can further hurt India’s  
geopolitical interest in the region.
Also, the regional players like Russia, China, Pakistan, and Iran all are merging as an anti- 
America axis, however, India is getting closer to the US, which will also have repercussions for 
India’s geostrategy.

India’s Options In Afghanistan

Earlier, India had shown reluctance from engaging with Taliban directly. Although India has  
formally engaged the Taliban in Qatar, it is doing so with a hesitant attitude.
India was not part of the engagements which major powers had with the Taliban. The “Troika  
plus” of the United States-Russia-China-Pakistan, the US led connectivity Quadrilateral involving 
Pakistan did not include India.
Despite being a key player in the developmental sphere, India’s role in the strategic sphere in  
Afghanistan is seen to be very limited. Thus, the options that India has are limited. Yet India 
needs to carve out a strategy out of nothing to secure its key national interests. A multidimensional 
policy needs to be evolved.

At the United Nations

Leverage India’s presence in UNSC to press for conditions on Taliban that Afghanistan is delinked  
from international terrorism and strong actions follow if such links develop.
India is the Chairman of the Taliban Sanctions Committee (or the 1988 Sanctions Committee),  
India must use its muscle to ensure terrorists such as Sirajuddin Haqqani and other members of 
the Haqqani group responsible for brutal suicide bombings on Indian embassies and consulates 
must not be given any exemptions: on travel, recourse to funds or arms.

Engagement with Taliban

India must clearly outline its nature of engagement 
with the Taliban. 
A tactical engagement, dealing with the safety of Indians and Indian interests, overfl ight rights  
and other coordination seems inevitable.

Engagement with friendly sections in Afghanistan

Even while India is not directly engaging with Taliban and has limited leverage on them, India  
should continue to engage leaders like former Afghanistan President Hamid Karzai and former 
High Council for National Reconciliation chief Abdullah Abdullah, who continue to have strong 
ties with India and will continue to be important voice in evolving Afghan polity.
India should roll out a liberal visa and refugee policy towards Afghan people who are trying to  
escape the Taliban regime. Also, Afghan students in Indian universities should be given visa 
extensions. This will enhance India’s soft power among the liberal Afghan population.

Regional Strategy

India can use its relations with friendly countries like Russia, USA and others such as Saudi  
Arabia, Oman and UAE to press for its concerns in Afghanistan.
In a world of hard geopolitical realities, it is India’s soft power, strategic autonomy or non- 
alignment principles and selfl ess assistance to those in need, particularly in its neighbourhood, 
that has been the strongest chords to its unique voice in the world. The moment to make that 
voice heard in Afghanistan is now.
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Way Forward
Establishing informal links with the Taliban government  : It would put New Delhi in a 
stronger position to ensure that its assets and investments in Afghanistan aren’t imperilled.
Broader Diplomatic Engagement:   India should consider appointing a special envoy dedicated 
to Afghan reconciliation. The envoy can ensure that Indian views are expressed at every meeting, 
broaden engagement with the Afghan government and other political actors, and reach out to 
certain Taliban representatives.
Developmental and Humanitarian aid:   Given the continued levels of violence and the impact 
of the coronavirus on the Afghan economy, India should expand its development assistance.

CHINA DEBT TRAP

It has been witnessed that developing nations are often lured by China’s offer of cheap loans for 
transformative infrastructure projects, which require a considerable investment.

How does China trap countries in its debt?

Financing non-viable projects:   It has been alleged that Chinese funding is often made for 
non-viable projects without appropriate risk assessment.For example, in 2014, Montenegro 
successfully concluded negotiations with Chinese partners to fi nancea highway project despite 
the fact that the project was deemed economically unviable by two feasibility studies.
Predatory Lending and Debt Distress:   China has invested heavily in middle- and low-income 
developing countries which have a history of debt sustainability problems, lack the fi scal capacity 
to directly fi nance infrastructure and are not commercially appealing for attracting investment. 
For instance, China has invested in several infrastructure projects in African countries like 
Ethiopia,Nigeria etc.
Opaque lending practices:   The Chinese government neither provides offi cial data on its 
international lending, nor does it disclose details regarding the volume or the terms of the loans it 
provides and how the debt negotiations are adjudicated if the borrower cannot service its debts.
Lack of debt resolution assistance to borrowing countries:   China does not subscribe 
to any guiding multilateral frameworks, set down by the International Monetary Fund or the 
World Bank, to defi ne its approach to debt sustainability problems, choosing instead to deal with 
countries on a case-by-case basis.
Acquiring strategic assets:   Infrastructural agreements with China often provide Chinese fi rms 
the right to access and control land and assets as collateral.
 Thus, China has acquired assets in several countries (see infographic), including those ● 
funded under BRI projects, as a part of Debt renegotiation process.These acquired 
projects hold strategic importance beyond their economic use.
 For instance, Hambantota port in Sri Lanka can be used for increasing Chinese ● 
presence in the Indian Ocean Region.
It has been witnessed that developing nations are often lured by China’s offer of ● 
cheap loans for transformative infrastructural projects, which require a considerable 
investment.
Domination of Chinese interests in projects:   Almost all of China’s overseas lending is extended 
via Chinese state-owned entities and the recipients also tend to be state-owned enterprises. 
Moreover, Chinese workers make up a bulk of the labour force engaged at the infrastructural 
projects in foreign countries.
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Way Forward

Adequate risk assessment:   Countries should conduct proper risk assessment and measure 
economic viability of infrastructure projects prior to signing agreements.
Sustainable Debt resolution and multilateral cooperation:   China should cooperate with 
multilateral institutions to provide an estimate of debt levels of countries involved in BRI.
Other alternatives for infrastructure fi nancing:   The international community should expand 
alternatives to Chinese infrastructure fi nancing to fulfi l infrastructure defi ciencies in Low and 
middle income countries.

UNITED NATIONS HUMAN
RIGHT COUNCIL

India was re-elected to the UNHCR for a sixth term (2022-2024). The overwhelming majority (184 
votes in the 193-member assembly against the required majority of 97) is a robust endorsement of our 
strong roots in democracy, pluralism and fundamental rights.

About UHRC

It is an inter-governmental body within  
the United Nations system, made up 
of 47 States, and is responsible for the 
promotion and protection of all human 
rights around the globe. It reports 
directly to the General Assembly’s 193 
members.
 Background:   It was established in 2006 
by Resolution 60/251 as a subsidiary 
body to the UN General Assembly. 

It replaced the former Commission  

on Human Rights, which operated 
from 1946 to 2006 . 
The Commission on Human Rights was created in 1946 as a subsidiary body of the U.N.  

Economic and Social Council(ECOSOC).
The initial mandate of the commission was to establish international human rights standards  

and develop an international bill of rights.

Signifi cance of UNHRC

Platform for Dialogue among states:   The Council serves as a forum for dialogue among States, 
with input from other stakeholders. Through dialogue and cooperation, it contributes towards the 
prevention of human rights violations and responds promptly to human rights emergencies.
Special procedures to monitor human rights:   The Council has created or renewed the 
mandates of various “special procedures.” The special procedures are experts appointed to 
monitor human rights around priority themes or in specifi c countries with serious human rights 
problems.
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Reviewing Human rights record:   The Council also manages the Universal Periodic Review 
(UPR), a process through which each UN Member State’s overall human rights record is 
reviewed.

In addition, the Council receives complaints alleging patterns of human rights violations,  

which are considered by the Working Group on Communications and may be referred to the 
Working Group on Situations.
The Working Group on Situations reports substantiated claims of consistent patterns of gross  

violations to the Council and makes recommendations for action.
Encourages Civil Society Participation:   It explicitly acknowledges the role of non-
governmental organisations at the national, regional and international levels, in the promotion 
and protection of human rights”. Therefore, the council works in close cooperation in the fi eld of 
human rights with Governments, regional organisations, national human rights institutions and 
civil society.

Concerns with Human Rights Council:

UN members have very different views on human rights .For example,the US wanted only”  
democratic nations’ ‘ to be eligible. Such a criterion would lead to debates over the meaning of 
“ democracy”, and would seem to prioritise civil and political rights over economic, social and 
cultural ones.
In some elections , countries have run unopposed after regional groups nominated the exact  
number of countries required to fi ll council vacancies. 
States generally vote in favour of their national interests rather than human rights interests if  
the two should clash. Thus the council remains prone to politicisation.

Way Forward:
Provision of timely and accurate information to reduce politicisation and build consensus. 
Ensuring National implementation of international human rights obligations and commitments  
and addressing human rights situations.
Strengthening delivery of international human rights technical assistance and capacity-building  
support and additional resources for human rights reporting.

GLOBAL GATEWAY 

What is the Global Gateway initiative of the EU?

It is a new European Strategy to boost smart, clean and secure links in digital, energy and  
transport and strengthen health, education and research systems across the world.
It is essentially an umbrella strategy to synchronise already existing EU and member states  
global infrastructure investment programs.
Global Gateway aims to mobilize 300 billion euros (around $337 billion) over a fi ve-year period  
to invest in digital and transport infrastructure, energy generation and transmission, and health 
projects.
In addition to smaller EU grants, Global Gateway taps into national and EU resources from  
fi nancial institutions and development banks, in the hope that institutional spending will unlock 
signifi cant private capital, too.
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Merits of Global Gateway

Challenger to China’s BRI: Observers and offi cials were quick to frame the GG as a European  
challenge to China’s BRI — itself launched in 2013 to fund infrastructure development projects 
mostly in developing and middle-income countries in Asia and around the globe.
Strengthen EU ties with world: EU investments have made tangible differences on the ground  
in much of the developing world as well as in middle-income countries. This strengthens ties 
with Asia, Africa, and, importantly, the Western Balkan region, and it raises environmental, 
democracy, and human rights standards.
The European model is about investing in both hard and soft infrastructure, in sustainable  
investments in digital, climate and energy, transport, health, education and research, as well as 
in an enabling environment guaranteeing a level playing fi eld.
Value Driven Model: The EU will offer not only solid fi nancial conditions for partners, bringing  
grants, favourable loans, and budgetary guarantees to improve debt sustainability – but also 
promote the highest environmental, social and strategic management standards
Complements US initiative: This is Europe’s contribution to narrowing the global investment gap.  
Also, Global Gateway and the US initiative Build Back Better World will mutually reinforce each 
other. 

Criticisms/challenges of Global Gateway 

Repacking of Existing Projects: Global Gateway is mostly repackaging existing programs  
(InvestEU, our research programme, Horizon Europe and the Connecting Europe Facility) and 
also that the investment sum remains a fraction of what China is mobilizing.



55 https://momentumias.com

MOMENTUM IAS

MOMENTUM IAS

Geopolitical Infl uence: Overseas infrastructure investments are always partly geopolitical, seeking  
to increase the investing country’s own infl uence while trying to minimize space for others. The 
EU is no different and naturally seeks to advance its interests and competitiveness.
China factor is exaggerated: Not China but Japan is the largest infrastructure investor, silently  
and seamlessly implementing affordable good quality projects, especially in Southeast Asia.
Value Driven Agenda of EU: While Europe meets high standards and enjoys great credibility  
and reputation, the assumption that China does not is fl awed. Many middle- and low-income 
countries are demanding China’s investment that doesn’t come with value-driven agendas unlike 
that of Western investment which is invariably attached to Democracy & Human rights.
China adapting to criticisms: BRI is now approaching a decade of experience, and China, though  
relatively new to global investment projects, has learned important lessons from the fi rst phase 
of BRI (2013-2017). Beijing is also increasingly showing greater empathy for the local economy 
and sensitivities, and the BRI is moving into new areas of sustainable growth and health where 
there is great demand.
Scope for complementary multi-source investment: Asian Development Bank estimates Asia’s  
needs to be $26 trillion through 2030. In other words, even if China were to double the BRI’s 
investment volume, would still be room for 10 Global Gateways.
Challenges in mobilising Private Capital: While the BRI mobilizes state-owned commercial  
and policy banks, it is unclear whether the EU will indeed be able to tap into private capital. 
Infrastructure projects are costly and yield uncertain returns.

Conclusion
Not everything needs to be seen through the lens of binary competition, and not everything Beijing  
does is ipso facto bad simply because Beijing does it. 
Global Gateway is an excellent and meaningful strategy. But instead of trying to outcompete China  
and lamenting low standards, the EU could make a difference by setting examples, gradually 
raising the bar for all.
Europe should fi nd ways to coordinate and synergize various national and supra-national projects  
and share best practices and information. It can also prioritise areas less penetrated by the BRI, 
especially India and Eastern Europe.

**********
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