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BharatNet
Prelims & GS Paper - II

Context: The Department of Telecommunications has proposed not to monetize rural
broadband network infrastructure built under the Bharatnet project.

About BharatNet:
● BharatNet is a project of national importance to establish a highly scalable network

infrastructure accessible on a non-discriminatory basis, to provide on demand,
affordable broadband connectivity of 2 Mbps to 20 Mbps for all households and on
demand capacity to all institutions, to realise the vision of Digital India, in partnership
with States and the private sector.
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● The entire project is being funded by Universal service Obligation Fund (USOF),
which was set up for improving telecom services in rural and remote areas of the
country.

● The objective is to facilitate the delivery of e-governance, e-health, e-education,
e-banking, Internet and other services to rural India.

Implementation:
● The first phase envisages providing one lakh gram panchayats with broadband

connectivity by laying underground optic fiber cable (OFC) lines by December 2017.
● The second phase aimed to provide connectivity to all 2,50,000 gram panchayats in

the country using an optimal mix of underground fiber, fiber over power lines, radio
and satellite media.
➢ It is to be completed by March 2019.
➢ For success in phase-2, which will also involve laying of OFC over electricity

poles, the participation of states will be important.
➢ This is a new element of the BharatNet strategy as the mode of connectivity by

aerial OFC has several advantages, including lower cost, speedier
implementation, easy maintenance and utilization of existing power line
infrastructure.

➢ The last mile connectivity to citizens was proposed to be provided creating Wi-Fi
hotspots in gram panchayats

● In the third phase from 2019 to 2023, state-of-the-art, future-proof network, including
fiber between districts and blocks, with ring topology to provide redundancy would be
created.

National Optical Fiber Network
● National Optical Fibre Network (NOFN) is an

ambitious initiative to trigger a broadband
revolution in rural areas.

● NOFN was envisaged as an information
super-highway through the creation of a
robust middle-mile infrastructure for
reaching broadband connectivity to Gram
Panchayats.

● The National Optical Fibre Network (NOFN)
aims to connect all the 2,50,000 Gram
panchayats in the country and provide 100
Mbps connectivity to all gram panchayats
(GPs).

● To achieve this, the existing fibers of PSUs
(BSNL, Railtel and Power Grid) were utilized
and incremental fiber was laid to connect to
Gram Panchayats wherever necessary.

● Dark fiber network thus created was lit by
appropriate technology thus creating sufficient
bandwidth at the Gram Panchayats.

● Non-discriminatory access to the NOFN
was provided to all the service providers
like Telecom Service Providers (TSPs), ISPs,
Cable TV operators and Content providers to
launch various services in rural areas. The
NOFN project was funded by the Universal
Service Obligation Fund (USOF).

National Digital Communications Policy, 2018:
● National Digital Communications Policy - 2018

has been formulated, in place of the existing
National Telecom Policy-2012, to cater to the
modern needs of the digital communications
sector of India.

● Objectives:
➢ Ensuring digital sovereignty
➢ Creating four million additional

jobs in the Digital Communications
sector.

➢ Enhancing the contribution of the
Digital Communications sector to
8% of India's GDP from ~ 6% in
2017.

➢ Propelling India to the Top 50
Nations in the ICT Development
Index of ITU from 134 in 2017.

➢ Enhancing India's contribution to
Global Value Chains.

● Features:
➢ Provide universal broadband

connectivity at 50 Mbps to every
citizen

➢ Provide 1 Gbps connectivity to all
Gram Panchayats by 2020 and 10
Gbps by 2022

➢ Ensure connectivity to all uncovered
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Bharat Broadband Network Limited
● Bharat Broadband Network Limited is a

Special Purpose Vehicle set up under
Companies Act by Government of India with
an authorized capital of Rs. 1000 Cr.

● It has been mandated to create the National
Optical Fiber Network (NOFN) in India.

areas
➢ Attract investments of USD 100

billion in the Digital Communications
Sector

➢ Train one million manpower for
building New Age Skill

➢ Expand IoT ecosystem to 5 billion
connected devices

➢ Establish a comprehensive data
protection regime for digital
communications that safeguards the
privacy, autonomy and choice of
individuals

3



Calling Name Presentation
Prelims & GS Paper - II & III

Context: Telecom Regulatory Authority of India floated a consultation paper seeking
comments about the potential introduction of a Calling Name Presentation feature.

About Calling Name Presentation:
● Calling Name Presentation (CNAP) is used in telephone networks to identify the

caller’s name and it’s commonly displayed in the Caller ID section whenever receiving a
phone call.

● This can be a username or a company name. The caller’s title can also appear as “Not
Available” in some cases.

● The caller’s name, or CNAP information, is not transmitted during a call. Instead,
the provider is responsible for showcasing the caller’s information to its customer.

● The provider searches the database using the caller’s phone number to obtain
name information to display using the caller ID.

● If the data is with another operator, then the provider operator must perform the search
to get that information.

Why is it implemented?
● The appearance of the Caller ID caused suspicion among the users and the public

because of the potential security and privacy issues that the caller identification may
cause.

● To avoid getting your number flagged for spam, scam, or another individual or entity
“spoofing” your number. Now with CNAP, people can easily identify and block spam calls
or SMS received from unknown numbers, many of these calls are unwelcome and
annoying such as:
➢ Robocallers: Automated, pre recorded phone messages
➢ Spammers: Unwanted callers that may be calling continuously to a large number

of recipients; sometimes includes callers to whom you’ve given consent to
contact you.

➢ Fraud calls: An entity likely pretending to be someone they’re not with malicious
intent.
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Current Trends:
● India is currently the world’s second-largest telecommunications market. There

were 114.55 crore wireless subscribers and 2.65 crore wireline subscribers in the
country as on 30.09.2022.

● The Government of India follows a regime of Unified License for the provision of
telecommunication services. Under the Unified License regime, licensees are
mandated to provide Calling Line Identification (CLI) supplementary service to their
customers.

● At present, all access service providers in India provide Calling Line Identification
Presentation (CLIP) supplementary service, as a part of their bouquet of services to
telephone consumers. When a telephone consumer receives an incoming call, the
telephone number of the calling party is displayed on the called party’s telephone
(mobile handset/ landline telephone set), through the CLIP service.

● Currently, the telephone handsets provide a feature (such as ‘contact list’) which allows
the handset owner to store names of the called parties against their respective
telephone numbers. At the time of an incoming call, the called party’s telephone handset
searches for the calling party’s telephone number in its contact list.

Issues:
● Inadequate: The CLIP service does not adequately meet this requirement as this

service presents only the telephone number of the calling party. Apparently, the said
requirement may be met through a name presentation facility where the name identity of
the calling party is displayed on the called party’s telephone.

● Unknown calls from telemarketers: Telephone consumers, at various fora, have raised
a concern that in absence of the calling party name presentation facility, they prefer not
to attend calls from unknown telephone numbers, as most of such calls are 3 unsolicited
commercial communications (UCCs) from unregistered telemarketers.

● CLI Spoofing: Spoofing is when a caller deliberately falsifies its CLI to disguise its
identity3; this technique is used to trick the called party into answering the call.
Scammers often spoof a number from a company or a government agency (that a called
party may already know and trust) with an aim to defraud the called party.
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Kangaroo Court
Prelims & GS Paper - I & II

About Kangaroo Court:
● Oxford Dictionary defines it as “an unofficial court held by a group of people in order to

try someone regarded, especially without good evidence, as guilty of a crime or
misdemeanor”.

● A kangaroo court is a court that ignores recognized standards of law or justice, carries
little or no official standing in the territory within which it resides, and is typically
convened ad hoc.

● A kangaroo court may ignore due process and come to a predetermined conclusion.

Examples of Kangaroo Court:
● In 1835, a so-called "vigilance committee" in Nashville, Tennessee, United States, ran a

show but legally meaningless trial, by which they convicted abolitionist minister Amos
Dresser of distribution of abolitionist publications; he repeatedly claimed innocence.

● The Volksgerichtshof (People's Court) of Nazi Germany that convicted people who were
suspected of being involved with the failed plot to assassinate Hitler on July 20, 1944.

● In August 1979, the People's Revolutionary Tribunal, in Cambodia, tried Pol Pot and his
brother Ieng San. After a lengthy trial with a duration of five days, both were sentenced
to death in absentia on 19 August 1979. Conclusive evidence showed that the verdicts
and the sentencing papers had been prepared in advance of the trial.

● During the Romanian Revolution in 1989, President and Communist Party General
Secretary Nicolae Ceaușescu and his wife Elena Ceausescu were sentenced to death
by a kangaroo court consisting of members of the military: Two military judges, two
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colonels, and three other officers of lesser ranks. The prosecutor was Dan Voinea; two
lawyers represented the defendant.

● In July 1987, five individuals (most prominently Anatoly Dyatlov, Viktor Bryukhanov, and
Nikolai Fomin) implicated in the 1986 Chernobyl disaster were put on trial in what was
widely recognized as a show trial with pre-determined verdicts. Despite strong evidence
that serious design flaws in the Soviet RBMK nuclear reactor were largely to blame for
the accident, all defendants were sentenced to hard labor in Soviet labor camps.

Kangaroo Courts in India
● Primitive, powerful and potent, large swathes of India are still governed by kangaroo courts that take

arbitrary decisions ranging from stealing of cows to inter-caste marriages.
● Odisha's kangaroo courts are steeped in superstition. On February 12, when some residents of Kiralaga

village fell sick, they blamed three women and an elderly man for practicing witchcraft. In a kangaroo
court, villagers assaulted them, blackened their faces and paraded them naked.

● Tamil Nadu: The kangaroo court met and declared a ruling on the grounds when a man committed
suicide after his daughter married a dalit boy by instructing boy’s parents to send the girl home but they
refused due to which a mob of 2,000 went on the rampage in three dalit colonies in Dharmapuri district,
torching 260 houses.

● Kangaroo courts are organized by Maoists, especially in Jharkhand, where once Maoists chopped the
hands of some individuals by blaming them for being goat thieves.

● Former CJI NV Ramanna stated that media trials are no less than kangaroo courts.
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