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FEMINIST FOREIGN POLICY

Although there is no one uniform defi nition on feminist foreign policy which is widely  
accepted, however there have been some eff orts in this direction for e.g. The Centre 
for Feminist Foreign Policy (CFFP) defi nes it as a ‘political framework’ focused on ‘the 
wellbeing of marginalized people and invokes processes of self-refl ection regarding 
foreign policy’s hierarchical global systems’. 
FFP goes beyond the conventional conceptualization of foreign policy thinking and opens  
the ‘black box’ by off ering an intersectional approach towards security ‘from the viewpoint of 
the most vulnerable’. CFFP explains it to be a multidimensional policy framework, aiming at 
elevating the experiences and agency of women and marginalized communities to scrutinize 
the destructive forces of patriarchy, colonization, heteronormativity, capitalism, racism, 
imperialism, and militarism. 
Apart from this what feminist scholars want from state or in turn from foreign policy can be  
understood through feminist’s understanding on the concept of international relations such 
as , state, security and peace in international relations. 
Feminists want a change in the theory of Realism and argue for broadening the very  
concept of security, to decrease the military aspects and to valorise the democratic aspect 
instead. Real security should be less state centric, and more society centered for more 
equitable economic needs and geared to social justice, political liberty, and egalitarian 
democratization. 

The below sections introduces the idea of a “Feminist Foreign Policy” to the readers. The 
content below not only explains well why such a Foreign Policy is required today but also 
as to why an exact defi nition, scope and understanding of such a policy is hard to arrive at. 
Several eff orts to give a concrete shape to the contours of such a policy have been outlined 
and yet the section concludes that due to immense diversity within the Feminist tradition, a 
concise and universally acceptable defi nition of Feminist Foreign Policy continues to evade 
academics, students and especially policy makers world wide.Analysis of Canadian and 
Swedish initiatives amply shows how while countries may profess to promote a Feminist 
Foreign Policy, but there can be signifi cant divergences in the scope and focus of such policies 
towards women.
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International Relations give a central role to men and place women as secondary actors within  
state systems.  Feminist critiques of conventional conceptions of power and the identity of the 
state lead to a revaluation of the meaning of security. 
Realists are occupied by the state security in the international realm, subsequently overlooking  
security within state boundaries.   Thus, this gives a broad understanding of the feminist’s 
perspective on international relations of which foreign policy is a part but no uniformly 
accepted defi nition for Feminist foreign policy has been given.
One reason for this can be attributed to several trends of feminism within feminism  
itself. Dianna Thorburn: “There can never be a truly singular voice of feminist foreign 
policy simply because of diversity of use within feminist itself”.
Responding to feminist voices, ‘  Gender mainstreaming’ has become a well-known concept 
in global governance for e.g. within United Nations, with some of the most symbolic advances 
in women’s rights emanating from the Security Council in Resolution 1325 on Gender, 
Peace and Security, and Resolution 1820 on the recognition of rape as a weapon of war. 
Liberal feminist fi gureheads, like US Secretary of State   Hilary Clinton, have been instrumental 
in situating women in policy in the US, and the UK Government has identifi ed the prevention 
of sexual violence in confl ict as a main foreign policy objective. 
Despite these eff orts,   Nirupama Menon Rao says foreign policy, across a wide swathe of 
countries, has tended to be gender blind.  But the scenario is changing. In 2014, Sweden 
became the fi rst country to articulate what it termed a feminist foreign policy saying that such 
a policy would focus on more representation of women in international politics, equal access 
to resources for women and respect for women’s rights, centered on gender equality, and that 
it was an idea based on Joseph Nye’s idea of “Smart Power”.  
Since then, France, Canada, Mexico, and the Netherlands have been some of the other countries  
who have come out with their own iterations of the idea. Furthermore, key international and 
national NGOs are promoting discussion and uptake of the agenda – Oxfam is encouraging 
a conversation around feminist foreign policy in the United States.  This turn towards a 
distinctly feminist foreign policy signals the potential for a more radical position for states to 
take in relation to their international role (Aggestam and Bergman Rosamond). But what 
makes a foreign policy feminist, what is it that makes these states’ policies particularly feminist 
is still unclear. 

Efforts towards Formulating a Feminist Foreign Policy so Far.

Although Feminist foreign policy is clearly linked to the decades-long work of states and civil  
society around Women, Peace, and Security (Aggestam and Bergman Rosamond, 2019) 
but, unlike the Women, Peace and Security agenda, there is no particular agreed upon text, 
resolution, or treaty that diff erent countries are relying on as a basis from which to craft 
their policies.   
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Since there is no clear agenda defi ned on FFP as mentioned above, countries have been  
fl exible in interpreting the concept in practice and theory.  Some countries have focused on 
changing the existing paradigms to simply include women and gender in their theory and 
practice. For instance Sweden’s policy places gender equality at its heart – “gender equality 
[as] an objective in itself” (Swedish Ministry for Foreign Aff airs). 

According to   Amrita Narlikar the Sweden FFP as such appears to be working within the remit 
of the international liberal order to orient it in a direction more clearly focused on women and 
girls. 

The remit of   Canada’s policy is far broader. It “seeks to eradicate poverty and build a more 
peaceful, more inclusive and more prosperous world” and “believes that promoting 
gender equality and empowering women and girls is the most eff ective approach to 
achieving this goal” (Global Aff airs Canada, 2017).  Furthermore, the main novelty of the 
Canadian document appears to be an increased role for the private sector. 

Thus, feminism can mean very diff erent things to diff erent states. For Sweden, a feminist  
foreign policy acts as a means to signal the country’s commitment to the laws and institutions 
that make up the international liberal order; for Canada, the policy appears more a means 
through which private interests can be incorporated into the country’s development policy. 

The section below illustrates some of the signifi cant challenges being faced by Feminist FP 
especially how its critique of being the handmaiden of individual centric Western Capitalism 
and what can be done to create better parameters of evaluation of the true merit of such 
policies. Views of Nirupama Menon Rao have been provided to illustrate the norms to be 
followed while formulating such policies where she has laid special emphasis on tailoring 
such Feminist FP to the specifi c needs and conditions of the country and not relying on West-
Imported notions and agendas. Her views can be utilized by students for tackling questions 
related to theoretical aspects of Feminist Foreign Policy and suggestions associated with it.

Challenges associated with Formulation of Feminist Foreign Policy

However, this way of understanding feminism has invited criticism from feminist theorists and 
academics who are critical of the ways feminism is employed by states and private interests.  

According to   Fraser contemporary feminism has long been critiqued for being the so-called 
‘handmaid of capitalism’ in the sense that its focus on the individual woman’s wage-
earning capacity has robbed feminism of its power for collective thinking and action. 
This emphasis on the individual comes at the expense of the ability to see gender equality as 
structural in its causes. 

Work within feminist political economy and development studies has likewise critiqued a  
model of ‘feminist’ policy making overly aligned with neoliberal business interests which often 
work to reinforce inequalities for women and girls (Calkin, Moeller). 
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Development narratives in particular have been critiqued for what   Calkin calls the 
“empowerment-as-effi  ciency” argument – women and girls are to be empowered, not 
because this is a good in itself but rather because it helps countries to become more 
economically effi  cient. This renders development and policy work along the lines of capitalist 
business logic, rather than an understanding of rights, equality, and structural problems. 
Some also question whether feminist foreign policies are just the latest postcolonial export  
of northern countries, but ultimately equally uninformed by the perspectives of those on the 
receiving end and removed even from the realities of their own domestic policies. 
Furthermore, there is also not one parameter to decide if the concerned FP is FFP or not.  For  
instance, foreign assistance spending is one of the few indicators we have for evaluating the 
degree to which countries are committing resources to their feminist foreign and/or feminist 
foreign assistance policies.  Most analysis focuses on countries’ spending on gender equality 
as either a principal or signifi cant objective. 
However, it has been proposed that moving forward, a better indicator might be  
countries’ spending on gender equality as a principal objective, which is considerably 
lower. Sweden comes in at just north of 20 percent, Canada less than 10 and France less 
than 5 percent. 

Views of Nirupama Menon Rao 

‘  Feminism’ in foreign policy should make us more thoughtful about the ways in which we 
approach such matters, it should integrate feminine values into policy making in matters of 
peace and development. When diplomacy focuses on development, these are issues that should 
occupy our policy makers, because they benefi t women, and society as a whole. 
In order for foreign policies to thus be feminist in nature, socio-political landscapes and lived  
experiences of each country need to be taken into consideration. In simpler words, the idea of 
FFP needs to be tailored to each country’s specifi c political needs and backgrounds. 
Involving and engaging women in peace processes should be another concern. Our research  
base for preventing confl ict and building peace, as an input for policy makers, should look at 
gender equality in this crucial sphere and the role of women. 
Perhaps this will also help us to challenge the assumption of hard power as the only way  
to solve confl ict, that we can also use the tools of diplomacy, trade, inclusion as a means 
to bring peace, and never lose sight of the fact that when we think of security we should 
think of human security, also. 
We must be alert to the fact that every policy we make aff ects men and women diff erentially.  
We must train our minds to look at the gender impact of every policy decision we take. The same 
requires that we ensure diversity in the policy and decision-making apparatus, and that we 
increase consultations with women when making policy and so that everyone who is impacted 
by a decision is able to make their voice heard. 
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It is suggested that countries should be pushed  to apply a feminist approach across  
all elements of foreign policy (aid, trade, defense and diplomacy); to increase their 
investments in gender equality as a principal and funded goal; and to adopt a more 
rigorous and independent practice for monitoring, evaluation, research and learning 
tied to policies’ intended outcomes. 

Refi ne or embrace feminist foreign policies is to correct the tendency to use the word “feminist”  
when they refer to a policy that focuses overwhelmingly on “women and girls.” This practice 
reinforces the binary and undermines work to overcome white, ethnocentric/western-centric 
and cisgender presentations of feminism.  

Gender In Indian Foreign Policy

This section critically examines the role of Gender in Indian Foreign Policy and brings out 
the need for much more initiatives in the direction of formulating a truly Feminist Foreign 
Policy. The content provides data pertaining to representation of women in Indian Foreign 
Policy Formulation and advocates for a greater share of the former. The advocacy does not 
limit itself to normative aspects but examines the real and hidden structural challenges 
which Indian women face in the arena of Diplomacy. The content argues that beyond the 
idealistic narratives, a Feminist Foreign Policy will also aid India in its goals of emerging 
as a global power. Content is to be quotes extensively on questions related to “Gender in 
Indian Foreign Policy” along with suggestions provided by Tapakshi Magan.

It is only over the past few decades that India’s foreign policy has begun incorporating  
some non-traditional security approaches.  India’s past eff orts signal that it is ready to 
move towards FFP—it deployed the fi rst all-female police force unit to Liberia in 
2007; actively participated in UNSC debates on women, peace, and security; and 
strongly advocated for women’s inclusion in peacemaking and peacekeeping.  
However, despite these eff orts women continue to be under-represented in decision- 
making positions within India’s diplomatic mechanisms: women constitute only 
nine percent of India’s previous foreign secretaries and 18 percent of the current 
leadership in embassies and high commissions. 
Owing to this restricted inclusion of women in the Indian Foreign Service establishments,  
gender mainstreaming eff orts in India’s foreign policy have largely occurred under 
the development assistance paradigm, where specifi c programs are directed towards 
making women the drivers of inclusive growth. 
While some might argue that this approach is a step in the right direction for  
empowering women, it is only partially.  Also, there are certain gaps between India’s 
commitment on paper and in its practice. 
Tapakshi Magan   says India may have ratifi ed the CEDAW, but it has not ratifi ed 
its ‘optional protocol’ that allows people to directly approach the CEDAW 
committee if the national systems fail to uphold the principles mentioned in the 
agreement. 
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Second, India’s performance in Liberia was also critiqued on being gender essentialist  
in nature since the women peacekeeping contingent was mostly involved in providing 
care and support. 
Lastly, high numbers of women in the total workforce of the Indian Foreign Service  
(IFS) does not translate into high numbers of women being posted at high governance 
positions. Women are relegated predetermined roles rather than given the agency 
and equal rights to select into diff erent tracks. 
There are also traditional misconceptions about women not being capable diplomats  
and foreign service agents stemming from patriarchal and misogynistic thought 
processes that hinders India’s implementation of gender equality commitments. 
Interestingly, the IFS rules of service refl ect their inherent assumption of having only  
men being appointed to diff erent positions. There is no mention of female pronouns 
in the document as it chalks out the duties and responsibilities for diplomats. 
Similarly, women’s access to opportunities as well as India’s eff orts on inclusion of  
women in the mainstream policymaking are both along gendered lines. Eff orts are 
still rooted in having quantitative inclusion by increasing the number of women but 
that does not translate into qualitative outcomes.
Considering gender in Indian foreign policy as explained above and for its aspirations to  
become action, India should consider adopting a Feminist Foreign Policy (FFP) framework. 
An FFP will give a major boost to the country’s international relations when it is committed 
to women empowerment and extensively build a stronger partnership with countries that 
have adopted feminist foreign policy, for example, countries like Mexico, Canada and 
Sweden or those that are supporters of gender equality. Thus, FFP would allow India to 
deepen its commitments and make an impact as an emerging power. 
The FFP approach focuses on protecting the needs of marginalized and female groups  
by critically refl ecting international power structures and putting human security at 
the heart of discussions providing an opportunity to India to create a conducive 
environment for peace, eliminate domestic barriers against women, and assist in 
building stronger bilateral relationships. 

FFP builds on three central principles of feminist perspectives on diplomacy and  
security, which include broadening the understanding of security, decoding internal 
power relations, and acknowledging women’s political agency. In this sense, FFP is 
an eff ort to move beyond the traditional notions of war, peace, and development 
assistance to incorporate other arenas of foreign policy, including economics, fi nance, 
health, and the environment. 
By doing so, the framework looks at security in a more holistic way and incorporates the  
eff ects of its policies on women and marginalized groups. It could also be a starting 
point for an internal shift with regards to India’s domestic context, particularly 
in terms of preconceived patriarchal gender roles, in which women are seen to 
be inferior to men. Empirical research has mentioned that for a progressive social 
and economic development of a nation, gender equality is a requirement.
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In light of these challenges, it is vital that India pursue reforms in policymaking to  
build a more inclusive set-up, including by adopting a FFP framework. However, 
before adopting a Feminist Foreign Policy, India also needs to bring a change within 
the policies of the country. 
It is crucial for women to shape the outcomes and can’t just be receptacles, especially  
in peacebuilding, reconstruction, and rebuilding. There are more women joining the 
Indian Foreign Service, but the Ministry has to make sure that they are taken up to 
the highest rank. 
The thought that women can’t handle challenging issues must be changed. India can  
move towards a FFP by fi rst actively appointing women to posts at various policy 
levels and involving them directly in the conduct of its foreign relations. 
Second, India can make a stronger commitment to include women at the decision- 
making tables, either through quota system or simply by ensuring that there is an 
equal representation of men and women. 
Third, India can collaborate with various international, regional, and national civil  
society organizations to ensure the proper implementation of the FFP framework.
   Nirupama Menon Rao- “Lastly, there is a felt need for more Indian women to access 
the fi eld of security studies and international relations and a rise in their numbers in 
senior executive positions in think tanks in this country for instance. A woman security 
studies scholar recently suggested that a National Action Plan on UNSCR 1325 by India 
may strengthen the role and presence of women scholars in peace and security. This is 
certainly worth further consideration.”

**********
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EMERGENCE OF “NEW GREAT 
GAME” IN CENTRAL ASIA

After the disintegration of the Soviet Union in 1991, the Central Asian region became a very  
crucial player in world politics. This region consists of fi ve countries, namely Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan, collectively called ‘the fi ve Stans’. 
The unique identity based on the common factors such as religion, culture, Russian legacy and  
history, authoritarian governing system, energy resources and geographical location attracted 
the world’s attention to the region. 
This led to the emergence of a   great game and rivalry for supremacy between signifi cant 
powers including the US, Russia, China, India, Pakistan, Iran, Turkey and European Union. 
Halford Mackinder proposed the Heartland theory to explain the geographical signifi cance 
of the Central Asian region in world politics. 
Since the region experienced competition for hegemony and historic rivalry between the Russian  
and British Empire in the 19th and early 20th centuries, this was referred to as the old great game. 
Since then, the region has become a strategic point for rivalry among powerful states. 
Based on the Heartland theory,   Mackinder proposed: “Who Rules East Europe-Commands 
the Heartland Who Rules Heartland-Commands World Island Who Rules the World 
Islands-Commands the World.
In the post-Soviet period, the region was considered the most important trade route between  
the Middle East, South Asia, Europe, and Eurasia. In addition to this, being signifi cantly rich in 
oil, gas and coal resources, these countries can play a crucial role in energy politics. 

The article below describes in detail the factors which have led to increased focus on the 
Central Asian region by all the major players including India. The content examines the 
country specifi c factors for renewed focus and what measures each of the global players 
have been taking to expand their infl uence in the region. The recent security and stability 
concerns arising out of the regime change in Afghanistan has been factored into this to 
explain the onset of the “New Great Game”. How spiraling tensions between USA, China, 
Russia and India are narrowing the choices available to Central Asian states provides the 
alternative narrative of this game, i.e. from the countries of the region itself. Content is 
indispensable for students who are new to geo-politics of the region and the same can be 
incorporated in the introduction of Central Asia specifi c questions.
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All the major powers, including the US, Russia, China, and India, started infl uencing the region  
and adopted diff erent strategies toward the region to fulfi l their interests. For Russia, the 
expansion of NATO and the European Union (EU) are the major concerns for the Russian 
federation. 
So, Russia’s policy towards the post-Soviet region is based on security concerns and  
countering Western hegemony. It adopted the Near Abroad policy to strengthen its 
relations with post-Soviet republics, including Central Asian republics. 
The formation of   CSTO (Collective Security Treaty Organization), EAEU (Eurasian Economic 
Union) and SCO (Shanghai Cooperation Organization); energy resources; Russian diaspora in 
the post-Soviet states promoted Russia’s interests in the Central Asian region.  
China adopted a   5+1 policy to strengthen its relations and implement its Belt and Road 
(BRI) policy in the region. China shares a prolonged economic and political interest with the 
Central Asian region, mainly for the fossil fuel resources and to expand its sphere of infl uence 
in the region. China is one of the primary sources of Foreign Direct Investment in the region 
for infrastructure development. 
The USA has been a signifi cant ally for the Central Asia countries in terms of security,  
development, and prosperity. A stable central Asia gives an advantage to the USA in the 
context of Afghanistan, the democratization of Central Asian republics, opposing the Russia-
China alliance and expanding NATO. 
The region is especially very important for India because of the availability of energy  
resources and its strategic location as a transit country for international trade and 
business. The construction of the TAPI pipeline and the INSTC (The International North-South 
Transport Corridor) project would be a game-changer in the trade and commerce between 
India and Central Asia. Also, India’s close ties with Iran and membership in SCO strengthen its 
infl uence in the region.

The New Great Game

In recent times there have been certain other changes due to which the region as   Yuri M Yarmolinsky 
says “Central Asia is back in the game”. These changes include political and economic instability, 
takeover of Afganistan by Taliban, recognizing the signifi cance of regionalization of central Asian 
countries and this has led to rivalry by major powers in the region. 
Supporting this view   Dr Karamala Areesh Kumar and Dr Sudhakara Karakoti says “in recent 
years, foreign-aff airs analysts have begun observing what they call the “New Great Game” 
in Central Asia—characterized by fi erce competition between various states all aiming to 
increase their infl uence, hegemony and power over the region. In this ‘game’, the important 
players are Russia, the US, European Union (EU), China, Turkey, Iran, and India”. 
The real threat to regional security is posed by Afghanistan. In case of an escalation, the  
instability in the country which has soared since the Taliban’s takeover of Afghanistan could 
lead to a surge in Islamic radicalism, drug traffi  cking, and an infl ux of refugees into Central 
Asia and Russia. 



10

connect@momentumias.com | prateek.tripathi@momentumias.com

2nd Floor, 17A/41 WEA, Gurudwara Road, Karol Bagh, Delhi-110005

https://youtube.com/channel/UCbm-hqbXj4levDSITryu5TQ https://piyushchaubey.com

8929879230 892987923, 1 https://t.me/piyush_choubey

Zbigniew Brzezinski,   an American strategist, called Central Asia the “Asian Balkans”, 
highlighting its unstable and potentially explosive nature. The arc of instability of the “Asian 
Balkans” permeates all the countries of the region, including Xinjiang. 
According to   Yuri M Yarmolinsky “This correlates with the Greater Central Asia project, 
which involves the creation of an end-to-end security system led by the United States 
(US) and gaining control over resources.” And with the threat of instability looming over 
Central Asia, the need for regional cooperation has increased signifi cantly.
Considering the situation in the region now, Regionalism has been on the rise in Central  
Asia, moving away from isolation which is quite apparent with the creation of new blocs 
and alternative payment systems to that of the West. 
The fi ve Central Asian republics launched a platform for annual consultative meetings among  
heads of state in 2018, the fi rst such initiative without support from external powers. Before 
this, the prevalent tendency in the region was bilateral diplomacy and negotiations to solve 
pressing issues. This off ers a renewed hope that Central Asian states can collectively address 
common challenges such as water distribution, delimitation of borders, low connectivity, 
climate change, and poor infrastructure.
Coming back to the point that “Central Asia is back in the game” and observing an  
emergence of “New Great Game”, the region now may feel pressure from major extra 
territorial players of the region. The recent escalation in diplomatic tensions between the 
U.S., EU, China, and Russia is an unwelcome development for Central Asia as External regional 
partners may start insisting that they select one of them as a major political and economic ally, 
scuppering current eff orts at multi-vectorism. 
Such policies will lead to increasing pressure on Central Asian leaders to clearly display  
their political alliances and to adhere to norms established within that camp. In fact, 
diff erent powers have already started to increase their infl uence for e.g.  Moscow has been 
intensifying its eff orts to retain its sphere of infl uence, especially by integrating them into the 
Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) and Collective Security Treaty Organization (CSTO). 
At the same time, former U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo attempted to rally Central  
Asians against Beijing during his visit to the region in February 2020, particularly with regards 
to the human rights situation in Xinjiang. Using the tools of “soft power”, the US and 
their western allies penetrate the critical areas of the target countries, and through 
“multidimensional” scenarios, they engage in rivalry and competition to gain supremacy 
in the region. 
China usually tries to avoid openly criticizing the activities of external powers in the region,  
however, Chinese-Central Asian joint offi  cial statements demonstrating a readiness to “oppose 
interference in other countries’ internal aff airs and uphold fairness and justice in the world” 
appear to be aimed at the United States and the European Union. 
The EU’s main concern for the promotion of democratization, rule of law, and human  
rights has brought discomfort to the pro-communist authoritarian regimes in the region. 
On the other hand, Russia, for its part, is focused on not letting the CAR region—its 
“backyard”—be drawn close to Europe and America, by taking the lead in regional 
military aff airs. 
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According to   Akram Umarov the establishment of eff ective intra-regional cooperation 
mechanisms potentially counteracts great power eff orts to lock regional states into relations 
of dependence. The fact that the U.S. and the EU are promoting the further deepening of 
regional cooperation, may lead Russia and China to view them as a threat.
Major powers can actively support and patronize internal political groups who will support  
their interests. This is already happening in Kyrgyzstan. For example, the issue of the military 
presence of the U.S. and Russia there was an important factor in destabilizing the country. 
China has perhaps the biggest economic footprint in the CARs region, principally owing to its  
massive project, the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). 
India, for its part, has started reviving its old civilizational links with the region, laying the  
groundwork for building trust and goodwill by extending assistance through capacity building 
and human resource development, in the areas of information technology, pharmaceuticals, 
and healthcare. 
Many analysts point to India and China as the two major players in the “new great game” in  
Central Asia. The region’s abundant natural resources can cater to the needs of both a 
resurgent China and a growing India. At the same time, India, and China, through the 
CARs, can expand their markets throughout Eurasia. 
Akram Umarov   Says Altogether, Central Asia is entering a period of growing geopolitical 
rivalry between its major external partners. This will possibly spread confrontation between 
the U.S., Russia, and China into Central Asia, establishing alliances and forcing regional actors 
to pick sides – heightening the risk of destabilization.

India And Central Asia’s Convergence In Afghanistan

Content below examines the areas of convergence between India and CARs specially on 
the issue of security threats and presence of multitude of terrorists groups in the region. 
It talks in detail about what options do both parties have in terms of engaging with Kabul 
especially considering the question of whether to promote political stability or to opt for 
increased pressure on Taliban in the arena of minority and women rights. The content also 
explains the steps being taken by CARs and New Delhi in this direction, starting with the 
fi rst India-Central Asia Summit in January 2022. The content is aptly suited for answering 
questions like “Discuss the emergence of India-Central Asia Relations in context of evolving 
Political-Security situation in Afghanistan”.

Central Asia becomes more signifi cant for India considering the Afghanistan’s take  
over by Afghanistan. Rifts and resistance within the Taliban has made the situation in 
Afghanistan more volatile, with a potential impact across Eurasia . 
Consequently, India and the CARs are seeking greater convergence on tackling  
the compounded security, geostrategic, and geoeconomic threats emerging 
in the aftermath of the Taliban’s return. This convergence is refl ected in a virtual 
meeting of Modi and CARs held recently. The leaders agreed to continue holding 
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close consultations on Afghanistan and established a joint working group at the 
senior offi  cials’ level. The increased convergence between India and the CARs is 
the outcome of several common challenges arising from a volatile Afghanistan.
Presence of global and regional terror outfi ts is one of the common challenges both  
India and Central Asia. The presence of terror outfi ts, such as the ISKP and al-Qaeda 
and others, has also made the Eurasia region more vulnerable. The presence of 
thousands of militants from the Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan (IMU), Islamic 
Jihad Union (IJU), Jamaat Ansarullah, Tehrik-e Taliban Pakistan (TTP), Eastern Turkistan 
Islamic Movement, and Pakistan-based radical terror organisations like Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT) and Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) makes Afghanistan a perfect launching 
pad for terror activities against regional countries. 
The re-emergence of the Taliban and multiple other terror groups will alter the  
security scenario for the neighboring countries and Eurasia. To resolve this evolving 
situation in Afghanistan becomes crucial for both India and Central Asian nations. 
In this direction certain steps have been taken for e.g., Modi and the CARs presidents— 
held the fi rst India-Central Asia Summit in January 2022, where they reiterated the 
need for convergence on the growing strategic and security threats emanating from 
Afghanistan. They also decided to establish a joint working group on Afghanistan 
at the senior offi  cial level and recognize the need for an inclusive government in 
Kabul that can combat terrorism and drug traffi  cking. The leaders also recognized 
defenses cooperation as an important pillar of India-Central Asia relations and 
agreed to hold joint counterterrorism drills.
In addition to the presence of terror outfi ts, rising extremism through the use of social  
media is another issue for India and CAR. This is refl ected in the increasing presence 
of terror outfi ts like the ISKP and al-Qaeda on social media platforms, such as Twitter, 
Facebook, and Telegram, and propaganda websites to target thousands of potential 
recruits to join their ranks and further their cause globally. 
The ISKP has also tried to broaden its support in the CARs using the media. For  
instance, it has ramped up the production and translation of various kinds of material 
to reach Uzbek, Kyrgyz, and Tajik speakers in the region. The ISKP has also broadened 
its campaign against India. For instance, the cover of the July 2022 edition of the 
ISKP’s Voice of Khorasan magazine said India was “between pain and hope”.  The 
group threatened to carry out attacks against Sikhs and claimed responsibility for the 
attack on a gurdwara in Kabul in June 2022.

The Taliban in Afghanistan is now a political force that cannot be ignored. This  
is especially true for India and the CARs, who must engage with the group since 
most of their connectivity projects run through Afghanistan. Many in the Taliban 
see India as a sincere friend of the country, and New Delhi extending humanitarian aid 
since August 2021 has made the Taliban more pragmatic in its approach to India. By 
engaging with the Taliban, India and the CARs can pressurize the group on minority and 
women’s rights. The countries should work closely with humanitarian organisations on 
the ground to win over the peace-loving Afghans. However, they should not prioritize 
artifi cial stability over an inclusive government or democratic rights.
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Ayaj Waani suggests that “the CARs and India must reach a consensus on enhancing 
these capabilities to strengthen their counterterrorism and counterinsurgency grid. They can 
consider sharing relevant data with the Taliban and training the group on managing the 
porous borders to curtail the movement of terrorists. This will undoubtedly ensure a more 
agreeable Taliban, as seen when it assured New Delhi it would act against groups targeting 
India if specifi c information and pinpoint intelligence is provided.”

**********
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INDIA’s ROLE IN SHIFTING GLOBAL 
GOVERNANCE

Recently the   77th General Assembly took place where the core of India’s participation was a 
‘reformed multilateralism’ through which the United Nations Security Council should reform 
itself into a more inclusive organization representing the contemporary realities of today. 
India’s call for this structural overhaul of global multilateral institutions incorporates  
institutional accountability and a wider representation of the developing countries as 
according to India the current architecture is anachronistic and ineff ective. 
Also it is   “perceived as deeply unfair, denying entire continents and regions a voice in 
a forum that deliberates their future.” Though this has been a regular feature of Indian 
interventions at UNGA, there is a new anxiety about emerging global challenges and the 
inability of the extant UN system to respond adequately to them. 
The fault lines between various powers are sharpening and the voices of the poorest, most  
vulnerable nations are increasingly lost in the din of this great power contestation. 

Harsh V Pant recognized certain UN’s fault lines that demonstrate its 
ineffectiveness to deal with current global challenges. 

One is that the COVID-19 pandemic was a weak moment for UN’s multilateralism as it  
highlighted the UN’s institutional limitations when countries closed their borders, supply chains 
were interrupted and almost every country was in need of vaccines. 

The below article examines at the onset the reasons for India’s renewed activism for reform 
of Global Governance specially the United Nations Security Council and UN in general. 
Harsh V Pant’s analysis provides the background for the push for much needed and long-
awaited reforms. The article further examines how India is seeking new frameworks for global 
governance while pursuing an agenda of reformed multilateralism in the UN, meaning that 
we would focus our energies on other formats as well considering the delayed and arduous 
reform process at UN. The article also examines the internal and external factors which has 
made India more confi dent in this direction, plus how it is reacting to the changed global 
scenario after the Ukraine War. It ends with detailed scholarly suggestions for the future 
course of action which can be directly incorporated in the answers.
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Second, UN-led multilateralism has been unable to provide strong mechanisms to prevent wars.  
The ongoing war between Russia and Ukraine is a case in point. With the West boycotting 
Russia, the veto provision of the UNSC is expected to reach an even more redundant level than 
in the past. 
Finally, China’s rise  , belligerence and aggression which has been on display through its actions 
in the South China Sea, the Indo-Pacifi c region, and now increasingly globally, have also 
underscored the limitations of UN-style multilateralism. 
At this juncture of global politics, India is eff ectively acting as a bridge on some serious but  
divisive issues confronting the UN security council (UNSC). This is not only because of India’s 
growing capabilities and its rising aspirations to play a larger role but also because of how the 
world today perceives New Delhi’s ability to bridge this divide. 
Consistent with the changing times, India’s call for reform of the UNSC has grown in the past  
few years. Holding meetings with G4 and L-69 group. The L-69 group’s vast membership 
spread over Asia, Africa, Latin America, Caribbean, and Small Island Developing States could 
bring about a wider global consensus on the issue of the UNSC reforms. 
At the same time India is searching for new frameworks for global governance while  
pursuing an agenda of reformed multilateralism in the UN. Beyond the UN, the Indian 
Foreign ministers Minister’s participation in plurilateral meetings of the QUAD (Australia, 
India, Japan, the U.S.), IBSA (India, Brazil, and South Africa), BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, 
China and South Africa), Presidency Pro Tempore CELAC (Community of Latin American 
and Caribbean States), India-CARICOM (Caribbean Community) and other trilateral formats, 
such as India-France-Australia, India-France-the United Arab Emirates and India-Indonesia-
Australia underlines India’s search for new frameworks of global governance, amidst growing 
frustration with the extant multilateral order. 
As   Mr. Jaishankar has rightly highlighted in his remarks at the UN, at a challenging time for 
the world order, New Delhi continues to affi  rm its commitment to “diplomacy and the need 
for international cooperation”.
Considering India’s aspirations in the current chaotic global order and its demands for reformed  
multilateralism, India is changing its foreign policy priorities also. These were highlighted by 
Jaishankar in 77th UNGA session. First, he made it clear that today’s India is not seeking 
external validation in the conduct of its diplomacy. The India of today, refl ected in its 
confi dent and resurgent society, is willing to take on greater responsibilities.  From green 
growth and better connectivity to digital delivery and accessible health, India is a provider of 
global public goods far beyond its immediate periphery. 
Second, this rise of a new proactive diplomatic posture has happened at a time when some of  
the most powerful nations in the world have moved away from their responsibilities. There are 
global inequities in the system that disproportionately impact the global South even as they 
are not responsible for most of these problems. The pandemic, the economic distress and the 
Ukraine crisis are cases where the powerful have played a key role in dismantling the extant 
structures of governance.  
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Third, India made its stand on the Ukraine confl ict clear, once again, in the above context  
by reiterating the need to uphold the UN charter and international law. This is important 
to take the debate away from the binary of the West and Russia to the wider world that is 
reeling under the strain of a needless confl ict. By projecting itself as a voice of reason, India 
could once again reiterate that “this is not an era of war or of confl ict” but “a time for 
development and cooperation.”
India’s share of global gross domestic product (GDP) already stands at 7%. The Indian  
economy has stayed resilient partly because of government intervention and partly because 
of its unique structure. 
According to Harsh V Pant this economic trajectory of India also gives it a distinct place  
in global politics today. 
Also, India’s ties with the West have grown signifi cantly amid all the negative press that India has  
received due to its stand Ukraine crisis. Even as the India-West mutual courtship continues, 
India is maintaining its partnership with Russia, New Delhi wants to keep channels of 
communication open with Moscow, given their defense ties as well as regional security 
convergence. 
But also, because New Delhi would like to make an eff ort till the last moment to ensure that the  
China-Russia axis does not become a fool-proof alliance. China too fi nds itself in a bind and is 
facing India’s stiff  resistance to its aggressive pursuit along the Line of Actual Control. India’s 
standing up to China has ignited a broad pushback across the Indo-Pacifi c and beyond. And 
with a plethora of domestic challenges being faced by Beijing, there is once again a premium 
on internal consolidation.
India, as a consequence, fi nds itself in a ‘geopolitical sweet spot’ that it should make the  
most of. A prudent nation should be able to identify opportunities in the existing structure of 
global politics and shape its external engagement accordingly in pursuit of its interests. For 
India today, the most important priorities are a stable and inclusive world order and a serious 
challenge is the rise of China that India is facing. 
China’s growing dominance could lead it to carve its own multilateral matrix  
circumventing the West, economically and strategically. China’s control of multilateral 
organisations, including the UN, is only increasing — most recently seen in the unoffi  cial 
pressure China employed on the former UN’s human rights chief, Michelle Bachelet, to stop 
the release of a report by the UN Human Rights Council on the condition of Uyghurs in China. 
Moreover, China’s unabashed use of veto power against India continues at the UN.
Harsh V Pant suggests that New Delhi’s fi rst priority should be to internally consolidate  
its capabilities, so that it can stand up to Beijing’s nefarious designs on a more sustained 
basis.   India should continue its demand for inclusive and reformed multilateral order through 
various world governance institutions. 
Also, India should pursue its national interest not just becoming a balancer in political equations  
of various major powers rather should emerge a signifi cant geopolitical player.  As a large part 
of the world sours on China, India must become an attractive partner. This requires making 
some choices that New Delhi has often been shy of. 
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According to   Harsh V Pant the basis of these choices should not be to make the world 
multipolar or enhance any chimerical strategic space. The only basis should be how these 
choices strengthen India’s long- term capabilities to emerge as a singular player on the 
global stage in its own right. This is an infl ection point for the global order and for India. 
The country is on the cusp of achieving something dramatic: becoming not only a top-
tier economic power that is also a multicultural democracy, but also a top geopolitical 
player that can lead and not simply balance.

**********
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GENDER EQUITY IN CLIMATE 
ACTION

Gender inequality coupled with the climate crisis is one of the greatest challenges of our time.  
It poses threats to ways of life, livelihoods, health, safety and security for women and girls 
around the world. Climate change is inherently a justice issue—those who have contributed 
least to its causes will suff er most from its eff ects. 
At the global level, such as in the Paris Agreement, this is already recognized. This agreement  
makes the links between climate change and human rights, poverty eradication and sustainable 
development.  The Paris Agreement also acknowledges the importance of gender equality 
and women’s empowerment, and calls for climate action to be gender-responsive. 

Why is there a need to include gender perspective in response actions 
to climate change? 

Its answer is found in, both developed and developing countries,   patriarchal structures and 
rigidly defi ned gender norms which often leave women and girls disadvantaged.  The 
disproportionate eff ects of climate change on women are due to their greater domestic 
responsibilities, lack of asset ownership, and limited access to the skills and knowledge. 
Across the world, women depend more on, yet have less access to, natural resources. In  
many regions, women bear a disproportionate responsibility for securing food, water, and 
fuel. Agriculture is the most important employment sector for women in low- and 

The article below talks in detail about the issue of Gender Inequality and its deep linkage 
with Climate Change. It explains how given existing power relations and structural 
barriers, adverse climate impacts aff ect women more and accentuate gender inequalities 
and discrimination. Despite this, climate change adaptation and mitigation policies do 
not take gender into consideration. Even among women, the adverse impacts of Climate 
Change are not uniformly distributed but are more drastic when it comes to indigenous 
and Afro-descendent women and girls, older women, LGBTIQ+ people, women and girls 
with disabilities, migrant women, and those living in rural, remote, confl ict and disaster-
prone areas. In order to summarize one’s critical examination of the matter, the suggestions 
provided by Womenwatch at the end are to be quoted in the answer.
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lower-middle income countries, during periods of drought and erratic rainfall, women, 
as agricultural workers, and primary procurers, work harder to secure income and 
resources for their families.  
Also, as climate change drives confl ict across the world, women and girls face increased  
vulnerabilities to all forms of gender-based violence, including confl ict-related sexual violence, 
human traffi  cking, child marriage, and other forms of violence. 
When disasters strike, women are less likely to survive and more likely to be injured due  
to long standing gender inequalities that have created disparities in information, mobility, 
decision-making, and access to resources and training. In the aftermath, women and girls are 
less able to access relief and assistance, further threatening their livelihoods, wellbeing, and 
recovery, and creating a vicious cycle of vulnerability to future disasters. 
This disproportionate burden of climate change on women has been recognized by the   fourth 
session of the United Nations Environment Assembly in Nairobi 2019. It acknowledged 
the compounded burden of climate change on women and girls, but also emphasized 
the “power of their knowledge and collective action.” 
Data shows   Women are the majority among the number of dead in natural disasters, such as 
fl oods or extreme droughts, with fourteen times more possibilities of dying. Women will be a 
majority among the 50-200 million climate refugees (80% of women and children) who 
it is envisaged that towards the year 2050 will be trying to escape the impacts of climate 
change in their environment.
While women and girls experience disproportionate impacts from climate change at the global  
level, the eff ects are not uniform. Looking at climate change through the lens of intersectional 
feminism, the way in which various forms of inequality often operate together and exacerbate each 
other, it is clear that climate change risks are acute for indigenous and Afro-descendent women 
and girls, older women, LGBTIQ+ people, women and girls with disabilities, migrant women, and 
those living in rural, remote, confl ict and disaster-prone areas.  Thus, considering the above factors 
women have diff erent adaptation needs, depending on where they live, how they sustain their 
livelihoods, and the roles they play in their families and communities. 
There are socially determined diff erences too—in opportunities, responsibilities, and decision- 
making power—and all of these infl uence how vulnerable people are to climate change. 
Without understanding these dynamics—which are often infl uenced by gender—there is a 
risk that the people with the greatest need for adaptation will be left out.
Thus, given existing power relations and structural barriers, adverse climate impacts aff ect  
women more and accentuate gender inequalities and discrimination. Despite this, climate 
change adaptation and mitigation policies do not take gender into consideration. The 
scale and scope of women’s burden related to climate change is not well understood 
due to inadequate data. 
Namratha Rao and Anita Raj   says Existing SDG 13 indicators focus on weather-based and 
geological indicators such as global temperatures, precipitation, carbon dioxide emissions, 
energy consumption, land use and others. However, these measures lack a gender equality 
perspective. There are no gender-sensitive targets or indicators for SDG13. 



20

connect@momentumias.com | prateek.tripathi@momentumias.com

2nd Floor, 17A/41 WEA, Gurudwara Road, Karol Bagh, Delhi-110005

https://youtube.com/channel/UCbm-hqbXj4levDSITryu5TQ https://piyushchaubey.com

8929879230 892987923, 1 https://t.me/piyush_choubey

The reality in many countries is that women are under-represented in decision-making in  
areas relevant to climate change adaptation. For example, in many African countries, the 
number of women in senior positions in the government is concerningly small. 
The absence of gender perspective in climate change response necessitates that eff ective response  
to climate change considers the diff ering needs of women and men, as well as marginalized groups, 
to ensure that investments are targeted where they are needed most. This requires incorporation of 
gender perspectives and involving women as agents of change in responses. 

Womenwatch recognizes the four areas which are critical building blocks in response to 
climate change: mitigation, adaptation, technology transfer and fi nancing. The fi rst two 
blocks are linked to manifestations of climate change; and the latter two are linked to the means 
for achieving development goals. 

Mitigation and adaptation   eff orts should systematically and eff ectively address gender-
specifi c impacts of climate change in the areas of, food security, agriculture, and fi sheries; 
biodiversity; water; health; human rights; and peace and security. 
Financing mechanisms must be fl exible enough to refl ect women’s priorities and needs.   
The active participation of women in the development of funding criteria and allocation of 
resources for climate change initiatives is critical, particularly at local levels. 
Gender analysis of all budget lines and fi nancial instruments for climate change is needed  
to ensure gender-sensitive investments in programmes for adaptation, mitigation, 
technology transfer and capacity building.
Technological developments   related to climate change should take into account women’s 
specifi c priorities, needs and roles, and make full use of their knowledge and expertise, 
including indigenous knowledge and traditional practices.

Gender inequalities in access to resources, including credit, extension services, information,  

and technology, must be taken into account in developing activities designed to curb 
climate change. 
Women should also have equal access to training, credit, and skills-development  

programmes to ensure their full participation in climate change initiatives.

Gender Perspective In India’s Climate Action

The below article explains the unique risks and challenges which India faces in the domain 
of Climate Change and Gender Justice. It talks about how due to lack of suffi  cient economic 
opportunity and independence, women and young girls face disproportionate risk of 
adverse impact of climate change and what needs to be done in this regard by Union and 
State governments. The content below is useful for critical examination of India’s Gender 
Justice policy and also for discuss the impact of Climate Change on Indian women.

In 2018, India was ranked as the country most vulnerable to climate change,   

both because of its exposure to climate-related disasters and the economic 
dependency of a high percentage of its population on climate-sensitive sectors 
like agriculture. This has severe implications for women and girls. 
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As per the Malala Fund Girls’ Education and Climate Challenges Index, India  
will have 141 million school-aged girls vulnerable to climate change eff ects by 
2025. It will severely impact those in remote regions and those who belong to tribal 
communities, minority groups, or are part of populations who migrate seasonally and 
engage in fi sheries, forestry, and agriculture. The lives of the women in most of these 
communities are intricately connected to collecting and managing natural resources. 
For example, the agricultural sector employs 80 percent of all economically active 
women in the country. 

Women constitute a higher proportion of casual agricultural labour as more men  
take up wage labour in the non-farm sectors which are often gender segregated. 
The Economic Survey 2017-18 has highlighted that with the outmigration 
of men, there is a growing feminization of agriculture in India, leading to an 
increasing number of women in roles such as cultivators, agricultural laborer, 
and entrepreneurs. 
Also  , historical experience with hydro-disasters in India shows that rising water levels 
and frequent fl ooding tend to aff ect women’s menstrual care, given the lack of hygiene 
products, female helpers and gender-segregated toilets in relief camps for those who 
are displaced by the disaster. I
n low-income families, frequent disasters lead to impoverishment, which increases the  
chances of girls dropping out of school. In the Indian context, the absence of equity 
in climate actions could be catastrophic.
Although India has taken several signifi cant steps to address climate related  
issues, but gender perspective demands more focus at diff erent levels considering 
the disproportionate impact of climate change on women.  For e.g., National 
climate goals have been set, and regulatory mandates are guided by Nationally 
Determined Contributions (NCDs) and the UN Framework Convention on Climate 
Change’s (UNFCCC) Race to Zero targets, but the implementation of such policies 
and schemes happens at the state level. So, state-level agencies need to focus a 
gender transformative lens on India’s mitigation and adaptation plans. 
Some states have worked in this direction- For instance, Odisha’s agricultural policies  
keep women’s participation central to programmes on watershed development and 
its System of Rice Intensifi cation (SRI). Furthermore, NITI Aayog has developed a 
State Energy and Climate Index and is also working on a National Gender Index 
to identify remaining gaps and track progress towards gender equality. The two 
need to be integrated, while accountability can be driven by strengthening monitoring 
and evaluation mechanisms across all climate action plans where gendered impact is 
tracked.

But more is required that needs to be done in this direction. Making suffi  cient impact  
demands radical transparency, robust frameworks to guide collaborative eff orts, and 
comprehensive tracking of progress across sectors spanning health, education, water, 
sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) and livelihoods.  



22

connect@momentumias.com | prateek.tripathi@momentumias.com

2nd Floor, 17A/41 WEA, Gurudwara Road, Karol Bagh, Delhi-110005

https://youtube.com/channel/UCbm-hqbXj4levDSITryu5TQ https://piyushchaubey.com

8929879230 892987923, 1 https://t.me/piyush_choubey

The Centre can play an important role in institutionalizing periodic data  
collection on climate vulnerability, and in tracking climate expenditure under the 
Union and Gender Budgets. Apart from earmarking funds for women under various 
agricultural, health and allied sector schemes, states also need to design policies that 
enable women to actively participate in climate mitigation eff orts. The approach must 
be localized, given how climate eff ects vary considerably even across districts. 
Involvement of women can be done through SHG to ensure gender perspective in  
policies and programmes for climate action. About 6.9 million Self-Help Groups (SHGs)
can act as change agents to link climate with livelihoods, promoting conservation 
initiatives, including the adoption of climate-resilient practices, climate-resilient 
agriculture, and sustainable public procurement, as well as circularity across sectors 
and supply chains is expected to increase in the post-pandemic period.  
Apart from state sponsored programmes, Women themselves should be  
empowered to act as key levers in the transition to a green economy. Women workers 
and women-led micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs) can contribute vitally 
to this transition if supported through appropriate skilling, awareness, mobilization, 
safety, and mentorship. Ventures such as Carmesi, Clan Earth, The Woman’s Company, 
and Ruby Organics, which make organic and eco-friendly products, are all run by 
women.  India also needs a guiding policy framework for menstrual hygiene during 
disaster events. It should mobilize both health departments and disaster management 
authorities at the state level to do so.

**********
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REMOTE VOTING MACHINE FOR 
MIGRANTS

As per the 2011 census, there are nearly 45.36 crore migrants in India (both intra and interstate)  
– amounting to approximately 37 per cent of the country’s population, this number must 
have risen by now.  These migrants end up not voting due to several reasons and even if they 
wish to vote, they are unable to travel to vote due to various reasons. 
This means that there is a large chunk of the population which is denied its franchise due to  
exigencies of work or lack of resources to travel. This goes directly against the EC’s “No voter 
left behind” goal.  
In response to this issue, working   with the Electronics Corporation of India, a company under the 
Department of Atomic Energy, the EC has come up with a prototype Remote Voting Machine 
(RVM), which is a modifi ed version of the existing Electronic Voting Machine (EVM).  
According to EC this move is envisioned to boost voter turnout and strengthen India’s  
democratic process. According to Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) Rajiv Kumar “remote 
voting will be a transformational initiative for strengthening participation in electoral 
democracy.”
The stagnation of voter turnout has been a concern which is refl ected in the following data- in  
2019, 67.40% of the 91.20 crore registered electors voted, slightly higher than 66.44% in 2014. 
In 2009, the turnout was 58.21%.  
While registered voters do not end up voting for a variety of reasons, domestic migration is a  
major contributor in the Indian context. After migrating to new cities, electors can have their 
names added to the electoral rolls of the constituency they ordinarily reside in, but many 
chose to retain the Voter ID from their home constituencies for various reasons. Political 

The short article explains the need for introducing Multi-Constituency Remote Electronic 
Voting Machine (RVM) in order to make the Indian Electoral Democracy more inclusive, 
vibrant and participatory. The article explains in detail the challenges faced by migrant 
voters and how the technological intervention helps to resolve the same. Although the idea 
is not free from issues but students are advised to include the content below as the latest 
example of Electoral Reforms and also as an example of initiatives by Election Commission 
in making elections in India, free, fair and transparent.
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Scientist Tariq Thachil  fi nds in a sample of Delhi construction workers that only one in fi ve 
migrants had ever voted in the city’s elections. 
This has not only resulted into what we call the phenomenon of   ‘de-facto disenfranchisement’ 
of migrants, it has also led to huge ‘citizenship defi cit’ as Dalits, Adivasis, and extremely 
backward castes form the bulk of the poorer and working sections of migrants in India. 
As per TISS study on ‘Inclusive Elections in India” sponsored by Election Commission of India,  
60% and 83% of domestic migrants have failed to cast a ballot in at least one national, state, 
or local election after moving- lowering voter turnout in the destination sites. 
‘Sons of Soil’   challenges have moderated signifi cantly, but fears of electoral backlash from 
constituents continue to deter political parties from extending voting rights to migrants- 
this further weakens incentives to provide constituency services to them- the crux of lack of 
political incentive for migrants to vote. 
Hearing a petition on the alleged denial of voting opportunities to migrants, the Supreme  
Court had in 2015 directed the EC to explore options for remote voting.

Multi-Constituency Remote Electronic Voting Machine (RVM)

(Students may Refer this Content mainly for Prelims)
EC has developed a prototype for a Multi-Constituency Remote Electronic Voting Machine 
(RVM) that can handle multiple constituencies from a single remote polling booth.  The RVM 
will be able to handle 72 constituencies in a single remote polling booth. The special remote 
polling booths would be set up in diff erent states when elections are on in the home state of 
migrants. The remote voter will have to pre-register for the facility by applying online or offl  ine 
with the Returning Offi  cer of the home constituency. The special polling stations would then 
be set up in the places of current residence of the remote voters. 

The RVM is based on the currently used EVM system.   The RVMs are “stand alone, 
non-networked systems,” eff ectively providing the voter the same experience as 
currently used EVMs. 
They will be set up in remote locations outside the state under similar conditions as  
current polling booths. RVMs is that a single Remote Ballot Unit (RBU) will be able to 
cater to multiple constituencies (as many as 72) by using a “dynamic ballot display 
board” instead of the usual printed paper ballot sheet on EVMs. 
The Ballot Unit Overlay Display (BUOD) will show the requisite candidates based on  
the constituency number read on the voter’s Constituency card. A barcode scanning 
system will be used to read these cards.
The voting process will be as follows: after verifying a voter’s identity, their constituency  
card will be read with a public display showing the constituency details and candidates. 
This will also be displayed privately, on the BUOD in the RVM’s RBU. The voter will 
then vote, and each vote will be stored constituency-wise in the control unit of the 
voting machine.
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Benefi ts of RVMs

Domestic migrants won’t have to travel back to their home states to vote.   This will help to 
check migration-based disenfranchisement, the issue that has been acknowledged by 
the EC too.
The EC’s decision is aligned on the line of making India a more   inclusive, participatory, and 
vibrant democracy.
According to EC’s claims that   RVMs are as secure as currently used EVMs as this is a robust, 
failproof and effi  cient stand-alone system based on existing electronic voting machines and 
will not be connected to the internet. 
It will ensure fair elections which are also included in the basic structure of the constitution. 

However, system has certain issues and challenges -

How would migrants be defi ned? -   migrants are not a uniform and defi ned class, with 
fl uid identities, locations, and situations. In context the problem for the EC is to create an 
inclusive defi nition of migrants which at the same time does not open the system up to 
misuse. The Registrar General of India, the Union Labour and Employment Ministry and the 
National Sample Survey Organization had diff erent meanings of “migrant”. The 2011 Census 
says 45.36 crore Indians or 37% of the population are “migrants” and 75% of these migrants 
moved due to marriage or other family-related reasons.
Will it be secure as EVM’s have already been questioned on this ground? -   various 
countries reject EVMs for paper-based ballots. For e.g., the German Constitutional Court has 
pronounced against EVM use in 2009, the U.S. the National Academy of Sciences has already 
recommended against pure electronic voting in a public report in 2018. In this context this 
move has the potential to raise further questions on the sanctity of the electoral process itself. 
More technological components are bound to raise further questions regarding RVMs.
Creating unequal fi elds for political parties-   Remote voting can theoretically provide an 
added edge to bigger parties and richer candidates who can campaign across the constituency 
and beyond. This will aff ect the level playing fi eld in the context of election campaigning.
The political marginalization of migrants also happens due to methodological and policy fl aws  
because government data gathering systems don’t capture what we call “seasonal migrants/
circulatory migrants/short term” migrants. Based on NSSO it has been estimated that the 
number of short term/seasonal migrants from 200 million to 250 million- the most exploited, 
most disenfranchised citizens who were preponderant in the crowd of jobless hungry migrants 
walking back home during the COVID-19 crisis.

Thus, ECI’s move of RVMs is a right step in the direction of making India an inclusive, participatory 
and vibrant democracy so that no voter is left behind. However, considering the challenges and 
issues involved it is important for the EC to consider these issues to ensure that RVMs fulfi l the 
vision with which these have been designed.
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JUDICIAL REFORMS: DEBATE ON 
COLLEGIUM SYSTEM

The debate related to the process of the judicial appointments and transfers has resurfaced  
once again calling the present appointment process, the collegium system as “opaque“.  It 
has been criticized for creating a huge pendency of cases in courts to vacant posts of judges 
and for working behind the walls. 
Under the system, the Chief Justice of India along with four senior-most Supreme Court  
judges recommend appointments and transfers of judges. A High Court Collegium, 
meanwhile, is led by the incumbent Chief Justice and the two seniors most judges of 
that court. 
In the constitution,   Articles 124 and 217 deal with the appointment of judges to the Supreme 
Court and high courts of the country. Article 124(2) states “every Judge of the Supreme Court 
shall be appointed by the President” after “consultation” with the judges of the Supreme 
Court and the high courts, “as the President may deem necessary”. 
So, while the collegium system itself does not fi gure in the Constitution, its legal basis  
is found in three Supreme Court judgments — usually referred to as the ‘Judges Cases’ 
— concerning the higher judiciary which has been explained further in this article.
This system was introduced with the intention of introducing broad based consultation with  
wider interest rather than vesting in a single executive that is president without keeping checks 
and balances.  Bhagwati J supported that there must be a Collegium to make recommendations 
to the President in regard to appointment of a Supreme Court or High Court Judge. He 
considered it unwise to entrust power particularly to make crucial and sensitive appointments, 
such as judicial appointments, to a single individual (the President) without putting checks and 
controls on the exercise of such a power.  Bhagwati focused on the necessity of establishing 
a collegium system in India in the case S.P. Gupta v Union of India. 

The short article examines a fairly well-known issue of Indian politics i.e. Judicial Appointments 
which is back in lime light due to recent statements on the matter being issued from both 
sides i.e. Judiciary and Executive. The article examines the evolution of the Collegium system, 
its need, its merits, and demerits and the same can be quoted in answers on straightforward 
questions on judicial appointments. But in general also, the collegium issue needs to fi nd 
mention on questions on Judicial Activism, Judicial Overreach, Judicial Independence and 
Reforms in Judiciary. 
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It was expected to be having following advantages with the introduction of the collegium-
The collegium system increases secrecy.   According to Ruma Pal, this system is one of the 
best kept secrets in the country for proper and eff ective functioning of the institution that 
makes the system opaquer.
The collegium system makes Judiciary independent from politics   separating the judiciary 
from the infl uence of executive and legislative. The judiciary can work without any fear and 
any sort of favour. This ensures the regulation of the doctrine of separation of power.
The Collegium system ensures that the deserving one is sitting in the position of the  
Judge in the Supreme Court. Collegium is composed of persons who are expected to have 
knowledge of the persons who may be fi t for appointment on the Bench and of qualities 
required for appointment.  The executive organ is not specialist or does not have the knowledge 
regarding the requirements of the Judge as comparative to the CJI. 

Evolution of the Collegium

In the   First Judge case, (S P Gupta Vs Union of India, 1981), the Supreme Court by a 
majority judgement held that the concept of primacy of the Chief Justice of India was not 
really to be found in the Constitution. It held that the proposal for appointment to a High 
Court can emanate from any of the constitutional functionaries mentioned in Article 217 and 
not necessarily from the Chief Justice of the High Court. 
It was also held that the term “consultation” used in Articles 124 and 217 was not  
“concurrence” – meaning that although the President will consult these functionaries, his 
decision was not bound to be in concurrence with all of them. The judgement tilted the 
balance of power in appointments of judges of High Courts in favour of the executive. 
In the   Second Judge case, J. S. Verma overruled the majority view in the First Judges Case.  In 
the Supreme Court Advocates-on-Record Association Vs Union of India, 1993, a nine-judge 
Constitution Bench overruled the decision in S P Gupta, and devised a specifi c procedure called 
‘Collegium System’ for the appointment and transfer of judges in the higher judiciary.  
Verma J held that the opinion given by the CJI in the consultative process had to be formed  
considering the views of the two seniors most judges of the Supreme Court. This would ensure 
that the opinion of the Chief Justice of India was not merely his individual opinion, but an 
opinion formed collectively by a body of men at the apex level in the judiciary. 
Thus, the President’s role as the appointing authority is reduced to the minimum. The  
word ‘consultation,’ used in Articles 124(2) and 217(1) of the Constitution, tends to 
be interpreted as ‘concurrence’. The Supreme court said “The role of the CJI is primal in 
nature because this being a topic within the judicial family, the Executive cannot have 
an equal say in the matter,”. 
It added that although it was open to the executive to ask the collegium to reconsider the  
matter if it had an objection to the name recommended, but if on reconsideration, the 
collegium reiterated the recommendation, the executive was bound to make the appointment. 
The President is reduced to only an approver. 
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However, confusion prevails as the CJIs start taking unilateral decisions without  
consulting two colleagues. Thus, The Collegium of judges, as proposed by Bhagwati J, could 
only be established in India through the passing of an amendment to the provisions of Articles 
124(2) and 217(1) of the Constitution. 
This issue was resolved i  n the Three Judges Case, 1998 as the Supreme Court lays down 
that the CJIs should consult with a plurality of four senior-most Supreme Court judges 
to form his opinion on judicial appointments and transfers. 
This opinion further solidifi ed the system, expanding the collegium from three to fi ve judges.  
Despite subsequent challenges, the apex court has consistently upheld the system, reaffi  rming 
its status as the established method for appointing judges in India.

However, critics of the collegium system point out that Article 124 of the Constitution, 
which deals with appointment of judges, does not include the word ‘collegium’. What has 
been debated is whether the Supreme Court, through the judgments in the Second Judges 
Case (1993) and the Third Judges Case (1998) ―which institutionalized the collegium 
system―indulged in over-reach and gave to itself a function that was not originally, in the 
Constitutional scheme, a part of its jurisdiction. The Collegium system is not rooted in the 
Constitution. Instead, it has evolved through judgments of the Supreme Court. The collegium is 
criticized on the following grounds-

This system does not provide any guidelines in selecting the candidates for the judge position  
of the Supreme Court because of which it leads to wide scope for nepotism and favouritism. 
Because of which the deserving candidates are unable to be appointed as the Judge.
The collegium system does not have any criteria for testing the candidate as well as they  
don’t investigate any background of the candidates and they are not accountable to any 
administrative body that may lead to wrong choice of the candidate while overlooking the 
right candidate.
Already there are   many cases pending in the Court, they are having limited time. The power 
given to them for the appointment would lead to a burden to the Judiciary.
The principle of check and balance is violated in this system as this system gives the immense  
power to Judiciary to appoint Judges, so the check on the excessive powers would not be 
ensured and misuse of powers can be done.
This system leads to non-transparency of the judicial system, which is very harmful for the  
regulation of law and order in the country.
The Supreme Court Bar Association has blamed it for creating a “give-and-take” culture,  
creating a rift between the haves and have-nots.
Appointment of   Justice Soumitra Sen to the Calcutta High Court in 2006 is an example 
of fl awed appointment under the collegium. He was appointed despite allegations of 
misappropriating funds while serving as a court-appointed advocate in a dispute between 
two public sector undertakings. 
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A more recent instance of the collegium’s failure is the case of   Justice Akil Kureshi, who was 
passed over for promotion as the Chief Justice of the Gujarat High Court despite being the 
senior-most judge in the state. This decision was seen as being based on discrimination and 
favouritism rather than merit, raising concerns about the fairness and transparency of the 
system. These instances demonstrate the need for reform in the collegium system in order to 
ensure a more transparent, accountable, and fair process for selection.
Former Chief Justice of the Allahabad High Court Justice   Govind Mathur, however, says that 
while it would not be appropriate to call the collegium system unconstitutional, he thinks that 
the system is neither apt nor in consonance with the Constitutional intent. “Chapter IV of 
part III of the Constitution does not prescribe any administrative work of the Supreme 
Court,”. The intent was to keep Supreme Court judges involved in their judicial work without 
any administrative stress and not involving Supreme Court judges except the CJI. “In fact, the 
collegium system is causing several serious ailments to the judicial system, including 
delay in appointments and delay in justice delivery,”. 

NJAC -National Judicial Appointments Commission

In 2014, the Constitution (99th Amendment) Act, 2014 along with the National Judicial 
Appointments Commission (NJAC) Act, 2014, was passed providing for the creation of 
an independent commission to appoint judges to the Supreme Court and high courts to 
replace the collegium system. 
This was to replace the collegium system, which received criticism over the years for its 
lack of transparency. The Constitution (99th Amendment) Act, introduced three key 
Articles- 124 A, B, and C and amended clause 2 of Article 124. Article 124A created the 
National Judicial Appointments Commission (NJAC), a constitutional body to replace the 
collegium system, Article 124B vested in this NJAC the power to make appointments 
to both the Supreme Court and the various high courts, and Article 124C accorded 
express authority to Parliament to make laws regulating the NJAC’s functioning. The 
NJAC was to be composed of:

The Chief Justice of India as the ex offi  cio Chairperson 
Two senior-most Supreme Court Judges as ex offi  cio members 
The Union Minister of Law and Justice as ex offi  cio member 
Two eminent persons from civil society (to be nominated by a committee consisting of  
the Chief Justice of India, Prime Minister of India, and the Leader of Opposition in the 
Lok Sabha; one of the eminent persons to be nominated from SC/ST/OBC/minorities 
or women)

However, On 16 October 2015, the Supreme Court found that the NJAC framework was 
unconstitutional. On the following ground-

Independence of the judiciary (and separation of powers) are part of the ‘Basic Structure’  
of the Constitution.
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The presence of the Union Law Minister on the NJAC is a violation of the principle of  
separation of powers and is therefore also a violation of the Basic Structure.
The NJAC system takes away primacy of the judiciary in judicial appointments, since only  
half its members are judicial members. Therefore, it seeks to alter the Basic Structure 
of the Constitution.

As a result, the majority struck down the constitutional amendment and the NJAC Act 
and restored the Collegium system. However, Justice Jasti Chelameswar dissented from 
the majority view, holding that the NJAC didn’t necessarily aff ect independence of the 
judiciary.

**********
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EWS RESERVATION: IMPACT ON 
AFFIRMATIVE ACTION IN INDIA

Affi  rmative action becomes essential in righting societal inequities. It is based on the   “principle 
of redress”; that undeserved inequalities call for rectifi cation. Since inequalities of birth are 
undeserved, these inequalities are to be somehow compensated for. 
According to Rawls, thus, in order to treat all persons equally and to provide genuine  
equality of opportunity, society must give more attention to those born into or placed 
in less favourable social positions. Affi  rmative action was established as a part of society’s 
eff orts to address continuing problems of discrimination. 
M. Van Chandola   says that to alleviate discriminatory practices against certain historically 
oppressed groups, a small number of countries have adopted affi  rmative action. In the United 
States, affi  rmative action is defi ned as a system of preferential treatment for minorities and 
women which attempts to compensate them for being denied opportunities of advancement 
due to past and present discrimination.
Other countries, like India, have adopted affi  rmative action to deal with the disadvantaged  
segments of their populations. India created affi  rmative action to remedy its history of 
discrimination against groups, such as the “untouchables,” who occupy the lowest rung in the 
Hindu caste system.
The founding fathers of the Indian Constitution were aware of the prevailing miserable and  
appalling conditions of backward groups who had remained far behind and segregated 
from the national and social mainstream and had continued to be socially oppressed and 
economically exploited for centuries due to various types of disabilities. 

The below article provides a brief background of the constitutional position of Reservation 
in India and also provides arguments which link it with the larger idea of affi  rmative action. 
By elaborating on the nuances of reservation for Economically Weaker Sections, the article 
explains how the new law has expanded the scope of affi  rmative action in India, which 
now includes both caste-based and class-based protection. At the same time the scholarly 
comments at the end of article raise pertinent questions on the effi  cacy of such initiatives 
and how it stands to impact the delicate power balance in Indian Politics in the long run. The 
article overall is very vital for answering questions related to examination of the Economic 
Criteria based reservation policies.
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The Indian Constitution expressly allows “reservations” or quotas.   According to Aswini 
Deshpandey “India uses quota systems in the form of reservation policies by reserving 
seats for underrepresented categories of citizens in public employment, educational 
institutions, and legislative bodies.” The reservation policy operated in India is considered 
as affi  rmation action initiated in India which is operative generally in three domains, viz., 
education, public employment, and legislative assemblies. 
Generally, the reservation is provided to Scheduled Castes (SC), Scheduled Tribes (ST) and  
Other Backward Classes in the ratio of 15%, 7.5% and 27% respectively in public employment 
and educational institutions. However, after the insertion of Articles 15(6) and 16(6) in 
the Constitution of India by the Constitution (103rd Amendment) Act, 10% reservation 
was also extended to the groups of people belonging to an economically weaker section 
other than the above-reserved classes in higher educational institutions and initial public 
employment implications on the discourse of affi  rmative action in India.
Before the introduction of clause 6 in Article 15 and clause 6 in Article 16 respectively, the  
State identifi ed three distinct groups for the purpose of reservations in public sector jobs and 
higher educational institutions: (i) Scheduled Castes, (ii) Scheduled Tribes, and (iii) Socially 
and Educationally Backward Classes (more popularly known as Other Backward Classes).  But 
the newly introduced category – Economically Weaker Sections (of citizens) – fundamentally 
diff ers from these earlier groupings, and thus also transforms the purpose the reservation 
policy is supposed to serve. How the EWS reservation is diff erent in its approach from 
the already existing reservation criteria in the Indian constitution and how it can aff ect 
Indian politics has been explained in the following paragraphs.   
The already existing reservation for the SCs, STs, and OBCs has been premised upon their  
collective group identity whereas the newly enacted law enabling the EWS reservation 
is based on the economic criteria of individuals who do not belong to SC, ST, and OBC 
categories. 
So, the new law has expanded the scope of affi  rmative action in India, which now  
includes both caste-based and class-based protection. It has also moved from a group-
centric approach to a reservation policy that caters to individuals based on income 
parameters.  
The Supreme Court, by upholding the EWS reservation policy, endorses the idea that  
reservations can be provided to accord protection beyond caste-identities and can be carved 
out for the economically vulnerable sections of people.
Since Independence, reservation policy has been perceived as an extreme tool for protection of  
only the historically marginalized caste-based communities to mitigate the social exploitation, 
discrimination, and backwardness of the vulnerable caste groups but this has expanded the 
logic of affi  rmative action in India. 
With the enactment of the EWS, reservation can be seen as the Indian state’s conduit of welfarism  
to address the present problems of poverty, economic deprivation, and unemployment. 
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So, the reservation policy that was hitherto only perceived as an instrument for inclusive  
representation and enabler of equal opportunity for historically marginalized castes, 
has now also become a supposedly emancipatory tool to battle economic inequalities 
that are tied to individuals rather than a group. 
Yamini Aiyar   says, “the real travesty in the introduction of EWS quotas is the attempt to 
rationalize it as necessary to address injustices of economic inequality and poverty.” It is 
absurd to argue that the 10 per cent quota is a way to address deep-seated policy failures to 
invest in health, education and create quality jobs.
Also, the trajectory of caste-based political mobilization created a dynamic in which the  
relationship between the individual voter and the political party (including its leadership) was 
mediated primarily through group-based identifi cation and collective, interest-based claim-
making on State resources. 
However in recent years, the dynamics of voter mobilization is undergoing a profound  
shift where voters are being mobilized through a strategy of establishing a direct 
connection with the party leadership for voter loyalty and abject trust. This is what 
Political Scientist Neelanjan Sircar calls the “politics of vishwas” -- a politics built around 
the charisma of the leader.
   Group identity is being carefully relegated to the background and the direct and the direct 
relationship is forging voter mobilization. According to Ambar Kumar Ghosh, “expansion of 
the logic of welfare to a reservation policy that goes beyond backward castes might open 
more demands and avenues for mass mobilizations towards other forms of affi  rmative 
action.” 
This might have major repercussions of the competitive landscape of India’s democratic politics  
and governance architecture.  Moreover, the reservations as a tool for political mobilization 
set limits on the promise of a genuine politics of social justice and rights, especially in North 
India, by creating a political context in which reservations become the end rather than the 
means. 

Therefore, the EWS reservation is expected to shape the procedural as well as aspirational dynamics 
of the discourse of affi  rmative action in India. With increasing economic inequality and increasing 
political mobilization around identity, aspirations and access to resources, a new facet of politics 
based on socio-economic justice can further shape the discourse of affi  rmative action in India.

**********
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LINGUISTIC POLITICS IN 
INDIA: WITH REFERENCE TO 

MAHARASHTRA -KARNATAKA ISSUE

Every country has one or more offi  cially recognized languages for administrative and  
educational purposes. But this becomes more complex in multilingual countries like India 
where linguistic diversities are huge not only among the states but also within the states.  
In India, the signifi cance of language as the basis of identity in India was recognized in the  
early twentieth century when Congress had organised itself on the linguistic lines. But after 
independence, the Congress had shown its reluctance to organise states on the linguistic 
basis till the State Reorganisation Commission made its recommendation for linguistic 
organisation of states. 
Soon after independence, most states recognised the language spoken by the majority as  
the offi  cial language, whereas some, like Nagaland, chose English. Some others also chose 
two offi  cial languages depending on the sentiments and demographic composition of their 
respective territories. 
Another issue that demanded attention was deciding the language in education and the  
medium of instruction in state-run schools which was responded to by the government with 
the three-language formula (TLF). The state departments of education provided special 
provisions for linguistic minorities, who were granted the fundamental right by the Constitution 
to establish educational institutions imparting education in the mother tongue. 
As discussed earlier   the State Reorganisation Commission made its recommendation for 
linguistic organisation of states, this reorganisation of the states on the linguistic basis in 
1956, however, did not resolve the language question.

The below article talks in detail about the inception of linguistic politics in India with special 
reference to the ongoing dispute between Maharashtra and Karnataka regarding the 
district of Belagavi. While the dispute itself is not purely on linguistic lines, but it can lead 
to questions on the nature of linguistic politics in India since Independence. The same has 
been elaborated through examples in the article and students are advised to prepare the 
factual examples of such tensions/disputes as ready reference. Special emphasis needs to be 
given to history of such disputes in the North-East. Factors driving such disputes mentioned 
at the onset of the article are to be used for discussing the nature of linguistic politics and 
its evolution over the years.



36

connect@momentumias.com | prateek.tripathi@momentumias.com

2nd Floor, 17A/41 WEA, Gurudwara Road, Karol Bagh, Delhi-110005

https://youtube.com/channel/UCbm-hqbXj4levDSITryu5TQ https://piyushchaubey.com

8929879230 892987923, 1 https://t.me/piyush_choubey

In several states, there are sections who speak languages which are diff erent from the languages  
spoken by the majority of people in such states. They are known as linguistic minorities.  The 
unresolved issue of language question gave rise to the language- based confl icts within the 
states. 
In India, on several occasions’ language has become an issue of political contest. This has  
impacted the politics of several linguistic groups in India. 
Such politics or the linguistic politics has been impacted by the following factors  : perception 
of linguistics of themselves and of the linguistic majorities; the linguistic majorities’ 
perception of the linguistic minorities; and the attitude of the linguistic majorities 
towards linguistic minorities. 
The linguistic majorities in several states demand that the other linguistic groups accept the  
language of the majorities as medium of instruction in educational institutions, and as the 
offi  cial language. Several linguistic groups demand recognition of language as an offi  cial 
language or its inclusion in the VIII Schedule and their recognition as offi  cial language. 
Such demand is generally made by the linguistic groups along with other demands relating  
to them such as economic development, employment, protection of their cultural identities 
and political autonomy. In this respect the demands of the linguistic groups are also their 
demands as those of ethnic groups. 
The linguistic minorities demand protection of their own languages by asking for opening  
educational institutions where the medium of instruction could be their mother tongue rather 
than that of the linguistic majority. 
The diff erences between linguistic groups in a state often lead to linguistic confl icts. There are  
innumerable examples of linguistic confl icts in states in India. 
This confl ict has been a major issue in northeastern India where confl ict is between indigenous,  
who have been living there for generations and those who have migrated to the region in 
search of employment and for any other purpose and settled there permanently e.g. the 
Assamese-Bengali linguistic confl ict.  
Also in the 1960s, the Assamese government attempted to make Assamese compulsory as  
a medium of instruction in the institutions in the areas where non-Assamese were spoken 
by most people which led to violent clashes by non-assamese speakers. It also resulted in 
demand for a tribal state in the Khasi dominated part of Assam. 
All non-Assamese communities including Bengalis, other non- tribals and tribal groups  
launched an agitation in the Khasi, Jaintia, and Garo hills for the formation of a separate state. 
The new state of Meghalaya was formed in 1972.
In another example, as discussed by   Sanjib Baruha in India Against Itself, after the signing 
of the Assam Accord in 1986, the Bodos underlined that their identity was diff erent 
from Assamese, and Bodo was their language. 
Another example is of   linguistic confl ict between Tamil Nadu and Karnataka who were 
involved in fi erce language-based riots in 1992. Although the riot was not directly related 
to language. But the Tamil speaking community was targeted by the Kannada speakers in 
Karnataka. 
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Paul R Brass argues that the state governments introduced discriminatory policies  
against the minority languages and the central government did not provide protection 
to them. The central government’s attitude towards Urdu and Mithila spoken in north Bihar 
is among such examples. Any attempt to give Urdu as a status of offi  cial language is met with 
criticism by certain groups and is viewed as appeasement of Muslims. But the Urdu speaking 
section of society consider the opposition to Urdu as an attempt to discriminate against the 
linguistic minorities. 
In Punjab, the linguistic issue got linked with the communal divide between Hindus and Sikhs  
during the Punjabi Suba movement of the 1960s. Hindus in Punjab apprehended that creation 
of separate states of Punjab would reduce the Hindus to a minority community in Punjab. 
Among the most crucial examples of language politics is the case of Hindi language in 
South India, especially Tamil Nadu. In the 1960s, there was an agitation against adoption 
of Hindi as an offi  cial language following the decision. 
The ongoing dispute between Karnataka and Maharashtra over the status of Marathi  
and Kannada-speaking towns and villages along the border is one latest example of the 
linguistic issue which coincided with border dispute . In this dispute parts of the Belagavi 
district, among some of the other areas of northern Karnataka, are claimed by Maharashtra 
on linguistic grounds.  
When state boundaries were redrawn on linguistic lines as per the States Reorganisation Act  
of 1956, Belagavi became part of the erstwhile Mysore state. Maharashtra claims that parts of 
Belagavi, where Marathi is the dominant language, should remain in Maharashtra.   
However,   G. N. Devy says “the dispute is in the name of language, but it is not linguistic 
in essence. The Karnataka-Maharashtra border tensions are a fallout of competitive 
politics in this context appealing to language; chauvinism acquires an instrumentalist-
political demand. “

**********
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PM TB MUKT ABHIYAAN

Tuberculosis is one of the ten major causes of mortality worldwide. The trend of increasing  
TB cases and drug resistance in India is very disturbing. India has the world’s highest 
tuberculosis (TB) burden, with an estimated 26 lakh people contracting the disease and 
approximately 4 lakh people dying from the disease every year. 
The economic burden of TB in terms of loss of lives, income and workdays is also substantial.  
The WHO’s Global TB Report 2021 observes that with a total estimated incidence of 
25.9 lakh TB cases, India is home to a quarter of the global burden of the disease. 
Poor socioeconomic status and living conditions are considered as strong risk factors linked with  
Latent Tuberculosis Infection in addition to malnourishment. These root causes of TB, like poverty, 
poor socio-economic conditions, and improper hygienic practices are still neglected in India. 
TB usually aff ects the most economically productive age group of society resulting in  
a signifi cant loss of working days and pushing TB patients further into the vortex of 
poverty. Most of the developed countries have eliminated diseases like TB before the advent 
of anti-tubercular drugs through socio-economic improvement. Although India is earmarking 
funding for prevention and control of TB, it is still mainly for diagnosis and treatment and not 
for primary prevention. 

Government Initiatives To Eliminate TB

Since 2016, India has been on a mission mode to eliminate TB by 2025, fi ve years ahead of the  
global target. From the National Tuberculosis Programme in 1962, a four-fold increase 

The below articles provides a detailed study of India’s fi ght against Tuberculosis. While the 
material focuses exclusively on the disease and the evolution of Institutional eff orts over 
the years to reduce its prevalence, the recently announced Pradhan Mantri TB Mukt Bharat 
Abhiyaan has been explained in detail, considering that a specifi c question can also be asked 
on the same. Students are advised to prepare factual data regarding prevalence and burden 
of the disease, eff orts so far to eliminate it ( just names of programs launched earlier would 
suffi  ce) and the specifi c aspects of Pradhan Mantri TB Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan. Challenges 
and suggestions regarding this eff ort have also been provided and the same need to be 
incorporated in answers where critical examination of the topic is being asked.
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in the budget to tackle the disease and a patient-centric National Strategic Plan for TB 
elimination, India has taken several initiatives in its fi ght against TB.
The Indian Government launched the   National Tuberculosis Programme in 1962 but this 
was not very successful.  The program was reviewed, and then, Revised National TB Control 
Program (RNTCP) was launched in 1993 on a pilot basis. Yet by 1998, it covered only 2% 
of the population. By 2006, the entire nation was covered by the RNTCP.
Under the Revised National TB Control Programme (RNTCP) in India, diagnostic and treatment  
services are integrated within the general health system. Now RNTCP is an integral part of the 
National Rural Health Mission (NRHM). For quality diagnosis, designated microscopy centers 
have been established for every one lakh population in the general areas and for every 50,000 
population in the tribal, hilly and diffi  cult areas.
Although RNTCP has made great strides in the last decade, but it is still facing challenges  
for example microscopy is still the mainstay of diagnosis, the disease is distributed unevenly 
throughout the country which makes it diffi  cult to achieve the goals.
National Strategic plan (NSP 2012–2017)   includes mandatory notifi cation of all TB cases, 
integration of the program with the general health services (National Health Mission), national 
drug resistance surveillance, and many more. 
National Strategic Plan (NSP) 2017-25   aims to eliminate TB as a public health problem 
from the country by the year 2025 (ten years before the global target). It has four key 
thrust areas: detect, treat, prevent, and build. The NSP 2017–2025 focuses on consolidating 
the achievements of previous NSP. 
The National Tuberculosis Elimination Programme (NTEP)-   In 2020, the RNTCP was renamed 
as the National TB Elimination Program (NTEP) to emphasise the aim of the Government of India to 
eliminate TB in India by 2025, fi ve years ahead of the Sustainable Development Goals. 
It reached over a billion people in 632 districts/reporting units and is responsible  
for carrying out the Government of India’s fi ve-year National Strategic Plans for TB 
elimination along with the States/UTs.

Pradhan Mantri TB Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan

The Pradhan Mantri TB Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan has been envisioned to bring together all 
community stakeholders to support those on TB treatment and accelerate the country’s 
progress towards TB elimination. It was launched on September 9, 2022. Pradhan Mantri 
TB Mukt Bharat Abhiyan is a campaign to mobilise and render community support 
for persons with TB. The aim of the campaign is to eliminate TB by 2025. Under this 
campaign, any person, any representative, or tigmatizing can adopt TB patients and the 
adopted patients will be taken care of. 

Objectives

Additional patient support to improve treatment outcomes of TB patients. 
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Augment community involvement in meeting India’s commitment to end TB by 2025 
Leverage Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) activities. 

Scope of the Initiative

The digital portal Nikshay-   The Ni-kshay Mitra portal provides a platform for donors 
to provide various forms of support to those undergoing TB treatment. Under this 
initiative, individuals, organisations, corporates, cooperative organisations, elected 
leaders and NGOs can provide support to persons suff ering from TB by adopting 
them. 
The Ni-kshay Mitra- The people and institutions who come forward to take care  
of the patients will be called “Nikshay Mitras’’ . They will provide additional support 
to all the on-treatment TB patients who have   given consent for support, in the 
selected health facilities /blocks/urban wards/districts/states. 

Only individual Ni-kshay Mitra can choose patients from a given health facility.  

The other Ni-kshay Mitras have to choose the entire geographical unit (blocks/ 

urban wards/districts/states).  The type of additional assistance that may be 
provided by the Ni-kshay Mitra to on-treatment TB patients who have given 
consent for support shall include the following: 
Nutritional support  

Additional investigations for the diagnosed TB patients  

Vocational support d. Additional nutritional supplements  

The minimum period of commitment for providing additional support to the TB  

patient shall be one year.

Potential of the Initiative 

This initiative will   increase the active involvement of society in the fi ght against 
tuberculosis. 
This activity aims at   increasing awareness among the public regarding tuberculosis. 
Involvement of the community in supporting the treatment cascade shall also help in  
the reduction of stigma. 

Provision of additional support to the TB patient shall also   result in the reduction of 
the out-of-pocket expenditure for the family of the TB patient. 
Ultimately   improved nutrition for the TB patient shall result in better treatment 
outcomes.
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Challenges And Issues Involved In Fight Against TB

Delay in diagnosis-   It is the time interval between the onset of symptoms and confi rmation of 
TB in the patient. This includes patient delay and health system delay. Patient delay: Period 
from the onset of the fi rst symptom related to pulmonary TB to the fi rst medical consultation. 
Health system delay: period from the fi rst consultation to the date of diagnosis.  TB during 
childhood is also quite under-diagnosed and under-reported in India. Increased detection of 
childhood TB cases is essential to control TB in the general population.
Problem of drug-resistant TB-   New strains of TB have developed resistance to the standard 
medicines. These patients need longer treatment and also chemotherapy at times. Indian 
clinics have access to newly developed drugs that successfully cured multi-drug resistant TB in 
other parts of the world, but these are not many in numbers who receive these medications. 
Mumbai is India’s epicentre of multi-drug resistant TB, representing 11.5 percent of the 
country’s 147,000 cases.
Lack of infrastructure and funds –   People who get diagnosed aren’t given adequate 
treatment, as there is a lack of the latest equipment. Funding is another one of India’s 
big challenges. Field offi  cers are severely hampered by lack of money who are the fi rst line 
of defence against the spread of TB is raising awareness in communities. Lack of funding 
impacts diagnosis and treatment, too as there is Lack of personnel and labs with inadequate 
equipment in urban slums and rural areas.
Overburdened public health system-   In India, the government health care system is 
overburdened and the private system isn’t transparent or highly monitored and that can lead 
to problems with medical records. In 2014, WHO suggested that the state-run Revised 
National TB Control Program had failed to log about 800,000 new cases of TB. So private 
doctors either wrongly reported or failed to report a huge number of TB cases even while 
treating them.
Increasing Air Pollution-   Several studies have concluded there is a possible link between air 
pollution and the risk of active tuberculosis. In India, the rise of TB infections has coincided 
with the dismal air quality index in many Indian cities. Cities like Delhi and Kanpur have seen 
higher incidence of respiratory illnesses and compromised lung functioning that are directly 
linked to the increased particulate matter in the air.
Diffi  culties involved in Monitoring and Regulating-    this becomes a diffi  cult task especially 
in a densely populated country like India . There is also emergence of “totally drug-resistant” 
TB in Mumbai and the growing concern that routine TB control is facing.
Societal attitude –   People have stigmatizing opinions and misconceptions about tuberculosis 
patients such as they are dirty, alcoholic, unemployed, hereditary-related, bad family, and 
occupation-related. These tigmatizing thoughts often lead to discrimination against 
people with TB in diff erent ways like losing the current job or unable to get a new 
job, shunned by family and friends, cannot get married, and receiving poor treatment. 
People who face unaddressed stigma and discrimination develop poorer psychosocial health 
and are less likely to recover from disease due to lack of self-motivation towards treatment.
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Covid-19 and Its Impact On TB

Both TB and COVID-19 are infectious diseases that primarily involve the lungs. Overcrowding 
promotes further propagation of both diseases. Since both TB and COVID-19 primarily 
aff ect the lungs, they share common symptoms which include cough, fever and breathing 
diffi  culty. This can lead to mistakes due to common symptoms and delay the diagnosis 
of TB. The delay in diagnosis of TB can result in increased severity of the disease at 
presentation as well as the risk of TB transmission in the community. 

 Covid-19 Impact On TB Control EffortS

Redeployment of TB services staff  and reallocation of fi nances to COVID related  
activities has impacted all activities of the TB elimination program from diagnosis 
to treatment and prevention. Supply chains were disrupted in many parts of the 
country.
Transportation of drugs and medical supplies, as well as restricted mobility of patients  
and healthcare staff  due to multiple lockdowns, resulted in a delay in TB diagnosis, 
treatment initiation and follow-up leading to missed doses and treatment failure. 
Even BCG vaccination of children was severely reduced during this pandemic. 
Both TB and COVID-19 share similar social determinants, including overcrowding,  
poverty, and air pollution.
Lockdown periods impacted livelihoods making people more eager to return to jobs  
and livelihood rather than seek health care thus further delaying the diagnosis.
The acquisition of COVID-19, as well as the use of corticosteroids for its management  
may also carry the risk of exogenous TB infection, or reactivation of old 
endogenous infection. Likewise, those with active TB or who have structural lung 
disease secondary to healed pulmonary Koch’s disease are probably at a greater risk 
of developing COVID-19. 

What can be done?

To achieve the SDG goal of TB elimination, fast-tracking of new drugs, regimens, vaccines, 
and most importantly, faster implementation of research fi ndings in patient management 
should be the new norm. Extended monitoring and safety data collection can be done 
in the fi eld as done for COVID-19 vaccines.  Civil Society Organisation and the media 
should actively highlight the disruptions to TB health services and research and 
emphasise the needs of people with TB and press for political commitment and

continued funding for research while tackling other emergencies. Periodic availability 
of TB burden related data and transparency for appropriate action could pave the way for 
bending the curve to achieve TB elimination targets. To conclude, the COVID-19
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pandemic has changed the global society. This pandemic has shown that accelerated 
research and faster adoption of research fi ndings, rapid information sharing with enhanced 
global collaboration can result in improved clinical care. With continued access to TB 
services, good public-private partnership along with increased coverage of COVID-19 
vaccinations challenges in TB control and COVID waves can be tackled.

What Is More Required To End TB?

Increasing social awareness-   For the TB mitigation strategy to be eff ective, it is important 
to increase levels of awareness of people about the disease. It is also crucial to ensure that 
the people aff ected by the disease overcome social insecurities and access TB care and utilise 
the government’s TB programme. Rebrand RNTCP (name/logo/slogan) to minimize the 
stigmatization
Engage diverse stakeholders,   especially elected representatives, and civil society, and 
establish intersectoral coordination.

Elected representatives’ initiative and participation can help to amplify the right messages  

about available care services, destigmatize the disease and encourage people to seek 
care. 
This could be achieved by supporting grassroots workers such as ASHAs, anganwadi  

workers and self-help groups who strive hard to sustain a responsive health system at the 
local level. The government’s initiative and people’s participation can make it a success. 
When people connect with an abhiyan, the probability of success goes up,”

Empower and engage the TB community –   TB patients must not be seen as passive recipients 
of care, and they should be made key stakeholders at all stages of planning, decision making, 
implementation, and monitoring.
Involving the private sector   can help the government keep track of TB cases, while also 
ensuring patients get the correct treatment.  Skilled workforce important to reach the private 
sector This would require additional training and a larger workforce because health workers 
today are not equipped to work outside of the public sector, she explained.
Increase budgetary provisions   (at present, it is only 3%) and launch a national TB campaign 
engaging ambassadors at regional level to increase visibility.
A preventive approach, more research,   and a gender focus TB programme should target 
women, especially in states that have high gender inequality, where women are more likely 
to be undernourished as well as less likely to seek treatment for TB. Not only do women face 
the burden of disease second-hand as they are more likely to take care of a family member 
diagnosed with TB, but women are also more prone to certain kinds of extra-pulmonary TB 
that are hard to diagnose.

**********
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SUSTAINABLE URBANISATION
IN INDIA

India, the second most populous country in the world, accounts for 11 per cent of the total global 
urban population housing 461 million people in cities and towns in 2018 (UNDESA, 2019) and 
India’s urban population is estimated to stand at 675 million in 2035.  According to the 
U.N. after the COVID-19 pandemic, the global urban population is back on track to grow 
by another 2.2 billion by 2050. Considering this increasing trend of urbanization , sustainable 
urbanization is very signifi cant for India. The importance of sustainable urbanization has been also 
globally recognised through several globally agreed agendas like the Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs) in 2000 and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in 2015.

Challenges That Urbanisation Is Facing In India

Increasing population and lack of urban infrastructure-   The high share of urban population 
coupled with low investments in urban development have resulted in a poor level of urban 
infrastructure in the country. Cities are also plagued by congestion, pollution, climate change, 
food insecurity and urban sprawls, commonly the manifestations of messy and haphazard 
urbanization. Most urban bodies do not generate the revenues needed to renew infrastructure, 
nor do they have the credit worthiness to access capital markets for funds
Poor implementation of 74th Constitutional Amendment Act -   Through its 74th 
Constitutional Amendment Act (CAA), 1992, civic responsibilities were to be transferred from 
state governments to city governments. 

The given article below focuses upon the level of urbanization in the country, along with the 
need for sustainability, considering the expansion of cities in contemporary times. Thus, there 
will come some international conventions, apart from SDG – 9 and SDG – 11. Therefore, the 
content will also provide the space for challenges associated with hyper-urbanization with 
no cohesive planning to deter any issue in the due course of time. To consolidate the same, 
a case study of Bengaluru has been provided. In addition to this, the content will also throw 
light on diff erent government initiatives and governance practices taken from time to time. 
A discussion will also occur on the 12th Schedule and 74th Constitutional Amendment to 
give a value-addition material and a holistic overview of this topic that you can inculcate in 
your answers.
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However,   poor devolution of funds, functions, and functionaries to cities. 
Consequently,   local governments are weak, ineff ective, and unable to function as 
democratic units of self-governance.
Indian cities have   ceremonial mayors with brief tenures without having enough power to 
design and implement any project.
Ward Development Committees (WDCs) to promote citizen participation in urban  

governance have not been constituted in many cities or are nonfunctional.
Indian cities are governed by multiple agencies for provision and management of  

civic functions. This multiplicity in the governance structure is one of the major challenges 
in implementing and monitoring the targets of SDGs at the local level. 

Urbanization and its impact on the  environment   of the country- The unplanned 
urbanization and excessive usage of natural resources has made a defective infl uence upon the 
available resources in the form of pollution of land, water and air. In India, rapid urbanization 
and uncontrolled growth rate of population has enhanced Municipal solid waste (MSW) and 
has increased noise pollution many fold.
Lack of urban planning —   Our cities routinely neglect key elements of urban planning — 
stormwater drains are ignored, and lakes and rivers are neglected while concretizing urban 
spaces. Indian cities, by and large, are very poor in executing urban projects. Bengaluru scored 
55.67 out of 100 in the Quality-of-Life metric in the Centre for Science and Environment’s Ease of 
Living Index 2020. The Bangalore fl ood is the latest example of unplanned urbanization. 

Urban fl oods have now become a national phenomenon, for example, in July 2022, heavy  

rainfall inundated Ahmedabad, Chennai fl ood in 2021. 

Case Study; Bangaluru Flood

The fl ood is an indication of the lack of urban planning, stormwater drains are ignored,  
and lakes and rivers are neglected while concretising urban spaces. 
The massive demand for land and the city Ignored the topography of the land,  
construction began in the valleys and ridges, which in turn altered the original 
topography, with minor drains disappearing.

Bengaluru was long celebrated as the city of lakes, but its governance has been  

unkind to the elaborate ecosystem that had sustained the city in the past. 
Many of the lakes have been fi lled up, encroachment and concretization and the  

interconnectivity between water bodies has been disrupted.
Bengaluru also has an extremely fractured governance system. The urban local  

body has truncated functions, and several parallel agencies have been created 
to manage separate services e.g.  Water and wastewater are managed by the 
Bangalore Water Supply and Sewerage Board.



connect@momentumias.com | prateek.tripathi@momentumias.com

2nd Floor, 17A/41 WEA, Gurudwara Road, Karol Bagh, Delhi-110005

https://youtube.com/channel/UCbm-hqbXj4levDSITryu5TQ https://piyushchaubey.com

8929879230 892987923, 1https://t.me/piyush_choubey 47

On the planning side, Bangalore Development Authority is the principal planning  

authority for the city, and the Bangalore Metropolitan Management Authority is 
responsible for the planning of the Bengaluru metropolitan region.

Some Government Initiatives For Sustainable Urbanisation

Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT)   was launched on 25th 
June 2015 focusing on development of basic infrastructure, in the selected cities and towns, in 
the sectors of water supply; sewerage and septage management; storm water drainage; green 
spaces and parks; and non-motorized urban transport. 

Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT) 2.0 scheme  , which 
has been launched on 01 October 2021 for the period year 2021-22 to the fi nancial year 
2025-26, is designed to provide universal coverage of water supply through functional 
taps to all households in all the statutory towns in the country and coverage of sewage/
septage management in 500 cities covered in fi rst phase of the AMRUT scheme.

Smart City Mission-   The objective of SCM is to promote cities that provide core infrastructure 
and give a decent quality of life to its citizens, a clean and sustainable environment through 
the application of ‘Smart’ solutions.
Climate SMART Cities Assessment Framework   was launched for the 100 Smart cities in 
order to incentivize a holistic, climate responsive development. This is a fi rst-of-its-kind 
Assessment Framework for cities, aimed at creating a green mind-set in cities while they 
plan and undertake various developmental projects. The Framework includes various air 
and climate relevant parameters that shall guide the cities and help them to assess their own 
preparedness to tackle the menace of climate change and degrading air quality.
Integrated Command and Control Centres   or ICCCs are a key component of the Smart 
Cities project, which aims to develop 100 citizen-friendly, self-sustainable urban settlements.

What More Is To Be Done?

Sustainable growth and development require   multi-stakeholder engagement under a long-
term vision.
It is important to recognize the newly created towns as statutory towns and bring about  
planned development from the beginning. This would contain the growth of slums and 
sprawl development and promote sustainable urbanisation. 
There is a need to develop   a robust SDG localization process involving state and ULBs to 
adopt SDG 11 and its diff erent targets, determine the local means of implementation and 
design the monitoring and evaluation frameworks. 
Eff ective implementation of the 74th CAA to empower cities   as the third tier of governance 
by transferring the funds, functions, and functionaries, assigning the development agencies 
clear roles and responsibilities without diluting the role of the fi nancial autonomy of ULBs. 
These agencies need to work together in a well-coordinated way.
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As the incidence of climate variability and extreme weather events are increasing, and  
urban fl ooding becomes more and more common, Water sensitive urban design and 
planning techniques — especially in the context of implementation — are of utmost 
importance. 

These methods take into consideration the topography, types of surfaces, natural drainage  

and leave very little impact on the environment.
Most important is strong land use controls. Environment Impact Assessment are also vital to 
ensure that fragile wetlands and fl oodplains are not concretised.

**********
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NATIONAL CRIME RECORDS 
BUREAU REPORT 2021

Who Publishes The Ncrb Report?

The NCRB was established in January 1986 with the aim of establishing a body to  
compile and keep records of data on crime.
It was recommended by the Tandon Committee, National Police Commission (1977-1981)  
and the MHA’s Task force (1985).
It functions under the Union Home Ministry.   Apart from publishing annual reports, 
its functions include “Collection, coordination and exchange of information on inter-
state and international criminals to the respective states”.
On 21st August 2017, NCRB launched the National Digital Police Portal which is a master  
police portal catering both to the citizens as well as to the police personnel.
NCRB also acts as a   “national warehouse” for the fi ngerprint records of Indian 
and foreign criminals and assists in locating interstate criminals through fi ngerprint 
search.
The NCRB report contains data received from the 36 states and Union Territories  
across the country. Similar data is furnished for 53 metropolitan cities, or those having 
a population of more than 10 lakh as per the 2011 census, by respective state-level 
crime records bureaus.
This information is entered by state/UT police at the police station/ district level, and  
is then validated further at the district level, then the state level, and fi nally by the 
NCRB.

Value addition in the form of statistics is always a key to provide a wider dimension of a 
subject and considering the social issues present in the country, the National Crime Records 
Bureau is a phenomenal piece to present and pitch the current trends and fi ndings of the 
report. We have already covered a summarized version of the document earlier. Such 
statistics and numerical fi gures will help an aspirant to not to get succumbed with lame and 
static portion of the menace, but also present the idea of its current standing.
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Findings Of The Report

Rising Suicide Rate 

According to the report, the suicide rate among the employable pool of Indians has steadily  
increased since 2014, it reached shocking levels in 2021. There has been 7.2% increase in the 
suicide cases reported to the police suicide were reported to the police from 2020 to 2021.
Daily wage earners were the largest category, followed by the self-employed, the unemployed,  
and people in the farming sector.
Economic distress is the main reason reason for suicide in 2021 among the self-employed  
(12.3 per cent), the unemployed (8.35 per cent), as also farmers and farm labour (6.6 per 
cent). 
According to the report, 45,026 females committed suicide in 2021 while the fi gure was  
1,18,979 for males.
Among the top causes of suicides in India, most were associated with career, loneliness,  
abuse, violence, familial disputes, mental illness, alcoholism, fi nancial loss, and chronic 
pain.

Majority of suicides were reported in Maharashtra (22,207), followed by 18,925 ,  

Tamil Nadu, 14,965.
Uttar Pradesh, the most populous state (with a 16.9-per cent share of the country’s  

population) has reported a comparatively lower percentage share of suicidal deaths.
Delhi, the most-populous Union Territory, has reported the highest number of suicides  

(2,840) among the Union territories.
The Andaman and Nicobar Islands reported the highest rate of suicide (39.7), followed by  

Sikkim (39.2), Puducherry (31.8), Telangana (26.9) and Kerala (26.9).

Communal Riots

Jharkhand and Maharashtra fi led the highest cases of communal riots. 
Most caste confl ict violence was reported in Bihar.  

Violence Against Women

The crime rate against women   increased by 15 percent from last year   with Delhi the most 
unsafe metropolitan city. 
Rajasthan reported the highest number of rape cases. 
Amongst the majority of the crimes against women, 31.8 per cent were registered under cruelty  
by husband or his relatives; the home continues to be an unsafe space for a majority of 
women.
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Dalit and Adivasi women continue to be the worst off , facing the dual discrimination of caste  
and patriarchy.
A majority of these cases (31.8 per cent) fall in the category of “Cruelty by husband or his  
relatives’’, followed by “Assault on women with intent to outrage her modesty” (20.8 per 
cent).
The highest rate of crime against women in 2021 was registered in Assam (168.3 per cent). 
Nagaland stood out with the lowest number of crimes against women registered in the past  
three years — 43 in 2019, 39 in 2020 and 54 in 2021.  
The northeastern state also had the lowest number of actual cases (54) last year. It also had  
the lowest crime rate against women for 2021 at 5.5 per cent.
Among Union Territories, Delhi had the highest rate of crime against women in 2021 at 147.6  
per cent. 
India recorded 13,534 cases under the Dowry Prohibition Act of 1961 last year, a 25 percent  
rise compared to the cases registered in 2020 (10,046), as per the NCRB data. One-third of 
these cases (4,594) were registered in Uttar Pradesh – the highest in the country.

Atrocities Against SC/STs

Atrocities against Scheduled Castes increased by 1.2 per cent in 2021 over 2020. 
Highest number of cases were reported from Uttar Pradesh against Scheduled Castes. 
Atrocities against Scheduled Tribes increased by 6.4 per cent in 2021. 
Highest number of cases were reported from Madhya Pradesh followed by Rajasthan  
and Odisha. 
MP, Rajasthan, Odisha, Maharashtra, and Telangana, these fi ve States reported 74.57 per cent  
of cases of atrocities against Scheduled Tribes.
According to the National Coalition for Strengthening SCs and STs (Prevention of Atrocities)  
Act- even after the amendments to the Act came into force in 2016, its implementation remains 
a challenge.

With the audacity with which crimes are conducted it is very much evident that there is  

complete absence of fear and lawlessness. 
Apart from violence, being perpetrated on Dalits and Adivasis, there has been an increase  

in untouchability practices in schools, access to drinking water, access to education, health 
care, and dignity remains a challenge.”

The recent incidents of atrocities against SCs in Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and Haryana refl ects  
the harsh realities of caste-based violence against SCs and STs.
In a huge number of cases, even the investigation has not been completed. 
There is a huge pendency of cases of atrocities against SCs and cases against STs for  
investigation. 
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The Conviction percentage under the SCs and STs (Prevention of Atrocities) Act in conjunction  
with IPC remained at 36.0 per cent for SCs and 28.1 per cent for STs.

The data of the report refl ects an urgent need of an open and transparent investigation under the 
amendment Act be conducted and government and police offi  cials found to have aided and abetted 
criminals should be prosecuted.

Custodial Deaths

Gujarat recorded 23 custodial deaths in 2021 as against 15 in 2020, a 53 per cent jump. This is  
the highest in the country, which recorded 88 custodial deaths compared with 76 in 2020.
Jammu and Kashmir registered the most Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA) cases  
under “special and local laws” in 2021. 
Of the 814 cases recorded under the UAPA in India, 289 were in Jammu and Kashmir, 157 were in  
Manipur, 95 in Assam,
The report said at the heart of “abuse” of UAPA was the issue of bail and conviction rates.  
According to the report it reveals the immensity of the human, emotional, and fi nancial suff ering  
experienced not just by those falsely implicated but also by their families.
The report has suggested to the NIA Act and disbanding of the agency; immediate release of all  
political prisoners, on bail; action against all the police offi  cials “who have wilfully launched false 
and fabricated cases against the marginalized communities, journalists, academicians, students and 
others” and action to provide reparations for those wrongfully accused and released by courts.

**********
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ECO-FEMINISM

Feminism

The origins of ‘the term feminism is not clear. There are several opinions, but the generally accepted 
version is that it was fi rst used by the Utopian Socialist Charles Fourier in the 19th century, to 
refer to the question of equal rights for women. Also, there is no single defi nition of feminism.  
Feminist theory and politics is marked by intense internal debates, and it is generally recognized 
by now that it would be more accurate to talk about “feminisms” in the plural, rather than one 
single feminism. Nevertheless, what all feminist positions share is a recognition that women 
are placed in an inferior position in society and that this Hierarchy is based on gender. Further, 
although this hierarchy is justifi ed on grounds of natural diff erences between men and women, 
feminists hold that it is in fact based on socio-cultural and economic power structures which 
have little to do with the biological diff erence between the sexes. In modern usage, feminism is 
invariably linked to the women’s movement and the attempt to advance the social role of women. 
As such, it is associated with two basic beliefs: That women are disadvantaged because of 
their sex; That this disadvantage can and should be overthrown. In this way, feminists have 
highlighted what they see as a political relationship between the sexes, the supremacy of 
men and the subjection of women in most, if not all, societies. Nevertheless, feminism 
has also been characterized by a diversity of views and political positions. The women’s 
movement, for instance, has pursued goals that range from the achievement of female suff rage, 
the establishment of equal access to education and an increase in the number of women in elite 
positions in public life, to the legalization of abortion, the ending of female circumcision and 
the abolition of restrictive or demeaning dress codes. Similarly, feminists have embraced both. 
revolutionary and reformist political strategies, and feminist theory has at times. drawn upon quite 
diff erent political traditions and values.

Value addition in the form of statistics is always a key to provide a wider dimension of a 
subject and considering the social issues present in the country, the National Crime Records 
Bureau is a phenomenal piece to present and pitch the current trends and fi ndings of the 
report. We have already covered a summarized version of the document earlier. Such 
statistics and numerical fi gures will help an aspirant to not to get succumbed with lame and 
static portion of the menace, but also present the idea of its current standing.
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Different Waves Of Feminism

Scholars have divided the history of Western feminism into three ‘waves. The fi rst wave in 
the 19th and early 20th century primarily focused on women’s voting rights. The second 
wave refers to the women’s liberation movement which began in the 1960’s and was 
concerned with the legal and social equality of women. The third wave, beginning in the 
1990’s, builds on the apparent failures of the second wave and tries to address them. 

First Wave Of Feminism

The fi rst wave of feminism generally refers to the nineteenth and early twen  eth century in the western 
world. Their demands were revolved largely around gaining basic legal rights for women. The fi rst wave 
was connected with the aboli  onist movement in the USA at the  me which aimed at social reforma  on 
and libera  on from oppression. The former from the patriarchy and the la  er from racial bias. Suff rage, 
the right of women to vote in elec  ons, became the goal of the movement. the fi rst wave of feminism 
ends with the victory was only for white women. Black women were stopped from exercising their right to 
vote through tedious disenfranchisement tac  cs, facing bodily harm and even arrest. The fi rst wave had 
marginalized black women, who faced discrimina  on based on race as well as gender. The feminists of 
fi rst wave believed that a  aining franchise rights will end all the problems. They thought that slowly and 
gradually women will be able to enjoy equal status leading to elimina  on of all discrimina  on and prejudices 
against women. To their distress, they realized that nothing of that sort happened. Mere extension of rights 
was not suffi  cient for women’s emancipa  on. In fact, the dissa  sfac  on and disgruntlement made them 
desperate. This dismay was best captured in Be  y Friedan’s The Feminist Mys  que (1963). Thus, emerged 
Second wave of feminism deno  ng its resurgence a  er the period of stagnancy from 1920 to 1960.

Second Wave Of Feminism

The second wave feminism movement took place in the 1960s and 1970s and focused on 
issues of equality and discrimination. Starting initially in the United States with American 
women, the feminist liberation movement soon spread to other Western countries. Unfolding 
in the context of the anti-war and civil rights movement, the catalyst for second wave 
feminism was Betty Friedan’s 1963 book, The Feminine Mystique, which criticized 
the postwar belief that a woman’s role was to marry and bear children. Though her 
feminist thinking wasn’t revolutionary—indeed, there were many similar feminist thinkers 
before Friedan, including Simone de Beauvoir—The Feminine Mystique had a far greater 
reach, bringing feminism to the attention of everyday women, mothers, and housewives. 
The feminist movement took off , focusing on public and private injustices, such as rape, 
reproductive rights, domestic violence, and workplace harassment. Second wave feminists 
cared deeply about exposing and overcoming the casual, systemic racism present in

society—unlike the suff ragists and suff ragettes of the nineteenth century, who focused 
largely on political equality through suff rage. Second wave feminists realized that women’s 
cultural and political inequalities were inextricably linked. They worked under
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a unifying goal of social equality, with sexuality and reproductive rights being central 
concerns to the liberation movement, and with much of the movement’s energy being 
focused on passing the Equal Rights Amendment.
Although the Equal Rights Amendment still hasn’t been ratifi ed, second wave feminism 
had many successes. The approval of the contraceptive pill by the Food and Drug 
Administration in 1960 gave women more control over their reproductive rights. Feminists 
also worked and gained women the right to hold credit cards and apply for mortgages 
in their own name and outlawed marital rape. Awareness around domestic violence was 
raised, and gender and women’s studies departments were founded at universities and 
colleges. The passing of the Equal Pay Act in 1963 was victory for feminists. This wave of 
feminism was largely defi ned and led by educated, middle-class white American women, 
so the movement was centered on issues aff ecting white women. Alienated women of 
color viewed white feminists as incapable of understanding their concerns. Black women 
became increasingly excluded from the central platforms of the mainstream women’s 
movement, which didn’t view the issues of women of color, such as stopping the forced 
sterilization of people of color and people with disabilities, as a priority.

Third Wave Of Feminism

“Third wave feminism” is a term used to describe feminists who were born in the 1960s 
and 1970s. Third wave of feminism generally believed to have emerged from 1990s 
and continuing till present. Although not universally recognized as a discrete wave of 
feminism, the third wave is increasingly distinguishing itself in both popular culture and 
academic writing and currently lacks an overarching or coherent philosophy of praxis. In a 
way it also highlights the perceived failures and boundedness of the earlier phases. 
The third wave stands for reckoning plurality based on colour, ethnicity, nationality, 
religion, culture among women and recognizing the role of these identities in their 
lives. Additionally, third wave feminists believe in celebrating sexuality in a positive way, 
in contrast to the second wave radical feminists.  Important issues addressed by this phase 
are reproductive rights, sexual violence and sexual harassment in workplace, rape, unfair 
maternity leave policies, and support for single mothers etc.

Various Ideological Perspectives In Feminism

Liberal Feminism

Liberal feminism draws heavily from the liberal humanist philosophy in which it has its roots 
that hold the opinion that human beings are characterised by the use of reason: liberals tend to 
defi ne the use in either moral or prudential terms.  This simplistic understanding of liberal political 
thought gives a framework for understanding of the workings of liberal feminism. There has 
been a shift from the classical position of the early liberal feminists of the 19th century to 
the welfare liberalism of the 20th century liberal feminists, who are more concerned with 
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equality of opportunity which would then lead to a redistribution of wealth and thus a 
further equalization of opportunity for all people. 

The classical liberal feminist text is,   Mary Wollstonecraft‟s A Vindication of the Rights 
of Women (1792) Wollstonecraft asserts that much of what is perceived as “feminine” and 
biologically determined, is rather a social construct, viz. Gender. 

She demands that girls and women be given an education that sharpens and focuses  

the mind, enabling them to develop their rational and moral capacities. 
This is not just for utilitarian purposes (women need to be equipped to perform their  

wifely and motherly duties in a sensible and satisfactory manner!) but also because if 
rationality is what distinguishes human beings from animals, then, as human beings, girls 
are entitled to an education that would enable them to develop their human potential to 
the fullest:
She claims for women, the right to autonomy, the right to make their own decisions about  

right and wrong: What Wollstonecraft wanted for women was the right to be fully 
human, fully autonomous persons. 

John Stuart Mill and Harriet Taylor Mill  , writing hundred years later from Wollstonecraft 
insist that equality between men and women is only possible if women are accorded the 
same civil liberties and economic opportunities that men enjoy. 
While Mill believed that full liberation would be visible when women were allowed to enter  
and leave the workforce at will, Taylor believed that liberation was only possible when all 
women were actually working, regardless of fi nancial necessity. 
Where Mills emphasizes the need for education Taylor stresses the aspect of an equal  
partnership in the area of productive work; only so can women be the partners rather than 
the servants of their husbands. 
Where both Wollstonecraft and Taylor concentrate on the ordinary woman, tending to  
downplay the exceptional woman, Mill uses the exceptional woman as proof that makes 
nonsense of the patriarchal claim that all men are more intelligent, rational, and capable than 
all women. At the same time, all three recognise and seek to counter the double standard that 
has been set up in society. 

Second Wave Liberal Feminism

Whatever demanded above, however, was not enough is apparent from the fact that in the  
50s and 60s, women began once again to articulate their condition, asserting that the so-
called gains of the last hundred years or so had not in fact changed the essential evils of their 
situation. 
Virginia Woolf’s A Room of One’s Own (1957)   with its uncompromising demand for a room, 
a space that a woman can call her own, in which she can choose to do whatever she wants, and 
her belief that real creativity can only take place away from the domestic preoccupations that 
seem a woman’s lot, expressed something of a sense of dissatisfaction with the achievements 
won so far. 
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In The Feminine Mystique (1963), Betty Friedan   points out that the assumption that women 
can fi nd fulfi lment exclusively in the traditional roles/functions of wife and mother is fallacious, 
leaving middle-class urban housewives with an inner wasteland of emptiness and frustration. 

Friedan insists that the only way out of this bind is for all women to be equipped with  

educational and professional qualifi cations that will enable them to fi nd some meaningful 
work outside of the home, even if it is only part-time: this is necessary for the physical and 
emotional health of the women themselves as well as for their families. 
While Friedan is not asking women to give up marriage and families of their own  

in favour of careers, she is combating the assumption that all “normal” women, all 
“good” women, would choose marriage and motherhood over a career. It is, according 
to Friedan, possible to combine a commitment to both marriage and motherhood and to 
a career.
She recommends that concepts like fl exitime be introduced in the workplace.  

At the same time, however, she still continues to perceive the tasks of homemaking and  

child rearing as being the responsibility of women. Like her predecessors, Friedan too 
had sent women out into the public sphere before an adequate sharing of domestic 
responsibilities between men and women. 
This tendency she tries to correct in her second book by balancing   “women’s assimilation 
into the workplace with a counter assimilation of men into the family” (Tong) 

Liberal feminists today occupy various positions, ranging from the classical liberal to the  
welfare liberal, both of which rely heavily on legal interventions and remedies to redress the 
inequalities between sexes/genders. 
However,   there also seems to be a movement today in the direction of the development 
of the androgynous personality, combining traits that are both masculine and feminine. 
Carolyn Heilbrun discusses this possibility in her book Towards the Promise of Androgyny 
(1973): Androgyny seeks to liberate the individual from the confi nes of the appropriate. 

It suggests a full range of experience open to individuals who may, as women, be  

aggressive, as men, tender; it suggests a spectrum upon which human beings choose 
their places without regard to propriety or custom. (Heilbrun )

Socialist Feminism

In contrast to their liberal counterparts, socialist feminists do not believe that women 
simply face political or legal disadvantages that can be remedied by equal legal rights or 
the achievement of equal opportunities. 

Socialist feminists argue that the relationship between the sexes is rooted in the social and  
economic structure itself, and that nothing short of profound social change, some would say 
a social revolution, can off er women the prospect of genuine emancipation. 
Friedrich Engels’ The Origins of the Family, Private Property and the State   suggested 
that the position of women in society had fundamentally changed with the development of 
capitalism and the institution of private property. 
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In pre-capitalist societies, family life had been communistic, and ‘mother right’ – the inheritance  
of property and social position through the female line – was widely Observed. Capitalism, 
however, being based upon the ownership of private property by men, had overthrown 
‘mother right’ and brought about what Engels called ‘the world historical defeat of the female 
sex’. Female oppression operates through the institution of the family. The ‘bourgeois 
family’ is patriarchal and oppressive because men wish to ensure that their property will 
be passed on only to their sons. 
Men achieve undisputed paternity by insisting upon monogamous marriage, a restriction  
that is rigorously applied to wives, depriving them of other sexual partners. Women are 
compensated for this repression by the development of a ‘cult of femininity’, which extols 
the attractions of romantic love but in reality, is an organised hypocrisy designed to protect 
male privileges and Property. 
Socialist feminists have proposed that the traditional, patriarchal family should be  
replaced by a system of communal living and ‘free love’, as advocated by early utopian 
socialists such as Fourier and Owen. 
Some have argued that women constitute a   ‘reserve army of labour’, which can be recruited 
into the workforce when there is a need to increase production and given poorly paid, low-
status jobs, but easily shed and return to domestic life during a depression, without imposing 
a burden upon employers or the state. 
Women are also responsible for socializing, conditioning and even educating children, thereby  
ensuring that they develop into disciplined and obedient workers. 
Similarly, in their role as housewives, women relieve men of the burden of housework and  
child rearing, allowing them to concentrate their time and energy upon paid and productive 
employment. 
In that sense, the sexual division of labour between men, who undertake waged labour in  
factories or offi  ces, and women, who carry out unwaged domestic work promotes economic 
effi  ciency. 
Some feminists have argued that it is the unwaged nature of domestic work that accounts  
for its low social status and leaves women fi nancially dependent upon their husbands, thus 
establishing systematic social inequality. 
The campaign for ‘wages for housework’, suggested that women would gain economic  
independence and enjoy enhanced social status if their labour, like that of men, is 
recognized as productive and worthwhile by being paid. This argument has also been 
used to suggest that prostitution should be accepted as legal and waged employment.
However, most socialist feminists argue that emancipation requires that women be aff orded  
a broader range of social and economic opportunities, rather than merely being paid for 
fulfi lling their traditional social roles as housewives or sex objects. 
However, modern socialist feminists have found it increasingly diffi  cult to accept the primacy  
of class politics over sexual politics. In fact, this was a consequence of the disappointing 
progress made by women in state-socialist societies such as the Soviet Union, suggesting that 
socialism does not, in itself, end patriarchy. 
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For modern socialist feminists, sexual oppression is every bit as important as class  
exploitation. Many of them subscribe to modern Marxism, which accepts the interplay of 
economic, social, political, and cultural forces in society, rather than orthodox Marxism, 
which insists upon the primacy of material or economic factors. They therefore refuse to 
analyse the position of women in simple economic terms and have, instead, given attention 
to the cultural and ideological roots of patriarchy.
The UK socialist feminist,   Juliet Mitchell (1971), suggested that women fulfi l four social 
functions: “They are members of the workforce and are active in production; They bear 
children and thus reproduce the human species; They are responsible for socialising 
children; and They are sex objects.”

From this perspective, liberation requires that women achieve emancipation in each of these 
areas, and not merely that the capitalist class system is replaced by socialism.

Radical Feminism

Radical feminism is a philosophy emphasizing the patriarchal roots of inequality between men 
and women, or, more specifi cally, social dominance of women by men. Radical feminism views 
patriarchy as dividing rights, privileges, and power primarily by gender, and as a result 
oppressing women and privileging men. THE FEMINISTS, a group of radical feminists formed in 
New York in October 1968, said in their manifesto: „women, or “female”, were the fi rst class to be 
separated out from humanity and thus denied their humanity.

Second wave‟ radical feminism   has from the beginning been concerned with forms of 
oppression which aff ect the life chances and human dignity of women, that is, with all forms 
of oppression. 
By attributing all forms of oppression to male domination, the early radical feminist accounts  
linked these together, and provided the beginnings of a framework for understanding all 
forms of invidious hierarchical distinctions between categories of human beings. 
The oppression of women, it was argued, provided the model for all other forms of oppression  
because it happened fi rst in human history. Women were the fi rst social group to be 
enslaved.
Denise Thompson asserts that this early radical feminist account was never challenged,  
despite its intrinsic faults. One of those problems was a tendency to locate the primacy 
of male domination in history. 
For radical feminists the aim was not simply to establish political priorities, although it  
was certainly that. It was also a radically diff erent way of looking at the world, from the 
male dominant status quo. 
It placed the interests of women fi rst and asserted that the overcoming of women’s  
subordination would mean the overcoming of all other forms of subordination as well. 
For Ti-Grace Atkinson,   for example, the oppression of women by men created a world where 
no one could be free: A human being is not born from the womb; it must create itself. It must 
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be free, self-generative. A human being must feel that it can grow in a world where injustice, 
inequality, hatred, and sadism are not directed at it. No person can grow into a life within 
these conditions: it is enough of a miracle to survive as a functioning organism. 
Radical feminism does not accept existing political and social organisations in general  
because they are tied to patriarchy. Instead, it supports cultural change that undermines 
patriarchy and associated hierarchical structures. 
Radical feminism opposes patriarchy, not men.  

Where liberal feminism focused on the issue of equal opportunities for women, in law, in education, 
etc., and socialist feminism concentrated on the issue of the economic exploitation of women and 
the systematic devaluation of women’s work, radical feminism explores a number of diff erent 
topics – art, religion, literature, ecology, reproduction and mothering, sexuality and so on. Radical 
feminist - the oppression of women is “the fi rst, the most widespread and the deepest form 
of human oppression” and supports cultural change.

Postmodern Feminism 

It has often been termed French feminism since most of its signifi cant practitioners have been 
French. However, today it is a term that is applicable to all those who use a certain methodology 
– deconstruction – and who share a philosophical perspective that is characterised by certain 
features that were fi rst articulated by theorists like Derrida, Foucault, and others.

For the postmodern feminists, the basic premise is that woman, the Other, the feminine, has  
been left unthematised and silent in the gap that blocks the union between language and 
reality. 
They critique the dominant totalising structures of patriarchy like language, systems  
of knowledge, etc., rejecting labels and generalisations since they carry with them the 
“phallogocentric drive to stabilise, organise and rationalise our conceptual universe,” as 
Moi puts it in her book Sexual/Textual Politics.
The other point on the postmodern agenda, while using a term suggested by the existentialists,  
yet points to a major diff erence between the existentialist feminists and their postmodern 
sisters. Both speak of “the Other’’, but while de Beauvoir sees Otherness as an undesirable 
state, as something that is objectionable, the postmodern feminists celebrate Otherness and 
valorise the very qualities that were once used as negative epithets.
There are three main exponents of this view are   Cixous, Irigaray and Kristeva – who have 
been responsible for postmodern feminism as we know it today, though the ideas and the 
orientation have been taken over and further developed by later feminists.  
Helene Cixous   objects to the binary oppositions and the dichotomies that abound in masculine 
writing and thought. Man is the self, she claims, and woman is his Other. Thus, women exist 
in man’ s world on his terms. She is either the Other for man, or she is unthought. After 
a man is done thinking about a woman, “what is left of her is unthinkable, unthought.” 
(Lodge)
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Cixous also draws analogies between male sexuality and masculine writing, on the  

one hand, and female sexuality and feminine writing, on the other. The former is both 
characterised by a pointedness and singularity which is, for Cixous, ultimately limited 
and boring. The latter are open and multiple, varied, and rhythmic, full of pleasures and 
possibilities.
Cixous’s own writings are characterised by an optimism and a joy that are lacking  

in both Derrida (who believed that logocentrism is inevitable) and Lacan (for whom 
the phallus will always dominate). Cixous, in contrast, believes that we can escape 
our dichotomous prisons, and that women can lead the revolt that will liberate men 
and women alike. 

The next key fi gure in this school is Luce Irigaray,-   For her, the feminist enterprise was to 
empower women to move into the subject position – becoming “subjects and protagonists 
of their own reality, rather than objects and antagonists in the father’s drama.” The quest 
is to discover the feminine feminine (as opposed to a patriarchal construct of femininity) that 
has been entrapped in an Imaginary stage full of untapped possibilities; to enable mothers 
and daughters and wives to become women. 

She invites women to develop and deepen their awareness of language and to discover  

a language that is neither masculine nor “neutral” (there is no such stance, it merely 
gives one the illusion of objectivity). Next, she invites us to an exploration of the multi-
faceted terrain of the human body in order that we may fi nd ways of expressing women’s 
experience, and learn to speak words, think thoughts, that will blow the phallus over and 
set the feminine feminine free. And fi nally, she suggests that we mime – and exaggerate 
– the roles men have imposed upon women. 

The third feminist in this group is   Julia Kristeva, who shares an orientation with the other 
two, but at the same time disagrees with them. Primarily, she disagrees with the collapse 
of language into biology as being part of the patriarchal straitjacket. The equation of male 
author and literature, female author, and l‟ecriture feminine is rejected, for Kristeva insists that 
boys can identify with mothers and girls with fathers. Boys can exist and write in a feminine 
mode and girls in a masculine mode.

Kristeva is that the latter adheres radically to the notion that even if the feminine exists,  

it must not be. “Women, as such, do not exist,” she proclaims. Concepts like “woman” 
and “the feminine” are rooted in the essentialist philosophy that deconstruction seeks to 
deconstruct.

The postmodern feminists have been criticized on several grounds. They seem to delight in their 
own opacity and are often dismissed as ivory-tower academicians, irrelevant to the majority of 
women who cannot even access their work. They are also criticized for the content of their work 
being border on a kind of biological essentialism, preaching the salvation of women through 
women’s bodies. Further there seems to be a valorization of female and feminine over male 
and masculine which could result in a fascistic matriarchy replacing the fascistic patriarchy that 
feminists are challenging. And fi nally, the philosophical underpinnings of postmodernism can 
lead us to chaos.
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Eco-Feminism

Braidotti (1994) defi nes ecofeminism as ‘the feminist position most explicitly concerned 
with environmental degradation’. Thus, in the simplest terms, ecofeminism comes to regard 
an association between women and nature as essential to the way both are treated. For both 
women and nature are mistreated and subjugated—and as Francoise d’Eaubonne, the 
French feminist credited with the emergence of the idea of ecofeminism, comes to note—
this is because of the ‘Male System’. She suggests that the only way to save the environment is 
through the destruction of male power by women. 

Theoretical Debates

Bina Agarwal (2007) lays out certain key ideas within ecofeminism- There is an important 
connection between the domination and exploitation of nature. In patriarchal thought women 
are seen to be closer to nature—and men as closer to culture. Nature in turn is seen to be 
inferior to culture, and therefore women are inferior to men. The domination and oppression 
of nature and of women have occurred together. Women have an important stake in ending the 
domination of nature, thereby bringing together both human and non-human nature. The feminist 
movement and the environment movement must stand together to create a more equitable and 
just society.

Agarwal notes that the eco-feminist movement has an ideological base that attributes the  
source of the subordination and domination of women in existing systems of beliefs and 
practices, and representations. 
Ecofeminism emerged as a response to the large-scale destruction of the environment  
and the subsequent impact on women. 
The correlation between a tortured and exploited environment and a subjugated and oppressed  
sex was evolved in the West. 
But in order to create a workable theory of action the need to look at cross-cultural debates  
and issues led to the emergence of other strands of thought within ecofeminism.
This was also in answer to large-scale ecological movements in developing countries where  
the ties between nature and women were seen to be of more relevance.

Ecofeminism in the West 

Sherry Ortner’s (1972) formulation linking nature to women and culture to men remains the 
defi nitive ideological infl uence of the ecofeminist movement. The nature-culture approach 
looks at the close relation that women share with nature and the resultant insubordination 
of both nature and women.

Ortner identifi es three levels of the problem to explain the reason for subordination of  
women. Universal fact of the inferior position of women in society, which is however socially 
and culturally endorsed through the cultural symbolisms, ideologies and social structural 
arrangements that are related to women but diff er from one culture to another.
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What are the means by which women revolt or try to suppress these structures of oppression  
and insubordination? 
Ortner says,   “This culture (i.e., every culture) at some level of awareness asserts itself to be 
not only distinct from, but superior in power to, nature, and that sense of distinctiveness and 
superiority rests precisely on the ability to transform—to ‘socialise’ and ‘culturalize’ nature”.
Having established the universal domination of nature by culture, Ortner creates the foundation  
of her examination of how women come to be identifi ed with or symbolically seen to be closer 
to nature, as opposed to men, who are associated with culture. 
Women are placed within the format of nature primarily because of their physiological,  
bodily make-up. Her body and its functions are thought to condition her social roles 
and psychic (emotional, mental) structure in such a way that removes her from cultural 
functions, by putting constraints on her.
Ortner draws from her understanding of Simone de Beauvoir’s Second Sex to look at  
how women are perceived to be physiologically closer to nature and therefore inferior. 

For Beauvoir many major organs and processes within the female body are actually geared  

towards the reproduction of the human species rather than the personal needs of the 
woman herself. For Beauvoir, it is almost as though the woman has to adapt to the needs 
of the egg, rather to her own requirements. Most of the above processes are a source of 
discomfort and may often in many cultures be the reason for segregation and isolation, 
as is the case with menstruation. 

The above analysis points to how in reproducing the human species, women are handicapped,  
while men in being excluded—directly—from the task of reproduction are at an advantageous 
position. 
In such formulation men are seen to be associated with culture through the invention and  
participation in hunting and warfare, acts that do not create—but destroy. 
Women are nature in that sense that they create what man destroys. They are part of the  
socialization process that trains the young to join society yet it is a role that mediates between 
nature and culture. 
In this sense women come to be seen as intermediaries. Ortner sees that the role of being  
intermediates may stem from mediating between nature and culture. Women remain close to 
nature, but also important participants in the social and cultural process through their role in 
socialization. 
Though relegated to the domestic milieu of childbearing and childrearing their importance  
as primary agents in the transmission of cultural values to the younger generation cannot be 
ignored.
However, this mediation with culture can be relegated to a lesser domain.   So, Ortner notes 
that the participation of women in the domestic domain is seen as a form of lesser 
culture, in opposition to the higher culture that men belong to and cultivate, such as 
religion, law, arts, etc.
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Take for instance cooking - Ortner notes that cooking as an act within the domestic domain is  
a job for women, primarily because of their natural association with the household. However, 
cuisine or cooking as an art remains the domain of men and therefore superior to and separate 
from everyday cooking. 

For Ortner, the universal devaluation of women comes from the separation of nature and  
culture—and within culture the diff erence between low and high culture. 

Either way, whether in their association with nature or with low culture, women remain inferior  
and subordinated. 

In all this, tellingly, women accept their subordinate role as intermediaries and reproducers of  
the natural order, just as nature accepts the domination of man and culture.

The above theoretical background forms the foundation of the Western 
ecofeminist movement.  

Bina Agarwal notes that the biological essentialism inherent within this formulation does not 
consider the way women are viewed in diff erent cultures. It places women as a unitary category 
ignoring cultural, class and ethnic diff erences. Second, with such an ideological framework 
the ecofeminist movement depends on a logic of subordination that ignores the ways in which 
denomination is exercised—beyond the realms of ideology and at the level of economics, politics, 
etc. Third, the above approach does not look at the ways in which ideological constructs come 
about—both historically and culturally, and how they become predominant within society. That 
is, what institutions, social and economic relations make such ideas of subordination dominant. 
Finally, the association of women with nature does not consider women’s everyday association 
with nature. It pushes forth a kind of ‘essentialism’ that looks at female essence as static and 
unchanging. Agarwal fi nds such a stance deeply problematic as notions regarding nature, culture 
and gender have already been seen to be socially and historically constructed. 
However, proponents of this theory fi nd support in ecofeminists such as Ariel Salleh who 
places women’s reproductive functions within the domain of nature. 

She attempts to move forward by placing ecofeminism within a mode of praxis or movement.  
Salleh (1993) is very clear about the importance of a discourse that places women and nature 
as similarly represented, if not treated, especially symbolically.  

Salleh wishes to stress on a theory that can also form the basis of an active movement  
wherein excluded and oppressed groups within society such as women are members and 
frontrunners. 

Salleh recommends looking at the hands-on experiences of those women who are  
closest to their habitats, such as Third-World women. 

Ecofeminism according to her should be a strategy for social action that includes both  
men and women. 
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In fact, in answer to critics, such as the deep ecologists, who maintain that women are as much  
responsible for the destruction of the environment in their dependence upon labor-saving 
devices and technology—Salleh notes that women continue to be relegated to their ‘natural’ 
role as housekeepers even with the advent of such technology. She is categorical in noting 
that this view emerges from a biased, Western standpoint that does not consider the lack of 
any such labor-saving technology at the disposal of poor Third-World women, who live and 
work with their own labour, close to nature. 
She also insists that the acknowledgement of the feminine role Eco-Feminism as ‘carers’ and  
backbones of families is an important aspect of the ecofeminist movement. 
Vandana Shiva   fi nds the Western ecofeminist movement as lacking in the way it presents 
the association between women and nature. Her formulation of a more inclusive and 
dynamic theory draws on Indian cosmological and philosophical thinking to project a 
new relationship between gender and nature. Having examined the movement within the 
western context, let us now turn to India to examine indigenous approaches to ecofeminism.

In ancient Indian philosophy the association of women with nature is even more deeply 
embedded than in Western thought. However, unlike in the West, the opposition between 
the male and the female, and in turn between nature and culture, does not exist in Indian 
philosophical thought. 

Vandana Shiva   fi nds this to be the hallmark of a culture that looks at both the male and 
female as the expression of the same person—and not separate from each other.
“Nature, both animate and inanimate, is thus an expression of Shakti, the feminine and creative  
principle of the cosmos, in conjunction with the masculine principle (Purusha), Prakriti creates 
the world” (Shiva). 
Thus, here person and nature or Purusha-Prakriti are a duality in unity. They are not opposed  
to each other, but rather they are “…inseparable complements of one another in nature, in 
woman, in man”.
Shiva notes that the association of women exclusively with nature is not a revolutionary  
thought but is actually the source of the subjugation and exploitation of women and 
nature. 
She fi nds Beauvoir’s formulation to be characteristic of Western feminist thought that accepts  
the duality and opposition of the male and female—further placing the woman as weak and 
therefore oppressed. 
In fact, the answer to the woman problem, for Beauvoir, lies in masculinizing women.  
Liberation will come through in a world where women are free to assume masculine 
values. For Shiva such a formulation is problematic especially when the categories of 
masculine and feminine are themselves socially constructed. 
Western gender theory has placed them within biological essentialism. However, Shiva  
supports another line of thinking that looks at a transgender ideology wherein the feminine 
principle is seen in both men and women. 
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This feminine principle is the principle of activity and creativity in nature,   “One cannot really 
distinguish the masculine from the feminine, person from nature, Purusha from Prakriti” 
(Shiva). 
Nowhere else is this more evident than in ancient philosophies, especially those found in the  
Third World where, “Women and nature are associated not in passivity but in creativity 
and in the maintenance of life”.
Shiva reiterates that women do share a special relationship with nature. This is seen in  
the following ways. 

First, in the ways in which women’s interaction with nature was reciprocal—for they found  

themselves to be close to nature in the way both produced and replenished the earth and 
society. 
Second, women are in partnership with nature by not only using its resources, but also  

giving it back. 
Last, with nature women are producers who help sustain society and relations.  

In such a situation any kind of division and oppression of nature and of women is a  
result of colonialism. 
The coming in of science and technology has broken the synthesis between nature, masculine  
and feminine principles—and this has been replaced by an unequal and hierarchical 
relationship. 
Development is seen as maldevelopment for women and nature by perpetuating domination  
and centralization through patriarchal control. 
Shiva insists that the role of marginalised women and communities becomes especially  
important for they are living proof of the harmful eff ects of progress, as also they have the 
holistic and ecological knowledge of what Eco-Feminism the protection and production of life 
involves. Women of the Third World are the best representatives of such a category. 

Bina Agarwal fi nds Shiva’s theory diff erent from the Western feminist perspective in the 
sense that it explores aspects that the latter have left out in their formulation, especially the 
links between development and developmental change and their impact on the environment, 
as well as the aspect of people’s dependence on the environment for their livelihood.
Yet, the theory is not without some drawbacks. 

One, Shiva’s theory places all Third-World women under one category. This kind of generalisation  
that collapses cultural, economic, and social diff erences is also a kind of essentialism. It sees 
all Third-World women as close to nature, especially in terms of their knowledge base and 
dependence. 
Two, within India itself the theory does not consider other historical, cultural, and social  
processes and ideas that may have impacted the relationship with nature. The dependence 
on Hindu philosophical thought does not apply to other systems of thought and practices in 
India. 
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Three, Agarwal contends that Shiva does not include the impact of precolonial structures and  
practices upon the environment and on women. Inequality in the form of caste, and class have 
long existed within the Indian social framework, which Shiva ignores, giving precedence to 
colonial oppression and the coming in of modern scientifi c thought as the primary reasons for 
the destruction of the environment and the suppression of women. 

The above criticisms point to the fact that within ecofeminism there is still space for change 
and reformulation. As Salleh notes, the movement’s dynamism lies in its theoretical stance that 
adapts to changes occurring across the world as well as giving due importance to alternative 
theories that combine a more holistic approach to environment and gender issues.

Gender Identity Interface

The rethinking of the sex/ gender dis  nc  on comes from loca  ng “gender” in a grid of iden   es- caste, class, 
race, religion. This would mean that the biological category of “women” does not necessarily have shared interests, 
life-situa  ons, or goals. This kind of understanding has arisen from the poli  cal prac  ce of women’s movements 
all over the world, which has increasingly shown up the fact that “women” do not exist as a pre-exis  ng subject 
which can simply be mobilized by the women’s movement. That is, women iden  fy themselves not only, and not 
even necessarily primarily, in terms of their gender, but as black, or Muslim, or Dalit, or peasant. So, in many 
cases, women may be easier to mobilise in terms of their religion, for example, than by the women’s movement. 
In the case of India, a good example of this is the debate over the Uniform Civil Code. All religious communi  es 
have their own personal laws which discriminate against women on ma  ers of marriage. divorce, inheritance, 
and guardianship of children. The demand for a uniform civil code which would give all women equal rights 
as ci  zens has therefore been a demand of the women’s movement since 1937. However, with the growing 
atmosphere of communalism since the 80’s, and the insecurity felt by religious minori  es, most sec  ons of 
the women’s movement have gradually shi  ed to the opinion that the posi  on of women should be improved 
by reforms within personal laws, rather than by forcing communi  es to obey legisla  on passed by the state. The 
state no longer has the legi  macy it had in the immediate post-independence years, its role in communal violence 
is increasingly suspect, and it cannot be seen simply as an agent of progressive social change. Thus, what was a 
simple feminist demand and that all women should have equal rights has been considerably transformed by the 
poli  cs of religious iden  ty. 

Further, all the politically active women do not necessarily act as feminists - they may well be 
representing interests and structures of power which feminist politics in India has sought to 
struggle against. Thus, we fi nd women active in Hindu right-wing politics and in anti-lower caste 
movements like the agitation against the Mandal Commission report. In other words, in this 
understanding, the feminist sex/gender distinction must consider other modes of constituting 
identity. Depending on the context, feminists may have to privilege caste or class identity over 
gender in some cases, just as we expect Marxists or Dalit activists to privilege gender over class 
and caste in some contexts. 

Previous Year Questions
Distinguish between liberal feminism and radical feminism. 200 /15/20191. 
Comment on: Eco-feminism. 150 /10/20172. 
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STATE AND DEMOCRACY IN 
DEVELOPING STATES

State In Developing States

This category includes countries that emerged from the days of long colonial domination. 
Since the end of the second World War, the number of independent states has increased. While 
decolonization in Africa and Asia was the reason for creation of new entities in the post Second 
World War phase, the end of communist domination and integration of the US where the Cold 
War increased the number of states further.  Most of the developing countries lie in the Global 
South region for e.g., in Asia, Africa and Latin America. 
In developing states, state formation preceded nation-building, which is refl ected in the challenges 
these nations are facing in the process of nation- and state building. These states encapsulate 
several nations, and the process of state formation is not yet complete. Stability of state is often 
a challenging task largely because of their multinational composition. Most of the postcolonial 
states have failed in their principal task of developing viable economies, controlling law 
and order within borders, and providing public services to the people.  In postcolonial 
states like in Africa and Asia, most of them inherited arbitrarily created colonial borders, feeble 
economies, widespread corruption, crumbling administration and infrastructure. This has aff ected 
their capability to control means of violence to an extent that in some areas diff erent groups fi ght 
with each other for control.  Warlordism, drug traffi  cking, confl ict diamonds, ethnic confl icts, mass 
killing, and ethnic cleansing emerge in the absence of a legitimate state structure. According to 
Joel Migdal, while the governments of such newly independent countries aff ected many 
spheres of social life, they lack the ability to direct these societies, weak states confront 
strong societies.  

Value addition in the form of statistics is always a key to provide a wider dimension of a 
subject and considering the social issues present in the country, the National Crime Records 
Bureau is a phenomenal piece to present and pitch the current trends and fi ndings of the 
report. We have already covered a summarized version of the document earlier. Such 
statistics and numerical fi gures will help an aspirant to not to get succumbed with lame and 
static portion of the menace, but also present the idea of its current standing.
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Stability of these states is often a challenging task largely because of their multinational 
composition. There are identity assertions based on religion, language, region, tribe, etc., are viewed 
as ‘communal, parochial’ and even anti-national. For instance, African nation states emerged 
through the incorporation of many tribes with multiple diff erences.  In South Asia, virtually every 
state is multireligious and multilingual. Similarly, in Latin America, the population is multiracial, 
multilingual, multireligious, or all of these. In addition to being a multi religious and multiethnic 
composition of these states, these states do not have an alternate model of development 
as the hegemony of western developmental and modernization projects overwhelmingly 
gripped the “national elite” in the postcolonial societies. Despite their insistence on pursuing 
the principle of self-reliance, they could never break the shackles of Western mind-set. As a 
result, they ended up imitating the Western model of development. These states have a colonial 
character.   For instance, African States do not organically emerge from African society just 
as we see in the history of other States in the international system. Also, African States were 
not created to advance the course of Africans but to perpetuate the interest of European Powers. 
If this is the case, it then means states were not set up in the fi rst place, for African development 
rather, it was an arena for exploitation in order to develop the European Metropolis legitimacy 
of the modern African States.  That’s why some Africans still see the postcolonial states as a 
Whiteman property, as such, it is not connected to them. 
As we discussed earlier, most of the developing countries were former colonies, which were 
created by the colonial powers without taking into consideration local conditions, politics, and 
histories. Therefore, the territory that defi ned these states are colonial and artifi cial, and as such, it 
has given rise to non-state actors who are laying claims to some areas within some African states. 
These non-states actors can be ethnic militia, militant groups, rebels, insurgents, or terrorists who 
are laying claim to some parts of the territory of. This is the case of some modern African States 
and the implication of the above state of aff airs, the modern African States are dislocated 
States, in the sense that, they do not refl ect in a holistic manner, the universal characteristic 
of a State. A dislocated state is a state that lacks legitimacy and mass support in its policies 
and actions (Nurudeen). A dislocated State is a State that has weak bureaucratic and policing 
institutions for law enforcement and cohesion (Fukuyama). These states are often weak and 
ineffi  cient, and their elites tend to extract resources for ‘safe’ investment outside the continent.  
In these states many of the political leaders, despite of their involvement in corruption political 
leaders manage to infl uence political agendas of the country hampering democratic functioning, 
Malaysian Prime Minister Najib Razak is a point in case , who despite his arrest on corruption 
charges has been able to restore his public image, has paralyzed the country’s political agenda 
and made it diffi  cult to implement meaningful reforms. 
According to the Hamza -Alawi the main feature of state in developing societies is interventionist 
state as this notion of an Interventionist State was in line with the colonial statist tradition. Since the 
civil society was underdeveloped as a result of colonial intervention, the State assumed centrality 
to the social formations. It was widely agreed that the developing state was to reverse the colonial 
legacy by playing an interventionist role in bringing about social engineering, ethnic homogeneity, 
and economic modernization as well as nation building. Shivji and Mamdani while writing in the 
context of developing nations in Africa argued that where the indigenous bourgeoisie was unusually 
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weak and the state relatively strong, it was the strong state bureaucracy that appropriated and 
accumulated the economic surplus.  There is a general theory of the developing state. While three 
classes, namely metropolitan bourgeoisie, the indigenous bourgeoisie, and the landed peasantry 
may be regarded as economically dominant and therefore exercising directly or indirectly political 
dominance or control, State Personnel/ bureaucratic bourgeoisie may be judged to be the ruling 
or governing element being most active in the political process and indeed holding the reins of 
government.

Democracy In Developing States

In some of these newly independent countries democracy was chosen as a political system and 
some of them had monarchy and in some other countries for e.g., in Africa, political systems of 
authoritarian character were still prevalent. However, in major parts of the region democracy is 
still a most favourable political system. For instance, Africa has made remarkable progress in the 
years since the end of the Cold War in 1989. According to Freedom House, in 1988 only 17 
out of the 50 African countries on which it reported could be classifi ed as ‘free’ or ‘partly 
free’. Its most recent data, for 2015, estimates that 31 out of 54 countries are ‘free’ or ‘partly 
free’. India is another e.g., of a successful democracy in a developing country. However not all 
the facts about democracy in developing countries are positive as in recent times several parts of 
the third world democratic erosion have been seen. While most of the developing countries have 
democratic governments, their governance is not truly democratic. In Latin America the crisis of 
representative democracy is worsening. Latin America is marked by “irritated democracies,” 
characterised by anaemic economic growth, citizen frustration, social tensions, discontent with 
politics, and weak governance. Reasons for this democratic erosion can be attributed to their 
history as a colony and later on a fragile state who had yet to develop an idea of nation and some 
other reasons are related to increasing inequality, poverty, external interference and recent health 
emergencies like COVERED-19.
Democracy generally operates better above certain minimum levels of income and education 
when the web of institutions and the rule of law are able to constrain the misuse and abuse of 
state institutions. In these countries with low levels of income, democracy is often fragile largely 
because the formal institutions, rules, and norms upon which it rests and upon which it depends 
for eff ective functioning are absent or insuffi  ciently developed.  These developing countries are 
having low levels of income and poor standards of education and health. For instance, South 
Asian development is in a stage of crisis. International politico-economic processes, corrupt 
political leadership, ineffi  cient state institutions and growing militarization all aff ect regional 
development. Local communities are gradually losing their signifi cance as they are drawn into 
government ‘modernization projects and elites continue to enjoy their high positions.  Also, ethno-
religious confl icts are one of the reasons that has impacted the functioning of the democracy. For 
e.g., in Africa competitive politics in a multi-ethnic context often rely on the mobilization of ethno-
linguistic groupings for political support, democratization often increases ethnic tensions. The 
role of religious parochialism in politics has substantially increased in Bangladesh, India, 
Pakistan and Sri Lanka. 
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To ensure democracy although elections are conducted here but only conduct of elections cannot 
ensure a democratic character of the political system.  Due to weak institutions the election 
process is not fair in many of these nations and leaders try to infl uence the elections by ensuring a 
favourable electoral outcome by constraining the democratic space through rigging, interference, 
misusing state resources to dispense patronage, and, if all else fails, directly manipulating the 
results or frustrating any subsequent legal challenge. This happened twice in August 2016, in 
Zambia as President Edgar Lungu ensured their re-election in what were essentially stolen 
elections. As Asian countries have increased in wealth, inequality has become an increasingly 
profound problem that these democracies are facing. Research by the Asian Development 
Bank suggests regional inequality has increased by 42% over the past two decades. Lindsey 
W. Ford Ryan Hass says that many Asian democracies are facing increased political polarization 
across religious, ethnic, and political lines. Political polarization, a development that has hampered 
government eff ectiveness, produced erratic swings on important policy issues, and constrained 
the government’s ability to deal more eff ectively with problems. Collectively, these trends have 
heightened mistrust of government elites and decreased the perceived legitimacy of democratic 
institutions. 

The Latin America region still has the highest levels of income inequality in the world: Of the 
26 most unequal countries in the world, 15 (58%) are Latin American. It has the highest levels 
of crime and violence in the world; and despite numerous reforms, weak rule of law continues to be 
an Achilles’ heel of democracy in the region. Reporters Without Borders details a deteriorating 
media environment within the Asian region, pointing to increased censorship laws, banning 
of independent media organisations, and police violence against reporters.  In all of the major 
trends noted above — elite corruption and inequality, racial and ethnic tensions, and restricted 
space for civil society —external factors also play an important role in infl uencing these 
democracies, making them subordinates or infl uencing their political and economic system 
as per their vested interests.  For instance, Lindsey W. Ford and Ryan Hass say Corruption and 
elite capture has risen in parallel with Chinese economic development projects in countries such 
as Malaysia and Indonesia. And as John Lee says by “politiciz[ing] and even weaponiz[ing] race as 
a tool of foreign policy and subversion,” Beijing has created even more obvious ethnic and racial 
fi ssures in Asian democracies.

**********


