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Ÿ Basaveshwara, colloquially known as 
Basavanna, was a 12th-century CE 
Indian statesman, philosopher, poet, 
Lingayat social reformer in the Shiva-
focussed bhakti movement, and a 
Hindu Shaivite, social reformer during 
the reign of the Kalyani Chalukya/ 
Kalachuri dynasty.

Ÿ Through his poetry spread social 
awareness, which were known as 
Vachanas.

Ÿ He was against the ideas of social 
discrimination, superstitions, rituals, 
and promoted ahimsa (non-violence). 

Ÿ Basava championed devot ional 
worship that rejected temple worship 
and rituals led by Brahmins and 

replaced it with personalized direct 
worship of Shiva through practices such 
as individually worn icons and symbols 
like a small linga (Ishtalinga).

Ÿ He introduced new public institutions such 
as the Anubhava Mantapa (Hall of 
Spiritual Experience) which welcomed 
men and women from all socio-economic 
backgrounds to discuss spiritual and 
mundane questions of life, openly.

Ÿ The Basavaraj Devara Ragale by the 
Kannada poet Harihara (c.1180) is the 
earliest available account on the life of the 
social reformer.

Ÿ Basaveshwara  became the chief 
minister during the Kalchuri regime, 
after the death of his maternal uncle.
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Ÿ As chief minister of the kingdom, Basava 

used the state treasury to initiate social 
reforms and religious movement focussed 
on reviving Shaivism, recognizing and 
empowering ascetics who were called 
Jangamas.

Ÿ Basaveshwara condemned human and 
animal sacrifices.

Ÿ He was also called Bhakti Bhandari, 
treasurer of devotion.
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Ÿ The 'king of the kings', Rajaraja Chola, 
ruled southern India from 985 CE -1014 
CE.

Ÿ Born as Rajakesari Arulmozhi Varman to 
Parantaka II (also known as Sundara 
Cholan) and Vanavan Madevi, Raja Raja 
Chola ascended the throne in 985 CE.

Ÿ At the time of his ascension, the Chola 
kingdom was relatively small, and was 
still recovering from the Rashtrakuta 
invasions in the preceding years. 
Rajaraja turned it into an efficiently-
administered empire which possessed a 
powerful army and a strong navy.

Ÿ His extensive empire included vast 
regions of the Pandya country, the 
Chera country and northern Sri Lanka. 
He also acquired Lakshadweep and 
Thiladhunmadulu atoll, and part of the 
northernmost islands of the Maldives in 
the Indian Ocean. Campaigns against the 
Western Gangas and the Chalukyas 
extended the Chola authority as far as 
the Tungabhadra River. On the eastern 
coast, he battled with the Chalukyas for 
the possession of Vengi.

Ÿ Raja Raja Chola was the first Tamil king 
to keep an official record of all the 
prominent events of his rule and his 
achievements.

Ÿ During his reign, Raja Raja launched a 
project of a land survey, where he 
reorganized his empire into units known 
as valanadus.
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Rajaraja Chola
Ÿ He was the first to bag the title of 

'Mummudi Chola Deva' (for donning 
three crowns of Chola, Chera and 
Pandya).

Ÿ Rajaraja Chola was more cosmopolitan 
in outlook and secular too. He had raised 
temples for Lord Shiva, Ganesh and 
Vishnu during his reign and liberally 
granted funds to those who sought for the 
construction of Jain or Buddhist temples.

Ÿ Rajaraja I, being an able administrator, 
also built the great Brihadisvara Temple 
at the Chola capital Thanjavur.

Ÿ During his reign, the texts of the Tamil 
poets Appar, Sambandar and Sundarar 
were collected and edited into one 
compilation called Thirumurai.

Ÿ Rajaraja strengthened the local self-
government and installed a system of 
audit and control by which the village 
assemblies and other public bodies 
were held to account while retaining their 
autonomy.

Ÿ To promote trade, he sent the first Chola 
mission to China.
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Ÿ Neo-Buddhism was proposed as a mass 
movement that would elevate former 
'Untouchables' and help them achieve 
self-respect. 

Ÿ The Neo Buddhist Movement is a 
religious as well as socio-political 
movement among Dalits in India which 
was started by BR Ambedkar.

Ÿ It radically re-interpreted Buddhism and 
created a new school of Buddhism 
called Navayana.

Ÿ Ambedkar  chose Buddhism after 
examining var ious re l ig ions to 
understand the suitability of each to 
l i b e r a t e  s o c i a l l y  m a r g i n a l i s e d 
communities from the exploitative caste 
order. 

Ÿ He found that Buddhism is rooted in 
India's civilization ,  supplements 
modern ethical values and is averse to 
social  hierarchies and patr iarchal 
domination. He hoped that Buddhist 

principles would mobilize them into a 
robust community to battle the ruling 
Brahmanical elites.

Ÿ After publishing a series of books and 
articles arguing that Buddhism was the 
only way for the untouchables to gain 
equality, Ambedkar publicly converted 
on 14 October 1956, at Deekshabhoomi, 
Nagpur, over 20 years after he declared 
his intent to convert. Around 3,65,000 of 
his followers converted to Buddhism at the 
same ceremony.

Ÿ The Twenty-two vows or twenty-two 
pledges are the 22 Buddhist vows 
administered by B.R. Ambedkar, the 
revivalist of Buddhism in India, to his 
followers. 
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