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Through Belt and Road 

Initiative (BRI), China is investing 
heavily in more than sixty countries 
of Asia, Africa, Europe and Latin 
America through the Asian 
Development Bank, BRI Fund and 
China’s Public Sector Banks (PSB) in 
infrastructure projects like roads, 
ports, buildings, dams, power 
stations, rail-networks.   

  
In the process, China offers huge loans at commercial interest rates. In turn, countries 

have to repay within a fixed number of years. In failing to repay loans, the indebted country 
has to cede strategic key assets to China, like in the case of Sri Lanka, Hambantota Port has 
been transferred to China for 99 years on lease.  The West, especially G7 countries, accused 
China of debt trapping by extending ‘predatory loans’ to middle and low-income countries. This 
is the practice of what Brahma Chellaney, termed China’s lending practices as ‘debt-trap 
diplomacy’ (2017). Asnaga Abeyagoona Shekhara, called it China's strategic trap diplomacy 
because China engaged in political, and strategic fonts in the name of economic support.  

If one looks at South-Asia, all's not well in India’s neighbourhood on the economic front. 
The southern neighbour, Sri Lanka, is facing its worst economic crisis since its independence 
which includes high record inflation and acute shortage of basic essential amenities and fuel. 
The crisis grew with intense discontent among people who compelled the President and the 
Prime Minister to step down. The economic distress has extended to another India’s 
neighbourhood like Pakistan, Nepal and Myanmar which are facing devaluation of currency, 
fiscal and current account deficit, and soaring balance of payment crisis. In all India’s 
neighbourhood, there is one common coir thread that passes through all India’s neighbours that 

CHINA’S DEBT DIPLOMACY 

Debt-trap diplomacy: Origin and background 
 The term was coined by Brahma Chellaney to describe what he called China's predatory lending 

practices, which overwhelm poor countries with unsustainable loans and force them to cede 
strategic leverage to China. 

 In debt-trap diplomacy, a creditor country intentionally extends excessive credit to a 
debtor country with the intention of extracting economic or political concessions from 
the debtor country when it becomes unable to meet its debt-repayment obligations. 

 The terms of the loans are often not publicised, and the borrowed money commonly pays 
contractors from the creditor country. The term is most commonly used in relation to state-backed 
loans from China. Debt-trap diplomacy has also been called "debt book diplomacy". 

Belt and Road Initiative (BRI): The One Belt One Road (OBOR) initiative now popularly called as 
the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) is China’s trillion-dollar ambitious project to ensure better 
connectivity and infrastructure primarily in the Global South. However, few European countries are 
also part of it. Chinese infrastructure loans to developing countries have been criticised as designed to 
achieve Beijing's strategic aims.  
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they all are part of China’s trillion dollars ambitious project called as Belt and Road Initiative 
(BRI) and one of the important outcomes of BRI reflects China’s ‘debt-trap diplomacy’.    

In the recent meeting (2022) of G7, member countries (the US, Canada, UK, Italy, 
France, Germany, and Japan) reacted strategically to China’s debt trap diplomacy and 
announced the Partnership for the Global Infrastructure and Investment (PGII) which is 600 
billion dollars project to support developing countries to develop infrastructure. Meanwhile the 
US initiated the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF) and Partnership in the Blue Pacific 
(PBP) to counter China’s aggressive outreach.     

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Has China really been playing a strategic game through BRI and giving 
loans to entrap developing countries for its own rise and blunt the 
sharpness of the US strategic game? Or is it that the ‘debt-trap 
diplomacy’ is the west-led propaganda against the rise of China?  
 
Yes, debt-trap diplomacy is China's grand strategy.  
► Brahma Chellaney has opined that "It's clearly part of China's geostrategic vision". The 

Chinese government has been accused of requiring secret negotiations and non-competitive 
pricing on projects in which bidding is closed and contracts must go to Chinese state-owned 
or state-linked companies which charge significantly above-market prices. Western, Indian 
and African media outlets have criticised the terms of Chinese state loans and their high 
interest rates. One example was a 2006 loan to Tonga to rebuild infrastructure. In 2013 and 
2014, Tonga experienced a debt crisis when the Exim Bank of China (its creditor) did not 
write them off the loans cost 44 percent of Tonga's gross domestic product (GDP). According 
to some analysts, such practices highlight China's hegemonic intentions and its challenges 
to state sovereignty. 

► In an October 2018 speech, U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said that China's loans 
are facilitated with bribes: "China shows up with bribes to senior leaders in countries, in 
exchange for infrastructure projects". 

► A paper published by the Belfer Centre for Science and International Affairs posited 
three strategic goals behind China's lending: "filling out a 'String of Pearls' to Malacca 
Dilemma' and project power across vital South Asian trading routes; undermining and 
fracturing the US-led regional coalition contesting Beijing's South China Sea claims; and 
enabling the People's Liberation Army Navy to push through the 'Second Island Chain' into 
the blue-water Pacific". 
 

No, debt-trap diplomacy is a myth and propaganda against the rise of China.  
► Bräutigam, a professor at Johns Hopkins University's School of Advanced International 

Studies (SAIS), described debt-trap diplomacy as a "meme" which became popular due to 
"human negativity bias" based on anxiety about the rise of China. A research paper by 
Bräutigam (2019), most of the debtor countries voluntarily agreed to the loans and had 
positive experiences working with China and "the evidence so far, including the Sri Lankan 
case, shows that the drumbeat of alarm about Chinese banks' funding of infrastructure 
across the BRI and beyond is overblown ... a large number of people have favourable 
opinions of China as an economic model and consider China an attractive- 
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Case of African Countries: African countries rapidly increased their borrowing from 
China between 2000 and 2014 (totalling US$94.5 billion) as they sought to end their 
dependence on the IMF and World Bank, which demand market liberalisation in exchange for 
loans. China is a major project stakeholder in the economies of many African countries, 
significantly influencing the continent's affairs. According to research conducted as part of the 
Jubilee Debt Campaign in October 2018, African debt to China rose from $10 billion in 2010 to 
more than $30 billion in 2016. 
 
Economic risks 
• In 2018, The Guardian reported that some BRI countries have begun reconsidering the 

project, with eight countries at risk of default. According to Jonathan Hillman, director of 
the Reconnecting Asia Project at the Centre for Strategic and International Studies, there is 
more to these projects than financial strategy; "It's also a vehicle for China to write new 
rules, establish institutions that reflect Chinese interests, and reshape 'soft' infrastructure". 

• According to Deborah Brautigam, Chinese loans are prone to misuse and have 
encouraged corruption and power struggles in African countries. Over 80 percent of Chinese 
investments are for infrastructure projects in underdeveloped and developing countries. 

• Scholar Johanna Malm wrote that Chinese loans have been an alternative to IMF loans. 
IMF loans are lower-cost and financed by limited government income; Chinese loans are 
more expensive, but secured by high-revenue projects. 

 
Few Case Studies 
• South Africa: An additional R370 billion ($25.8 billion) loan from the China Development 

Bank in 2018 as an economic stimulus package was initially described as a "gift"; but the 

partner for their development"  said that the theory lacked evidence, and criticised the 
media for promoting a narrative that "wrongfully misrepresents the relationship between 
China and the developing countries that it deals with." An August 2018 China Africa 
Research Initiative report co-authored by Bräutigam said, "Chinese loans are not currently 
a major contributor to debt distress in Africa." 

 
► W. Gyude Moore, a former Liberian public works minister and senior policy fellow at 

the Centre for Global Development, said that year: "The language of 'debt-trap 
diplomacy' resonates more in Western countries, especially the United States, and is rooted 
in anxiety about China's rise as a global power rather than in the reality of Africa." Moore 
added, "China has been a net positive partner with most African countries." 
 

► The Lowy Institute article called Sri Lanka's Hambantota International Port 
the "case par excellence" for China's debt-trap diplomacy, but called the narrative a 
"myth" because the project was proposed by former Sri Lankan president Mahinda 
Rajapaksa, not Beijing. The article added that Sri Lanka's debt distress was not caused 
by Chinese lending, but by "excessive borrowing on Western-dominated capital markets.”  
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loan was criticised by the opposition Democratic Alliance for risking the country's fall into a 
"debt trap". 
 

• Sri Lanka: Critics of Chinese foreign policy argue that loans to Sri Lanka by the Exim 
Bank of China to build the Hambantota International Port and the Mattala Rajapaksa 
International Airport are examples of debt-trap diplomacy. 

 
• Pakistan: A number of scholars have said that the CPEC "subordinates Pakistan's 

interests to China’s” and the CPEC and Pakistan's growing economic dependence on China 
could become a threat to Pakistan's sovereignty. 
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In its 2022 Annual report, the 
United States Commission on 
International Religious Freedom 
(USCIRF) has recommended that 
India be designated a ‘Country of 
Particular Concern’ (CPC), i.e., the 
category of governments performing 
most poorly on religious freedom 
criteria. It has also called for 
“targeted sanctions” on individuals 
and entities responsible for severe 
violations of religious freedom by 
freezing those individuals’ or 
entities’ assets and/or barring their 
entry” into the U.S.  

What is the USCIRF and 
how is it constituted? 
• The USCIRF is an independent, 

bipartisan body created by the International Religious Freedom Act, 1998 (IRFA) with a 
mandate to monitor religious freedom violations globally and make policy recommendations 
to the President, the Secretary of State, and the Congress. It is a congressionally created 
entity and not an NGO or advocacy organisation. It is led by nine part-time commissioners 
appointed by the President and the leadership of both political parties in the House and the 
Senate. 

• According to the IRFA, commissioners are “selected among distinguished individuals noted 
for their knowledge and experience in fields relevant to the issue of international religious 
freedom, including foreign affairs, direct experience abroad, human rights, and 
international law.” 

 
What does a ‘Country of Particular Concern’ (CPC) designation mean? 
• IRFA requires the USCIRF to annually identify countries that merit a CPC designation. As 

per IRFA, CPCs are countries whose governments either engage in or tolerate “particularly 
severe violations” of religious freedom, which are defined as “systematic, ongoing, egregious 
violations of the internationally recognized right to freedom of religion”. 

• The other designation, for less serious violations, is Special Watch List (SWL) 
 
Which other countries have been designated as CPCs? 
• For 2022, based on religious freedom conditions in 2021, a total of 15 countries have been 

recommended for the CPC designation. They include India, Pakistan, Burma, China, 
Eritrea, Iran, North Korea, Pakistan, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Tajikistan, Afghanistan, 
Nigeria, Syria and Vietnam. Countries recommended for a SWL designation include 

INDIA’S DESIGNATION BY THE USCIRF 
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Algeria, Cuba, Nicaragua, Azerbaijan, Central African Republic, Egypt, Indonesia, Iraq, 
Kazakhstan, Malaysia, Turkey, and Uzbekistan. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Are USCIRF recommendations binding on the U.S. government? 
• No, they are not. The USCIRF typically recommends more countries for a CPC label than 

the State Department will designate. This happens because the USCIRF is concerned solely 
with the state of religious freedom when it makes a recommendation, but the State 
Department and its Office of International Freedom (IRF), although mandated by IRFA to 
factor in religious freedom in the framing of foreign policy, also takes into account other 
diplomatic, bilateral and strategic concerns before making a decision on a CPC designation. 

 
Is this the first time India is being designated as a CPC by the USCIRF? 
What has been India’s reaction? 
• This is the third year in a row that India has received a CPC recommendation. India has in 

the past pushed back against the grading, questioning the locus standi of USCIRF. In 2020, 
External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar called the Commission an “Organisation of 
Particular Concern.” 

 

 

Why does USCIRF want India to be designated as a CPC? 
 • The USCIRF, in its annual report, states that in 2021, “religious freedom conditions in 

India significantly worsened.” 
• Indian government escalated its promotion and enforcement of policies —including 

those promoting a Hindu-nationalist agenda — that negatively affect Muslims, 
Christians, Sikhs, Dalits, and other religious minorities,” the report observed that “the 
government continued to systemise its ideological vision of a Hindu state at both the 
national and State levels through the use of both existing and new laws and structural 
changes hostile to the country’s religious minorities.” 

• It highlighted the use of the Unlawful Activities Prevention Act (UAPA) against those 
documenting religious persecution and violence, detailed the creation of “hurdles 
against the licensure and receipt of international funding” by religious and charitable 
NGOs, and observed that “numerous attacks were made on religious minorities, 
particularly Muslims and Christians, and their neighbourhoods, businesses, homes, and 
houses of worship”. It also criticised the spate of fresh anti-conversion legislations, 
noting that “national, State and local governments demonised and attacked the 
conversion of Hindus to Christianity or Islam.” 

• Taking into account all these aspects, it concluded that India met the criteria of 
“systematic, ongoing, egregious” violations of religious freedom and therefore deserved 
a CPC designation. 
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What is the likely impact of the USCIRF’s recommendation? 
 
• The U.S. State Department hasn’t acted on such recommendations so far. But India may 

come under greater pressure this time, given its divergence from the American position on 
the Ukraine war and refusal to endorse U.S.-backed resolutions against Russia at the UN. 

• While the USCIRF’s suggestion of targeted sanctions may be a non-starter, its other 
recommendation — that the “U.S. Congress should raise religious freedom issues in the 
U.S.-India bilateral relationship and highlight concerns through hearings, briefings, 
letters and congressional delegations” seems more likely to fructify. 

• In its 2022 Annual report, the United States Commission on International Religious 
Freedom (USCIRF) has recommended that India be designated a ‘Country of Particular 
Concern’ (CPC), i.e., the category of governments performing most poorly on the religious 
freedom criteria. 

• CPCs are countries that either engage in or tolerate “particularly severe violations” of 
religious freedom. A total of 15 countries have been recommended for the CPC designation. 

• The USCIRF’s decision is not binding on the U.S. government. The State 
Department and its Office of International Freedom (IRF), take into account other 
diplomatic, bilateral and strategic concerns before making a decision on a CPC 
designation. 
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Rise of China as a superpower in Asia has 
its own implications, especially when it comes to 
the Taiwan issue. On October 1, 2021 (National 
Day to mark the birth of the People’s Republic of 
China (PRC), President Xi Jinping expressed the 
peaceful reunification of China. At the same time, 
China flew over 100 fighter jets into Taiwan’s air 
defence identification zone, jangling nerves in 
Taiwan and setting off alarm around the world that it was preparing to take over the island by 
force. 

Although largely unrecognised by other countries as such, self-ruled Taiwan sees itself 
as no less than an independent nation, and its leaders, including the fiercely pro-independence 
President Tsai Ing-wen, have vowed to defend its sovereignty against the Chinese goal of 
“reunification”. The US often comes in support of Taiwan especially in the last few years, when 
the US has to contain China’s rise as a hegemon power. Therefore, it looks that Taiwan is 
entirely dependent on the US for its defence against possible Chinese aggression — and that is 
why every spike in military tensions between China and Taiwan injects more hostility in the 
already strained relationship between Washington and Beijing. 
 

 
China-Taiwan tensions: 
• In 1954-55, and in 1958, the PRC bombed the Jinmen, Mazu, and Dachen islands under 

Taiwan’s control, drawing in the US. Congress passed the Formosa Resolution authorizing 
President Dwight D Eisenhower to defend RoC territory. 

CHINA- TAIWAN TUSSLE 

People’s Republic of China: Historical Background  
 Taiwan, a self-governed democratic country at Formosa Island located off the east coast of China, 

is where Chinese republicans of the Kuomintang(KMT) government retreated after the 1949 
victory of the communists — and it has since continued as the Republic of China (RoC). The island 
is located in the East China Sea, to the northeast of Hong Kong, north of the Philippines and south 
of South Korea, and southwest of Japan. What happens in and around Taiwan is of deep concern 
to all of East Asia. 

 Since its founding in 1949, the PRC (People's Republic of China) has believed that Taiwan must be 
reunified with the mainland, while the RoC has held out as an “independent” country. The RoC 
became the non-communist frontier against China during the Cold War, and was the only ‘China’ 
recognised at the UN until 1971. That was when the US inaugurated ties with China through the 
secret diplomacy of Henry Kissinger, national security adviser to President Richard Nixon. 

 The US backs Taiwan’s independence, maintains ties with Taipei, and sells weapons to it — but 
officially subscribes to PRC’s “One China Policy”, which means there is only one legitimate 
Chinese government.  
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• In 1955, Premier Zhou En-lai declared at the Bandung Conference that he wanted 
negotiations with the US. But as civil war broke out in Lebanon in 1958, China resumed the 
bombing, provoking the US to supply Taiwanese outposts on the islands. 

• The most serious encounter was in 1995-96, when China began testing missiles in the seas 
around Taiwan, triggering the biggest US mobilization in the region since the Vietnam 
War. The tests led to the re-election in 1996 of President Lee Teng-hui, seen by the Chinese 
as a pro-independence leader. 

 
Independence politics: 
• In 1975, Taiwan got its first democratic reforms. Starting from the 1990s, and despite the 

missile crisis, relations between the PRC and RoC improved, and trade ties were 
established. As the British prepared to exit Hong Kong in 1999, the “One China, Two 
Systems” solution was offered to Taiwan as well, but it was rejected by the Taiwanese. 

• In 2000, Taiwan got its first non-KMT government, when the Taiwanese nationalist 
Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) won the presidency. In 2004, China started drafting 
an anti-secession law aimed at Taiwan; trade and connectivity, however, continued to 
improve. 

• Today, the two big players in Taiwan’s politics are the DPP and KMT, broadly the parties 
of the island’s Hakka inhabitants and the minority mainland Chinese respectively. The 
2016 election of President Tsai marked the onset of a sharp pro-independence phase in 
Taiwan, and the current tensions with China coincided with her re-election in 2020. 

• Taiwan now has massive economic interests, including investments in China, and pro-
independence sections worry that this might come in the way of their goals. Inversely, the 
pro-reunification sections of the polity, as well as China, hope that economic dependence 
and increasing people-to-people contacts will wear out the pro-independence lobbies. 

 
The US position in the China-Taiwan issue: 
• As tensions rise, the world is watching the US, whose status as the world’s pre-eminent 

power has been dented by the messy exit from Afghanistan. In East and Southeast Asia, 
several countries including Japan, South Korea, and the Philippines, which are sheltered 
under the protective umbrella of the US, are reading the tea leaves. 

• According to Nirupama Subramanian the US has a policy of “strategic ambiguity” 
towards Taiwan. This means that it maintains ties with Taipei, and sells weapons to it, but 
officially subscribes to the PRC’s “One China Policy” in which Taiwan does not exist as a 
separate entity. It is this delicate diplomatic balance that Biden’s pronouncement on 
Monday jolted. President Joe Biden has also so far walked a thin line between pledging 
support for Taiwan, and keeping the lid on tensions with Beijing. Recently he said that 
they had agreed to abide by the “Taiwan Agreement”, under which US support for the “One 
China Policy” is premised on Beijing not invading Taiwan. 

• But a statement by United States President Joe Biden at the Quad Summit in Tokyo in 
Apart from this May suggesting that any attempt by China to invade Taiwan would attract 
American military intervention set off an angry response from the government in Beijing, 
which vowed “firm action to safeguard its sovereignty and security interests”, and warned 
that “we will do what we say”. 
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• The AUKUS pact among the US, UK, and Australia, under which Australia will be 
supplied with nuclear submarines, has imparted a new dimension to the security dynamics 
of the Indo-Pacific. Taiwan has welcomed the pact, while China has denounced it as 
seriously undermining regional peace. 

 

 
Status of India-Taiwan relations: 
• 1949: India recognised PRC, not the ROC as the government in Taiwan calls itself, and 

adopted the “One China policy” India has always been sensitive to China’s concerns, but 
after a number of Chinese aggressions at the Line of Actual Control in 2010, comments on 
Arunachal Pradesh, as well visa issue on Jammu Kashmir, India stopped the use of the 
“One China Policy” 

• Now India’s relations with Taiwan have been on an upward trajectory and this does 
present an opportunity for India to leverage its ties with Taiwan vis-à-vis Beijing.  

• There are many avenues that India can explore in its ties with Taiwan without being 
needlessly defensive. India can further enhance its trade ties with Taiwan and ensure 
greater ease of doing business for the Taiwanese corporate sector.  

• India can have ministers visiting Taiwan pertaining to culture and commerce. There are a 
number of sectors which are critical for India’s next phase of technological evolution like 
electronics, semiconductor and 5G where Taiwan is at the cutting edge.  

• Most importantly, Taiwan’s health sector is one of the most advanced globally so in the 
wake of the pandemic, India like many other countries can also work alongside Taiwan’s 
health sector, research and development wing as well as draw lessons from their response. 

 

Why does China-Taiwan tussle matters to India? 

 • Instability in the region 
• Government is already dealing with Chinese aggression at the LAC, would like to avoid 

actions that would precipitate more violence 
• India’s membership of the Quad- with US, Japan and Australia is committed to keeping 

the Indo-Pacific region free and open 
• India is also a member of SCO, BRICS, RIC with China 
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In India’s neighbourhood first 
policy, Maldives is placed one of 
India’s focus to increase links, 
interconnection and interdependence 
in economy, science and technology, 
education, tourism, connectivity, 
maritime security, disaster-
management, green-energy and to 
curb transnational crime in the Indian 
Ocean. India and Maldives share 
ethnic, linguistic, cultural, religious 
and commercial links from antiquity. 
India was among the first to recognise 
Maldives after its independence in 
1965 and to establish diplomatic 
relations with the country. India 
established its mission at the level of 
CDA in 1972 and resident High 
Commissioner in 1980. Maldives 
opened a full fledged High 
Commission in New Delhi in 
November 2004, at that time one of its only four diplomatic missions worldwide. India-Maldives 
relations can be analysed in the following head. 
  
Political relations: 
• Bilateral relations have been nurtured and strengthened by regular contacts at the highest 

levels. Since the establishment of diplomatic relations, almost all the Prime Ministers of 
India visited the Maldives. On international issues Maldives had consistently supported 
India in multilateral fora, such as the UN, the Commonwealth, the NAM and the SAARC. 
Maldives also co-sponsored the G-4 draft resolutions on UN reforms.  

• India has extended support to Maldives candidature for a non-permanent seat in the UN 
Security Council for the term 2019-20.India’s prompt assistance during the 1988 coup 
attempt, and the immediate withdrawal of our troops when they were no longer required 
assuage fears of any Indian dominance or territorial aspirations also India was the first to 
assist Maldives during the 2004 Tsunami as well as the water crisis in Malé in December 
2014.  These three incidents (in 1988, 2004 and 2014) had established the advantages of 
India’s proximity and capacity to come to Maldives’ rescue in distress vis‐à‐vis any other 
country and are widely acknowledged by the government and people of Maldives. 

• Except for a brief period during former President Waheed’s administration and to some 
extent during former President Yameen’s regime, when there was a change in approach 
towards India, all Maldivian Presidents have recognized the importance of India’s 

SOUTH- ASIA: INDIA- MALDIVES 
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strategic role in Maldives and worked towards strengthening bilateral relationship with 
India, with India being seen as a net security provider. 

• ‘India First’ has been a stated policy of the Government of Maldives. President 
Solih, ever since he assumed office in November 2018, has acted on ‘India First’ in right 
earnest.  

 
Defence and Security: 
• Due to the strategic importance  of Maldives in the Indian ocean it is important to India 

from the perspective of maritime security. It is situated in a mid-way of the world's busiest 
trade routes where thousands of cargoes pass through these trade routes  i.e. between 
Strait of Malacca and Suez. Kerala and Lakshadweep are also in close proximity to it. 

• Increasing cases of piracy in the Indian Ocean near Somalia and Strait of Malacca has 
made the position of Maldives very important for establishing Naval bases for security in 
the Indian Ocean. India provides the largest number of training opportunities for Maldivian 
National Defence Force (MNDF), meeting around 70% of their defence training 
requirements. A comprehensive Action Plan for Defence was also signed in April 2016 to 
consolidate defence partnership. 

 
Economic Cooperation: 
• Economic package of US$ 1.4 billion: During State Visit of President Solih to New Delhi 

on 17‐18 December 2018, GoI announced US$ 1.4 billion financial package in the form of 
budgetary support (US$50 million), buying of treasury bills (US$ 150 million), currency 
swap (US$ 400 million) and concessional Line of Credit (US$ 800 million) to fulfil the 
socio‐economic development programme of the Maldives. 

• Also a Bilateral US Dollar Currency Swap Agreement between RBI and Maldives Monetary 
Authority (MMA) was signed on 22 July 2019.This agreement allowed MMA to draw a swap 
facility to a maximum limit of US$ 400 million, within the existing ‘Framework on 
Currency Swap Arrangement for SAARC Countries’, and its ‘Standby Swap Arrangement’. 

Political Transition in Maldives: 
• In Maldives under pressure from the civil society democratic reforms were initiated in 

2008 and a new constitution was adopted In 2008 the first democratically-elected President 
of Maldives was Mohamed Nasheed. But he had to step down after the coup in 2012. 
Abdulla Yameen was elected president in 2013. 

• The current President of the Maldives is Ibrahim Mohamed Solih, who was sworn into 
office on July 13, 2018, when his predecessor, Abdulla Yameen, lost the 2018 presidential 
election. Many scholars still comment that Maldives is not yet ready for full democracy 
(Maldives may still be unready for Democracy; sitting on a powder-keg now? - N 
SATHIYA MOORTHY). 
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India and China competition over Maldives: Is littoral state Balancing or 
Tilting? 

► When the incumbent government of President Ibrahim Solih took office in Maldives in 
November 2018, many in India believed this signalled a new chapter in bilateral ties. 
Some of this was based on the extremely positive rhetoric towards India. President Solih 
has reportedly said, “India is the closest friend of the Maldives.” 

► These statements were in stark contrast with the approach of the previous government 
led by president Abdulla Yameen, who asked India to take back the two navy and coast 
guard helicopters, gifted by India a couple of years ago. It also refused to extend the visas 
of Indian military personnel attending on them. 

► The pro-India rhetoric emanating out of the Solih government was further accompanied 
by striking optics. India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi became the only foreign 
dignitary to be invited to President Solih’s inauguration. Following this, many official 
visits had taken place between the two countries at the highest levels of government, 
including visits by President Solih, Speaker Nasheed and Foreign Minister Shahid.  

► The most dramatic of symbolisms was the inter-linking of the coastal surveillance radar 
chain with the Indian navy (which had been stalled), vitally with the view of increasing 
maritime domain awareness. 

► But if we look closely the change in the approach to India has merely been tactical and 
not a long-term strategic shift, or a dramatic resetting of relations. As India’s previous 
National Security Advisor, Shiv Shankar Menon argues, “We should get used to the 
idea that all our smaller neighbours, if they see India-China rivalry, will find it useful to 
deal with us in order to get things from the Chinese and deal with the Chinese in order to 
get things from us.”  

► Nasheed often makes statements such as “We will be happy to maintain cultural ties with 
China. But we can’t afford to have defence cooperation.” Shahid on the other hand has 
been clear that, “China is also going to be one of the largest economies in the world. We 
can’t say that we will not have any relations with China because we have to appreciate 
what countries do for the people.” This should be seen more as a balancing tactic rather 
than a strategic tilt. 

► Whereas Chinese intentions are also clear, it wants to be in India's backyard. As Shyam 
Saran states China repeatedly forswears any intention of setting up bases in the 
Maldives, but has signalled its intention to maintain a naval presence in this part of the 
Indian Ocean by undertaking a highly visible visit, for the first time, of three naval 
vessels to Male in August 2017. So the message is loud and clear: China is determined to 
demonstrate its oft-repeated assertion that the Indian Ocean is not India's ocean. 

► Balachander Palanisamy- Solih is keen to balance the Maldives’ foreign policy 
interests with China and India. Wary of facing similar consequences as Sri Lanka from 
Chinese “debt-trap diplomacy,” the Maldivian government has begun to diversify its 
foreign investments. As a result, it is now more inclined toward Indian aid. 
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Recent Update: Recently, the Maldivian government disallowed a planned opposition 
rally in the capital city of Male. The theme of the rally, called out by former president 
Abdulla Yameen and his Progressive Party, and its ally, the People’s National 
Congress, was ‘India out’. 

 

Way Forward for India: 
• In the order to understand the evolving foreign policy of Maldives, which is also an evolving 

democracy, India must pay attention to all these factors. India can definitely welcome the 
return of a government that wants to engage, yet it needs to go beyond the ‘India First’ 
rhetoric which has been repeated by various governments over the years. 

• India must pay close attention to the structural constraints affecting Maldives both at the 
domestic and international levels. India must pay close attention to all these emerging 
challenges. Dramatic changes await the foreign policy choices of the archipelago nation as 
well as of the world beyond it. 

What is the India Out Campaign? 

 
► The India Out campaign began in 2020, on March 19 at Naifaru in Lhaviyani atoll 

when opposition parties in Maldives targeted the Maldivian Democratic Party 
government for its growing proximity to India. 

► Accusing it of “selling off Maldives” to India, the opposition demanded the release of 
Yameen from prison – he was jailed on graft charges at the time. 

► The campaign gathered pace after Maldives signed the military agreement with India in 
February last year and snowballed following Yameen’s release from prison in December. 
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India-Japan friendship has a long history hinged by spiritual affinity, strong cultural 
and civilizational ties and shared values like democracy, freedom and rule of law. Research 
suggests India’s first link with Japan was in the 6th and 7th centuries when India’s Buddhism 
transformed the life of Japanese people.  It sets great moral and cultural linkages between 
India-Japan that are enlasting today.  On the economic front, the first direct economic contact 
can be traced to the beginning of Japan’s Meiji period (1868), when Japan used raw 
materials from India to enable its early industrialization. In the post-WWII, India gave moral 
support to Japan and Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru sent two baby elephants as a 
pleasant gesture in the time when Japan was facing challenges due to nuclear attack by the 
US.  

In 2005, the relationship was rejuvenated and today India-Japan are strategic partners 
and economic interdependence is unprecedented. Since 2005, India-Japan PM meets and 
shares understanding in different sectors including strategic and economic development. Today 
India-Japan relations are at peak through 2+2 Ministerial Dialogue, QUAD (along with 
the US and Australia), Indo-Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF) and shares common 
understanding on Indo-Pacific (inclusive, open and free) and rule-based international order. In 
the wake of China’s rise and its imperial maritime claims in South-China Sea and East China 
Sea, India-Japan have a common agenda in world politics in general and in Asian politics in 
particular. India-Japan relation is described as a special, strategic and global partnership for 
21st century international order.   

Thanks to the Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (2011) which led 
to India-Japan cooperation in economic development, trade and commerce. India is the largest 
recipient of development aid from Japan. There are almost 1500 Japanese companies and 11 
industrial townships have been set up in India in the last two decades working in different 
sectors like technology, bullet trains, freight and industrial corridors.  In addition, Japanese 
investment has crossed 36 billion dollars in automobiles, electricals, communications, 
insurance and Pharma which are major impetus in India’s growth narrative and it does provide 

INDIA & MAJOR POWERS: INDO- JAPAN 

INDO- JAPAN RELATIONS TIMELINE 
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employment to million Indians. Japan is helping India in the smart city mission, an ambitious 
urban transformation programme of the government of India.       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
India-Japan cooperation at regional and global level: 
Over the last two decades, what was once a narrow bilateral relationship has transformed into 

a regional and global partnership. 
• The regional dimension of the relationship is reflected in the convergence between New 

Delhi and Tokyo on maintaining a rules-based order in the Indo-Pacific. India-Japan has 
forged close cooperation in ASEAN led forums, in QUAD, and in other trilaterals in the 
Indo-Pacific.  This is a manifestation of the evolution of the relations adjusting to a 
changing regional order. 

India-Japan Relations: Historical background 
• In the first phase, Japan and India maintained a cordial relationship but remained at a 

political distance. India led the nonaligned movement while Tokyo was closely aligned with the 
US-led anti-communist bloc. US-India antipathy—and the distance between Japan and India—
grew greater after India’s Treaty of “Friendship and Cooperation” with Moscow was signed in 
1971. This phase came to a rather frosty end after India’s nuclear tests of 1998 and the Japanese 
decision to join Washington and impose economic sanctions. 

• The second phase commenced with the historic visit of President Bill Clinton to India in 
March 2000. Taking a cue from it, Prime Minister Mori Yoshiro travelled to New Delhi in 
August 2000,where he announced the “Japan-India Global Partnership.”Beginning with Prime 
Minister Koizumi Junichiro in 2005, Japanese and Indian prime ministers have held annual, 
alternate-host summits.  On the security front, the Indian and Japanese coast guards began 
annual joint exercises and leadership exchange visits in 2000. 

• By late 2006, a third, much broader phase of strategic engagement began, evolving in 
parallel with greater defence engagement by George W. Bush under the aegis of America’s new 
“dehyphenation policy,” placing US relations with Pakistan and India. on separate pathways. 

• Japan-India relations became increasingly geostrategic in nature..Abe and Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh signed agreements that moved the Abe vision toward reality: In 2006, their 
first-ever bilateral Defence Cooperation Agreement, and in December 2006, a 
document formalising their relationship as a “strategic and global partnership.” 

• December 2012 set the stage for acceleration in the third phase of the bilateral relationship. 
India signaled its deep commitment to Japan as a strategic partner by making Abe the first ever 
Japanese dignitary to be the Chief Guest at India’s Republic Day in January 2014—India’s 
highest diplomatic honor. 

• India and Japan officially updated the description of their relationship to one of a “Special 
Strategic and Global Partnership.”They moved forward on cooperation in long-sensitive 
space and defence matters. India also joined Japan in expressing concern about developments in 
the South China Sea.  

• Japanese investment in major Indian economic projects took off. On his December 2015 visit Abe 
inked Japan’s commitment to funding and building India’s first-ever high-speed railway and 
protocols to enable the future transfer of defence equipment and technology. 

• India agreed to Japan’s permanent inclusion in the bilateral US-Indian Malabar annual naval 
exercises. 2016 interactions included a very significant bilateral civil nuclear deal, signed in 
early November by Modi on a visit to Japan. This deal opened the way for Japan’s highly capable 
nuclear reactor businesses, like Toshiba, to build nuclear power plants across India and sell 
nuclear reactor parts and equipment to other contractors there.  
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• Similarly, our global conversation includes joint efforts to reform the UN system, 
climate change, resilient supply chain etc. The relationship has become genuinely and 
deeply strategic. As both are part of G4 countries. The First India–Japan High Level Policy 
Dialogue was held in September 2021 on  issues on Air Pollution, Sustainable Technologies 
and Transports, Climate Change, Marine Litter, Fluorocarbons, COP 26, etc. Our interests 
and perspectives on strategic and international issues are more aligned than ever before. 

• There is a high level of institutionalization of the relationship over the last two decades. 
India-Japan relations today enjoy a high level of leadership commitments built on the 
strong foundation of personal relations between the leaders. 

• However, it has also become highly institutionalised at political, official and sectoral levels. 
Perhaps, no other bilateral relationship of India is as institutionalised as India-Japan 
relations. Even though the defence and security component of the relationship is relatively 
new, it has actually progressed remarkably fast. 

Maritime cooperation is an emerging area of cooperation in India-
Japan relations: 
• The ‘special strategic and global partnership’ between India-Japan has significantly 

grown in recent years, with special focus on maritime cooperation, with converging geo-
economic and geo-strategic interests of the two Indio-Pacific partners. Geographical 
location of India and Japan inextricably links their security, commerce and trade with the 
maritime domain. 

• Both India and Japan are heavily dependent on oceans, for 90% of their trade is carried via 
crucial International Sea Lanes (ISLs) in the Indo-Pacific region. 

• Maritime cooperation is not only limited to defence or navy but can include other 
commercial activities which can be maritime in nature. The converging points of maritime 
cooperation between India and Japan require closer attention to the strengthening of two 
trilateral partnerships, namely the (1) U.S, Japan and India (2) Japan, India and Australia 
for a better integration of the Indo-Pacific. 

• The confluence of the two seas can be brought about and made more dynamic through 
further strengthening of ties. Myanmar is in the strategic interest of both states as it acts 
as a bridge between South Asia and Southeast Asia. Japan is currently engaged in 
developing an industrial port in Dawei as well as a Special Economic Zone (SEZ) in 
Thilawa which could provide better linkages and connectivity for both India and Japan. 

• The cooperation between India and Japan would be mostly non-combat oriented as it 
would focus on port development, connectivity and Humanitarian and Disaster Relief 
(HADR). Japan’s technological resources and expertise could be combined with India’s 
human resource and Information and Technology (IT), which can be another converging 
point for cooperation between both the countries. 

• There is also an agreement on United Nations Conventions on the Law of the Sea 
(UNCLOS) which is to support freedom of navigation on the seas and also to protect sea 
lines of communications. Bangladesh is another country which is at the pivot of the Bay of 
Bengal, and is also in the best interests of both India and Japan, and can be another 
potential for maritime cooperation. 

• India is a developing nation, and has high energy demand whereas Japan too after the 
Fukushima nuclear disaster has high energy needs as well, and they are both embedding 
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themselves in hydrocarbon infrastructure through oil fields and harbours. China’s growing 
assertiveness is something that also brings Japan and India closer on many accounts, but 
both the nations are careful on not making their alliance anti-China. 

• Maritime Affairs Dialogue has been instituted between the two countries to discuss issues 
of mutual interest in maritime domain and identifying ways of furthering maritime 
cooperation. The Acquisition and Cross-Servicing Agreement (ACSA) was signed 
between the two countries on 09 September 2020, cooperation in enhancing maritime 
connectivity and infrastructure. 

Challenges to the maritime cooperation: 
• There also comes challenges at the time of cooperation between the two nations and non-

traditional security threats like human trafficking, terrorism, and immigration would also 
prove to be a major problem. The political support at times for democracy can also be 
another major issue as the region has seen the breakdown of democracy and its 
institutions. 

• Japan is very much concerned about India’s relations with Pakistan as it prefers a stable 
South Asian region for investments. The provocation of China is to be considered in all 
aspects and not make Japan and India collaborate on everything about China. 

• China is important to Japan as well as to India economically and at the same time has 
territorial problems, but the important thing would be to seek a balanced path. 

• The red tapism of Indian bureaucracy makes businesses difficult for foreign investors; 
however, this element would take time to go completely and poses a big challenge for 
cooperation. Japan is a distant country from India and cultural differences have been cited 
as some of the chief problems for Japan-India cooperation. 

• Dr. Pragya Pandey argues that maritime cooperation is one of the linchpin areas of the 
‘special strategic and global partnership’ between the two democracies. As India 
endeavours to strengthen relations and seeks development of the countries in the region in 
a mutually supportive and cooperative manner under the vision of SAGAR (Security and 
Growth for All) and now IPOI, Japan is a crucial partner for India. Ports and inland water 
transport, smart islands, disaster risk reduction, harnessing ocean resources for 
development could be some of the major focus areas in furthering maritime cooperation 
between the two countries. 

Multifaceted Economic Interactions: 
• India has made Japan an increasingly preferred economic partner. Although Beijing 

remains India’s number one economic partner when summing all investments and trade 
activities, Japan is consistently in the top ten of states investing in India since 2010. 

• New Delhi has been working to expand overall Japanese economic activity. Japan has a 
unique record of private sector economic investment in India. It has averaged about $5 
billion of investment a year for the past half-decade—about 6% of Japan’s overall 
annual overseas investment and about half of Japan’s direct investment in China. 

• Japan’s ODA, initiated for India in 1958, is a critical component of its overall economic 
support. Japan has focused its ODA program on the development of industry-related 
and energy infrastructure (increasing renewable energy capacity and rural 
electrification). 
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• From late 2014, Japan has pledged about $854 million in funding at reduced interest rates 
for about 1,200 kilometers of roads across India’s northeast and several hundred million 
additional in low-cost funding and aid for water and hydroelectric projects in areas near 
the Chinese border.  

Defence interactions have lagged behind other areas of the relationship. 
India’s historic reluctance about military-to-military partnerships due 
to its traditional nonaligned status is part of the problem. So too are 
Japan’s unique constitutional limitations on security beyond territorial 
self-defence. These long standing limitations are now changing which is 
reflected in their advanced defence cooperation- 

• Defence cooperation has begun advancing rapidly in military-to-military exercises, 
exchanges, and, most recently, military equipment and technology transfers. Japan views 
India as playing an important security role in the Indian Ocean and maintaining a rules-
based maritime order. 

• In 2015, India, with US support, expanded the Malabar exercise to include Japan as a 
permanent participant. Japanese viewed this invitation as an “important uptick in exercise 
partnerships.” 

• Since 2010, India and Japan have conducted regular staff talks between uniformed naval 
leadership. During 2015, Japan expanded its representational defence presence in 
India from one to three officers and seconded a coast guard senior officer there. 

• The sale of defence equipment and technology occupies a growing role in the 
relationship. Japan would like to see India better equipped to provide reliable security and 
assured deterrence against Chinese encroachment in the Indian Ocean (in the near-to-mid-
term) and into the Southwestern Pacific (further ahead). Recently, the Agreement 
Concerning Reciprocal Provision of Supplies and Services between the Self-Defense Forces 
of Japan and the Indian Armed Forces RPSS) was signed on 9 September 2020 and came 
into force on 11 Jul 2021. 

• Indian officials aim to secure Japanese weapons, technologies, and defence know-how in 
several critical areas related to these mutual security aims. Defence Equipment and 
Technology Cooperation (DETC): A decision to establish a Joint Working Group 
(JWG) on DETC was taken in 2014. 

• India would like greater Japanese investment and assistance to help its anaemic 
indigenous armaments manufacturing capacity. It also would like to procure weapons 
platforms and advanced technology for maritime surveillance and patrol, eventually 
extending these into a robust anti-submarine warfare capability. 

• The transfer of Japanese intelligence and cyber know-how with military as well as 
civilian applications is an aspiration as is investment and technology transfer for civilian 
and military space programs. 

• The Tri-Service Exchanges between Japan and India have been institutionalised 
completing the triad. Bilateral air exercise ‘Shinyuu Maitri-18’ was held between 
Japan Air Self Defence Force (JASDF) and Indian Air Force in December 2018 at 
AF Station Agra. 
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• Especially concerned with China’s increasing presence in the Indian Ocean, New Delhi is 
focused on the near-term improvement of maritime surveillance and intercept capabilities. 

 
Japan facilitate deeper economic linkages and integration between 
Northeast India and Southeast and East Asian economies placing it at 
an important spot in India’s Act East Policy- 

• In policy conversations, infrastructure export has remained a central pillar in 
Japanese economic growth strategy. The “Infrastructure System Overseas Promotion 
Strategy (2021–2025)” not only advances the strategic objectives of Japan’s Free and Open 
Indo-Pacific (FOIP) and strives to promote Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in 
partner countries, but also pursues the objective of economic growth through carbon 
neutrality and digital transformation. The aim is to co-create development models with 
partner countries that share Tokyo’s FOIP vision. 

• As India connects with Southeast Asia, Northeast is the crucial geostrategic plank 
bordering China and Bhutan in the north and Bangladesh and Myanmar to the west and 
east. It is the key theatre where India’s Act East traverses with Japan’s FOIP 
vision. 

• Prioritizing Northeast in India–Japan relations is driven by the constructive leadership of 
Prime Minister Modi and former Prime Minister Abe Shinzo keeping the broader Indo-
Pacific strategic vision into consideration. 

• Japanese ODA is playing a crucial role in advancing connectivity in the strategic periphery 
of Northeast India. Today, Japan’s role in the Northeast is not restricted to infrastructure 
and connectivity but a greater investment in deepening people-to-people contact, from skill 
development, IRIS programme and capacity building to peace museum demonstrates the 
importance Tokyo attaches to this region of India. 

• The recent launch of the Sustainable Development Initiative for the North Eastern Region 
during Prime Minister Kishida’s visit to India  in 2022 adds qualitative depth to India–
Japan cooperation as it not just prioritizes connectivity projects and capacity building for 
the maintenance of resilient mountainous highways but also developing agro-industries 
mainly through small and medium enterprises (SMEs), supporting bamboo value chain, 
advancing skill development, strengthening quality healthcare, renewable energy and 
conservation. Japan’s current ODA projects in this region amounts to around ¥ 246 billion. 
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• India’s aim is to facilitate deeper economic linkages and integration between Northeast 
India and Southeast and East Asian economies through various cross-border infrastructure 
corridors such as SASEC, Asian Highways, the Kaladan Multi-Modal Project, and the 
India–Myanmar–Thailand Trilateral Highway and its potential eastward extension. 

• Furthermore, Japan’s own infrastructure and connectivity projects in Southeast Asia, the 
East–West Economic Corridor and the Southern Economic Corridor could be effectively 
utilized to reach regional markets. 

  

Convergences in geoeconomic and geostrategic interests of India-Japan 
relations in the Indo-Pacific is driven by dynamism of geopolitical 
realities of the Indo-Pacific- 

As the world’s economic and political centre of gravity shifts to the Indo-Pacific, geopolitics of 
the region is undergoing unprecedented transformation given the complex interplays among 
regional and global powers. India-Japan relationship needs to be analysed in the 
broader context of the dynamic geopolitical realities of the Indo-Pacific. Regional 
geopolitical compulsions certainly play an important role in shaping the bilateral relationship. 
Geopolitics in the Indo-Pacific is in a flux, given the current background of geo-economic 
tension between US and China, Sino-India strategic competition and tensions between Japan 
and China particularly on the dispute regarding the Senkaku/ Diaoyu islands in the East 
China Sea. Rise of China and significant transformations in the Indo-US relationship to an 
extent has contributed to the changing equation between India and Japan. In both India and 
Japan, there is a certain degree of concern towards China’s assertiveness in the region, 
particularly the expensive, non-transparent and unsustainable nature of its extensive 
connectivity projects under Belt Road Initiative (BRI). 
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India-Japan cooperation in the Indo-Pacific is currently focused on six 
areas: 
• These are upholding the rule of applicable international law, especially for the freedom of 

navigation along sea lanes of communication; enhancing maritime security; 
operationalizing defence technology collaboration; creating connectivity; countering the 
threat from non-state actors; and integrating the eastern coast of Africa into the Indo-
Pacific. 

• A priority area in India-Japan partnership has been the development cooperation 
in connectivity and infrastructure in the Indo-Pacific. India and Japan have been keen 
to partner for promoting connectivity via quality infrastructure both in India particularly in 
the Northeast region of the country as well as collaboration in third countries like the 
ongoing projects in Sri Lanka (for jointly building the East Container Terminal at the 
Colombo Port), Myanmar, Bangladesh and Africa in an “open, transparent and 
non-exclusive” manner. 

•  Multilateral cooperation, including commitment to ASEAN and ASEAN led forums, is 
an important aspect of overall Indo-Japan relations. 

• The Trilateral cooperation is also reflected in Malabar exercises, mine-countermeasures 
exercise (MINEX) held in Japan in July 2019 and ‘Cope India’ air forces exercise in which 
Japan participated as an observer in December 2018. Of particular significance is also the 
‘quadrilateral security dialogue’ (Quad) with US, India, Japan and Australia, which seems 
to be progressing gradually as a consultative mechanism at this stage. 

Implications to India-Japan cooperation in Indo-Pacific- 
• The context of the India-Japan partnership aligns strongly with a chief aim of the U.S. 

“Rebalance to the Pacific” framework: that of encouraging regional partners to do more for 
themselves and to work more closely in security relationships with other like-minded 
partners across the region. 

• Therefore, as the Indo-Pacific emerges as a centre of global attention, the relationship 
between India and Japan will play a considerable role in shaping emerging geopolitical 
trends in the region. India is cooperating with Japan at bilateral level, trilateral 
level and also at multilateral level with Japan in the region of Indo-Pacific.  
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Japan-India relations in context of present ongoing changes in 
international political system- 
 
• Ukraine Crisis-Japan took a tough stand against Russia But India chose to be absent from 

the UN resolution against Russia in UN. The difference between the Japanese and Indian 
positions is being reported as a “gap” on a critical contemporary global issue. But both sides 
called for international law to be respected and for an immediate cessation of violence in 
Ukraine. 

• Myanmar issue-the two Asian powers continued their more measured position on the 
political crisis in Myanmar, which was triggered by a military coup in 2021. As Western 
powers have unleashed a barrage of sanctions against the junta in power, New Delhi and 
Tokyo have opted for quiet diplomacy and an Asean-brokered political solution to 
the crisis. 

• Assertive China-India and Japan share several commonalities at the regional and global 
levels. They are concerned by the rise of an ‘assertive China’ while also engaging it 
economically in a very substantial way. Japanese leaders recognize that India is presently 
unable to join in a full-throated criticism of China. India cannot afford to alienate Beijing 
when it remains far more heavily dependent on the Chinese economy for economic growth. 
In India there is broad political consensus that strategic relations with Japan are very 
important, topped by strategic economic engagement. 

• Further, India and Japan are part of the Quad with the US and Australia. Although India 
doesn’t have a formal security alliance with the US, the ties have deepened substantially in 
recent years. India and Japan are also cooperating closely through their respective Indo-
Pacific strategies. 

 
 Strategic significance of Indo-Japan relations- 
• For Japan, the strategic relationship with India is overwhelmingly about China. As a US 

ally, Japan remains confident that it does not have to fear China—for now. Australia also 
is a Japanese security asset—the second leg of its regional security “stool.” 

• But its best long-term hope to balance China on the Asian continent is India, whose 
engagement in Central Asia, Iran, and Afghanistan is viewed as a strategic parry to 
Chinese investments and Indian Ocean access via Pakistan and Myanmar. 

• Japan has an exceptionally important role to play in India’s pathway to robust economic 
growth, industrialization, and modernization of its infrastructure. Japanese ODA can do 
things that other economic partner programs, like those of the United States and Western 
Europe, cannot, including funding of infrastructure projects in Northeast India. 
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• India’s political leadership views the relationship with Japan as a complement to—not a 
substitute for—bilateral strategic relationships around the world, especially its US ties.  

• The strategic relationship between India and Japan is significant for the future security 
and stability of the newly-coined “Indo-Pacific region.”It also is critical for both Beijing and 
Washington. 

• India possesses the most latent economic and military potential of any state in the wider 
Indo-Pacific region. Expanding partnerships with it serve as a hedge against China .The 
Indo-Japanese strategic relationship exhibits the most regional potential toward growing 
enhanced capacity in support of enduring US economic, humanitarian, and security 
objectives.   

• While the partnership will not supplant Washington’s vital regional role for the foreseeable 
future, it can become a vital complement for its near-term regional security commitments. 

• Both partners restated their long-standing commitment to supporting the other’s bid for 
permanent membership at the UN Security Council. For New Delhi, reaffirming the 
importance of  bilateral ties with a major partner even in the face of differences of  opinion 
on Ukraine has been a major win. 

Significance for Asia and World: 
• India and Japan will contribute towards building an open, free and inclusive Indo-Pacific 

region, connected by secure seas, integrated by trade and investment, defined by respect of 
sovereignty and territorial integrity and anchored in international law. 

• PM Narendra Modi -Closer India-Japan cooperation is vital in the post-COVID world. 
Our nations are firmly committed to democratic values. Together, we are key pillars of a 
stable and secure Indo-Pacific region. I am equally glad that we are working closely in 
various multilateral forums as well. 

• The Covid pandemic, global tensions and disruptive challenges to stability and security in 
the Indo-Pacific region have underlined the need for building resilient supply chains, a 
human-centric development model and stable and strong international economic relations, 
capable of resisting coercion and exploitation. The bilateral partnership will help advance 
these goals. 

• Tan Ming Hui &Nazia Hussain-The international system is undergoing a transition 
with a weakening U.S.-led liberal order challenged by contesting regional visions. A 
stronger, comprehensive partnership between Japan and India creates an indigenous and 
inclusive axis, as well as a credible and stable centre of gravity in intra-Asian relations. 

Policy constraints in India-Japan Relations: 
•  India's hidebound defence bureaucracy is notoriously opaque, inefficient, and resistant to 

change from a state-run model of weapons procurement that favors national content over 
weapon effectiveness. 

• Japanese officials recognize there will be similar frustrations in future weapons sales and 
technology transfers. At the same time, Japan is very new to the military weapons sales 
“game.” It lacks the bureaucratic infrastructure to support the sale/transfer of military 
technology, a major reason for the disappointing failure of the Japanese bid to win 
Australia’s tender for its next generation submarine force. 
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• Bilateral bureaucratic challenges will limit rapid growth in Japanese sales despite the 
obvious Indian appetite for Japanese expertise in maritime surveillance, search & rescue, 
anti-submarine capability, and missile defence technologies. 

• Growth will also be constrained by lack of compatibility in military equipment, the lack of 
shared doctrine, and limited experience in joint exercises. While the potential is great, to 
realise this potential will take time. 

• India and Japan share complementary, but not identical, strategic visions: to manage—
and minimise—the potential negative impact from the rise of China in accord with their 
own strategic perspectives. 

• Japan perceives China’s increasingly assertive actions to be a great and growing strategic 
threat.   India is concerned about China’s increasingly worrisome behaviour but finds itself 
more dependent on China for economic growth and less worried about China’s immediate 
physical threat. 

• As a result, India has been—and will continue to be—less vocal in complaints about 
Chinese behaviour, preferring to warn Beijing with subtle signaling and actions. 

 

Recent Japan PM visit to India- 
• Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida’s visit to India was significant for multiple 

reasons. First, the choice to visit New Delhi for his first bilateral state visit since he 
assumed office in October last year highlights the importance of the relationship for Tokyo. 

• The target of 3.5 trillion Japanese Yen (JPY) under the 2014 Investment Promotion 
Partnership has been met is impressive. 

• The announcement that Japan will now invest 5 trillion JPY signals that Japanese 
companies and the government continue to see India as a viable investment destination. 
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• It also holds out the possibility for the second- and third-largest economies in Asia to 
effectively collaborate in the face of Chinese dominance. 

• The investment will cover a wide range of activities, and effectively boost Japanese 
investments, skill Indian labour and build supply chains. 

• The two countries have also committed to cooperation on digital security and green 
technologies. 

• On the strategic front, too, the joint statement and briefings by officials from both sides 
indicates forward movement: The statement condemned Pakistan-sponsored terror attacks 
on Indian soil and both countries reaffirmed their commitment to collaborate to ensure 
“peace and stability” in Afghanistan. 

Way Ahead: 
• India and Japan need to acknowledge that for attaining common strategic goals in the 

region, the two states need to identify new areas of regional collaboration among the littoral 
states through the existing regional frameworks of cooperation, instead of just countering 
China’s presence. 

• As the Bay of Bengal’s strategic significance as a key pivot in the Indo-Pacific region 
continues to grow in the global maritime landscape, India and Japan’s proactive approach 
to enhancing the safety and security of the bay, through existing bilateral, trilateral and 
multilateral frameworks of cooperation, is likely to have a decisive impact in shaping the 
emerging security architecture of the Indo-Pacific. 

• In such a maritime security scenario, transforming the region into a Zone of Peace would be 
a crucial step towards realising the common vision of India and Japan for a free, open, 
peaceful, stable and rule-based maritime order. It may be worthwhile to look at the idea of 
an Indian Ocean Zone of Peace (IOZOP) with fresh eyes and tailor it to the current regional 
and geopolitical realities. 
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India-European Union celebrates common values like democracy, diversity, respect for individual 
freedom and human rights. The PM visit to European countries is very significant in the background 
of three serious challenges the world is facing today, namely, the Russia-Ukraine War, the post- 
COVID-19 pandemic economic recovery and an eternal issue of climate change. In addition, there 
are various intended and unintended consequences of the Russia-Ukraine war, like arms race, 
NATO’s expansion which included Sweden and Finland, international food crisis, international 
inflation, Russia-China ‘no-limits’ partnership’ and the list goes on. In such a global context, PM 
Modi visited three-European nations- France, Germany and Denmark in the first week of May 2022 
and also attended the second India-Nordic Summit being hosted by Denmark. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Understanding the significance of visit in context of Ukraine crisis: 

The emphasis on India's relationship with the two key countries of the European Union, 
Germany and France, is not new though the renewed stress on the Nordic countries is perhaps 
somewhat novel. The first two are the giants of the European Union, but the economies of the 
Nordic latter, taken together at $1.8 trillion, are more than half of India's and not to be treated 
cursorily. 
• The apparent motive for a more meaningful dialogue with the two principal EU 

players Germany and France stems from an urgency to diversify the portfolio of India’s 
major global relationships owing to the hard realities brought home to the South Bloc by the 
Ukrainian conflict. 

• It has highlighted worrying uncertainties and underlined questionable US commitment to 
allies, willingness to use them as an instrument of its own policy as well as tearing up of the 
rule book on the international economic architecture when it suits US immediate interests. 

• Europe is making painful adjustments to reduce its dependence on Russian energy 
supplies—with a total ban on oil by the year-end—and shifting towards greater reliance on 
clean energy over the medium-term. India, too, seeks to enhance its energy security by 
ramping up capacities for renewable energy, and seeks technology and development 
assistance from European countries. Europe, in turn, seeks to deepen its political and 
economic engagement with fast-growing India, the world’s largest democracy. 

PM MODI VISIT TO EUROPEAN NATIONS 

Are India and European Nations natural allay in Indo- Pacific? 

► Prime Minister Modi’s visit comes at a time when European nations are taking special 
interest in the Indo-Pacific region. Seventy percent of Europe’s trade passes through the 
Indo-Pacific. 

► These countries are, therefore, staunch supporters of a free, open, inclusive and rules-
based Indo-Pacific region. Owing to its strategic location in the Indo-Pacific, India is a 
natural ally for the Europeans. 

► This provides avenues for cooperation between the two powers, as well as help contain 
Chinese efforts to dominate the region, which it has been doing while flouting 
international norms. 
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• Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Germany, Denmark and France is expected to help 
transform India’s relationship with Europe, as it comes at a time when the EU is looking to 
wean itself away from Russia and China and lean more on the Indo-Pacific region.  

 
Significance of these countries for India's Strategic and economic 
interest: 
• India and Germany have improved relations since its condemnation of India's nuclear 

tests in 1998 with a visit to India by the German Chancellor in 2008. Both countries have 
concerns about the security of Indo-Pacific supply chains, Beijing's assertive regional 
policies; share the G4's aspirations to permanent security council membership. They also 
cooperate on myriad issues like rural and MSME banking. The India-Germany Strategic 
Partnership underlines a major emphasis in the deepening of relations between the 
countries and Germany remains, by far, India's largest trading partner in Europe. 

• India and France have long enjoyed meaningful ties. France has become India's second 
largest supplier of military hardware, including the recently inducted Rafale.“India and 
France welcomed the ongoing intense cooperation across all defence domains and decided to 
expand their joint exercises — Shakti, Varuna, Pegase, Desert Knight and Garuda — for 
‘better integration and interoperability’,” said the India-France joint statement. 

• It is a well-rehearsed familiarity that the Nordic countries punch above their individual 
weights in some of the issue areas above and possess critical niche technologies that have 
disproportionate potential impact. These advanced technologies of the five Nordic countries 
in critical areas exhibit increasing returns to scale which India’s market size can 
underwrite, comparable to the situation vis-à-vis Israeli defence sales to India. 

• It is also good sense to engage with smaller Nordic countries that espouse a global welfare 
perspective relating to sustainable green development, associated climate change and 
renewable energy rather than a narrow commercial one. Their niche technologies and 
experience in these areas can constitute a valuable supplement to India’s climate change 
and environmental agenda, which is now being implemented with greater purpose. 

• This industrial hub of Europe is also India’s largest trading partner within Europe and 
amongst the top 10 trading partners in the world. Bilateral trade between the two nations 
in 2021–22 was US$ 24.84 billion. Also more than 1,700 German companies are based in 
India, providing four lakh direct and indirect jobs. Long-standing commercial ties between 
India and Germany are a pillar of strength in their strategic partnership. 

 
Outcome of the visit to Germany: 
• Nine agreements were signed, of which the Joint Declaration of Intent on ‘Green and 

Sustainable Partnership’ is the most significant. An advance commitment of 10 billion 
Euros to fund India’s green initiatives under private, public and Public–Private Partnership 
(PPP) models until 2030.This will further strengthen India’s journey to go green and meet 
its commitments made at Glasgow in 2021.  

• Another agreement was the establishment of a direct encrypted connection between the 
Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) and the German Foreign Office, which will help steer 
the Indo-German diplomatic relations and cooperation over matters of global concern. 
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• The two countries also agreed to the implementation of ‘Triangular Development 
Cooperation Projects in third countries’, in Africa and Latin America. This gives an 
opportunity to the two nations to expand their outreach to resource-rich continents. 

• India and Germany also expect to cooperate in the field of defence technology. Germany has 
enhanced its defence budget to 100 billion Euros. India is looking to diversify its defence 
trade and manufacturing to enhance self-reliance. Cooperative efforts combining the 
prowess of the German industrial sector and the sheer scale of the Indian market can prove 
to be a tactful combination. 

• Germany has the biggest dependence on Russian oil and gas (like India with Russian 
defence equipment), and has been under pressure to reduce it. It has now decided to stop 
import of Russian coal this summer and severely reduce gas imports. Shifting to clean 
energy is very much part of its agenda. 

 
Visit to Denmark: 
• PM Modi’s visit to Denmark focused on three Ts: Trade, Technology and Talent. India 

and Danish bilateral trade in goods and services has improved by 78 per cent from US$ 2.8 
billion in 2016 to US$ 5 billion in 2021 in products and services, but there is still a lot more 
untapped potential. Danish firms like LM Wind Power, Grundfos, Danfoss and Haldor 
Topsoe have set up new manufacturing facilities under ‘Make in India’. These firms 
specialise in production of carbon emission technologies, onshore and off-shore wind farm 
technologies, provide water solutions and engineering specialisation, thereby giving a boost 
to Government of India initiatives to achieve green and sustainable growth. 

• Nordic countries are pioneers in green technology, the second ‘T’. India and Denmark 
started the ‘Green Strategic Partnership’ in September 2020, focusing on green 
transition, energy research, bio-resources, amongst others. There is also  an agreement 
between Indian and Danish counterparts to conduct joint research on green fuels, 
especially green hydrogen. 

• The third ‘T’, ‘Talent’ refers to the expertise of 16,500 Indian diaspora in Denmark and the 
contribution of around 25 Indian companies, mainly in the IT and engineering sectors, 
which have been cementing business-to-business ties with the Danish business 
community. 

• PM Modi assured India’s support for Denmark’s bid to the non-permanent seat at the 
United Nations Security Council (UNSC) for 2025–26. In return, PM Frederiksen also 
assured Denmark’s support for India’s bid for a permanent seat at the UNSC. 

• A total of nine agreements were signed between the two nations pertaining to energy, 
water, green shipping and technical education, amongst others. The two most important 
ones are the launch of the Energy Policy Dialogue at the ministerial level and the Letter of 
Intent on the Centre of Excellence in Green Shipping. This emphasizes the importance 
that India attaches to boosting its maritime capabilities and sustainable growth. 

• Water management was taken up, especially given Norway’s expertise in this arena. 
India’s involvement with the Nordic countries has a special significance. These countries 
are the first to face consequences of melting ice around the Polar regions. They are 
technologically very advanced and ahead in their green game, compared to other European 
counterparts. Partnerships with these countries in the blue economy, green technology and 
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sustainable growth can provide ample opportunities to India in terms of job creation and 
green growth. 

 
India's Significance for Nordic states: 
• Nordic states are wary of China’s growing presence in the Arctic region as well as the 

Arctic Council. India has recently announced its Arctic Policy, which bodes well with the 
ambitions of Nordic states in this region. They see India’s involvement in the Arctic as a 
way to balance China. This aids India’s ambitions of being involved in a region which is 
strategically very important and holds vast unexplored resources in terms of mineral 
resources. India being invited by the Nordic States to play a role in the Arctic reflects the 
importance that these states attach to India as a global player. The summit with Nordic 
countries—Sweden, Finland, Norway, Denmark and Iceland—was also energy-related as 
they are pioneers in clean energy, green technologies and innovation. India sought their 
investments in the blue economy sector, for the sustainable development of its marine 
resources. 

 
Visit to France: 
• France has been one of India’s most important strategic partners since 1998. France is the 

only European residential power in the Indo-Pacific region, which makes it a heavyweight 
in steering the European Union’s Indo-Pacific policy. India conducts regular defence 
exercises like Varuna, Garuda, Shakti and Desert Knight with France, reflecting the deep 
defence ties between the two countries. It is a very important defence ally, aiding defence 
diversification, given that India relies heavily on Russian defence technology and 
equipment. 

• To address the ongoing food crisis, India and France have agreed to cooperate under ‘Food 
and Agriculture Resilience Mission’ (FARM). It is a coordinated multilateral response 
in response to the food crisis, resulting from Russia’s military operation in Ukraine.This 
initiative will address the food security concerns in most vulnerable nations, emanating 
from lack of exports from Russia and Ukraine.  

• The leaders also agreed to set up a bilateral strategic dialogue on space issues and 
cooperate on cyber security, nuclear issue, counter-terrorism and digital technology. The 
Jaitapur EPR Project is one such example of cooperation. 

• President Macron agreed for a deeper French involvement in ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’ in 
sectors like defence and technology, manufacturing and industry-to-industry partnerships. 
This has great potential to help India diversify its defence technology and give impetus to 
local production, thereby cutting the production costs and creating jobs within India. 

  

 

 

 

 

(Please refer to the previous edition of Politico Analytics for a comprehensive 
article on India-France relations.) 
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The COVID-19 pandemic posed unprecedented challenges before the existing global 
world order especially to the international institutions like World Health Organisation (WHO). 
Pandemic has also revealed the reality of global health infrastructure and health-related 
logistics.  And consequences of the great divide between the Global North and the Global South 
in relation to unequal access to testing technology, vaccines and generic medicines culminated 
in demand for WHO reform.  

World Health Organisation (WHO), a specialised agency of the United Nations 
(UN) responsible for global health management. From the start of the outbreak, the 
organisation has been at the centre of many controversies. It has been accused of  ‘dereliction 
of duties’; siding with the Chinese government in their initial-cover ups about the outbreak; 
delaying the declaration of the epidemic a public health emergency, and its inability to work 
out a timely coordinated global response to the pandemic. 

There is a need to revive multilateralism to deal with the devastating 
effects of the pandemic. Following are the areas of reforms in world 
health organisations- 
 
• Lack of efficiency in collecting data: In Ebola as well as COVID-19 , WHO failed to 

gather initial data about the outbreak, delayed declaring the epidemics a public health 
emergency of international concern (PHEIC), and lacked the authority to resist 
politicisation of the pandemic. 

• Lack of enforcement mechanism: The current pandemic like its predecessor throws the 
spotlight on the scope of IHR (2005). For instance, China’s handling of the outbreak raises 
questions about its compliance with the IHR (2005). This in turn points to the absence of an 
enforcement mechanism of the IHR, due to which countries with particular political and 
economic influence within the organisation often do not comply with its commitments. 

• Lack of commitment at national levels: The current pandemic shows that many 
countries including the developed and developing ones lack national health capacities to 
deal with infectious diseases despite being signatories to IHR (2005). 

• Influence of private players: The transnational corporations and pharmaceutical 
companies often influence the organisation’s decisions vis-a-vis affordable global health 
solutions. The private sector take-over not only increases the price of publicly developed 
drugs or vaccines but also leads to delays and decreased access. 

• Power politics at WHO: The organisation has emerged as the new playground of power 
politics and its increasing dependence on the donors (member states as well as non-state 
actors) undermines its ability to resist political interference, particularly in its allocation of 
resources. 

• Lack of Budget-The reluctance of the WHO member states to increase annual 
contributions to the organisation renders it under-prepared to respond to international 
health emergencies. 

• Structural issues- the three-tier structure of the WHO further complicates its ability to 
coordinate international cooperation. Each regional office acts as a sphere of influence in 

REFORMS IN WHO AMIDST COVID19 
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which they elect their own Directors. These self-governing regional offices make decision 
making difficult for Geneva and the success of policy outcomes is mostly dependent on the 
relationship between them. 

Opportunity to Reform the WHO & India’s Role: 
In the current context, India is uniquely placed in terms of bringing in the perspectives 

from the global south and to redefine WHO’s normative framework. The challenge at hand is to 
make the organisation’s functioning much more transparent, accountable, and representative 
of the needs of developing and least developed countries. While the ‘one country, one vote’ 
formula suggests a level playing field in the WHO, even today many developing countries lack 
sufficient policy capacities to take the lead in policy interventions,  propose public health 
agendas or in tabling resolutions in the WHA meetings. Being the active proponent of reforms 
in key multilateral institutions, India therefore has major stakes in WHO’s global health 
governance. 

• While the withholding of WHO’s funding by the US has dealt a major blow to the 
organisation, it also opens-up space for new players like India to rise up to the challenge. 

• It can propose key governance reforms in the organisation and  can set new priorities in the 
areas of healthcare, services, R&D and innovation. 

• India’s ambition in the field can already be gauged from the announcement of creating a 
COVID-19 emergency fund for the SAARC (South Asian Association for Regional 
Cooperation) countries. 

• Also, the “WHO India Country Cooperation Strategy 2019–2023” fully aligns itself 
with the newly adopted WHO 13th General Programme of Work, Sustainable Development 
Goals and the WHO South-East Asia Region’s eight flagship priorities. 

• The alignment of priorities will allow India to act as a “shareholder” with genuine stakes in 
the success of the organisation. 

• For New Delhi to play an active role in reforming WHO, however, requires improving inter-
ministerial coordination especially between the external affairs and health and family 
welfare (MoHFW) ministries. 

• Developing a deeper understanding of the technical issues in the organisation is also key to 
influencing the health agenda in the WHA meeting. 

• A lot would undoubtedly depend on India’s pro-active and sustained engagement 
(reciprocal) within the WHO individually and also as a part of a coalition of like-minded 
constituents. 
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Since the 1990s the integration and interdependence of regions have been 
growing, thus forming regional blocs of trade, to name a few; North American Free 
Trade Area (NAFTA), European Union (EU), Mercosur, and Association of East Asian 
Nations (ASEAN). This scenario called regionalism is often suggested to be an 
indication of a move towards regionalisation and segmentation of trade activity rather than its 
globalisation and integration into a multilateral system of trade. For the more optimists, the 
formation of regional blocs is compatible with globalisation and promotes trade liberalisation. 
There is also the claim that in some ways regionalism overcomes one of the problems 
faced by the World Trade Organisation (WTO) the difficulty to accommodate 
divergent interests of various nation-states; with fewer actors on board, it is easier to 
negotiate and form a consensus. In theory under the WTO principle of MFN (Most Favoured 
Nation) any tariff reduction granted to one particular country has to be applied to all countries. 
According to Hirst and Thompson (1999), regionalization has become the strongest 
feature of the international economy rather than globalisation, and the former in 
practice has been undermining the latter. It would be fair to say that the current pattern of 
regionalisation of trade activity is a very strong feature in contemporary economic 
globalisation if not even a stronger feature than globalisation itself. Regionalism is a 

REGIONALISATION OF WORLD POLITICS 

(This is the second part of the article ‘REGIONALISATION OF WORLD 
POLITICS’ published in the previous edition of politico analytics.) 
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form of protectionism based on preferential arrangements and has been blocking 
the way to a more liberalised and multilateral system of trade. In this respect when 
compared with 19th-century perspectives trade activity is less integrated and interdependent 
than it was in the past. 

Regionalism broadly is a process through which geographical regions become significant 
political and/or economic units, serving as the basis for cooperation and, possibly, identity. 
Regionalism has two faces, however. First, it is a sub-national phenomenon, a process of 
decentralisation that takes place within countries. This applies, for example, in the case of 
states that practise federalism. The second face of regionalism is transnational rather than 
sub-national. In this, regionalism refers to a process of cooperation or integration between 
countries in the same region of the world such as the Association of South-East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN), the Southern African Customs Union and the Central American Common Market, 
while others are transcontinental, such as Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) and the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). 

• An alternative basis for regional identity is socio-cultural, reflecting similarities in religion, 
language, history or even ideological belief amongst a number of neighbouring states. 
Cultural identity is particularly important in the case of bodies such as the Arab League 
and the Nordic Council. In this view, a region may even be the geographical 
expression of civilization, as implied by Huntington’s ‘clash of civilizations thesis. 

• However, economic integration in particular has often focused on establishing cooperation 
among countries that were formerly hostile to one another or which are divided in terms of 
their cultural or ideological identity. 

• Indeed, if a culturally-based sense of belonging were viewed as an essential feature of a 
region, no ‘regions’ could be found anywhere in the world, as no regional organisation, 
including the EU, has come close to rivalling, still less supplanting, a political identification 
with the nation-stated. Like the nation, the region is an ‘imagined community’ (Anderson 
1983). 

• Ultimately, ‘Europe’, ‘Africa’, ‘Asia’, and ‘Latin America’ are ideas, not concrete 
geographical, political, economic or cultural entities. Being political constructs, regions are 
almost endlessly fluid, capable of being redefined and reshaped, both as the extent and 
purposes of cooperation change over time and as new members join or existing members 
leave. This also explains why regional identities are often contested. 

• Finally, regionalism takes different forms depending on the primary areas over which 
neighbouring states choose to cooperate. Three types of regionalism can thus be identified.  

Forms of Regionalisation: 
1. Economic Regionalism:  

• It refers to the creation of greater economic opportunities through cooperation 
among states in the same geographical region. 

• It is the primary form of regional integration, and it has become more so since the 
advent of so-called ‘new’ regionalism in the early 1990s, manifested in the growth of 
regional trade blocs and the deepening of existing trade blocs. 

• In most cases, these trade agreements establish free trade areas, but in other cases, 
they may establish customs unions or common markets. Such agreements are 
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accepted by the WTO as the only exception to its principle of equal treatment for all 
trading partners, based on granting all WTO members ‘most favoured nation’ status. 

 
2. Security regionalism: 

• It refers to forms of cooperation designed to protect states from their enemies, both 
neighbouring and distant ones. Regional integration may thus give rise to 
what Karl Deutsch (1957) called a ‘security community. This applies in two 
ways. 

• First, regional bodies seek to enmesh their members within a system of ‘peace 
through  cooperation’, in whichever deeper levels of interdependence and 
integration, particularly over economic matters, make war between member states 
unthinkable. The other security motivation behind regional cooperation is the desire 
to gain protection against a common external enemy. European integration was thus 
seen as a means of safeguarding Europe from the threat of Soviet expansionism; 
ASEAN’s original role involved providing mutual defence against communism.  
 

     3. Political Regionalism: 
• It refers to attempts by states in the same area to strengthen or protect shared 

values, thereby enhancing their image and reputation and gaining a more powerful 
diplomatic voice. 

 
Why regionalism? 
• Federalism is the earliest theory of regional or even global integration, being advocated 

from the eighteenth century onwards by political thinkers such as G. W. F. Hegel (1770–
1831) and Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712–78), and drawing inspiration from its use in 
domestic politics as a device for reconciling tensions between the centre and the periphery. 

• As an explanation for regional or international cooperation, federalism relies on a process of 
conscious decision-making by the political elites. The attraction of international federations 
is that they appear to offer a solution to the endemic problems of the state system, and 
especially the problem of war. 

Theories to explain regionalism: 
1. Federalism: Federalism is the earliest theory of regional or even global integration, 
being advocated from the eighteenth century onwards by political thinkers such as G. W. F. 
Hegel (1770–1831) and Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712–78), and drawing inspiration 
from its use in domestic politics as a device for reconciling tensions between the centre and 
the periphery 

 
2. Functionalism:  The key idea of functionalism is expressed in David Mitrany's 
(1966) formulation: ‘form follows function. In this view, cooperation only works when it is 
focused on specific activities (functions) that would be performed more effectively through 
collective action than by individual states. 

This, then, creates pressure to construct institutional structures (forms) that would 
facilitate such cooperation in these areas. European integration very clearly followed a 
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functionalist path, as it tended to focus on the promotion of economic cooperation, seen by 
states as the least controversial but most necessary form of integration. 

However, the weakness of functionalism is that it overemphasised the willingness of states 
to hand over their responsibilities to functional bodies, especially in areas that are political 
rather than technical.  

3. Neofunctionalism: As a result of these deficiencies, a growing emphasis has therefore 
been placed on what is called neo-functionalism. In the writings in particular of Haas 
(1964), neo-functionalism recognizes the limitations of the traditional functionalist idea that 
integration is largely determined by a recognition of growing interdependence in economic 
and other areas. Instead, it places greater emphasis on the interplay between economics 
and politics. 

Regionalism and globalisation: 
• Since the late 1980s, there has been a clear and continuing resurgence in regionalism, often 

seen as regionalism’s ‘second coming’ and associated with what is called the ‘new’ 
regionalism. 

• But what was new about the new regionalism? New regionalism is essentially economic, 
and it largely takes the form of the creation of regional trade blocs. These trade blocs, 
moreover, operate very clearly as regional spaces through which states can interact, rather 
than being drawn into EU-style supranational experiments. 

• Between 1990 and 1994, GATT was informed of 33 regional trading arrangements, nearly a 
third of those that had been negotiated since 1948. 

• This surge of economic regionalism was driven by a variety of often disparate 
factors. In the first place, it reflected the wider acceptance of export-led economic 
strategies across the developing world, as more countries were inclined to follow 
the lead, first, Japan and later the Asian ‘tiger’ economies. 

• Second, the end of the Cold War encouraged former communist countries to view economic 
integration as a means of supporting and consolidating their transition to the market 
economy, a development that later gave rise to the eastward expansion of the EU (see p. 
504). 

• Third, the establishment of the WTO and the growing influence of other institutions of 
global economic governance persuaded many countries that regionalism was a way of 
gaining greater influence within multilateral bodies. 

• Fourth, the USA’s transition from being a sponsor of regionalism to being an active 
participant gave the process considerable additional impetus. 

• Finally, and underlying all the other factors, was the acceleration of globalisation in the 
1980s and 1990s. Regionalism became increasingly attractive as rapidly expanding global 
capital flows and an increasing trend towards transnational production patterns appeared 
to undermine the viability of the state as an independent economic unit. 

• Regionalism was thus reborn as a mechanism through which states could manage the 
effects of globalisation. 

• However, there is significant debate about how regional integration has been used in these 
circumstances, and therefore about the implications of regionalism for globalisation. 
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• Nevertheless, ‘new’ regionalism has been motivated by competitive impulses and not merely 
protectionist ones. In these cases, countries have formed regional blocs not so much to resist 
global market forces but, rather, to engage more effectively with them. 

• Although states have wished to consolidate or expand trading blocs in the hope of gaining 
access to more assured and wider markets, they have not turned their backs on the wider 
global market.  

• This is evident in the growth of cross-regional interaction and attempts to influence the 
WTO and other bodies. The fortress model of regional integration has been weakened by the 
fact that regionalism has tended to march hand in hand with economic liberalisation. What 
Andrew Hurrell has called the “one-world/many worlds relationship” has now become 
the subject of great academic interest and debate. We can define regionalism as “the 
impact of rising levels of regional social and economic exchange and the links 
between economic integration, institutions and identity” and Globalisation as “the 
internationalisation of production, capital flows and markets, the emergence of 
transnational and supranational agencies and the internationalisation of 
culture”. 

  

 

 

 

Regionalism neither challenges nor fully builds on Globalisation? 
 
► Some fear that Regionalism could “inhibit multilateral trade liberalisation “and that it 

could serve “as a form of resistance to globalisation and as a platform where alternative 
norms and practices can be developed”. 

► Although since 1980 one might speak of “the new wave of regionalism”, the phenomenon 
itself is not new. Regionalism, just like Globalisation, has been around “from the 
development of the earliest political communities” and hence the question of why 
suddenly Regionalism should pose a serious challenge to Globalisation may seem 
unnecessary. 

► Further, it could be argued that Regionalism simply cannot be seen as a challenge to 
Globalisation in the sense that it would be a substitute, as Regionalism and 
Globalisation are by definition two entirely different concepts, where one could never act 
as a replacement for the other. 

► Regionalism is a process that happens on a more conscious level. That is to say, states in 
a particular region consciously make the effort to form a regional organisation and they 
are the ones who set up the rules and guidelines of this organisation according to 
regionally accepted norms and values. Regionalism is a far more voluntary process and 
also far more influenced and initiated by the states of the region in question. Hence, so 
far, it has become clear that the claim that Regionalism challenges Globalisation is built 
on a very weak argument. 
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How is Regionalization challenging Globalisation is built on a very 
weak argument? 
 
► Regionalization and Globalisation are entirely different concepts that cannot 

necessarily act as substitutes for one another and Regionalism is not a new 
concept. It was possible for Globalisation to develop in the way it did even with 
Regionalism present and with states engaging in processes of regionalisation whilst at 
the same time being subject to Globalisation. Scholars investigating the relationship 
between Regionalism and Globalisation believe that Regionalism somehow builds on 
Globalisation. 

► The “multilateral framework in which they [the regional institutions] arose” has 
often been regarded as vital for the development of these organisations. The 
technological revolution that was brought about by Globalisation forms a vital 
basis for Regionalism to flourish. 

► Had it not been for the greater ease with which states and individuals can nowadays 
communicate with each other or send and receive information, it would have been 
difficult if not impossible to form regional institutions of scale, like the European 
Union, for example. 

► The fact that suddenly due to Globalisation “developments in one region inform and 
indeed feed into developments in others” has also definitely increased the desire 
and/or the need for regional cooperation of some sort. So, in a way, it could be argued 
that “regionalism emerges in response to globalisation” and that thus 
Regionalism partly builds on Globalisation. Regionalism hardly challenges 
Globalisation and it only builds on the effects of Globalisation. 

► What is far more striking and apparent, though, is the fact that Regionalism is often 
used as a stepping-stone on the way to Globalisation and that it also provides 
what might be called a ‘safer’ version of Globalisation. Richard Stubbs and 
Geoffrey R. D. Underhill has described the latter phenomenon as “a way of taking 
advantage of some of the forces set in train by the process of globalisation”. 

► This is to say that national firms or organisations that would like to benefit from the 
effects of Globalisation but that fear the insecurity that comes with it, would have the 
opportunity to take advantage of international trade on a smaller, regional scale, whilst 
being provided with more security due to the involvement of regional organisations. 

► Andrew Hurrell captured this trend nicely by saying that “the region is the most 
appropriate and viable level to reconcile the changing and intensifying 
pressures of global capitalist competition on the one hand with the need for 
political regulation and management on the other”. Thus, in this way, Regionalism 
does not challenge Globalisation, but rather “regional cooperation is certainly a good 
preparation for an open international economy”. 

► This leads to the second argument, which was that Regionalism in providing a ‘safer’ 
version of Globalisation could act as a stepping-stone toward a global economy. As Mario 
Telò points out: “Larry Summers argues that regional liberalisation is the best 
way towards liberalisation and globalisation”. 
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Opinion of Bennett Collins on Regionalisation: 
• Political scientist Toshiro Tanaka criticises that the basic problem of globalisation is its 

selectiveness. “Exclusion is inherent in the process [of globalisation], and the benefits are 
evenly balanced by misery, conflict, and violence.” 

• In the economic sphere, regionalism has proven to be extremely effective in helping to 
secure markets and providing economic strength through the creation of Regional Trade 
Agreements (RTAs). 

• However, under RTAs, economic policies remain more stable and consistent since they 
cannot be violated by a participant country provoking some kind of sanctions from other 
members. An excellent example of this is the North American Free Trade Agreement’s 
(NAFTA) stabilisation and increase of Mexico’s political and economic policies, the 
globalising market system, and huge amounts of capital can be disinvested and reinvested 
in a relatively short amount of time. 

• Regional Trade Agreements help nations gradually work towards global free trade by 
allowing countries to increase the level of competition slowly and give domestic industries 
time to adjust. Entering regional pacts with hegemonic powers can be easily seen to be 
more beneficial for smaller countries than subjecting themselves to the hegemonic-
controlled free market. 

• The major weakness globalisation embodies is its inability to effectively address 
transnational security and political issues. Hence regional organisations have been created 
to address more local problems and prevent foreign intervention. 

• For example, the Organisation of African Unity was formed to prevent external 
manipulation which globalisation so freely allows and reacted to eleven conflicts on the 
continent. Not to mention the fact that the African Union was formed out of the necessity 

► This view of Regionalism is often called ‘open-regionalism’ and it “is the dominant 
theoretical model of the globalisation-regionalism relationship” (Nesadurai, Helen; 
“Globalisation and Economic Regionalism: A Survey and Critique of 
Literature). As such, it presents “regionalism as a way station to globalisation” and it 
also regards it as standing “more and more in the centre of the globalised economics and 
world politics (Telò, Mario; European Union and New Regionalism; Ashgate 
(2007)). 

► Hence, Regionalism is not only “a way station to globalisation”, (Nesadurai, Helen; 
“Globalisation and Economic Regionalism: A Survey and Critique of the 
Literature) but its institutions and regional economies can act as a sort of ‘training 
camp’ for national businesses and organisations that are trying to go global. So, 
does Regionalism challenge Globalisation? 

► Not really. Does it build on it? Partly. But what is more important about “the 
relationship between “the one world of the international system and the many worlds of 
different regionalisms” is the purpose that Regionalism serves to the businesses 
and organisations of a regional institution’s member states. 

► Since Regionalism is concerned with an increase in political and economic cooperation 
based on shared interests, norms and values in a certain region, this “make(s) it possible 
for large companies to expand and train for world competition”. 
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to address what multilateral, globalizing efforts could not after the Rwandan Genocide and 
the crisis in Somalia. 

• The African Union’s regional success is testified by the reduced number of interstate wars 
and its quick response to peace negotiations concerning the genocide in Darfur, Sudan. 

• Besides security, globalisation has failed in ensuring that multilateral political legislation 
is implemented throughout the world. For example, the Kyoto Protocol, as well as the 
Climate Change Conference in Copenhagen, implemented very few binding regulations in 
a world where globalisation has made pollution transnational. The failure of a state to 
have control over its citizens’ health holds a dangerous effect on its legitimacy as a 
government and thus must effectively collaborate with other actors in the world to ensure 
that safety. 

• The fact that these regional management programs exist and persist, despite rivalries, 
shows the seen imperative need by states for cooperation. As a result of this high rise in 
globalisation, states have lost control over the external relations of their societies when 
they are exposed to mutual cultural influences.  

• Political Scientist Niels Lange argues that cultural influences now appear in a 
co-modified way. ‘Patterns of consumption are converging throughout the world, 
languages become “anglicised,” and the youth consumes similar styles of music and pop 
culture.’ This spread of ‘imagined communities’ where standardisation exists through 
language, education, and even values has faced opposition due to the culturally 
diminishing effect it has. 

• Both interstate and sub-state regionalism has occurred in response to the spread of such 
‘cultural globalisation to preserve distinct cultural attributes. 

• Regionalism has responded to cultural globalisation through an increase in cultural 
identity and the rise of regionalist parties. A perfect example is the rise of the Parti 
Quebecois Bloc and the general cultural identity the region of Quebec holds. Being the sole 
French-speaking region in all of mainland North America, Quebec has retained a 
stronghold in ensuring its Francophone tradition does not end. 

• Hence, it can be observed that cultural regionalism has resulted from a resistance to a 
global identity. With the increasing sense of regionalism growing in the world to 
essentially make up for the weaknesses modern globalisation has failed to address, the 
question remains if the world is moving away from global unity. 

• Tanaka states that new regionalism should be defined as a world order concept. ‘Since one 
regionalization of the world holds repercussions over other regions of the world, it is thus 
shaping how the new world order is being organise’. Not to mention, that regionalism 
centres on the creation of regional identity as opposed to a more global identity. 

• In the end, regionalism can be seen as simply building up states and conflict on a larger 
scale. In the face of a weakly tamed globalising world, it has been argued that states have 
responded through regionalizing to preserve economic, political, and cultural stability. 

• It should be concluded that regionalist blocs have resulted mostly out of the current 
system’s inability to address ad hoc situations occurring in various fields throughout the 
world; not to mention, they have also resulted from the unpredictable future the 
globalising world offers with its varying economics, political motivations, and cultural 
migrations. 
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• Although it could be argued that regionalism is simply placing the international system on 
a larger scale, the amount of stability and regulation that comes with regionalism is 
incomparable. Therefore, it has been properly argued that regionalism is a building block 
of achieving global peace and cohesiveness through its more specified and regulative 
approach. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Rising regionalization: will the post-COVID-19 world see a retreat from 
globalisation? 

 Peter Enderwick and Peter Buckley: 
► The current globalisation wave will transform into a stronger regional focus as a result of 

underlying weaknesses in globalisation and in response to the disruption of the COVID-19 
pandemic. The current disruption is unlike previous shocks in its suddenness, global 
impact and uncertainties about recovery. 

► It is also occurring at a time of contestable economic hegemony. The concurrence of these 
events has led to a reconsideration of global supply chains and recognition of their 
significant vulnerabilities. 

► A move to a more regionally based international economy offers the possibility of a better 
balance of national and international interests, helping counter growing populism, 
nationalism and protectionism. Although regionalization may lower global welfare 
through its reduced scale and higher costs, emerging technologies could be used to both 
increase resilience and maintain efficiency. 

► The implications for FDI are significant, likely reductions in interregional knowledge and 
FDI flows but a corresponding increase in intra regional flows. GVCs may be physically 
shorter, but fragmentation will continue as intraregional specialisation develops. 

► Relocation through reshoring and nearshoring will occur but existing centres – China, 
Germany and the United States – will remain regional drivers. Investments will become 
increasingly market-seeking rather than efficiency-seeking as regional specialisation 
deepens. 

► Vertical FDI will be complemented by growing horizontal investment as regions seek to 
broaden their skill bases. Increased competition for FDI means there will be a need for 
effective regional coordination, investment promotion and industrial policy to minimise 
wasteful duplication. 

► Intraregional cooperation will become critical as specialisation is pushed from the global 
to the regional level. Finally, the efficiency costs of increased regionalization must be 
offset against the opportunities to create a more inclusive, equitable and acceptable global 
regime. 
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Raisina Dialogue is 

India's flagship conference to 
discuss geo-economic and geo-
political strategies held 
annually since 2016. The 
seventh dialogue held in April 
2022 involved more than 200 
speakers from more than 90 
countries and multilateral 
organisations to discuss the 
most challenging issues the 
global world is facing today. It 
is a forum that brings 
together India’s friends and partners-seeking common ground where there are divergences and 
encouraging further collaboration in areas of convergence.  

In the conference, representatives from around the globe like US,  Canada, Europe, Japan, 
Singapore, Czech Republic, Germany, Russia, Maldives, Norway, Armenia, Nepal, World 
Health Organisation, the United Nations, World Bank, defence experts, International relations  
and business professionals participated. The theme of debate was ‘Teranova: Impassioned, 
Impatient and Imperilled’ which included six indispensable keynote:  
1. Rethinking Democracy: Trade, Tech, and Ideology;  
2. End of Multilateralism: A Networked Global Order?;  
3. Water Caucuses: Turbulent Tides of Indo-Pacific;  
4. Communities Inc: First Responders to Health, Development and Planet;  
5. Achieving Green Transitions: Common Imperatives and Diverging Realities;  
6. Samson vs Goliath: The Persistent and Relentless Tech Wars.  

The entire dialogue contemplates changing international political order which is 
intertwined with economic, security, culture, strategic and people to people ties. The first 
concept ‘Rethinking Democracy: Trade, Tech and Ideology’ is urgently required to 
contemplate in the wake of democratic decay, Russia-Ukraine Crisis and rise of electoral 
autocracy in the world.  The Covid-19 Pandemic has brought economic stress culminating in 
the problem of anarchy, political populism and reactionary nationalism.  

The Russia-Ukraine war has accentuated the decline of democracy and rise of economic 
distress around the globe including Europe, Asia, Latin America and Africa. International 
order is under transformation and India needs to project herself as an independent actor in 
global politics. India is a world largest democracy and always respected sovereignty of all and 
advocated for peaceful resolution as per the United Nations Charter. India’s position is a 
“open, free and rule based international order” and free market liberalism for trade and 
commerce. It recently engaged in a free trade agreement with UAE, Australia and is likely to 
do the same free trade agreement with the UK, Republic of South Korea and European Union. 
India is looking for international globalism where cooperation and coordination among nation-

RAISINA DIALOGUE 2022 
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states is a priority to bring prosperity and happiness to its own people and to the globe. It 
would foster maximum globalisation and minimum discontent. 

The next ideas, namely, ‘End of Multilateralism: A Networked Global Order?’ reflects 
India’s  commitment to rule based, just and fairer multilateral international trading systems 
regulated through institutions like the World Trade Organisation. The Pandemic and the 
Russian-Ukraine war has influenced the international trading system. The entire trade norms 
are under disarray which needs to be re-corrected. The geo-economics and ego-politics between 
countries which favour the liberal political order like the US, Canada, Japan, the UK and  the 
EU and the countries which stand in opposition to the liberal political order like Russia and 
China has brought new challenges to India’s foreign policy. India needs an independent foreign 
policy which serves national interest. Our national interest is our first priority.   

 Is the Raisina Dialogue an approach of Indian foreign policy to mark 
its presence in the emerging world order ? 

 ► India’s foremost foreign policy conference is on geo-political and geo-economic issues 
confronting the global community. It represents the approach of Indian foreign policy to 
present its view on global issues effectively and assertively before the global community 
and intelligentsia. 

► Through this dialogue, India is increasingly staking its claim as a global player, and with 
it also rewriting the traditional north-south economic and political divide. 

► India seeks to assert its position as a hub in the new Indo-Pacific context and this 
dialogue could pave the way for that ambition. 

► The country is now experiencing a diversity of partnerships, which illustrates the 
inclusiveness of its approach to a connected world. The Raisina Dialogue is conceived as a 
platform for ideas, allowing India to enhance its importance, specificity, and added value. 

► It holds tremendous potential to not just scale up Indian international relations prowess 
both in theory but also in practice. 

► Delhi is signalling that it is now seeking to play a much more active role in dealing with 
the colossal economic, environmental, and political changes and disruptions affecting the 
world. They illustrated India’s growing ambition to play a larger, more substantive role in 
global affairs, owing to the country’s rise in a region that is increasingly being viewed as 
critical to future geopolitics. 

► Acknowledging that the current world order needs to be revamped, India does not want to 
miss an opportunity to make the country’s voice heard and enhance its stature 
commensurate with its rise as an economic driver. 

► To that end, it is seeking entry into certain global governance platforms such as the 
United Nations Security Council and the Nuclear Suppliers Group. 

► Hence, delegates from countries as diverse as the United States, the United Kingdom, 
Germany, Sweden, Lithuania, Peru, and so on got together to discuss the future of the US, 
Russia, Ukraine, and China, in addition to trendier subjects like digital currency, 
disruptive technologies, Indo-Pacific, COVID-19 management, etc. 

► Through the Dialogue, Delhi is enhancing its public diplomacy to a new, but more 
concrete level; it allows the Ministry of External Affairs to express its positions and 
perceptions, to introduce and test run ideas on various topics (e.g., the Indo-Pacific 
concept, regional connectivity, or crypto-currencies). 
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Significance of the Raisina Dialogue for the world: 
• The Dialogue is a multi-stakeholder policy forum on international relations. Its primary 

objective is to concretely help policymakers and analysts in addressing the complexities and 
understanding the stakes of changing global dynamics. 

• Considering that the world is divided into two camps amidst the Ukraine crisis, the need for 
constructive conversations and encouraging diverse opinions along multiple tracks has 
never been more. In this discourse, the aim is to map the evolving geopolitical and 
geoeconomic trend lines, question prevalent dogmas about the international system and 
encourage future-oriented thinking. 

• The world is going through turbulent times, and the need for dialogue amongst the key 
players is very important. India has been emphasising diplomatic dialogues for instance in 
the context of the Russia and Ukraine conflict. This dialogue is an effort in this direction. 
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In Parliamentary democracy, the leader of opposition or let say opposition is necessary. 
A strong opposition is a life line for a healthy democracy. It checks the government, ensures 
government’s accountability, examines the budget, criticises the government policies and its 
outcome and proposes an alternative policy. A vigilant opposition preserves and protects 
democratic values and norms whenever the government tends to go out of its 
limitation.  

Historical evidence has demonstrated that power tends to corrupt and absolute power 
corrupts absolutely, the opposition is indispensable to pre-empt any attempts of the party in 
power to act against the will and interests of the people. But in the case of Indian democracy, 
the fate of the Opposition has remained fragile.  For a long time in post-independent India, the 
Congress as a dominant party in Indian politics considered the opposition unnecessary. It was 
only in 1969 when the Government recognized the opposition for the first time. Dushyant 
Dave argues that the attitude of the Congress towards option had a deleterious effect on the 
functioning of Indian democracy. Let's look at the current Parliament.  

The current electoral scenario in India paints a grim picture in this regard, as the 
opposition parties have faced their worst defeat in the 2019 Lok Sabha election and are 
beleaguered with no signs of recovery.  There is no united, strong, responsible and credible 
opposition in the country to play its due and effective role in Parliament. The Congress has lost 
for the second consecutive time the status of the Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha. 
The other major players are ridden with factionalism, casteism, self-centrism, and 
infighting, thereby making them a laughing stock at this critical juncture. 

On the other hand, the ruling parties have left no stone untouched in encouraging en 
bloc defection from the opposition, for instance, Maharashtra, Goa, Bihar, MP, Arunachal 
Pradesh, Karnataka, and Puducherry and so on. The Supreme Court ruling in Nabam 
Rabia v. Beman Felix Case (2016) in which it deprived the speaker’s power to take decision 
on disqualification in the case of defection has aggravated the situation of weak opposition in 
India. The BJP, a dominant party in contemporary Indian politics keeps trying en mass 
splitting and shifting of opposition in the ruling party. K K Kailash, a noted political scientist, 
has argued that the weakness in the Anti-defection law and control on institutions are now 
weaponized by the dominant parties to intervene in the internal working of the opposition 
parties by breaking them. It would have its own consequences.  
 

India needs a stronger and constructive Opposition to keep democracy 
alive in the present context of dominance of one party rule in the Indian 
political system however the present political scenario shows a weak 
opposition. Following are the Factors for weak opposition in India- 
• Impact of LPG-The Congress’s decline (and that of other Centre-Left and Left parties) 

needs to be seen in the context of transformations provoked by the growth and expansion of 
neoliberalism and majoritarianism. Changes unleashed by liberalisation, 
globalisation, and the information-communication revolution initiated by the Congress 

WEAK OPPOSITION IN INDIA 
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have undercut its political ethos and ideological architecture to a greater degree than that 
of its principal rival. 

• Sheer inertia at both the structural and the ideological planes. The inertia 
emanates from the refusal to recognise that a lot of the old grammar of politics has been 
overturned. Politics  is no longer a leisurely activity undertaken a month or two prior to an 
election and preparing an appropriate manifesto; it is an agglomeration of constant 
activity. Several parties do not let any significant change take place either in the mode of 
the party’s functioning) or to let any alternate agenda come to the fore so long as they 
remain ensconced at the top, never mind if the bottom keeps slipping away. Essentially, 
the old form of accommodative politics, which for long held together the Congress’s social 
coalition, is not capable of galvanising the imagination of new India. 

• Short on communication- For example by far the Congress’s biggest shortcoming is its 
inability to communicate its ideological positions and values clearly. The great challenge is 
to define its message and communicate it to the electorate as an underpinning for political 
mobilisation. For this, it must unequivocally reaffirm its inclusive vision for a democratic 
India. It should work over it not to be perceived as the party of the elitists, corrupt and 
dynastic.  

• Combating the communal -The key issue for the Opposition is defining its response to 
Hindu nationalism. It has swung between making ideological compromises with 
majoritarian nationalism and plotting a frontal battle against it. It has often adopted a 
majoritarian tenor on certain controversial issues in the name of religious sentiment. 
However, this makes no sense amidst the growing influence of the Hindu Right. 

• Both as a strategy and as an actuality, the mixing of religiosity and politics does not 
guarantee electoral dividends. Moreover, the conflict in India is not about the growing 
prominence of Hinduism in our public life, which most parties accept and promote, but 
about the BJP’s idea of nationalism, which is utterly exclusivist, pitted against the 
inclusive nationalism championed by the Congress during the freedom struggle.  
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What is delimitation 
and why is it needed?  
 Delimitation is the act 
of redrawing boundaries of an 
Assembly or Lok 
Sabha constituency due to 
changes in population over 
time. Art.82 of the 
Constitution empowers the 
Parliament to readjust 
constituencies for a direct 
election of members of the 
Parliament and State 
legislature after each census. 
For this purpose, the 
Parliament passes a delimitation commission act which creates the Delimitation Commission. 
The Delimitation Commission is responsible to draw or re-draw the boundary of 
electoral constituencies.  Its order has the force of law and cannot be questioned before any 
court. The objective is to redraw boundaries (based on the data of the last Census) in a way so 
that the population of all seats, as far as practicable, be the same throughout the State. Aside 
from changing the limits of a constituency, the process may result in change in the number of 
seats in a state. 

Why was the commission set up? 
 Delimitation became necessary when the Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 2019 
increased the number of seats in the Assembly. The erstwhile J&K state had 111 seats — 46 in 
Kashmir, 37 in Jammu, and four in Ladakh — plus 24 seats reserved for Pakistan-occupied 
Kashmir. When Ladakh was carved out as a Union Territory, J&K was left with 107 seats, 
including the 24 for PoK. The Reorganisation Act increased the seats to 114 — 90 for Jammu & 
Kashmir, besides the 24 reserved for PoK. 
 
 Context of J&K: 
• Delimitation exercises in J&K in the past have been slightly different from those in the rest 

of the country because of the region’s special status — which was scrapped by the Centre in 
August 2019.Until then, delimitation of Lok Sabha seats in J&K was governed by 
the Constitution of India, but the delimitation of the state’s Assembly seats was 
governed by the Jammu and Kashmir Constitution and Jammu and Kashmir 
Representation of the People Act, 1957. 

• Assembly seats in J&K were delimited in 1963, 1973 and 1995. The last exercise was 
conducted by the Justice (retired) K K Gupta Commission when the state was under 

J & K DELIMITATION 
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President’s Rule and was based on the 1981 census, which formed the basis of the state 
elections in 1996. 

• There was no census in the state in 1991 and no Delimitation Commission was set up by the 
state government after the 2001 census as the J&K Assembly passed a law putting a freeze 
on the fresh delimitation of seats until 2026. This freeze was upheld by the Supreme Court. 
The J&K Assembly, at that time, had 87 seats — 46 in Kashmir, 37 in Jammu and 4 in 
Ladakh. Twenty-four more seats are reserved for Pakistan-occupied Kashmir. The freeze, 
some political parties argue, has created inequity for the Jammu region. 

J&K Delimitation Commission issues final notification: 
 Three other important takeaways from the order of the delimitation panel, chaired by 
retired Supreme Court judge Ranjana Prakash Desai, are: 
• Reorganisation of the Parliamentary constituencies such that the five Lok Sabha seats now 

are made up of exactly 18 Assembly constituencies each, taking the total number to 90.  
• Reservation of nine Assembly seats for Scheduled Tribes – six in Jammu and three in 

Kashmir, and 
• Removal of the regional distinction between Jammu and Kashmir and treating it as one, as 

is reflected in the combining of Anantnag region in Kashmir with Rajouri and Poonch in 
Jammu to carve out Anantnag-Rajouri as a Parliamentary constituency. 

 
 Changes have been made: 
• ASSEMBLY: The Commission has increased seven Assembly seats — six in Jammu (now 

43 seats) and one in Kashmir (now 47). It has also made massive changes in the structure 
of the existing Assembly seats. 

• LOK SABHA: The Commission has redrawn the boundaries of Anantnag and Jammu 
seats. Jammu’s Pir Panjal region, comprising Poonch and Rajouri districts and formerly 
part of Jammu parliamentary seat, has now been added to Anantnag seat in Kashmir. 
Also, a Shia-dominated region of Srinagar parliamentary constituency has been 
transferred to Baramulla constituency, also in the Valley. 

• KASHMIRI PANDITS: The Commission has recommended “provision of at least two 
members from the community of Kashmiri Migrants (Kashmiri Hindus) in the Legislative 
Assembly. It has also recommended that Centre should consider giving representation in 
the J&K Legislative Assembly to the displaced persons from Pakistan-occupied Kashmir, 
who migrated to Jammu after Partition”. 

What do the Changes in Assembly seats mean? 
• While the basis for delimitation is the 2011 Census, the changes mean that 44% of the 

population (Jammu) will vote in 48% of the seats, while the 56% living in Kashmir will vote 
in the remaining 52% of the seats. In the earlier set-up, Kashmir’s 56% had 55.4% of the 
seats and Jammu’s 43.8% had 44.5% of the seats. 

• Of the six new seats in Jammu, four have a predominantly Hindu population. Of the two 
new seats in Chenab region, comprising Doda and Kishtwar districts, Muslims are a 
minority in Padded seat. 
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• Reservation of seats for Kashmiri Pandits and displaced persons from PoK, too, would help 
the BJP. The Commission did not specify whether the seats for Kashmiri Pandits should be 
reserved from among the existing seats, or whether they should be given additional seats. 

 What do the changes in parliamentary seats mean? 
• The restructuring of Anantnag and Jammu will change the influence of various 

demographic groups in these seats. 
• The Commission has reserved nine Assembly seats for Scheduled Tribes. Six of these are in 

the redrawn Anantnag parliamentary seat, including in Poonch and Rajouri, which has the 
highest ST population. Opposition parties anticipate that the parliamentary seat, too, 
would be reserved for ST. 

•  The erstwhile Anantnag seat had a small ST population, but the outcome of the redrawn 
seat would be decided by Poonch and Rajouri. Political parties in the Valley see it as 
reducing the influence of ethnic Kashmiri-speaking Muslim voters. 

• On the other hand, had Poonch and Rajouri remained in the Jammu Lok Sabha seat, it 
might have been required to be declared an ST-reserved Lok Sabha seat. Transferring out 
Rajouri and Poonch can potentially help the BJP consolidate the Hindu vote here. 

• Parties in the Valley expect that Baramulla’s restructuring will consolidate the Shia votes. 
That could help Imran Reza Ansari, a Shia leader in Sajad Lone’s Peoples Conference.  

Criticism: 
• The Jammu region has got more seats relative to its population compared with the 

Kashmir Valley, and this violates the population criterion, is a key contention of these 
parties. 

• The award of seats based on the 2011 census has meant that Jammu with 44 per cent 
population will get 48 per cent share in seats, while Kashmir with 56 percent of population 
will get only 52 per cent share in seats. Earlier, the Kashmir region had 55.4 per cent 
share in seats and Jammu 44.5 per cent share in seats.“The Delimitation Commission has 
overlooked the basis of population and acted as per their wish. 

• The J&K Reorganisation Act 2019, which is itself sub judice, provides new parameters 
for delimitation that do not apply elsewhere in the country — “physical features, existing 
boundaries of administrative units, facilities of communication and convenience to the 
public”. 

• Again, political parties in Jammu and Kashmir have been pointing out that the 
Delimitation Commission is mandated by the Reorganisation Act, which is sub judice. Also, 
while delimitation as a rule is carried out on the basis of Census population, the 
Commission said it would take certain other factors into consideration for J&K, including 
size, remoteness and closeness to the border. 

• Constituency boundaries are being redrawn only in J&K when delimitation for the rest of 
the country has been frozen until 2026. The last delimitation exercise in J&K was carried 
out in 1995. In 2002, the then J&K government led by Farooq Abdullah amended the J&K 
Representation of the People Act to freeze the delimitation exercise until 2026, as in the 
rest of the country. This was challenged in the J&K High Court and then the Supreme 
Court, both of which upheld the freeze. 
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 Does the world's 
largest democracy (India) 
need colonial law like IPC-
124 (Sedition) even after 
more than 75 years of 
independence? Is it that 
other democracies of the world 
are using such laws?  Do we 
need to have a healthy 
deliberation in the Parliament 
as well as outside of the 
Parliament (by the press, 
academicians, researchers, 
activists, political parties etc.) 
to understand the significance 
of the sedition law?  

 Recently the Supreme Court has expressed it termed the sedition law as colonial which 
is used by the British to suppress the voice of the leaders of freedom movement.  The court has 
directed the government to put all sedition cases trials on hold until it re-examines the law. 
The Supreme Court focused on individual freedom over the so-called fallacious or malafide 
intended security concern.  Individuals have freedom guaranteed under the Constitution.  

 Under the Indian Constitution, every citizen has been given freedom to speak and 
express their views under Article 19(1)(a) of the Indian Constitution. However, this 
freedom is not absolute and some reasonable restrictions have been imposed on freedom of 
speech and expression under Article 19(2). But when a person does an act by his words, signs or 
representation which is held to be contemptuous towards the Government of India, then such 
act is punishable under section 124-A of Indian Penal Code, 1860. Sedition is an offence 
that criminalises speech that is regarded to be disloyal to or threatening to the state. The 
provision of Section 124A is very wide and it covers the act of defamation of the Government 
excluding any criticism in good faith of any particular measures or acts of administration. 

Law of Sedition 
• Section 124A defines sedition as: “Whoever, by words, either spoken or written, or by 

signs, or by visible representation, or otherwise, brings or attempts to bring into hatred or 
contempt, or excites or attempts to excite disaffection towards, the Government established 
by law shall be punished with imprisonment for life, to which fine may be added” 

• Law of Sedition deals with section 124A of IPC, 1860, which is considered as a 
reasonable restriction on freedom of speech. It was drafted by Thomas Macaulay and 
introduced in 1870.  

 

SEDITION  
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What are the activities that are Seditious in nature? 
 In India, what constitutes ‘Sedition’ is highly debated. As per the Indian Penal Code, for 
an act to be called “seditious”, it should have the following components: Any words, which can 
be either written or spoken, or signs which include placards/posters (visible representation) 
must bring hatred/contempt/disaffection against the Indian Government and it must result in 
‘imminent violence’ or public disorder. 
 
Sedition and Article 19(1)(a) of the Indian Constitution 
• The Concept of Free Speech has attained global importance and all have supported it as a 

basic fundamental right of a human being. In India, such rights are provided under Part-
III and Article 19 of the Indian Constitution. The said right has no geographical indication 
because it is the right of the citizen to gather information with others and to exchange 
thoughts and views within or outside India. 

• Courts have been given the power to act as guarantors and protectors of the rights of the 
citizen. Article 19(1)(a) secures the ‘freedom of speech and expression’ but it has been 
bound by the limitation which has been given under Article 19(2) which states the 
permissible legislative abridgement of the right of free speech and expression. 

• In Niharendu Dutt’s case , for sedition, the Federal Court had taken the chance to 
interpret the Section 124A of the IPC in alignment with British Law. It had ruled that 
tendency to disturb public order was an essential element under Section 124A. The Privy 
Council held that the incitement to violence or a tendency to disturb public order was not 
necessary under section 124A. 

•  In Tara Singh v. State, the validity of Section 124A of the IPC was directly in issue. In this 
case, it curtailed the freedom of speech and expression, so the East Punjab High Court 
declared this section void.  

National Crime Records Bureau Statistics on Sedition 
• When all the crimes are committed against the state or government, it disturbs public 

order. According to the data from 2014-2016 of NCRB, 165 people were arrested on the 
charge of sedition. During 2014, 47 cases were reported under sedition. Of the total 
sedition cases, Jharkhand and Bihar have reported 18 cases and 16 cases respectively. 

Origin of Sedition Law: 
 Origin of Sedition law in India is connected to the Wahabis Movement of the 19th 
century. This was an Islamic revivalist movement and was led by Syed Ahmed Barelvi. 
Since 1830, the movement was active but in the wake of 1857 revolt, it turned into armed 
resistance, a Jihad against the British. The British termed Wahabis as rebels and carried out 
military operations against Wahabis. 

 History: In the British Era, Section 124A was not a part of Indian Penal Code, 
1860. But this Section was inserted into IPC by the IPC (Amendment) Act, 1870. By an 
amending act of 1898, this provision was later replaced by Section 124A. According to the 
British Era Law, under the old IPC, “Exciting or attempting to excite feelings or 
disaffection was considered as Sedition”. 
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Besides, 5 cases in Kerala, 2 cases each in Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Chhattisgarh and 
Himachal Pradesh were also reported during 2014. 

• According to the NCRB, the latest crime data shows the cases of sedition fell from 2014 to 
2015. A total of 30 sedition cases were registered in 2015, less than in 2014. Tamil Nadu 
topped the list for committing the crime against the state including sedition. Of the 6,986 
cases were registered in 2016, 1,827 cases were reported from Tamil Nadu, followed by 
U.P. 1,414, Haryana 1,286 and Assam 343 cases. In the last three years across the country, 
165 people were arrested on the charge of sedition. According to the reports of NCRB, 111 
people were arrested in four states i.e.68 in Bihar, 15 in Haryana, 18 in Jharkhand and 10 
in Punjab.  

Conclusion: Sedition is the serious offence in the violation of Article 19. So there is a need 
that sedition laws should have expressly contained words which satisfied the restrictions of 
Article 19(2). The purpose of restricting speech under the Sedition Act is the protection of 
National Security. Sedition laws should be interpreted and applied according to the guidelines 
given by the Supreme Court. 
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• Death Penalty or Capital Punishment has always been a point of contradiction not only in 
the Indian Judiciary but also in most developed countries. The state’s authority is both 
questioned and established after the execution of Capital Punishment. 

• There are many human rights movements in India according to which capital punishment 
is immoral because it affects one person’s right. The Indian Criminal jurisprudence is based 
on the combination of two theories: one is the Reformative theory, according to which crime 
seems like a disease. This theory believes that “You cannot cure by killing”. The main 
aim of this theory is to bring a change in the personality and character of the offender, to 
make him a useful member of society. 

• The other theory which is followed is Preventive Theory, which says ‘Prevention is better 
than cure’. This theory aims at preventing crime by disabling crime by imposing the death 
penalty on the criminal, or by confining him in prison or by suspending his driving license 
as the case may be. 

• The Indian Constitution likewise offered forces to the President and representative to 
suspend or exculpate capital punishment. In India, the death penalty is granted for the 
most genuine and horrifying offenses. The death penalty is given for murder, theft with 
murder, taking up arms against the administration and so forth. This punishment is given 
when the court arrives at an end that life detainment is lacking, in view of the 

DEATH PENALTY 
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circumstances of the case. The fundamental point of this examination is to study about the 
capital punishment  and constitutionality of capital punishment. 

Background and origin of capital punishment: 
• One of the soonest composed archives that bolstered the death penalty was the Code of 

Hammurabi, which was composed on the stone tables around 1760 BC. 
• It contained 282 laws that were gathered by the Babylonian King Hammurabi, including 

the hypothesis of “tit for tat.” Several other old reports bolstered the death penalty 
including the Christian Old Testament, the Jewish Torah and the works of the Draco, an 
Athenian official, who proposed giving capital punishment to an enormous assortment of 
wrongdoings in antiquated Greece. 

• Early structures for giving capital punishment were intended to be moderate, agonizing and 
unbearable, for example, being scorched and squashed by an elephant and so forth. Later 
social orders found that these techniques are extremely merciless and are of strange 
structure. During the eighteenth and the nineteenth Centuries, legitimate bodies found 
quicker and less excruciating ways to deal with the death penalty incorporating hanging 
and executing with the guillotine. 

• Capital punishment has become more controversial as time passes. The general population, 
who restrict this training, announce it to be heartless and out of line. They accept that no 
life ought to be taken, paying little respect to the wrongdoing that has been committed.  

Methods for providing capital punishment all over world: 
• At present, the ancient methods have been abolished for providing capital punishment and 

new techniques are being adopted in order to reduce the physical pain experienced by the 
offender while dying. The new methods adopted for providing capital punishment include: 
 

Hanging Lethal Injection Electrocution 
Beheading Shooting by fire squad Gas chamber 

Stoning Shooting Falling from an unknown height 
 
Methods of execution in India: 
 In India, the two popular methods of providing capital punishment are hanging and 
shooting. 
• Hanging: All executions in India are carried out by hanging the criminal till death. In 

1949, the assassin of Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi i.e. Nathuram Godse was the first 
person to be hanged till death in Independent India. The Supreme Court of India 
suggested that the punishment of death sentence should be given in those cases which come 
into the ambit of ‘rarest of rare’ cases. Since 2010, the death execution of two persons has 
been done. One is Afzal Guru, a terrorist who attacked the Indian Parliament in December 
2001. The other is of Ajmal Kasab, who was the lone surviving terrorist of the Mumbai 
attack in 2008.  
 

• Shooting: The Army Act, 1950 and the Air Force Act, 1950 also provides the provisions 
and methods for awarding capital punishment. Section 34 of the Air Force Act, 1950 
empowers the Court to impose the death penalty to the offences mentioned in Section 34 (a) 
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to (o) of the Act. As the Air Force Act, 1950, the Army’s Act, 1950 and the Navy Act, 1957 
also provide for similar provisions. 

 
 The crimes which are deserving of death are: 
• Aggravated murder: According to Section 302 of the Indian Penal Code, 1860, a 

person who commits murder shall be given the death penalty. In Bachan Singh’s case, the 
Court held that capital punishment is constitutional only when it is applied as an 
exception in “the rarest of the rare” cases. 

• Other offenses resulting in death: In the Indian Penal Code, the death penalty is given 
to an individual who submits a murder during a furnished theft. Submitting or submitting 
Sati to someone else is additionally deserving of capital punishment. 

• Terrorism- related offences not resulting in Death: The utilization of any exceptional 
classification of explosives so as to complete a blast that could jeopardize one’s life or cause 
genuine harm to one’s property is deserving of the death penalty 

 Category of offenders excluded from Capital Punishment: 
• Minor: As per the Indian Law, an individual who is younger than 18 years at the time of 

commitment of the crime can’t be given capital punishment. 
• Pregnant Woman: As per the alteration made in the year 2009, Clemency must be 

conceded to a pregnant lady who is condemned to the death penalty. 
• Intellectually Disabled: As indicated by the Indian Penal Code, an individual while 

committing out a heinous wrongdoing, was rationally sick or can’t comprehend that the 
nature of the demonstration performed by him is risky, can’t be rebuffed by capital 
punishment. 

 Supreme Court’s Judgment on Death Penalty: 
• Jagmohan Singh v. State of UP 1973 case: SC held that according to Article 21 

deprivation of life is constitutionally permissible if that is done according to the procedure 
established by law. Thus the death sentence imposed after a trial in accordance with 
legally established procedures under Cr.PC and the Indian Evidence Act 1872 is not 
unconstitutional under Article 21. 

• Rajendra Prasad v. State of UP 1979 case: SC held that, if the murderous operation of 
a criminal jeopardizes social security in a persistent, planned and perilous fashion then his 
enjoyment of fundamental rights may be rightly annihilated. 

• Bachan Singh v. the State of Punjab 1980 case: SC propounded the dictum of ‘rarest of 
rare cases’ according to which death penalty is not to be awarded except in the ‘rarest of 
rare cases’ when the alternative option is unquestionably foreclosed. 

Rarest of Rare Cases can be described: 
• When the murder is committed in an extremely brutal, ridiculous, diabolical, revolting, or 

reprehensible manner so as to awaken intense and extreme indignation of the community. 
• When total depravity and cruelty are the motives behind a murder. 
• Machhi Singh v. State of Punjab 1983 case: The Supreme Court laid down certain 

considerations for determining whether a case falls under the category of rarest of rare 
cases or not. 
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Way Forward: Instead of merely enhancing punishment, tackling crimes against women and 
children requires broader social reforms, sustained governance efforts and strengthening 
investigative and reporting mechanisms. 
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The Supreme Court on May 2 held that no individual can be forced to get vaccinated against 
Covid-19, stating that Article 21 protects bodily autonomy and integrity. It also, however, held 
that the Union's vaccination policy was reasonable keeping in view public health and good. 

On SC’s order against forcible vaccination: 
• The Supreme Court in a decisive order has laid out a fine balance between individual 

liberty and the state’s right to impose restrictions in the interests of public safety. 
• An individual had the right to refuse vaccination and though the Government could “impose 

limitations” on rights of individuals, it had to be “reasonable and proportionate” to the 
extent that it achieved the objective, in this case, containing the spread of the corona virus. 

• The current evidence, the Court reasoned, suggested that unvaccinated individuals were no 
more likely to spread the virus than those vaccinated and, therefore, people could not be 
denied access to public places, services and resources for being unvaccinated.  

• The suppression of individual liberty for the greater good is perhaps among the oldest and 
toughest questions that democracies grapple with; and beyond the orders, it is judicial 
reasoning that influences policy and future discourse when the facts on the ground change. 
The authorities must keep scientific evidence at the forefront when they take decisions that 
affect individual choice. 

• Doctrine of proportionality finds its place in the Administrative Law and is used 
at the stage of Judicial Review. The doctrine asserts that there must be a 
reasonable nexus between the desired result and the measures taken to reach 
that goal. The action taken must not be shockingly disproportionate to the 
consciousness of the court and the said action can then be challenged by way of 
judicial review. 

• In Spite of Article 226 and Article 32 read with Article 13 of the Constitution of India giving 
the Constitutional Courts much wider scope to interfere with Executive Orders, the Indian 
Courts have chosen to follow the English concept of Wednesbury's reasonableness-A 
reasoning or decision is Wednesbury unreasonable (or irrational) if it is so 
unreasonable that no reasonable person acting reasonably could have made it 
(Associated Provincial Picture Houses Ltd v Wednesbury Corporation (1948) 

 Indian judiciary Approach to the Doctrine Of Proportionality: 
• The Indian Supreme Court consciously considered the application of the concept of 

proportionality for the first time in the case of [Union of India Vs G. Ganayutham, 
(2006). In that case the Supreme Court held that the 'wednesbury' unreasonableness will 
be the guiding principle in India, so long as fundamental rights are not involved. 

• However, the Court refrained from deciding whether the doctrine of proportionality is to be 
applied with respect to those cases involving infringement of fundamental rights. 

• Subsequently came the historic decision of the Supreme Court in [Omkumar Vs. 
Union of India, AIR 2000 SC 3689].It was in this case that the Supreme Court accepted 
the application of proportionality doctrine in India. 

DOCTRINE OF PROPORTIONALITY & FORCIBLE 
VACCINATION 
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• The Supreme Court said that administrative action in India affecting fundamental 
freedoms (Article 19 and Article 21) have always been tested on the anvil of 
proportionality, even though it has not been expressly stated that the principle that is 
applied is the proportionality principle. Thus the Court categorically held that the 
doctrine of proportionality is applicable to Judicial Review of administrative 
action that is violative of Article 19 & Article 21 of the Constitution of India. 

• With respect to Article 14 of the Constitution of India, Supreme Court concluded that when 
an administrative action is challenged as discriminatory the Courts would carry out a 
Primary Review using the doctrine of proportionality. However when an administrative 
action is questioned as arbitrary the principle of Secondary Review based on Wednesbury 
principle applies. 

• Thus, in India, under the current state of law, as declared by the Supreme Court, 
proportionality review with respect to administrative action has only limited 
scope. This is because, in India much of the administrative action is challenged 
before the Courts primarily on the ground of arbitrariness and this can be 
challenged only on the ground of Wednesbury unreasonableness. Thus in reality 
the decision in Omkumar's case has not significantly enhanced the scope of Judicial 
Review in India. 

• After the conscious adoption of the doctrine of proportionality into Indian law in the 
Omkumar's case the only case where the Supreme Court has expressly adopted the 
doctrine of proportionality is the case of [Sandeep Subhash Parate Vs. State of 
Maharashtra (2006). 

 
The principle of proportionality evaluates two aspects of a decision: 
• Whether the relative merits of differing objectives or interests were appropriately weighted 

or fairly balanced? 
• Whether the measure in question was in the circumstances excessively restrictive or 

inflicted an unnecessary burden on affected persons? 
• The Court in such a case will not be concerned with the correctness of the decision rather 

the method to reach such a decision. Maharashtra Law Development Corporation Vs. 
State of Maharashtra, (2011).The decision making process involves attributing relative 
importance to various aspects in the case and there the doctrine of proportionality enters. 

• The doctrine of proportionality, as part of the concept of judicial review, would ensure that 
even on an aspect which is, otherwise, within the exclusive province of the Court-Martial, if 
the decision of the Court even as to sentence is an outrageous defiance of logic, then the 
sentence would not be immune from correction. Irrationality and perversity are recognized 
grounds of Judicial Review. All powers have legal limits. 

Some recent judgements: 
 
• In K. S. Puttaswamy Vs. Union of India, 2017 - Test of proportionality was upheld by 

the Hon'ble Supreme Court. It was held that in the case of proportionality a measure must 
be determined while looking at the restrictions being imposed by the State on the 
fundamental rights of citizens. It is not just the legal and physical restrictions that must be 



8929879230                          Unacademy Code: DRPIYUSH11                  https://t.me/piyush_choubey
  

https://piyushchaubey.com/ | https://momentumias.com/                                                    
                                connect@momentumias.com |prateek.tripathi@momentumias.com 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbm-hqbXj4levDSITryu5TQ                          2nd Floor, 17A/41, Karol Bagh 110005 

Pa
ge

66
 

looked at, but also the fear that these sorts of restrictions engender in the minds of the 
populace, while looking at the proportionality of measures. 
 

• Anuradha Bhasin Vs. Union of India 2019 - wherein, the validity of internet shutdown 
and movement restrictions in J&K was challenged in the Hon'ble Supreme Court. It was 
held - the requirements of the doctrine of proportionality which must be followed by the 
authorities before passing any order intending on restricting fundamental rights of 
individuals. In the first stage itself, the possible goal of such a measure intended at 
imposing restrictions must be determined. It ought to be noted that such a goal must be 
legitimate. However, before settling on the aforesaid measure, the authorities must assess 
the existence of any alternative mechanism in furtherance of the aforesaid goal. The 
appropriateness of such a measure depends on its implication upon the fundamental rights 
and the necessity of such measure. 

 
Conclusion: 
 In the Indian context it is amply clear that even though proportionality was made part 
of the Indian law as early as 2000, there is hardly any significant use of doctrine in India. Not 
only has the doctrine as adopted by the Supreme Court, limited application, but even within 
that applicable range, it has hardly been used. And the doctrine took a very narrow approach in 
its existence. 

 Though it the duty of the Court to respect the position of the administrative body, but it 
is important to analyse that the doctrine is not to undermine the position of any such 
administrative body but to regulate every action so that no action of the administrative body 
should be beyond the purview of the principles of law that are existing. This is not only for the 
development of the legal system of the country but also for the Protection of Rights of the 
citizens of the country. 
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 Thirty-two per cent of women in India who have ever been married have experienced 
spousal physical, sexual, or emotional violence, according to the latest fifth round of the 
National Family Health Survey (NHFS-5).India remains among the 30-odd nations where 
marital rape is not criminalized. Several experts, NGOs and women activists have been 
arguing against the exception clause for grossly violating married women's rights under Article 
14 (Right to Equality) and Article 21 (right to life) of the Constitution. 
 A two-judge Bench of the Delhi High Court delivered a split verdict in a batch of 
petitions challenging the exception provided to marital rape in the Indian Penal Code (IPC). 
Details of the judgement were awaited. The court was hearing a clutch of four petitions 
challenging the constitutionality of the exception to Section 375. 
 Section 375 defines rape and lists seven notions of consent which, if vitiated, would 
constitute the offence of rape by a man. However, the provision contains a crucial exemption: 
“Sexual intercourse or sexual acts by a man with his own wife, the wife not being under 
eighteen years of age, is not rape.” 
 This exemption essentially allows a marital right to a husband who can with legal 
sanction exercise his right to consensual or non-consensual sex with his wife. The exemption is 
also under challenge before the Gujarat High Court on the grounds that it undermines consent 
of a woman based on her marital status. Separately, the Karnataka HC has allowed the 
framing of marital rape charges against a man despite the exemption in law. Even though the 
court has delivered a split verdict, its intervention takes the conversation forward on the 
subject, and sets the stage for a larger constitutional intervention before the Supreme Court. 
The Supreme Court refused to stay the Karnataka High Court order that for the first time put 
a man on trial for marital rape. The SC’s refusal to stay the order indicates that the higher 
judiciary is willing to carry out a serious examination of the colonial-era provision. 
 
Previous Judgements: 
• The NGO RIT Foundation first petitioned the Delhi High Court in 2015, challenging the 

legality of the "marriage exception." 
• In 2017, the Supreme Court did read down the marital rape exception but only to change 

the age, and held that it should read "the wife not being under eighteen years of age" and 
not 15  ensuring that the IPC was in line with the age of consent, which is 18. 

Challenges in removing the exception of section 375: 
• The Court will have to consider how to 

define rape by a husband on a wife. If 
the "marriage exception" is removed, 
the court will have to consider whether 
rape by a husband would also be 
subject to the harsher punishments 
under the law, Since it is more difficult 
to prove the offence in a relationship 
where regular sexual intercourse 
occurs, unless there is proof of serious 

MARITAL RAPE ISSUE 
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injury. 
• One question that the court itself has raised is whether striking down the "marriage 

exception" would "create a new offence -- i.e., will the court need to define the law around 
what kind of sexual acts or behaviour would fall under "marital rape"?As it can go against 
the principle of  separation of powers, it means that where legislative provisions already 
exist, courts cannot "create legislation." 

• There is the issue of "expectation of conjugal relationship," as well as the social construct of 
"marriage," which is based on implied physical, sexual, and emotional companionship. 

• The Court will also have to consider the scope of judicial interference in this case. 

Arguments in Favour of removing the exception under section 375: 
• The "right to say no" must be regarded as an inherent part of the fundamental right to 

privacy and dignity. also argued that the fact that an unmarried woman can prosecute a 
man for sexual intercourse while a married woman cannot is a violation of articles 14 
and 19 of the Constitution. 

• “My body, my right” is an integral part of the right to personal liberty for every woman. Not 
protecting personal liberty by refusing to punish a serious infringement violates a wife’s 
rights under Article 21. Right to life, dignity and bodily privacy are also arguments raised 
by the petitioners. 

• This is an issue of a woman's autonomy and whether modern democracy can continue to 
rely on 17th-century legal principles that regarded women as "property of the husband," 
with no decision-making power or autonomy. 

• "Implied consent" in a marriage cannot be considered "irrevocable consent," and a woman 
must have the freedom and choice to say "No." 

• There is no rational reason to elevate the "marital relationship" and deny a married woman 
the right to prosecute her own husband, even when she has the right to prosecute everyone 
else. Preservation of the institution of marriage has been used in the past to turn a blind 
eye to violations of women’s rights in the private sphere. 

• National Family Health Survey (NFHS) data cited in Justice Shakdher’s judgment shows 
that married women face sexual violence in large numbers. They are 17 times more likely to 
face sexual violence from their husbands rather than from outsiders. Very few complain. 
When the problem is so widespread; not addressing this would be an omission violative of 
constitutional guarantees of equality to women as well as a violation of India’s obligations 
under the Convention on the Elimination of All forms of Discrimination Against 
Women (CEDAW). 

• According to Amnesty International data, 77 out of 185 (42%) countries criminalize 
marital rape through legislation. 

Arguments against of removing the exception under section 375: 
• Criminalizing "marital rape" would "destabilize the institution of marriage and become a 

tool for harassment of husbands." and may lead to issues of "social disharmony" and 
"damage to marriage and family systems". 

• The Men’s Welfare Trust has argued that since there are several instances of misuse of 
the currently available domestic violence and dowry harassment laws, bringing the 
marital relationship within the definition of "rape" has the potential for serious misuse. 
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• Argument says that since rape is a serious offence, carrying long jail terms, it would have 
a very negative effect if the allegation were raised during a matrimonial dispute. 

• A woman who is subjected to violence by her husband is protected by a number of other 
criminal laws. The Domestic Violence Act, dowry harassment and cruelty offences under 
the IPC, as well as IPC offences relating to causing bodily harm, all carry jail terms and 
are alternative remedies available to a woman subjected to violence by her husband. 

• The government and men's rights organisations, on the other hand, have argued that the 
institution of marriage creates a rational difference and that criminalizing sexual violence 
within a marriage as a serious offence of "rape" would have a cascading effect on society 
and marriage itself. 

• Law Commission of India: The need to remove this marital rape exception was rejected 
by the Law Commission of India in 2000, while considering several proposals to reform 
India's laws on sexual violence. 

• The Criminal Law (Amendment) Act passed in 2013, and a Parliamentary panel on 
Home Affairs formed to examine the ordinance before the passage of the law 
had said, "the entire family system will be under great stress" should marital 
rape be criminalized. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recommendations of Justice Verma Committee: 
• The Justice J.S. Verma committee has said marriage or any other intimate 

relationship between a man and a woman is “not a valid” defence against sexual 
crimes like rape. The Committee recommended that the exception to marital rape 
should be removed.  Marriage should not be considered as an irrevocable consent to 
sexual acts.  Therefore, with regard to an inquiry about whether the complainant 
consented to the sexual activity, the relationship between the victim and the accused 
should not be relevant.  

• This view is supported by the judgement of the European Commission of Human 
Rights in C.R. versus the UK, which endorsed the conclusion that a rapist remains a 
rapist regardless of his relationship with the victim”. 

• It is also important that the legal prohibition on marital rape is accompanied by 
changes in the attitudes of prosecutors, police officers and those in society more 
generally. 

• Citing the example of South Africa, where, despite legal developments, rates of marital 
rape remain shockingly high, the points out that a 2010 study suggests that 18.8 per 
cent of women are raped by their partners on one or more occasion. 

• Rates of reporting and conviction also remain low, aggravated by the prevalent beliefs 
that marital rape is acceptable or is less serious than other types of rape. 

• The Committee has recommended that children’s experiences should not be gendered.  
It has recommended that sexuality education should be imparted to children.  Adult 
literacy programs are necessary for gender empowerment. 

• The amendment of the Representation of People Act, 1951.It recommended that 
candidates should be disqualified for committing sexual offences. 
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 Gender mainstreaming refers to the integration of a gender equality perspective across 
all government action. It is a strategy that helps governments make better decisions to achieve 
gender equality including as they relate to policy and spending decisions. A commitment to 
gender mainstreaming is one of the most effective ways that governments can support and 
promote gender equality. However, the world Gender Gap index has produced gender 
inequality around the globe. Out of 145, India secured 135th rank. In such a context, a gender 
mainstreaming programme is an urgent need.  

Empowering women through Gendered Governance: 
 The principle of gender equality is enshrined within the Constitution of India which 
guarantees gender equality and empowers the State to formulate affirmative action in favour of 
women. The Government of India has taken various steps to ensure empowerment of women 
through their social, educational, economic and political uplifting through various schematic 
interventions. The incumbent government adopts a system-wide gendered lens to inform policy 
praxis. The statistical architecture of the nation has been rebuilt to count women. This is very 
significant for resource allocation for policy-making. It will have bearing on various aspects on 
women related issues like health, education, employability etc. 
1. Health- 

• As a routine source of crucial information on nutrition, fertility, family planning, 
reproductive, maternal and child health and mortality, the sampling strategy of NFHS-4 
(2015-16) underwent a comprehensive, methodological renovation.NFHS-4 for the first 
time recorded gender-disaggregated cancer prevalence. 

• NFHS-5 for the first time recorded information on whether women had ever undergone 
a screening test for cancer of the oral cavity, breast, and cervix. Together, NFHS-4 and 5 
provide a tour d’horizon of the health of the Indian woman and serve as an 
incomparable mine of data. 

• Under the stewardship of the Ministry of Home Affairs, the National Crime Records 
Bureau (NCRB) initiated the collection of data on female foeticide in 2014. 
The government has facilitated its collection and has swiftly acted upon its implications 
through the Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao campaign. 
 

2. Education: 
• The schemes implemented by the Government like Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (BBBP), 

Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (Urban & Rural), the National Social Assistance 
Programme (NSAP), Pradhan Mantri Vyay Vandana Yojana Further, the National 
Education Policy (NEP), 2020 prioritises gender equity and envisions ensuring equitable 
access to quality education to all students, with a special emphasis on Socially and 
Economically Disadvantaged Groups (SEDGs). 
 

3. Employability: 
• Quinquennial employment and unemployment data collected erstwhile by the National 

Sample Survey (NSS) were supplanted by quarterly and annual Periodic Labour Force 
Survey (PLFS) for timely gender-disaggregated labour force statistics. 

GENDERED GOVERNANCE 
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• The PLFS now boasts of gender-disaggregated data such as Female Worker Population 
Ratio, Female Labour Force Participation Rate and Female Unemployment Rate. 

• In order to enhance the employability of female workers, the Government is providing 
training to them through a network of Women Industrial Training Institutes, National 
Vocational Training Institutes and Regional Vocational Training Institutes. To ensure 
economic independence of women through skill development and vocational training, the 
Government has also introduced the Skill India Mission. 

 
4. Social status: 

• By placing assets such as houses and LPGs in the hands of women, it is challenging the 
unequal status quo. It is doing so not only through policies but by bridging gendered 
data deficits. The first nationwide Time Use Survey was carried out in 2019 shepherded 
by the National Statistical Office under the stewardship of the incumbent government. 

• Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY) and Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY) 
accord benefits — homeownership and LPG connections, respectively — to women 
beneficiaries. Such interventions have unequivocally fortified women’s access to 
economic resources, elevating inter alia their social status. 

• Quantification is a step towards resolution and rectification. The government is 
generating a plethora of gender-disaggregated data through either implementation-
related statistics or through surveys and using them to inform or reform schemes, thus 
perpetuating a virtuous cycle. Gender-disaggregated data  would help policy makers to 
frame and execute policies in a more targeted manner to ensure a holistic development 
of women leading to women empowerment. 
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