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Janaki Thevar

● Founding Member of Malaysian Congress (Malaysia - Subhash Chandra
Bose - INA)

● Influenced by the Subhash Chandra Bose’s call for Indian independence
movement through Indian National Army at the age of 16

● Donated her earrings for the cause of Indian Independence and joined the
Army

● Initial struggling days due to her luxurious or well-brought up life in the
camp

● Enlisted in the Rani Jhansi Regimental’s Headquarters of Singapore’s
Waterloo Street (Strong objection from his father - Reason: Rani Jhansi
Regiment’s rules were that to induct a women or girl in the army, there is a
consent required from the father side in case of unmarried and husband in
case of married in the form of signature).

● Second in command in this regiment and wrote years later of the marathon
walk of Rangoon to Bangkok as “Covering more than 23 days through virgin
jungles and the most di�cult terrain often in blinding darkness, crossing
turbulent rivers and streams, marching in absolutely drenched and
tattered uniforms and blistered feet under vulturous eyes of enemy
planes.”

● Emerged as the welfare activist after the World War - II
Sources:

1. https://amritmahotsav.nic.in/unsung-heroes-detail.htm?501
2. https://www.thebetterindia.com/155758/janaki-thevar-rani-of-jhansi-regime

nt-ina-history-news/

Associated Pictures:
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Basanti Devi

● Married to Former President of Indian National Congress and Founder of
Swaraj Party, Chittaranjan Das

● Arrested during the Non-Cooperation Movement of 1921 despite the
warnings of Subhash Chandra Bose

● She played a keystone role in influencing the youth against the British
actions regarding the death of Lala Lajpat Rai

● Subhash Chandra Bose considered her as his adoptive mother (CR Das was
his political guru)

● She was instrumental in collecting gold ornaments and 2000 gold coins in
Jalpaiguri for the Tilak Swaraj Fund (Remember the reason behind the
formation of this fund)

● She took the charge of publishing weekly journal of CR Das after his arrest
named, Banglar Katha, from where she published the poem of Kazi Nazrul
Islam

● President of Bengal Provincial Congress in 1921-22
Sources:

1. https://www.thebetterindia.com/155758/janaki-thevar-rani-of-jhansi-regime
nt-ina-history-news/

2. https://amritmahotsav.nic.in/unsung-heroes-detail.htm?2073
3. https://www.indianetzone.com/2/basanti_debi_chittaranjan_das.htm
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Sushila Didi

● Got her education from Arya’s Women College situated in Jalandhar (This
college was a centre of women nationalist movements due to their
principals Shanno Devi and Kumari Lajjvati Devi)

● Immersed in the revolutionary movement after she heard about the
conviction regarding the Kakori Conspiracy Case

● Joined the Hindustan Socialist Republican Association under the influence
of Bhagwati Charan Vohra

● She helped Bhagat Singh in giving him the shelter in Calcutta after
Saunders death, popularly known as Lahore Conspiracy Case

● She constituted Bhagat Singh Defence Committee that collected funds for
the undertrials in Lahore and Delhi Conspiracy cases

● She also wrote a play titled, “Mewar Patan”, which was mainly focussed upon
delivering the revolutionary ideology

● She took the command of Delhi and Lahore after the hanging of three
martyrs, Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev Thapar, and Rajguru, and the death of
Chandrashekhar Azad.

● She formulated the plan of killing the Secretary of the Punjab Government,
Sir Henry Kirk, as “Lahore Kirk Plan”. The plan failed as police killed Jagdish
(one of the key members who had to implement the plan).

● Pandit Parmanand of Jhansi claimed her as the Joan of Arc of India due to
her constant involvement in ensuring and keeping the ignition of revolution
alive among the people and comrades.

Sources:
1. https://thewire.in/history/sushila-didi-indian-freedom-movement
2. https://amritmahotsav.nic.in/unsung-heroes-detail.htm?2122

Unacademy Code: PIYUSHKHISTORY    Telegram Group: https://t.me/+5nTaja1sBtFmMjY1
Website: https://momentumias.com/ Contact: 8929879238

https://thewire.in/history/sushila-didi-indian-freedom-movement
https://amritmahotsav.nic.in/unsung-heroes-detail.htm?2122
https://t.me/+5nTaja1sBtFmMjY1
https://momentumias.com/


Mom
en

tum
 IA

S

6

Labonya Prabha Ghosh

● She was popularly known as Manbhumi Janani
● Despite her father being the headmaster of the Purulia Zilla School, she

never attained formal education.
● Associated with the Shilpashrama founded by her father, Risi Nabarun

Chandra, and husband, Atul Chandra Ghosh, in the Telkalpara, Purulia,
which functioned as the centre of revolutionaries and Congress members
who hailed from this area. (Leaders like Mahatma Gandhi, Chittaranjan Das,
and Subhash Chandra Bose organised their meetings in this venue).

● Participated in Salt Satyagraha in Purulia and organised Flag Satyagraha,
or Pataka Satyagraha in Konapara in 1945

● She was the first woman member chosen as a member of Lok Seva Sangha
in Purulia.

● She organised the Bhasha Andolan in the Manbhum District against the
obligatory imposition of Hindi over Bengalis after independence. For her
actions, she was arrested. However, it was this movement which brought the
district of Purulia under West Bengal.

Sources:
1. https://indianexpress.com/article/lifestyle/art-and-culture/labanya-prabha

-ghosh-jailed-during-freedom-struggle-bhasha-andolan-emergency-now-fo
rgotten-by-the-state-people-6305844/

2. https://indianculture.gov.in/node/2801048
3. http://purulia.gov.in/distAdmin/departments/dico/per4.html
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Abadi Bano Begum

● Mother of Maulana Shaukat Ali and Maulana Muhammad Ali
● She su�ered the trauma of 1857 revolt which ignited her with the desire to

set India free from the British
● Became widow at the very young age after her husband died from cholera
● Joined the demonstration that was regarding the release of her these two

sons
● One of the greatest voices of communal harmony who termed Hindus as

“Two Eyes of India”
● Though quite liberal in nature, she believed in strict purdah
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● She also inspired Indians to commit the Tilak Swaraj Fund, which was
constituted during the Non-Cooperation Movement.

● Abadi Bano Begum, with the assistance of Sarla Devi Chaudharani, Basanti
Devi, Begum Hasrat Mohani, and Sarojini Naidu, collected funds for
all-women meetings that were about promoting local wear during the
Non-Cooperation Movement.
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Suhasini Ganguly

● Take up a teaching job at a special school for the deaf and dumb
● Got in touch with Pritilata Waddedar and Kamla Dasgupta, two

revolutionaries who were also part of the Jugantar Group at that time
● She devoted her time to the Chhattri Sangha, which was there to recruit

and train new revolutionaries (Due to this, she came under the water-tight
surveillance of British police)

● She had to relocate herself to Chandannagore, a French territory to defy
her arrest order

● Provided shelters to revolutionaries who participated in the Chittagong
Armoury Raid

● However, a raid by British police under Charles Tegart on this place led to
the death of Jiban Ghoshal. Ganesh Ghosh, Suhasini Ganguly, and
Shashadhar Acharya were arrested

● Got arrested and kept in the Hijli Detention Camp (later came to be known
as IIT Kharagpur) due to her association with Bina Das who attempted to
kill the Bengal Governor, Stanley Jackson, under the British Criminal Law
Amendment Act, 1925. (British Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1925 was one of
the draconian laws of that time in the region to culminate revolutionary
activities and capture revolutionaries and conduct trials through tribunals
without a jury and way of appeal)

● Imprisoned again between 1942 and 1945 for sheltering Hemant Tarafdar as
he participated in the Quit India Movement

● Established ties with the Communist Party of India
Sources:

1. https://indianculture.gov.in/node/2794859
2. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suhasini_Ganguly
3. https://indianexpress.com/article/lifestyle/art-and-culture/suhasini-gangul

y-arrested-many-times-under-british-rule-she-went-to-jail-even-after-indep
endence-6303553/
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Parbati Giri

● Also known as “Mother Teresa of Western Orissa”
● Used to accompany her uncle, Ramachandra Giri in meetings where

Congress leaders used to come and talk about the political activities. Such
involvement helped her to engulf ideas of freedom

● Dropped out of the school at an age of 11 and started working with the
local assembly of Congress workers

● Mobilised people to participate in the Gandhi’s Khadi Andolan movement in
1940

● Quit India Movement displayed the spark of resilience and leadership in
her through the following actions:

- Went to Bargarh Court and instructed the advocates to vacate the
Court. Those who didn’t leave were presented with two bangles as a
symbol of cowardice. It was a way of non-cooperation with British
o�cials.

- Went to SDO O�ce in Bargarh and sat on the o�cial chair to pose
as a judge. When the judge came, she instructed three boys who
accompanied her to tie him with a rope as a culprit (Arrested for this
purpose for a time period of two years).

Sources
1. https://indianculture.gov.in/node/2790450
2. https://kalingatv.com/features/remembering-freedom-fighter-parbati-giri-o

f-odisha/
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Associated Pictures:
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Bina Das

● Her mother, Sarla Devi, used to run a women's hostel named Punya Ashram
in Calcutta. This place was also a decoy as it is an inventory for the bombs
and weapons used by the revolutionaries.

● Her father was a professor and inspired many youth on the path to
freedom, including Subhash Chandra Bose. Joined the Bengal Volunteers
Group founded by Bose in 1928

● Her entry to the Bethune College, Calcutta University, as she got the
exposure of the library that propagated the idea of freedom

● Along with other students, she organised a protest against the Simon
Commission in Calcutta

● This revolt led to the foundation of Chhatri Sangha (part of which was
Suhasini Ganguly as well). Here, the women were taught Lathi Lekha, a type
of wooden baton for defence during a fight

● In 1932, when Das came to know that the Governor of Bengal, Stanley
Jackson would be coming for the convocation of the ceremony, she took
the aid of Kamala Dasgupta (part of Jugantar Group) for availing of
weapons. She took five shots during the ceremony. Due to this, she was
denied the Bachelor’s Degree by the British authorities. However, her
statements that were recorded in the Calcutta High Court displayed the
plethora of knowledge she holds about religion and politics where she
showcased the distinction between Stanley Jackson as a Governor and
Stanley Jackson as an individual.

● Joined the Congress party after her release from the prison and
participated in the Quit India Movement

● Autobiography - Shrinkal Jhankar (1947)
Sources:

1. https://feminisminindia.com/2019/03/28/bina-das-freedom-fighter/
2. https://cmsadmin.amritmahotsav.nic.in/unsung-heroes-detail.htm?278
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Pushpalata Das

● At the age of 6, she joined a voluntary group, named Banar Sena (Monkey
Brigade) that used to promote swadeshi and khadi products

● Deeply motivated by the work and ideology of Bhagat Singh and organised
a boycott when he was given the death sentence

● She and her husband, Omeo Kumar Das, during the Quit India Movement,
were entrusted with the responsibility of organising the women of the
Darrang District

● These satyagrahis were divided into the groups, named Mrityu Bahini and
Shanti Bahini (The plan was to stage protests and hoist National Flag in
police stations of Gohpur, Dhekiajuli, Bihali, and Sootea on 20th September,
1942)

● Got influenced by the communist ideas and activism during her graduation
years in Earl Law College in Guwahati and advocated for civil rights and
national defense

● Became the coordinator of women’s wing of Assam Congress Committee
● She refused the Tamrapatra Freedom Fighter Awarded conferred by the

Assam Government with the reason that she never expected anything in
return

Sources
1. https://cmsadmin.amritmahotsav.nic.in/unsung-heroes-detail.htm?459
2. https://subharti.org/blog/pushpalata-das/
3. https://subharti.org/blog/pushpalata-das/
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Matagini Hazara

● Acquired formal education as she was the daughter of peasant
● Also known as Gandhi Buri
● Became a widow at the age of eighteen
● Participated in the Non-Cooperation movement in 1932 and was arrested

for her role in the Salt Satyagraha movement.
● After getting released, she persisted with the demand that the Salt Tax be

repealed
● Arrested again and imprisoned in Baharampur for six months.
● In 1933, she was hurt in a police baton charge after attending a

subdivisional Congress convention in Serampore.
● On 29 September 1942, 73-year-old Hazra led a large procession of around

6,000 protesters, mostly women, to take over the Tamluk police station from
British authorities.

● The police tried to stop the march, and amidst the mayhem that ensued
Hazra appealed to the police force to refrain from shooting at the
protestors. Her pleas went unheard, and she was brazenly shot at thrice.
She continued marching till she collapsed and died.

● The parallel Tamluk government incited open rebellion by praising her
"martyrdom for her country" and was able to function for two more years,
until it was disbanded in 1944, at Gandhi's request.

Sources:
1. https://wbchse.nic.in/html/matangini_hazra.html
2. https://cmsadmin.amritmahotsav.nic.in/unsung-heroes-detail.htm?317
3. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matangini_Hazra
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Chandraprabha Sakiani

● Born as Chandrapriya Mazumdar and changed her name to
“Chandraparbha Sakiani” herself

● A flag bearer for those individuals who advocated the ban of opium trade
in the region

● Fought against caste discrimination and through the teachings of
Srimanta Sankardeva

● Demanded the entry of women in religious places and their involvement in
rituals

● From the state of Assam, she was the second women novelist and through
her book, Pririvitha, she shed light on the life of Assamese women and their
value in those times

● She opened a school where she used to teach girls of whatever she has
learnt from the boys-based school

● Allied with Congress to participate in the Non-Cooperation Movement and
Civil Disobedience movement

● She also faced the social stigma of being unwed mother and faced this
issue for the entire life

Sources:
1. https://amritmahotsav.nic.in/unsung-heroes-detail.htm?94
2. http://www.streeshakti.com/bookC.aspx?author=4
3. https://nenow.in/north-east-news/assam/bbc-hindi-features-assams-femini

st-movement-pioneer-chandraprabha-saikiani.html
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Bhogeshwari Phokaneni

● Born in the Nagaon district, which was an important centre for
revolutionary activities

● Inspired her children to join the freedom movement
● Participated in the Quit India Movement at the age of 60
● She led the group who were against the seizure of Indian National

Congress o�ce during the movement
● One of the Captains shot her during the movement when she hit her with

the flagpole who has disrespected the same
● Fondly remembered as “60 Years Old Martyr”

Sources:
1. https://indianculture.gov.in/node/2796631
2. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bhogeswari_Phukanani
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Tileswari Barua

● Tileswari Barua, was shot at the age of 12 by the British, during the Quit
India Movement, when she and some freedom fighters tried to unfurl the
Tricolour atop a police station. (Youngest Martyr of the Movement)

● September 20 is observed in the Dhekiajuli town in Sonitpur district of
Assam as Martyrs’ Day

● Tileswari Barua went for the protest with Mrityu Vahini group
● Dhekiajuli, in fact, was the worst scene of police brutality during the Quit

India phase of the freedom movement in 1942.
● Other martyrs - Manbar Nath, Kumoli Devi, Mahiram Koch, Ratan Kachari,

Sarunath Chutia, Maniram Kachari, Tileswari Barua, Lerela Kachari, Dayal
Panika, Khahuli Devi, Mangal Kurku, Padumi Gogoi

● Kanaklata Barua was another leader who got martyred while hoisting a flag
in a police station on the same day in the Gohpur district.

Sources:
1. https://www.sentinelassam.com/topheadlines/pm-recognises-indias-young

est-martyr-tileswari-barua-after-eight-decades-523847
2. https://indianexpress.com/article/india/tileswari-barua-martyred-at-12-indi

a-hasnt-heard-of-her-youngest-freedom-hero-even-on-her-75th-anniversar
y-4852942/

3. https://amritmahotsav.nic.in/unsung-heroes-detail.htm?47
4. https://www.magzter.com/stories/News/Eastern-Panorama/Story-Behind-Til

eswari-Barua
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https://www.magzter.com/stories/News/Eastern-Panorama/Story-Behind-Tileswari-Barua
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Malati Devi Choudhury

● Indian civil rights and freedom activist
● Deeply influenced from the ideas of both Gandhi and Tagore
● From Tagore, he acquired education and notion of art and culture which

helped her to formulate her own guiding principles of life
● Participated in the Salt Satyagraha movement in Odisha with her newly wed

husband
● Played a central role in the peasant uprising in Orissa in the 1930s and

established the Utkal Provisional Kisan Sabha.
● Organized the ‘Krusaka Andolana’ (Farmers Movement) as part of the

freedom struggle against the zamindars and moneylenders, who exploited
the poor. (True Marxist in nature)

● In 1934, Malati Devi Choudhury became an important figure in Gandhi’s
padyatra in Orissa. (Gandhiji used to call her Toofane and Tagore as Minu)

● Her dedication towards the workers pushed Odisha towards socialism
● In 1946, Malati set up the Bajiraut Chhatravas which aimed to educate the

children of freedom fighters.
● Fought against untouchability and casteism
● Became the member of Constituent Assembly of India
● She advocated for adult education in rural reconstruction
● Joined the Bhoodan Movement with Acharya Vinobha Bhave

Additional Pictures:
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Sources:
1. https://amritmahotsav.nic.in/unsung-heroes-detail.htm?297
2. https://feminisminindia.com/2019/05/03/malati-devi-choudhuri-marxist-lea

der/
3. https://vikaspedia.in/aspirational-districts/bihar/jamui/know-your-district/

malati-devi-choudhury
4. https://www.wikiwand.com/en/Malati_Choudhury
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AV Kuttimalu Amma

● Married to the President of the Kerala Pradesh Congress Committee and
Minister in the Madras State, Kozhipurathu Madhava Menon

● Joined the Swadeshi movement in 1930 and soon became a popular figure
● Led groups of women in the picketing of foreign cloth-shops in Kozhikode

in the year 1931
● Apart from promoting the handloom, Kuttimalu is also remembered for

setting up orphanages in the state
● When leaders like Patel and Malviya got arrested, it was decided to observe

15th August 1930 as All India Political Su�erer’s Day for which the Mahila
Sangha under the leadership of Kuttimalu went around the entire town to
propagate this idea (It was the first time when women from Malabar region
joined the freedom movement)

● Joined the Civil Disobedience Movement by leading other women with her
2-month daughter in her arms

● Arrested for the protest for which she was imprisoned for 2 years where she
took her infant to the jail

● Addressed a meeting while taking the idea of Gandhi’s Individual
Satyagraha and got imprisoned for inciting protest

● Post her release, she joined the Delhi Chalo strike in 1944
Sources:

1. https://indianculture.gov.in/node/2794864
2. http://www.streeshakti.com/bookk.aspx?author=27
3. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A._V._Kuttimalu_Amma
4. https://www.inuth.com/india/women-freedom-fighters-of-india/how-av-kutti

malu-amma-fought-the-british-with-her-two-month-old-daughter-in-arms/
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Tararani Srivastava

● Another key figure in the Quit India Movement with her husband, Phulendu
Babu

● Quit India Movement made flag hoisting a quintessential portion
● Married at an age of 13 to Phulendu Babu which fuelled patriotic

sentiments to her
● Tararani Srivastava participated in the movement in Siwan
● On 12th August, 1942, she and her husband organized a march to Siwan

police station to hoist a flag where her husband got blows and severe
injuries

● Tararani bandaged those wounds with the strip of cloth worn from her sari
● She continued her march with an attempt to hoist the flag
● On her return, she found Phulendu Babu dead
● On 15th August 1942, a prayer meeting was held in Chhapra in honour of

her husband for his sacrifice for the country
Sources:

1. https://www.thebetterindia.com/154566/freedom-fighter-tara-rani-srivastav
a-tricolour/

2. https://indianculture.gov.in/node/2794858
3. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tara_Rani_Srivastava
4. https://dbpedia.org/page/Tara_Rani_Srivastava
5. https://amritmahotsav.nic.in/unsung-heroes-detail.htm?222
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Mridula Sarabhai

● Sister of Vikram Sarabhai, a nuclear and space scientist who had a key role
in establishing space programmes in India

● Secretary of the Videsh Kapada Bahishkar Samiti (Association for the
Boycott of Foreign Cloth)

● Daily processions were organized wherein women could be seen wearing
sa�ron saris with pinned badges of volunteers, meetings were held, and
pamphlets were distributed throughout the city

● Women volunteers stood in front of shops selling foreign cloths and liquor,
and convinced people not to buy these products

● She joined the Congress Seva Dal during the Salt Satyagraha
● Went to communal riots-a�ected areas like Ahemdabad (1941) and Meerut

(1946)
● Reasoned with rioters to ensure that peace gets restored
● She joined Gandhi in his Noakhali tour in 1946, when she saw Hindus being

butchered by Muslims and later in Bihar, where Hindus reciprocated with
double the brutality

● After partition and India attaining independence she worked on the
mission to recover and bring back abducted girls during movement of
people across borders

Additional Pictures:

Sources:
1. https://amritmahotsav.nic.in/unsung-heroes-detail.htm?139
2. https://www.mkgandhi.org/articles/mridula-sarabhai.html
3. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mridula_Sarabhai
4. https://www.iloveindia.com/indian-heroes/mridula-sarabhai.html
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Avantibai Lodhi

● One of the earliest leaders who participated during the 1857 revolt
● She was the queen of Ramgarh (present day, Dindori in Madhya Pradesh)
● The British declared Ramgarh as a ‘Court of Wards’ and appointed their

own administrator for the kingdom in place of Avanti Bai.
● She protested against the Doctrine of Lapse rule after her husband (King

Vikramaditya Lodhi) died and the British East India Company tried to
annex her kingdom

● Sent urgent emissaries to the rulers of neighboring kingdoms to join her in
the war against British subjugation

● Avanti Bai’s appeal succeeded in rousing a wave of revolution in the central
provinces.

● Her first battle with the British took place in the village of Kheri near
Mandla

● Using guerrilla warfare tactics, she attacked the camp of British General
Waddington, plunging the camp into chaos.

● She led an army of 4000 and won the first phase of the battle against
Britishers

● However, Britishers came back with a huge jolt in vengeance
● East India launched an attack on Ramgarh and set it on fire and followed

the queen up to Devhairgarh
● Committee suicide in 1858

Sources:
1. https://amritmahotsav.nic.in/unsung-heroes-detail.htm?314
2. https://www.thebetterindia.com/132820/rani-avanti-bai-ramgarh-army-fight-

british/
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Baiza Bai

● Married to Daulat Rao Scindia, the ruler of Gwalior
● Baiza had inherited her father’s (whom she had since secured to the

position of Dewan of Gwalior) anti-British sentiment, and thus a
friction with the rather Anglo-complaisant and conflict-averse king.

● She accompanied her husband during the Maratha wars with the
British, and she fought against Arthur Wellesley, the future Duke of
Wellington, at the Battle of Assaye

● During the British campaign against the Pindaris, she had urged her
husband to support the Peshwa Baji Rao II against them

● When Daulat Rao submitted to British demands, she even left him
briefly, accusing him of cowardice

● She was also fiercely opposed to the Scindia surrender of Ajmer to
the British

● In Ujjain, Baiza Bai was the head of two banking firms: Nathji Kishan
Das and Nathji Bhagwan Das. The English seized her banking houses
in Banaras.

● Towards the mid 30s, her kingdom started destabilising, owing to her
economic policies backfiring, in turn due to the company gaining
unanticipated and unprecedented control

● Such was the e�ciency of Baiza Bai, that amongst the British media
and bureaucracy criticism of the o�cial decision of enacting her
displacement was heavily criticised.

Sources:
1. https://amritmahotsav.nic.in/unsung-heroes-detail.htm?2275
2. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baiza_Bai
3. https://feminisminindia.com/2019/06/06/baiza-bai-maratha-banker-queen/
4. https://madrascourier.com/biography/baiza-bai-the-banker-warrior-queen-of-

gwalior/
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Annapurna Moharana

● Born on 3 November, 1917 to illustrious freedom fighter and Gandhian
parents Ramadevi and Gopabandhu Chowdhury

● Member of Vanar Sena, a group of children who dedicated themselves for
the success of freedom movement

● Became active in anti-British activities from an early age
● In 1934 when Gandhiji marched from Puri to Bhadrak which was meant to

create awareness about evil of untouchability, Annapurna joined the march
● Arrested for her participation in the Civil Disobedience Movement and Quit

India Movement
● Staunch supporter of Bhoodan Movement of Vinoba Bhave
● Advocated the cause of the dacoits of Chambal who surrendered for

integrating them into the mainstream
● She worked at the Alaka Ashram at Bari, a small village near Puri, Orissa, to

implement Gandhi’s vision of village India
● Throughout her life, she worked tirelessly to eradicate poverty, superstition

and illiteracy from the society and followed the Gandhian principles.

Sources:
1. https://sambadenglish.com/remembering-5-women-freedom-fighters-odish

a/
2. https://enewsinsight.com/a-tribute-to-freedom-fighter-annapurna-mohara

na/
3. https://amritmahotsav.nic.in/unsung-heroes-detail.htm?1311

Unacademy Code: PIYUSHKHISTORY    Telegram Group: https://t.me/+5nTaja1sBtFmMjY1
Website: https://momentumias.com/ Contact: 8929879238

https://sambadenglish.com/remembering-5-women-freedom-fighters-odisha/
https://sambadenglish.com/remembering-5-women-freedom-fighters-odisha/
https://enewsinsight.com/a-tribute-to-freedom-fighter-annapurna-moharana/
https://enewsinsight.com/a-tribute-to-freedom-fighter-annapurna-moharana/
https://amritmahotsav.nic.in/unsung-heroes-detail.htm?1311
https://t.me/+5nTaja1sBtFmMjY1
https://momentumias.com/


Mom
en

tum
 IA

S

26

Leela Rai

● Spent twelve years of her life behind the bars for the cause of Indian
freedom struggle

● Her heart was full of emotions towards the hardships of widows and
orphans of the country

● Began a communication through the medium of writing letters to the great
contemporary social reformers such as Rabindranth Tagore

● During Tagore’s visit to Dhaka, Tagore praised the managerial quality of
Leela Rai as being the 'best in class amongst the women in East'

● Began revolutionary work in the field of women education and established
an organization for the same named 'Deepavali Association'. She opened
the second school for women in Dhaka with the help of co-workers who
were dedicated to this cause.

● Established another organization titled 'Chatri Singh’
● After the arrest of Netaji in 1940, she became the editor of Forward Block

and continued to publish it till it was banned by the government
● Member of the Legislative Council Committee and also a member of the

National Planning Committee formed by Netaji in 1937
● Criticised leaders such as Mahatma Gandhi for propagating a limited role

for women in public life- restricted to managing domestic responsibilities.

Sources:
1. https://amritmahotsav.nic.in/unsung-heroes-detail.htm?183
2. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leela_Roy
3. https://www.constitutionofindia.net/constituent_assembly_members/leela_r

oy
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Durgavati Vohra

● Known as the 'The Agni of India’
● Had tremendous influence on revolutionaries such as Bhagat Singh,

Ashafaqullah and Chandra Shekhar Azad
● Wielded a strong influence on the members of the Hindustan Socialist

Republican Association (HSRA)
● Married at the age of 11 years to Professor BhagwatiCharan Vohra, a

member of HSRA
● Active member of the Naujawan Bharat Sabha, and she assisted in the

escape of Bhagat Singh from Lahoreafter the Saunders killing
● Openly opposed the sentence awarded to Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev and

Rajguru
● Sold her ornaments worth Rs. 3,000 in order to rescue Bhagat Singh and his

comrades
● As a revenge for their hanging, Durga decided to kill Lord Hailey

(ex-Governor of Punjab), who was also a staunch enemy of the
revolutionaries. Although the Governor escaped, his aides were injured

● Arrested and awarded imprisonment for three years for this cause

Sources:
1. https://amritmahotsav.nic.in/unsung-heroes-detail.htm?96
2. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Durgawati_Devi
3. https://www.indiatimes.com/entertainment/bollywood/7-reasons-the-forgott

en-durgawati-devi-was-a-terror-for-the-british-raj-and-must-be-remembere
d-251757.html
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Most Probable Questions
Prelims

Q1. With reference to Quit India Movement, consider the following statements:
1. Quit India Movement gave the stage to local leaders to come forward and

lead the movement when prominent leaders were behind the bars.
2. The Quit India Movement turned out to be more violent than that of the

Non-Cooperation and Civil Disobedience movement.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
A. Only 1
B. Only 2
C. Both 1 and 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2

Q2. Given below are the statements associated with 1857 revolt:
1. Satara was the first state that was annexed on the grounds of Doctrine of

Lapse.
2. Avanti Bai, queen of Raigarh, protested against the annexation of her

territory carried out under the doctrine of lapse
3. The Doctrine of Lapse became a major ground of contention between

princely states and the British East India Company.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?

A. Only 1
B. Only 2
C. Only 3
D. Only 1 and 3

Q3. She became a member of the Constituent Assembly. She was the flag bearer
of peasant uprisings in the state of Odisha in the 1930s and advocated for adult
education in the rural strata to uplift the most deprived sections, i.e., status of
women. Identify the personality.
A. Mrinalini Sarabhai
B. Leela Rai
C. Malati Devi Choudhury
D. Bina Das

Q4. Which among the following became the youngest martyr of the Quit India
Movement?
A. Tileswari Barua
B. Baiza Bai
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C. Suhasini Ganguly
D. Labonya Probha Ghosh

Q5. With the reference to women freedom fighters, which of the following
statements are correct?
1. Women have been given the secondary roles sometimes to shelter

revolutionaries.
2. Women freedom fighters got prominence during the Quit India Movement.

Select the correct code:
A. Only 1
B. Only 2
C. Both 1 & 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2

Q6. The famous “Lahore Kirk Plan” is associated with -
A. Ajit Singh
B. Lala Hardayal
C. Bhagwati Charan Vohra
D. Bhagat Singh

1   - C 4  -  A

2  - D 5  -  C

3  - C 6  -  D

Mains
Q1. Cite the challenges that were faced by the women freedom fighters. How did
their contribution increase during the 1940s?

Q2. Quit India Movement became a crucial ground to ensure that local leaders
can get more prominence and recognition while national leaders are in jail.
Elaborate.

Q3. How did the rise of women freedom fighters during the freedom movement
ensure that the upliftment of society is possible?
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Vishleshan - Short Session Concrete Analysis

Short Sessions Concrete Analysis - Vishleshan (Unsung Heroines & Heroes)

Short Session Concrete Analysis - Vishleshan (UPSC Prelims Questions Discussion
History and Art & Culture)
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Short Session Concrete Analysis - Vishleshan (UPSC Prelims Questions Discussion
Geography)

Short Session Concrete Analysis - Vishleshan (Polity & PSIR Videos)
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Momentum IAS is keen to deliver the right tenets of any topic associated
with UPSC CSE exam. Short Sessions Concrete Analysis is our forte where
we cater to the requirements of the candidates by helping them out with

those videos or visual content that are necessary to derive the unmatched
points that you can use in your answers.

Presenting those pieces that created impact:

S.R. Topic Video URL

1 Basics of Chola Administration https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=xVSRpRfM-10&t
=47s

2 Western Disturbances https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=u1Bdd6Php7w&
t=481s

3 Ashoka’s Major Edicts https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=v0AOIXdnvvU&
t=21s

4 Radical Humanism - MN Roy https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=GYTuTmr3_Fs&t
=1350s

5 Schools of Sculpture https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=iL-EsdlLJeM&t
=5s

6 Money Bill Part - 1 https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=AkoseBGOND
M&t=124s

7 Money Bill Part - 2 https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=vO6UIdhjI9c&t
=361s

8 Unsung Heroines of Freedom
Movement - 1

https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=OoXBYP6fNy4
&t=1s

9 UPSC Prelims 2021 Geography
Questions

https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=p05JLbN80OA
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