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è Jalaluddin Muhammad Akbar, more 

famously known as Akbar the Great, 
was the third emperor of the Mughal 
Empire, after Babur and Humayun. 

è He was the son of  Nasiruddin 
Humayun and succeeded him as the 
emperor in the year 1556, at the tender 
age of just 13. 

è Succeeding his father Humayun at a 
critical stage, he slowly enlarged the 
extent of the Mughal Empire to include 
almost all of the Indian subcontinent. 

è He extended his power and influence 
over the entire country due to his 
military ,  political ,  cultural ,  and 
economic dominance. 

è He established a centralized system of 
administration and adopted a policy of 
marriage alliance and diplomacy. 

è The Second battle of Panipat marked 
the beginning of the glory days for the 
Mughal reign in India. Akbar sought out 
to end Afghan sovereignties.

è Akbar dedicated the first decade of his 
rule towards expanding his empire. 
Under the regency of Bairam Khan, 
Ajmer, Malwa and Garha Katanga were 
annexed into the Mughal territories. 

è He also captured Lahore and Multan, 
major centers of Punjab. Ajmer 
brought him to the doorway to 
Rajputana. 

è He also claimed the Gwalior fort from 
the Sur Rulers .  He conquered 
Gondwana in 1564 from the minor ruler 
Raja Vir Narayan. 

è I n  1 5 6 7 ,  A k b a r  a t t a c k e d  t h e 
Chittorgarh fort  in  Mewar that 
r e p r e s e n t e d  a  k e y  s t r a t e g i c 
importance towards establishing rule 
in Rajputana. 

è Udai Singh's chiefs Jaimal and Patta 
held off the Mughal forces for four 
months in 1568. Udai Singh was 
banished to the Hills of Mewar. 

è Other Rajput states like Ranthambore 
fell in the face of Mughal forces, but 
Rana Pratap, Udai Singh's son, put up 
a formidable resistance to Akbar's 
expansion of power. 

è He was the last of the Rajput defenders 
and fought till his heroic end in the 
Battle of Haldighati in 1576.
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è Following his victory over the 

Rajputana, Akbar brought Gujarat 
(1584), Kabul (1585), Kashmir (1586-
87), Sindh (1591), Bengal (1592) and 
Kandahar (1595) within the Mughal 
territory. 

è The Mughal army led by General Mir 
Mausam also conquered parts of 
Balochistan around Quetta and 
Makran by 1595.

è After consolidating the empire, Akbar 
concentrated on establishing a 
s t a b l e  a n d  s u b j e c t - f r i e n d l y 
administration at the center to 
govern his vast empire. 

è T h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  A k b a r ' s 
administration were based on moral 
as well as material welfare of his 
subjects. 

è He brought about several changes in 
existing policies to establish an 
e n v i r o n m e n t  o f  u n i f o r m 
opportunities to people irrespective 
of religion. 

è The Emperor himself was the supreme 
governor of the empire. 

è He reta ined ult imate judicial , 
legislative and administrative power 
above anyone else. 

è H e  w a s  a s s i s t e d  i n  e ffi c i e n t 
governance by several ministers – 
Vakil, chief adviser to the King over 
all matters; Diwan, minister in 
charge of finance; Sadar-i-sadur, 
religious advisor to the King; Mir 
Bakshi, the one who maintained all 
records; Daroga-i-Dak Chowki and 
Muhtasib were appointed to oversee 
proper enforcement of law as well as 
the postal department.

è The entire empire was divided into 15 
S u b a s ,  e a c h  p r o v i n c e  b e i n g 
governed by a Subadar along with 
other regional posts mirroring that in 
the center. 

è The Subas were divided into Sarkars 
which were further divided into 
Parganas. 

è The head of the Sarkar was a Faujdar 
and that of a Pargana was a Shikdar. 

Akbar (27th October 1605)
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è Each Pargana consisted of several 
villages which were governed by a 
M u q a d d a m ,  a  P a t w a r i  a n d  a 
Chowkidar, along with a panchayat.

è He introduced the Mansabdari 
system to effectively organize the 
military. 

è The Mansabdars were responsible 
for maintaining discipline  and 
imparting training to the soldiers.

è Land revenue was the chief source of 
income for the Mughal government 
and Akbar introduced several reforms 
in the revenue department. The land 
was divided into four classes according 
to their productivity - Polaj, Parauti, 
Chachar and Banjar.

è Akbar introduced reforms in the judicial 
system as well and for the first time, 
Hindu customs and laws were referred 
to in case of Hindu subjects. 

è The Emperor was the highest authority 
in law and the power to give capital 
punishment rested solely with him. 

è Akbar and the Uzbeks of Central Asia 
entered into a treaty of mutual respect 
under which the Mughals were not to 
interfere in Badakhshan and Balkh 

regions and the Uzbeks would stay 
away from Kandahar and Kabul.

è Akbar's rule was marked by wide 
rel igious tolerance and l iberal 
outlook. 

è Akbar was profoundly religious 
himself, yet he never sought to enforce 
his own religious views on anyone; be it 
prisoners of war, or Hindu wives or the 
common people in his kingdom. 

è He gave great importance to choice 
and abolished discriminatory taxes 
based on religion.

è Akbar commissioned the building of 
several forts and mausoleums during 
his reign and established a distinct 
architectural style that has been 
dubbed as Mughal architecture by 
connoisseurs. 

è Among the architectural marvels 
commissioned during his rule are the 
Agra Fort (1565–1574), the town of 
Fatehpur Sikri (1569–1574) with its 
beautiful Jami Masjid and Buland 
Darwaza, Humayun's Tomb (1565-
1572), Ajmer Fort (1563-1573), Lahore 
Fort (1586-1618) and Allahabad Fort 
(1583-1584).
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è Akbar was a great patron of art and 
culture. Although he himself could not 
read and write, he would appoint 
people who read to him various topics 
of art, history, philosophy and religion. He 
appreciated intellectual discourse and 
offered his patronage to several 
extraordinarily talented people whom he 
invited to his court. 

è Together these individuals were referred 
to as the Nava Ratnas of the Nine 
Gems. They were Abul Fazel, Faizi, 
Mian Tansen, Birbal, Raja Todar Mal, 
Raja Man Singh, Abdul Rahim Khan-I-
Khana , Fakir Aziao-Din and Mullah Do 
Piaza. 



05

MOMENTUM IAS

HISTORY IN THE NEWS

by: Piyush Kumar

Banda Singh Bahadur (27th October 1670)

è Banda Singh Bahadur, also called 
Lachman Das, Lachman Dev, or 
Madho Das, (born 1670, Rajauri —died 
June 1716, Delhi), first Sikh military 
leader to wage an offensive war 
against the Mughal rulers of India, 
thereby temporarily extending Sikh 
territory.

è As a youth, he decided to be a samana 
(ascetic), and until 1708, when he 
became a disciple of Guru Gobind 
Singh, he was known as Madho Das. 

è He established a monastery at Nanded, 
on the bank of the river Godavari.

è After his initiation into the Sikh 
brotherhood, he took the name Banda 
S ingh  Bahadur  and  became a 
respected, if not popular, general; his 
cold and impersonal character did not 
endear him to his men.

è His first major action was the sacking 
of the Mughal provincial capital, 
Samana, in November 1709.

è After establishing his authority and 
 Khalsa rule in Punjab, Banda Singh 

Bahadur abolished the zamindari 

system, and granted property rights to 
the tillers of the land. 

è Banda Singh was captured by the 
Mughals and tortured to death in 
1715–1716.

è Banda Singh Bahadur is known to have 
halted the Taluqdari system in the time 
he was active and gave the farmers 

 ownership of their own land.

è It seems that all classes of government 
officers were addicted to extortion and 
corruption and the whole system of 
regulatory and order was subverted.

è Banda Singh set out in 1709 to attack 
the Mughals, conquering large tracts of 
territory. 

è On 12 May 1710, in the Battle of 
Chapper Chiri, the Sikhs killed Wazir 
Khan, the Governor of Sirhind and 
D i w a n  S u c h a n a n d ,  w h o  w e r e 
responsible for the martyrdom of the 
two youngest sons of Guru Gobind 
Singh. 
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è Two days later, the Sikhs captured 

Sirhind. Banda Singh was now in 
control of territory from the Sutlej to 
the Yamuna. 

è He ordered that the ownership of the 
land should be given to the farmers and 
to let them live in dignity and self-
respect.

è The rule of the Sikhs over the entire 
Punjab east of Lahore obstructed the 
communication between Delhi and 
Lahore, the capital of Punjab, and this 
worried Mughal Emperor Bahadur 
Shah. 

è He gave up his plan to subdue rebels in 
Rajasthan and marched towards 
Punjab.

è In 1713 the Sikhs left Lohgarh and 
Sadhaura and went to the remote hills 
of Jammu and where they built Dera 

 Baba Banda Singh.

è During this time Sikhs were being 
persecuted especially by Mughals in 

 
the Gurdaspur region.

è Banda Singh came out and captured 
Kalanaur and Batala (both places in 
modern Gurdaspur district which 
rebuked Farrukh Siyar to issue Mughal 
and Hindu officials and chiefs to 
proceed with their troops to Lahore to 
reinforce his army.

è His pillaging and massacring in the 
Deccan led the Mughal rulers finally to 
move against him in force. 

è After an eight-month siege , the 
fortress town of Gurdas Nangal fell to 
the Mughals in 1715. 

è Banda Singh and his men were taken 
as prisoners to Delhi, where every day 
for six months a few of his men were 
taken out and executed. 

è When his own turn came, Banda Singh 
stated to the Muslim judge that this fate 
befell him justly because he had failed 
his beloved Guru Gobind Singh. He 
was tortured to death with red-hot 
irons.

Banda Singh Bahadur (27th October 1670)
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è Dholavira is an archaeological site at 
Khadirbet in Bhachau Taluka of Kutch 
District, in the state of Gujarat in 
western India, which has taken its name 
from a modern-day village 1 kilometer 
(0.62 mi) south of it. 

è Some of the seals found at Dholavira, 
belonging to Stage III, contained 
animal only figures, without any type of 
script.

è The property comprises two parts: a 
walled city and a cemetery to the west 
of the city. 

è The walled city consists of a fortified 
castle with attached fortified bailey 
and ceremonial ground, and a fortified 
Middle Town and a Lower Town. 

è A series of reservoirs are found to the 
east and south of the citadel. 

è The great majority of the burials in the 
cemetery are memorial in nature.

è Two seasonal streams provided water, 
a scarce resource in the region, to the 
walled city which comprises a heavily 
fortified castle and ceremonial ground 
as well as streets and houses of 
different proportion quality which 
testify to a stratified social order. 

è A sophisticated water management 
system demonstrates the ingenuity of 
the Dholavira people in their struggle to 
surv ive  and thr ive  i n  a  harsh 
environment. 

è The site includes a large cemetery with 
cenotaphs of six types testifying to the 
Harappans unique view of death. 

è Unlike other Harappan antecedent 
towns normally located near to rivers 
and perennial sources of water, the 
location of Dholavira in the island of 
Khadir was strategic to harness 
different mineral and raw material 
sources (copper ,  shell ,  agate-
carnelian, steatite, lead, banded 
limestone, among others) and to 
facilitate internal as well as external 
trade to the Magan (modern Oman 
peninsula) and Mesopotamian regions.

è Bead processing workshops and 
artifacts of various kinds such as 
copper, shell, stone, jewelry of semi-
precious stones, terracotta, gold, 
ivory and other materials have been 
found during archaeological excavations 
of the site, exhibiting the culture's artistic 
and technological achievements.
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è The configuration  of the city of 
Dholavira, during its heyday, is an 
outstanding example of planned city 
with planned and segregated urban 

residential areas based on possibly 
differential occupational activities, and a 
stratified society.
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Modhera Sun Temple

è The Sun Temple of Modhera is a Hindu 
temple dedicated to the solar deity 
Surya located at Modhera village of 
Mehsana district, Gujarat, India. 

è It is situated on the bank of the river 
Pushpavati. 

è It was built after 1026-27 CE during the 
reign of Bhima I of the Chalukya 
dynasty.

è Earlier, during 1024–1025, Mahmud of 
G h a z n i  h a d  i n v a d e d  B h i m a ' s 
kingdom, and a force of around 20,000 
soldiers had unsuccessfully tried to 
check his advance at Modhera.

è The place was later known as Sita ni 
Chauri and Ramkund locally.

è The remains of the Sun Temples at 
Modhera dedicated to sun god are 
relics of times gone by when reverence 
of the natural elements fire, air, earth, 
water and sky were at their peak 
s h a r i n g  s p a c e  w i t h  m y r i a d 
manifestations of Vedic gods. 

è The ancient philosophy venerating 
natural elements and its association 
with humans was considered the prime 
force and energy of the life cycle. 

è The temple complex is built in Maru-
Gurjara style (Chalukya style). 

è The temple complex has three axially 
aligned components; the shrine proper 
(garbhagriha) in a hall (gudhaman-
dapa), the outer or assembly hall 
(sabhamandapa or rangamandapa) 
and a sacred reservoir (kunda).

è The panels on the Gudhamandapa are 
decorated with Surya centrally which 
indicates that the temple is dedicated 
to Surya. 

è These images show peculiar West 
Asian (Persian) boots and belts.

è The other corners and niches are 
decorated with figures of Shiva and 
Vishnu in various forms, Brahma, Naga 
and goddesses. 

è The depicted scenes on small flat 
ceilings and lintels of sabhamandap are 
from epics like Ramayana.

è According to the Skanda Purana, after 
defeat ing Ravana ,  Lord Rama 
consulted Muni Vasishta to show him a 
place of pilgrimage where he could go 
and purify himself of the sin of Brahma 
hatya (the slaying of a Brahman). 
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è The Muni showed him dharmaranya. 
Lord Rama settled at a village called 
Modherak and performed a yajna 
there.  Thereafter he established a 
village and named it Sitapura.  

è It is believed that the village Modherah 
mentioned above, later came to be 
known as Modhera.
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Rani ki Vav

è Rani-ki-Vav, on the banks of the 
Saraswati River, was initially built as a 
memorial to a king in the 11th century 
AD. 

è Stepwells are a distinctive form of 
subterranean water resource and 
storage systems on the  Indian 
s u b c o n t i n e n t ,  a n d  h a v e  b e e n 
constructed since the 3rd millennium BC. 

è The step well was built in 1063 by Rani 
Udayamati of the Chalukya Dynasty to 
commemorate her husband, Bhimdev I. 

è A 1304 composition of Jain monk, 
Merutunga, mentions that Udayamati, 
the daughter of Naravaraha Khangara, 
built this stepwell at Patan.

è They evolved over time from what was 
basically a pit in sandy soil towards 
elaborate multi-storey works of art and 
architecture. 

è Rani-ki-Vav was built at the height of 
craftsmens' abil i ty in  step well 
construction and the Maru-Gurjara 
architectural style, reflecting mastery of 
this complex technique and great 
beauty of detail and proportions. 

è Rani-ki-Vav is a single-component, 
water management system divided into 

seven levels of stairs and sculptural 
panels of high artistic and aesthetic 
quality. 

è It is oriented in an east-west direction 
and combines all of the principle 
components of a stepwell, including a 
stepped corridor beginning at ground 
level, a series of four pavilions with an 
increasing amount of storeys towards 
the west, the tank, and the well in tunnel 
shaft form.

è The architecture and sculptures are 
similar to the Vimala Vasahi temple on 
Mount Abu and Sun temple at Modhera.

è The sculptures of deities with their 
families such as Brahma-Savitri, Uma-
Maheshwar and Lakshmi-Narayan are 
there. 

è Notable among other sculptures are 
Ardhanarishwara as well as large 
number of goddesses such as Lakshmi, 
Parvat i ,  Saraswat i ,  Chamunda, 
Durga/Mahishasura Mardini with twenty 
hands, Kshemankari, Suryani and 
Saptamatrikas. 

è There are images of Navagraha (nine 
planets) as well.
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Raskhan

è Raskhan (1548-1628) was an Indian Sufi 
Muslim poet who became a devotee of the 
Hindu deity Krishna. 

è His original name was Syed Ibrahim 
Khan and he lived somewhere in Delhi. 

è He accepted Krishna as the supreme 
god (Svayam Bhagavan) and became a 
Vaishnava. 

è Rachnavali is the collection of Raskhan's 
poetry. 

è His creations describe the beauty of not 
only Lord Krishna but also his relations 
with his beloved Radha. 

è His poetry is in the form of Doha, Padawali 
and Savayya.

è Raskhan's Khariboli writings are 
numerous, the five most important being 
the Sujana Raskhana, the Prem Vatika, 
the Danalila, the Astayama and a 
collection of Padas (rhymed couplets).

 
è Of these the most well-known is Prem 

Vatika ("The Forest of Love'').

è Apart from Lilas, Raskhan has also 
created poems on Lord Shankar, 
Goddess Ganga, and the Holi festival.
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è Taj Bibi was an ardent devotee of Shri 

Krishna. 

è She was born in the 17th century. 

è Taj Bibi was married to Emperor Akbar.

è Taj Bibi  had the opportunity to 
associate with Krishna's devotees and 
she used to hear the pastimes of Shri 
Krishna, due to which love towards 
Shri Krishna arose in Taj Bibi's heart.

è When Birbal's daughter Shobhavati 
used to come to meet Taj Bibi, she often 
used to talk about Vrindavan and 
Gusain Shri Vitthalnath Ji. 

è Shobhavati told Taj Bibi the glory of Braj 
Dham and Gusain Shri Vitthalnath Ji 
so much that Taj Bibi started craving for 
Braj Dham and Gusain Shri Vitthalnath 
Ji's darshan.

è Taj Bibi visited many places of 
pastimes and temples in Braj. 

è Taj Bibi did not feel like going out of Braj 
after seeing the beautiful forests and 
bowers of Braj Dham but still, she 
returned to Delhi after a few days as per 
Akbar's orders.

è Taj Bibi came back from Braj but her 
mind was wandering in Braj itself. 

è She started chanting the name of Shri 
Krishna.

è Taj Bibi had brought with her a picture 
of Shri Krishna from Braj, and she 
started serving him by offering flowers 
and fruits.

è Taj Bibi also used to come to listen to 
Gusain Ji's devotional discourses.

è Taj Bibi came to Vrindavan and started 
living in a hut. 

è Taj Bibi left her body in Gokul Mahavan 
and attained Shri Radha Krishna's 
pastimes in the form of a Gopi. This is 
where Taj Bibi's samadhi is located.
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