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Digital Public Infrastructure
Prelims & GS Paper - III

Context: Pointing to the significance of Global South, India listed out accelerated,
inclusive, and resilient growth and progress on Sustainable Development, with digital
public infrastructure as one of the top priorities.

About:
● Public infrastructure is fundamentally non-excludable, meaning one can’t be denied its

use without just and equitable reason.
● Many digital services—communications, entertainment, and e-commerce—have become

so ubiquitous today that they are beginning to redefine what comes under necessary
infrastructure.

● Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) comprises foundational population-scale technology
systems on which the digital economy operates, such as identity systems, payment
systems, data exchanges, and social registries.

3 Design Features of Digital Public Infrastructure:
● Interoperable: To maximize their benefits to users, DPIs must be fundamentally

interoperable. This will ensure that user data does not get trapped in silos and becomes
inaccessible to all but a few stakeholders who will extract value from them. A lack of
interoperability also denies customers the benefits arising from competitive markets,
including improved services and greater innovation.
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● Modular: DPIs should also be modular by design. Rather than developing a monolithic
design, we should think of it as a stack of components that can be assembled in different
configurations. Some components will be foundational, such as those that identify
network participants uniquely in the ecosystem, and those that serve as registries.
Others, such as the payments components or the data transfer request frameworks, will
be operational but only invoked in connection with certain aspects of the service.

● Protocols: Central to this design philosophy is a set of common protocols to which all
components must adhere. This will allow components that are developed by different
entities to interact with each other. Care must be taken to ensure that the incentives of
the various network participants are appropriately aligned. Their ability to exercise
control over various components of the infrastructure will affect their incentives.

Stakeholders of Digital Public Infrastructure:
● Public Entities: Public enterprises lack the experience needed to design and implement

innovative digital platforms. Their thinking tends to be path dependent and the systems
they build cleave closely to traditional processes. Left entirely to the public sector, DPIs
will merely digitize existing offline processes.

● Private Entities: Private entities are entrepreneurial and innovative by nature, attributes
that must be put to good use in the design of DPIs. They are motivated by commercial
outcomes and will always maximize shareholder profit. Solutions often require values
(such as equity and access, which are not copacetic with private sector targets),
particularly when digital goods are being built in nascent or non-existent markets.

● Non-Profit Entities: Non-profit entities also have a role to play in building DPIs. Where
there is insufficient commercial incentive for private entities to invest in essential
components of the DPI, philanthropic capital, which usually has a long time-horizon,
could step in. One key area of non-profit funding is research and conceptualisation of
digital public goods.

Elements of Good Digital Public Infrastructure
● Trust: Building trust in the context of DPI has

many dimensions—from data security and
privacy to institutional accountability and
grievance redressal, to proactive
communication and change management.

● Access: Digital accessibility—access to digital
connectivity as well as digital literacy—is
fundamental to the adoption of DPI. It is also
critical, especially for low- and middle-income
countries starting their DPI journeys, to ensure
that digitisation does not deepen existing
regional and socioeconomic divides.

● Collaborative: The ability to collaboratively
build solutions on top of core technology
infrastructure or to reuse and repurpose digital
building blocks to create new solutions makes
the current approach to building DPI unique
and different from past approaches. This
opens the possibility for individuals, startups,
non-profits, and others to contribute to
population-scale digital solutions. Open-source
software and building collaborative
communities are the two key elements to
making this happen.

Initiatives to boost Digital Usage in India
● Digital India: Under this programme, the

government aims to provide high-speed
internet connectivity across the length and
breadth of the country. Programmes under this
scheme:
➢ BHIM UPI
➢ DigiLocker
➢ GSTN
➢ eNAM
➢ SWAYAM
➢ Jeevan Pramaan
➢ eHospital
➢ National Scholarship Portal, etc.

● Aarogya Setu: It is a digital service, primarily
a mobile application, developed by the
Government of India and is aimed at protecting
the citizens during COVID-19. It is designed to
augment the initiatives of the Government of
India by informing the people of their potential
risk of COVID-19 infection and the best
practices to be followed to stay healthy, as well
as providing them relevant and curated
medical advisories.

● DigiLocker: It is enabling paperless
governance by providing digital space for 3.2
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Important Schemes:
● SPECS: The Scheme for Promotion of

Manufacturing of Electronic Components and
Semiconductors (SPECS) helps to offset the
disability for domestic manufacturing of
electronic components and semiconductors to
strengthen the electronics manufacturing
ecosystem in the country.

● EMC 2.0: Modified Electronics Manufacturing
Clusters (EMC 2.0) Scheme has been notified
on 1 April 2020 with an objective to address
the disabilities, by providing support for
creation of world class infrastructure along with
common facilities and amenities, including
Ready Built Factory (RBF) sheds/
plug-and-play facilities for attracting major
global electronics manufacturers along with
their supply chain to set up units in the country.

● Production-Linked Incentive Scheme (PLI)
for Large Scale Electronics Manufacturing
offers a production-linked incentive to boost
domestic manufacturing and attract large
investments in mobile phone manufacturing
and specified electronic components, including
Assembly, Testing, Marking and Packaging
(ATMP) units.

● National Policy on Electronics: It is prepared
after extensive stakeholder consultation,
envisages to position India as a global hub for
ESDM with thrust on exports by encouraging
and driving capabilities in the country for
developing core components, including
chipsets, and creating an enabling
environment for the industry to compete
globally.

crore users for their more than 369 crore
documents.

● MeghRaj: In order to utilize and harness the
benefits of Cloud Computing, the Government
has embarked upon an ambitious initiative −
GI Cloud, which has been named MeghRaj.

● MyGov: MyGov has laid the robust foundation
for citizen engagement and participatory
governance in the country by providing a
common digital platform, where citizens can
share their views on government programmes
and schemes.

● SWAYAM: It provides more than 2,000 open
courses, and SWAYAMPRABHA, a group of 32
DTH TV channels devoted to telecasting of
high-quality educational programmes.

3



Religious Conversions
Prelims & GS Paper - II

Context: The Supreme Court said that acts of charity or good work to help a community
or the poor should not cloak an intention to convert them religiously as payback.

About:
● Religious conversion is the adoption of a set of beliefs identified with one particular

religious denomination to the exclusion of others. It is basically a practice where an
Individual renounces his original religion and adapts to different religions and ideals.

● Religious conversion would describe the abandoning of adherence to one denomination
and affiliating with another.

● There are various reasons for which people do convert their religion like:
➢ Voluntary Conversions i.e. conversions by free choice or because of change of

beliefs.
➢ Forceful Conversions i.e. conversions by coercion, undue influence or

inducement.
➢ Marital Conversions i.e. conversions due to marriage.
➢ Conversion for convenience.

● The question whether ‘right to convert’ comes under the ambit of ‘right to propagate any
religion’ holds fundamental importance to determine the constitutionality of
anti-conversion laws.
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Laws Regarding Conversion:
● If a conversion takes place for any wrongful gain then it will not be considered as a valid

conversion.
● Anti-conversion laws basically came into the picture to stop religious conversions made

due to fraud, force, inducement or allurement. But the problem arises in the ambiguous
definitions of these terms fraud, force, inducement etc.

● Once conversion of religion has taken place then it has to be notified in the Government
Gazette so that converted religion can be mentioned in all the legal documents too. In
Kailash Sonkar vs. Smt. Maya Devi, Supreme Court adopted the same approach for
reconversion. In case if clergy wants to convert his religion, he can do so with the
permission of the district magistrate.

● During colonial times, there were particular states with anti-conversion laws in India.
These laws were enforced to protect the identity of the Hindu religion. Some princely
states with these laws were Jodhpur, Patna, Bikaner, Surguja, Kalahandi, Udaipur, and
Kota.

● Central level:
➢ After attaining independence, the first bill was introduced in 1954 and was called

the Indian Conversion Bill. The idea behind this bill was to license the
missionaries, and anybody who gets converted should be registered with the
Government officials. However, the bill did not get the required support in Lok
Sabha.

➢ The next bill or anti-conversion law was brought to Parliament in 1960 and was
called the Backward Communities Bill. This bill stated Christianity, Islam,
Zoroastrianism, and Judaism as non-Indian religions. And it aimed to discover
the conversion of Hindus to these non-Indian religions.

➢ This bill was followed by the Freedom of Religion Bill in 1979. This bill also
crashed in Parliament by not gathering enough support. It aimed at curbing
inter-religious conversions.

➢ Finally, in 2015, the union law ministry said that it is not possible to enforce a bill
on fraudulent religious conversions at the national level.

● State level:
➢ The first Indian State to adopt an anti-conversion law was Orissa back in 1968,

followed by Madhya Pradesh in the same year and Arunachal Pradesh in 1978.
➢ Till date, there are in all seven states who have managed to pass anti-conversion

laws but only Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, Gujarat, Chhattisgarh and Himachal
Pradesh are the states in which anti-conversion laws are in force. Karnataka has
recently joined the list.

➢ The anti-conversion laws in HP and Uttarakhand declare a marriage to be void if
the main reason behind marriage was conversion. States like Tamil Nadu in 2002
and Rajasthan in 2006 and 2008 also passed similar clauses. But unfortunately,
for Tamil Nadu, it got repealed in 2006 due to protests by Christian minorities.
And for Rajasthan, the State Governor and the President of India did not pass
their consent on it.

Judicial Aspect
● In Stanislaus Rev. v. State of MP, Supreme Court held that the right to propagate one’s religion means

the right to communicate a person’s beliefs to another person or to expose the tenets of that faith, but
would not include the right to ‘convert’ another person to the former’s faith because the latter person is
“equally entitled to freedom of conscience” which words precede the word ‘propagate’. It also held that
Article 25 of the Indian Constitution does not cover religious conversion.

5



● In Sarla Mudgal, President Kalyani and others vs. UOI and others, a Hindu husband converted his
religion to Islam and solemnized a second marriage as polygamy is permitted in Islam. Supreme Court
held that such marriages would be void on the grounds of bigamy under section 17 of the Hindu Marriage
Act, 1955 and such person will be held liable under section 494 of the Indian Penal Code, 1860.

● In Faheem Ahmed vs. Maviya @ Luxmi, respondent converted to Islam for getting membership of the
library at Jama Masjid. Court held the conversion invalid as it did take place for the wrongful gain only.

● In Perumal Nadar (dead) by Legal Representative v. Ponnuswami Nadar, it was held that no formal
ceremony of purification or expiration is necessary to effectuate conversion.

● The Lata Singh vs State of UP case talks about the right to marry and inter caste marriage. It was said
that the Constitution will remain strong only if we all accept the plurality and diversity of our culture of
India. The relatives dissatisfied by the inter-religious marriage of the inter-faith couple could opt to cut off
their social relations rather than resort to violence or harassment.

Loopholes:
● According to a report submitted by the USCIRF in 2016 and 2018, the surveyors have

found out that these laws do not require any evidence to prove someone guilty of their
wrongdoing. So many times, there have been unnecessary arrests and violent
processions against religious minorities. A recent report by USCIRF states that in 2017,
religious minority leaders and their followers had to face intimidating threats and arrests
due to these laws.

● Violation of Article 25: The laws in Odisha and Madhya Pradesh both prohibited
conversions from one religion to another if it was made on the basis of force, fraud or
any inducement and allurement by way of any gift or gratification or material benefit.

● Gujarat High Court granted an interim stay to the provisions prohibiting conversion by
marriage in amendments to the Freedom of Religion Act, 2003. The court said that this
would interfere with the right to the choice of an individual guaranteed under right to life
in Article 21 of the Constitution.

● Allahabad High Court allowed the registration of the marriages of 17 interfaith couples
even though they had not obtained the district authority’s approval for conversion, as
required by the Uttar Pradesh anti-conversion law. The court asked the state authorities
and the families of the couples to restrain themselves from “interfering with the life,
liberty and privacy” of these individuals.
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Sub-categorization of OBCs
Prelims & GS Paper - II

Context: The commission for the sub-categorization of the OBC is now in the final stages
of finishing its task of coming up with a formula to further classify the nearly 3000 caste
groups and preparing a report on it.

Commission on Sub-Categorization of OBCs:
● The sub-categorisation is being demanded as a handful of total communities get a major

chunk of the reserved jobs and seats in educational institutes.
● The commission was set up by the President under Article 340 of the Indian Constitution

to sub-categorise OBCs so that the benefits of reservation reach all of them.
● OBCs get 27 per cent reservation in jobs and education provided by the Centre.
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● According to 2018 data, just ten OBC communities have taken the 25 percent of
reserved central jobs and institutional seats. Also, 97 per cent of the reserved jobs and
seats have gone to 25 percent of OBC sub-castes.

● As many as 983, or 37 per cent, of the 2,600 communities under the OBC category have
zero representation in jobs and institutes. And only 2.68 per cent reservation has been
used by 994 castes.

● As there is limited data on the population of various subcategories of OBCs, the
commission was appointed to collect it. This is expected to help the government in
forming official OBC sub-categories and ensure a more equitable representation of all
sub-communities.

● The four-member commission is headed by former Delhi High Court judge, Justice G.
Rohini (retd), while the other members are Dr J.K. Bajaj, Director, Centre for Policy
Studies, Gauri Basu, Director, Anthropological Survey of India, Kolkata (ex-officio
member), and Vivek Joshi, Registrar General and Census Commissioner (ex-officio
member).

History:
● Quota systems favoring certain castes and other communities existed before

independence in several areas of British India.
● Rajarshi Shahu, the Maharaja of the princely state of Kolhapur, introduced reservation in

favor of non-Brahmin and backward classes, much of which came into force in 1902. He
provided free education to everyone and opened several hostels to make it easier for
them to receive it. He also tried to ensure that people thus educated were suitably
employed, and he appealed both for a class-free India and the abolition of untouchability.
His 1902 measures created 50 percent reservation for backward communities.

● In 1918, at the behest of several non-Brahmin organizations criticizing Brahmin
domination of administration, the Mysore Raja Nalvadi Krishnaraja Wadiyar created a
committee to implement reservations for non-Brahmins in government jobs and
education over the opposition of his Diwan M. Viswesvaraya, who resigned in protest.

● The British Raj introduced elements of reservation in the Government of India Act of
1909 and there were many other measures put in place prior to independence.

● A significant one emerged from the Round Table Conference of June 1932, when the
Prime Minister of Britain, Ramsay MacDonald, proposed the Communal Award,
according to which separate representation was to be provided for Muslims, Sikhs,
Indian Christians, Anglo-Indians, and Europeans. The depressed classes, roughly
corresponding to the STs and SCs, were assigned a number of seats to be filled by
election from constituencies in which only they could vote, although they could also vote
in other seats.

● In 1942, Viceroy's Executive Council recommended 8.5 per cent reservation for
Scheduled Castes in civil services. B R Ambedkar was a member of the council.

Steps during Independent India:
● Indian Constitution commits to reservations for Scheduled Castes and Tribes. A

Government Order excluded converts (except four Sikh Dalit castes) but by 1990s, Sikh
and Buddhist castes were included, but Christian and Muslim Dalits remain excluded.

● First amendment in Constitution to legalize caste-based reservation in face of court
cases against quota.

● In 1954, the Ministry of Education suggested that 20 percent of places should be
reserved for the SCs and STs in educational institutions with a provision to relax
minimum qualifying marks for admission by 5 percent wherever required. In 1982, it was
specified that 15 percent and 7.5 percent of vacancies in public sector and
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government-aided educational institutes should be reserved for the SC and ST
candidates, respectively.

● The Mandal Commission report recommending 27 per cent reservation to OBCs is
implemented by Prime Minister V P Singh.

● In 2019, Parliament passes Article 15 amendment bill allowing 10 per cent quota for poor
in higher education and jobs by bringing 103rd Constitutional Amendment Act.

● Reservation in the legislature was only till 1960 but it has been extended every 10 years.
Latest extension was made in 2010 and is valid up to 26 January 2020. There was never
a deadline for reservation in education and jobs.
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