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China - Indian Ocean Region Forum
Prelims & GS Paper - II

Context: China convened a first “China - Indian Ocean Region Forum” bringing together
19 countries from the region and all of India’s neighbors, except for India itself, the lone
absentee from a new Beijing strategic initiative.

About:
● China continued its growing forays into South Asia and the Indian Ocean Region

(IOR) as it organized the first high-level China-Indian Ocean Region Forum on
Development Cooperation.

● The event was quietly held along with many other events including the 6th China-South
Asia expo, and the China-Indian Ocean region think tank forum in a hybrid format in
Kunming.

● The forum was hosted by China International Development Cooperation Agency
(CIDCA) which according to its website formulates policies and coordinates major
foreign aid issues.

● CIDCA is high-level representatives of 19 countries, including Indonesia, Pakistan,
Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Maldives, Nepal, Afghanistan, Iran, Oman, South
Africa, Kenya, Mozambique, Tanzania, Seychelles, Madagascar, Mauritius,
Djibouti, Australia and representatives of three international organizations were present
at the hybrid forum.

● It is learned that India was not invited to this forum which is seen by experts as an
attempt to challenge India’s traditional presence in the region amid apprehensions of
politicization of the Indian Ocean region.
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● China is a dialogue partner of the IORA, along with Russia, the US and several
European countries. In IONS too, which brings together 24 countries in the region,
China, which is not an Indian Ocean country, is one among several observers.

Objectives:
● China proposed the establishment of a blue economy think tank network for China

and countries in the Indian Ocean region with the support of (the province of) Yunnan.
● The areas on which the countries vowed to focus were tackling the Covid-19 pandemic,

climate crisis, increasing disaster risks, marine biodiversity loss, marine pollution,
and their impact on economic and social stability and development that countries in the
region have suffered.

Indian Ocean Rim Association:
● The Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) is a dynamic inter-governmental

organization aimed at strengthening regional cooperation and sustainable
development within the Indian Ocean region through its 23 Member States and 10
Dialogue Partners.

● The Indian Ocean Rim Association is an intergovernmental organization which was
established on 7 March 1997.

● IORA’s apex body is the Council of Foreign Ministers (COM) which meets annually.
● It is based on the principles of Open Regionalism for strengthening Economic

Cooperation particularly on Trade Facilitation and Investment Promotion as well as
Social Development of the region.

● Six priority areas ⇒
➢ Maritime security
➢ Trade and investment facilitation
➢ Fisheries management
➢ Disaster risk reduction
➢ Academic and scientific cooperation
➢ Tourism promotion and cultural exchanges
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Himalayan Yak
Prelims

Context: The Himalayan Yak has earned the food animal tag from the Food Safety and
Standard Authority of India.

Himalayan Yak:
● It is a species of long-haired domesticated cattle found throughout the Himalayan

region of the Indian subcontinent, the Tibetan Plateau, Kachin State (Northern
Myanmar), Yunnan, Sichuan, Gilgit-Baltistan (Kashmir), and as far north as Mongolia
and Siberia.

● Physical Characteristics:

3



➢ Yaks are heavily built animals with bulky frames, sturdy legs, rounded,
cloven hooves, and extremely dense, long fur that hangs down lower than the
belly.

➢ While wild yaks are generally dark, blackish to brown in colouration, domestic
yaks can be quite variable in color, often having patches of rusty brown and
cream.

➢ They have small ears and wide foreheads, with smooth horns that are generally
dark in color.

➢ Yak physiology is well adapted to high altitudes, having larger lungs and heart
than cattle found at lower altitudes, as well as greater capacity for transporting
oxygen through their blood, due to the persistence of fetal hemoglobin throughout
life.

➢ Yaks are traditionally reared under a transhumance system which is primitive,
unorganized and full of hardship.

● Reproduction: Yaks mate in the summer, typically between July and September,
depending on the local environment. For the remainder of the year, many bulls wander
in small bachelor groups away from the large herds, but, as the rut approaches, they
become aggressive and regularly fight among each other to establish dominance.

● Yak Meat: Yak meat is 96% lean red meat with extremely low levels of palmitic acid
and saturated fats linked to heart disease and high cholesterol. People in the remote
mountains also use Yak blood as medicine.

● Yak Population: The drastic decline in yak population could be attributed to less
remuneration from the bovid, discouraging the younger generations from continuing with
nomadic yak rearing. It is mainly because yak milk and meat are not a part of the
conventional dairy and meat industry, their sale is limited to local consumers.
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PSLV - C54
Prelims & GS Paper - III

Context: In one of the longest missions, the Indian Space Research Organization
successfully placed nine satellites, including an Earth Observation Satellite (EOS - 06) in
multiple orbits with the help of the space agency’s Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle.

About:
● EOS-06 is the third generation satellite in the Oceansat series, which provides

continued services of Oceansat-2 with enhanced payload capability.
● The satellite onboard carries four important payloads viz. Ocean Color Monitor

(OCM-3), Sea Surface Temperature Monitor (SSTM), Ku-Band Scatterometer
(SCAT-3), ARGOS.

● The EOS-06 is envisaged to observe ocean color data, sea surface temperature and
wind vector data to use in oceanography, climatic and meteorological applications.
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● The 44.4 meter tall rocket lifted off at a prefixed time at 11.56 am from Satish Dhawan
Space Centre at this spaceport.

Earth Observation Satellite:
● An Earth observation satellite or Earth remote sensing satellite is a satellite used or

designed for Earth observation (EO) from orbit, including spy satellites and similar
ones intended for non-military uses such as environmental monitoring,
meteorology, cartography and others.

● The most common type are Earth imaging satellites, that take satellite images,
analogous to aerial photographs; some EO satellites may perform remote sensing
without forming pictures, such as in GNSS radio occultation.

● Applications:
➢ Weather:

★ A weather satellite is a type of satellite that is primarily used to monitor
the weather and climate of the Earth.

★ These meteorological satellites, however, see more than clouds and
cloud systems.

★ City lights, fires, effects of pollution, auroras, sand and dust storms,
snow cover, ice mapping, boundaries of ocean currents, energy
flows, etc., are other types of environmental information collected using
weather satellites.

➢ Environmental Monitoring:
★ Other environmental satellites can assist environmental monitoring by

detecting changes in the Earth's vegetation, atmospheric trace gas
content, sea state, ocean color, and ice fields.

★ By monitoring vegetation changes over time, droughts can be monitored
by comparing the current vegetation state to its long term average.

★ These types of satellites are almost always in Sun-synchronous and
"frozen" orbits.

★ A sun-synchronous orbit passes over each spot on the ground at the
same time of day, so that observations from each pass can be more
easily compared, since the sun is in the same spot in each observation.

★ A "frozen" orbit is the closest possible orbit to a circular orbit that is
undisturbed by the oblateness of the Earth, gravitational attraction from
the sun and moon, solar radiation pressure, and air drag.
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Qutb Shahi Dynasty
Prelims

Context: Qutb Shahi complex in Hyderabad has received the Award of Merit for the
conservation work from UNESCO.

About:
● The Qutb Shahi dynasty also called as Golconda Sultanate was a Persianate Shia

Islam dynasty of Turkoman origin that ruled the sultanate of Golkonda in southern
India.

● After the collapse of the Bahmani Sultanate, the Qutb Shahi dynasty was established
in 1512 AD by Sultan-Quli Qutb-ul-Mulk.

● In 1636, Mughal emperor Shah Jahan forced the Qutb Shahis to recognize Mughal
suzerainty and pay periodic tributes.

● The dynasty came to an end in 1687 during the reign of its seventh sultan Abul
Hasan Qutb Shah, when the Mughal ruler Aurangzeb arrested and jailed Abul
Hasan for the rest of his life in Daulatabad, incorporating Golconda into the Mughal
empire.

● The kingdom extended from the parts of modern-day states of Karnataka, Andhra
Pradesh, Odisha and Telangana.

● The Golconda sultanate was constantly in conflict with the Adil Shahis and Nizam
Shahis.

● The early Qutb Shahi sultans prohibited Hindus from observing their religious
festivals.
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● During the reign of Muhammad Quli Qutb Shah (1580–1611), who was a more
tolerant ruler, the Hindus were allowed to observe their religious festivals like Diwali
and Holi in open.

● Later Sultans such as Tana Shah, appointed Brahmin Hindus such as Madanna and
Akkanna as ministers in charge of tax collection and exchequer. However, this led to
significant factionalism between the Muslim elites and the rising power of the Brahmin
Hindus. The Muslim faction reached out to Aurangzeb, who sent a regiment led by his
son to attack Golconda.

Economy:
● The Golconda Sultanate was notoriously wealthy. While its primary source of

revenue was land tax, the sultanate greatly profited from its monopoly on diamond
production from mines in the southern districts of the kingdom.

● The sultanate also had control over the Krishna and Godavari deltas, giving it access to
craft production in the villages of the area, where goods like textiles were produced.

● Cotton Weaving:
➢ During the early seventeenth century, a strong cotton-weaving industry

existed in the Deccan region.
➢ Large quantities of cotton cloth were produced for domestic and export

consumption.
➢ High quality plain and patterned cloth made of muslin and calico was

produced.
➢ Plain cloth was available as white or brown color, in bleached or dyed variety.

● Diamond:
➢ The Golconda Sultanate was known for its diamonds which were dubbed the

Golconda diamonds. These diamonds were sought after diamonds long before
the Qutb Shahi dynasty came to power, and they continued to supply this
demand through the European traders.

➢ Diamonds from mines (especially the Kollur Mine presently in Guntur district,
Andhra Pradesh) were transported to the city of Hyderabad to be cut,
polished, evaluated and sold.

➢ Golconda established itself as a diamond trading center and until the end of the
19th century, the Golconda market was the primary source of the finest and
largest diamonds in the world.

Culture:
● He began to patronize the Telugu language and culture as well. Edicts began to be

issued both in Persian and Telugu. Towards the end of the dynasty, these were
primarily in Telugu with a summary in Persian.

● Sultan Muhammad Quli Qutb Shah (1580–1612) wrote poems in Dakhini Urdu,
Persian and Telugu. Subsequent poets and writers, however, wrote in Urdu, while using
vocabulary from Persian, Hindi and Telugu languages.

● During the reign of Abdullah Qutb Shah in 1634 AD, an ancient Sanskrit text on love
and sex Ratirahasya by Kokkoka was translated into Persian and named
Lazzat-un-Nisa (Flavors of the Woman).

● The Qutb Shahi architecture was Indo-Islamic, a culmination of Indian and Persian
architectural styles.

● Their style was very similar to that of the other Deccan Sultanates. The Qutb Shahi
rulers built the Char Minar.
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● Some examples of Qutb Shahi Indo-Islamic architecture are the Golconda Fort, tombs
of the Qutb Shahis, Char Minar and the Char Kaman, Mecca Masjid, Khairtabad
Mosque, Hayat Bakshi Mosque, Taramati Baradari and the Toli Mosque.
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Registration of Births and Deaths Act, 1969
Prelims & GS Paper - II

Context: The Bill to amend the RBD Act,  1969, was proposed by the Ministry of Home
Affairs, states that birth certificates issued by the local registrars will be used to prove
the date and place of birth of a person.

About:
● The Registration of Births and Deaths Act, 1969 (hereinafter referred to as the Act)

regulates matters concerning the registration of births and deaths and matters connected
therewith.
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● Registrar General:
➢ The Registrar-General has the power to issue general directions concerning

the registration of births and deaths in the territories covered by this Act.
➢ They also coordinate and unify the activities of the Chief-Registrars and

submit the annual report regarding the works concerning and related to this
Act, to the Central Government.

➢ They are appointed by the Central Government while the District Registrar
gets appointed by the concerned state governments.

● Reporting:
➢ The head of the house or the head of the household (if more than one family

is living there) is required to report the births and deaths taking place there. In
his absence, during the registration, the person who is recognized as the nearest
relative of the head is required to register.

➢ The Medical officer in charge or any person whom he (the Medical officer)
authorizes to carry out the reporting of births and deaths that takes place at
the hospitals, health centers, maternity or nursing home is entrusted with the
duty to do the reporting.

● Key Provisions:
➢ Section 9 of the Act provides for special provisions regarding births and

deaths taking place in a plantation, the information of which is to be provided
by the superintendent of the plantation to the Registrar.

➢ Section 20 of the Act provides for special provisions relating to the
registration of births and deaths of Indian citizens that take place outside
India. It provides for the Registrar-general to be informed and to register about
such births and deaths.

➢ Section 10 of the Act provides that certain persons under certain
circumstances owe the duty to notify about the births and deaths. They are
midwives, or other medical or health attendants, the keeper or the owner of a
place set apart for the disposal of dead bodies or any other person which the
state government specifies as by his designation, to inform the Registrar.

➢ Section 11 of the Act provides that the person providing the information, in
oral form, regarding either birth or death is required to provide the information
about their name, their short description, and place of residence.

➢ Section 16 of the Act provides that the Registrars are supposed to keep a
register of the births and deaths taking place in the area of their jurisdiction.

● Note:
➢ States are not allowed to make any acts related to births and deaths and if

any are made, the Registrar General has the authority to repeal those laws under
Section 31 of this act.

➢ State Governments have been obliged to remove all sorts of hindrances with
due approval from the Central Government.
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