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1Acharya Vinobha Bhave
(15th November 1982)

Acharya Vinoba Bhave was a   nonviolence 
activist, freedom activist, social reformer 
and spiritual teacher. 
He was an   avid follower of Mahatma 
Gandhi, Vinoba upheld his doctrines of 
non-violence and equality. 
He dedicated his life to   serve the poor and 
the downtrodden, and stood up for their 
rights. 
Most of his adult life he led an ascetic style  
of existence centered on spiritual beliefs of 
right and wrong. 
He is best known for his ‘  Bhoodan 
Movement’ (Gift of the Land).

Promoting Gandhian Programmes and 
Nationalism:

He eventually   dedicated his life towards 
various programs designed by Gandhi 
like the Khadi Andolan, teaching, etc. 
On April 8, 1921,   Vinoba went to Wardha 
to take charge of a Gandhi-ashram there 
under the directives from Gandhi. During 
his stay at Wardha, Bhave also brought out 

a monthly in Marathi, named, ̀ Maharashtra 
Dharma’.
In 1932, accusing Vinoba Bhave of  
conspiring against British rule, the 
government sent him to jail for six 
months to Dhulia. There, he explained to 
fellow prisoners the diff erent subjects of 
‘Bhagavad Gita’, in Marathi. All the lectures 
given by him on Gita in Dhulia jail were 
collected and later published as a book.
Until 1940,   Vinoba Bhave was known 
only to the people around him. Mahatma 
Gandhi, on 5 October, 1940, introduced 
Bhave to the nation by issuing a 
statement. 
He was also   chosen as the fi rst Individual 
Satyagrahi (an Individual standing up 
for Truth instead of a collective action) by 
Gandhi himself.
He adopted the term   Sarvodaya from 
Gandhi which simply means “Progress 
for All”. The Sarvodaya movement under 
him implemented various programs during 
the 1950s, the chief among which is the 
Bhoodan Movement.
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2Literary and Religious Works:

Some of the books written by him are  
Swarajya Sastra, Geeta Pravachane, 
Teesri Shakti or The Third Power etc. 
He established the   Brahma Vidya Mandir 
in 1959, a small community for women, 

aiming at self-suffi  ciency on the lines of 
Mahatma Gandhi’s teachings. 
He took a   strong stand on cow slaughter 
and declared to go on fast until it was 
banned in India.
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Jhalkari Bai was born on November 22,  
1830, in Bhojla village near Jhansi. 
She grew up to become a   soldier and one 
of Rani Lakshmibai’s trusted advisors. 
It is believed that she learnt   horse riding, 
the art of weaponry and to fi ght like a 
warrior at a very young age.
According to legends,   Jhalkari Bai often 
accompanied her husband to the Royal 
Palace and initially began working as a 
maid there. 
After   Rani Lakshmibai got to know 
about her bravery, they became great 
companions. 
Jhalkari Bai earned herself a   position in 
Rani Lakshmibai’s women’s army called 
the Durga Dal and often made important 
decisions on behalf of the queen.
In 1858 when the British forces commanded  
by General Sir Hugh Rose attacked and 
besieged the fort of Jhansi, both Jhalkari 
Bai and Puran Kori put up stiff  resistance. 
Jhalkari Bai fought   fi ercely and suggested 
that Rani leave the palace with her child.

Jhalkari Bai   disguised herself as Rani 
Lakshmibai, commanded the army and 
fought the British. 
Given   their resemblance it confused the 
British and this ruse worked for long. The 
British were uncertain about the true 
identity of Jhalkari Bai and it was because 
of her that Rani Lakshmibai could escape 
from her palace along with her son.
However in the same battle,   Puran Kori 
died fi ghting the British and when 
Jhalkari Bai heard of this, it is said that 
she became a “wounded tigress”. She 
was enraged and killed many British men 
and fought fi ercely.
The   movement to establish Bundelkhand 
as a separate state has also used the 
legend of Jhalkaribai to create the 
Bundeli identity.
Many Dalit communities of the region look  
up to her as an incarnation of God and also 
celebrate Jhalkaribai Jayanti every year in 
her honour. Jhalkari Bai thus has become 
an “amar shaheed” (immortal martyr) in the 
popular memory of Bundelkhand.

Jhalkari Bai
(22nd November 1830)
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4Lachit Barphukan

Lachit Borphukan was a   commander in the 
Ahom kingdom known for his leadership 
in the 1671 Battle of Saraighat that 
thwarted a drawn-out attempt by Mughal 
forces under the command of Ramsingh I 
to take back Kamrup.
King Chakradhwaj Singha   selected 
Lachit Borphukan to lead the army in the 
campaign against the Mughals who held 
Guwahati.
The King presented Lachit with a   gold-
hafted sword (Hengdang) and the 
customary paraphernalia of distinction. 
Lachit   raised the army and preparations 
were completed by summer of 1667. 
Lachit   recovered Guwahati from the 
Mughals and successfully defended it 
against the Mughal forces.

Battle of Saraighat:

From the beginning the relation between  
the Ahoms and the Mughals was hostile 
and that was due to certain factors, such 
as, Mughal alliance with Cooch Behar, 
the western enemy of the Ahoms and 
secondly the growing advance of the 

Mughals in north-eastern frontier which 
alarmed them. 

When the   Mughals appeared in the north-
eastern frontier, a state of indirect rivalry 
began between both the parties. 

After the   fi nal defeat of Parikshit, the fi rst 
organized Mughal attack upon Assam was 
made with a view to conquer the kingdom. 

It was the   outcome of the aggressive 
imperialism of the Mughals. 

The   Battle of Saraighat was a naval 
battle fought in 1671 between the Mughal 
Empire (led by the Kachwaha raja, Ram 
Singh I), and the Ahom Kingdom (led by 
Lachit Borphukan) on the Brahmaputra 
river at Saraighat, now in Guwahati, Assam, 
India. 

Although weaker, the Ahom Army defeated  
the Mughal Army by brilliant uses of the 
terrain, clever diplomatic negotiations to 
buy time, guerrilla tactics, psychological 
warfare, military intelligence and by 
exploiting the sole weakness of the Mughal 
forces—its navy.
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5Ahoms Kingdom:

The Ahom kingdom was   established 
in 1228 when Sukaphaa entered the 
Brahmaputra valley. 
Sukaphaa did not battle any established  
kingdom and seems to have occupied a 
depopulated region on the south bank 
with the Burhi Dihing river in the north, the 
Dikhau river in the south and the Patkai 
mountains in the east. 
He   befriended the local groups, the Barahi 
and the Marans, fi nally settled his capital 
at Charaideo and established the offi  ces 
of the Dangarias—the Burhagohain and 
the Borgohain. 
In the   1280s, these two offi  ces were given 
independent regions of control, and 
the check and balance that these three 
main offi  ces accorded each other was 
established.
The Ahoms brought with them the  
technology of wet rice cultivation that 
they shared with other groups. 
The peoples that took to the   Ahom way of 
life and polity were incorporated into their 
fold in a process of Ahomization.
As a result of this process the   Barahi 
people, for instance, were completely 
subsumed, and some of other groups 

like some Nagas and the Maran peoples 
became Ahoms, thus enhancing the Ahom 
numbers signifi cantly.
Ahoms always had a   war strategy in place 
and that was about keeping invaders west 
of the river. 
The   paik system ensured that each 
family in the Brahmaputra valley had 
to depute the male members whenever 
there was a war or any other extraordinary 
situation.  This implied a backup of army 
men whenever the need arose.
Decline of the Ahom Dynasty: 

Moamoria Rebellion:   A religious-
political rebellion against the Ahoms and 
their cold shoulder attitude towards the 
Koch, Kachhari and Motok tribes. The 
growing infl uence of Neo Vaishnavism 
made popular by Srimanta Sankardev, 
didn’t go well with the Ahoms.
Weak Leaders and Economic  

Decline: Assam was blessed with 
fertile land and the mighty Brahmaputra 
which was the lifeline of trade. However, 
by the 2nd half of the 18th century, the 
leaders were not able to develop the 
economy and drive prosperity through 
trade and agriculture.
Internal Confl ict and Burmese  

Invasion: 
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Burmese invaded Assam thrice,  

between the years 1817 to 1826 and 
made the economy weaker. There was 
infi ghting amongst various clans and 
Burmese King Bodoupaya, invaded 
and  robbed the coff ers of the state.

The British, in the garb of joining hands  

with the Ahoms to defeat the Burmese, 
annexed Assam into the British East 
India colony.
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7Lala Lajpat Rai (17th November 1928)

Lala Lajpat Rai was a   prominent nationalist 
leader who played an important role in 
India’s struggle for freedom. 
Lajpat Rai joined the   Government College 
at Lahore in 1880 to study Law. While in 
college he came in contact with patriots 
and future freedom fi ghters like Lala Hans 
Raj and Pandit Guru Dutt. 
He studied   law from Government College 
in Lahore and thereafter started his legal 
practice in Hisar, Haryana.
His fi erce brand of patriotism and potent  
vocalism against British rule earned him 
the title of ‘Punjab Kesari’ or the Lion of 
the Punjab. 

Cult of Nationalism:

Creating consciousness of Indian  
conditions to the World: He recognized 
the need for presenting the state of aff airs 
in the Indian Freedom struggle to prominent 
countries in the world in order to highlight 
the atrocious nature of the British rule in 
India. He went to Britain in 1914 and then 
to the USA in 1917. In October 1917, he 
founded the Indian Home Rule League of 
America in New York.

Inspiration from Mazzini:   Lala Lajpat Rai 
was a voracious reader and everything 
he read left a great imprint on his mind. 
He was deeply impressed by the ideals 
of patriotism and nationalism outlined 
by Italian revolutionary leader Giuseppe 
Mazzini. Inspired by Mazzini, Lalaji became 
indoctrinated into the revolutionary way of 
attaining freedom. 
Lal - Bal - Pal:   He, together with other 
prominent leaders like Bipin Chandra Pal, 
Aurobindo Ghosh from Bengal, and Bal 
Gangadhar Tilak from Maharashtra, began 
to see the negative aspects of moderate 
politics advocated by many leaders of 
the Indian National Congress. He was a 
prominent member of the famous ‘Lal Bal 
Pal’ fi rebrand trio during the independence 
movement. 
Congress Presidency:   In 1920, after his 
return from America, Lajpat Rai was invited 
to preside over the special session of the 
Congress in Calcutta, (now Kolkata). He 
led fi ery demonstrations against the British 
in Punjab in protest for their brutal actions at 
Jallianwallah Bagh. When Gandhi launched 
the non-cooperation movement in 1920, he 
plunged into action leading the movement 
in Punjab. 
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8Critique of Gandhian Ideas:   When 
Gandhi decided to suspend the movement 
post the Chauri Chaura incident, Lajpat Rai 
criticized the decision and went on to form 
the Congress Independence Party.
Shades of Partition:   Lala was one of the 
few leaders who realized the diffi  culties of a 
united anti-colonial struggle and a possible 
source of religious confl ict between the 
Hindus and Muslims of the country. His 
proposal for “a clear partition of India into 
a Muslim India and non-Muslim India” on 
December 14, 1923, in The Tribune, met 
with major controversy.

Religious and Social Beliefs:

In 1921, he founded   Servants of the People 
Society, a non-profi t welfare organization, 
in Lahore, which shifted its base to Delhi 
after partition, and has branches in many 
parts of India.
According to him,   Hindu society needs 
to fi ght its own battle with caste system, 
position of women and untouchability.
Vedas were an important part of Hindu  
religion and everyone should be allowed to 
read them and recite the mantras. 
He believed that everyone should be  
allowed to read and learn from the Vedas. 

Other Works:

He was a follower of   Dayanand Saraswati 
and helped establish the nationalistic 
Dayanand Anglo-Vedic School.
He also initiated the foundation of   Punjab 
National Bank. 
In 1897, he founded the   Hindu Orphan 
Relief Movement to keep the Christian 
missions from securing custody of these 
children. 

Magazines and Journals:

Arya Gazette 
England’s Debt to India 
The Story of My Deportation 
Unhappy India 
The problem of National Education in India 
Young India: An Interpretation and a History  
of the Nationalist Movement from Within

On October 30, 1928, Lala Lajpat Rai led a 
peaceful procession to oppose the arrival of the 
Simon Commission in Lahore. Intercepting the 
march, Superintendent of Police, James A.Scott 
ordered his police force to ‘lathi-charge’ at the 
activists. The police targeted Lajpat Rai, in 
particular, and hit him on the chest. This action 
left Lala Lajpat Rai with severe injuries. He died 
of a heart attack on November 17, 1928.
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9Pandya Dynasty

The   Pandyan kingdom was an ancient 
Tamil state in South India of unknown 
antiquity. 
Pandyas were one of the   three ancient 
Tamil kingdoms (Chola and Chera being 
the other two) who ruled the Tamil country 
from prehistoric times until the end of the 
15th century. 
They   ruled initially from Korkai, a sea 
port on the southernmost tip of the Indian 
peninsula, and in later times moved to 
Madurai.
The   early Pandyan dynasty of the Sangam 
literature went into obscurity during the 
invasion of the Kalabhras. 
The   dynasty revived under Kadungon 
in the early 6th century, pushed the 
Kalabhras out of the Tamil country and 
ruled from Madurai. 
They again   went into decline with the rise 
of the Cholas in the 9th century and were 
in constant confl ict with them. 
Pandyas allied   themselves with the 
Sinhalese and the Cheras in harassing 
the Chola empire until they found an 
opportunity for reviving their fortunes 
during the late 13th century.

Pandyas entered their   golden age under 
Jatavarman Sundara Pandyan (c. 1251) 
who expanded their empire into Telugu 
country and invaded Sri Lanka to conquer 
the northern half of the island. 
They also had   extensive trade links with 
the Southeast Asian maritime empires of 
Srivijaya and their successors. 
During their history Pandyas were  
repeatedly in confl ict with the Pallavas, 
Cholas, Hoysalas and fi nally the Muslim 
invaders from the Delhi Sultanate. 
The   Pandyan Kingdom fi nally became 
extinct after the establishment of the 
Madurai Sultanate in the 16th century.
Religiously the   ancient Pandyas were 
Jains with a strong infl uence of the 
Dravidian religion. Aruhakkadavul was 
the major God. 
The   latter day Pandyas after 600 AD were 
Hindus who proudly claimed to descend 
from Lord Shiva and Goddess Parvati.
Pandiyan Nedumchadayan   became a 
staunch Vaishnavite.
The   earliest Pandya to be found in 
epigraphs is Nedunjeliyan, fi guring in the 
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10Meenakshipuram record assigned from the 
second to the fi rst centuries BCE. 
The   record documents a gift of rock-cut 
beds, to a Jain ascetic. 
Punch marked coins in the   Pandya country 
dating from around the same time have 
also been found.

Pandyas are also mentioned in the   Pillars 
of Ashoka (inscribed 273 - 232 BCE). 
Asok  a in his inscriptions refers to the 
peoples of south India as the Cholas, 
Cheras, Pandyas and Satiyaputras as 
recipients of his Buddhist proselytism.
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11Sufi  Movement

Context: Famous historian, Rana Safavi, 
has written a new book, named, The Search 
of the Divine, describing specifi cally about 
Sufi sm.

Sufi sm:

The word   Sufi  comes from a Persian word 
meaning wisdom. From the original root 
many derivations can be traced; among 
them the Greek word Sophia is one of the 
most interesting.
Sufi sm is a   mystical Islamic belief and 
practice in which Muslims seek to fi nd 
the truth of divine love and knowledge 
through direct personal experience of 
God.
Sufi sm emerged early on in   Islamic history, 
partly as a reaction against the worldliness 
of the early Umayyad Caliphate (661–750) 
and mainly under the tutelage of Hasan Al-
Basri. 
Although Sufi s were opposed to   dry 
legalism, they strictly observed Islamic 
law and belonged to various schools of 
Islamic jurisprudence and theology.
The word used for sufi sm in Islamic texts is  
Tasawwuf.

Consolidation of beliefs:

By the 11th century,   Sufi sm evolved into 
a well-developed movement with a body 
of literature on Quranic studies and sufi  
practices.
Sufi s began to organize communities  
around the hospice or Khanqah (Persian) 
controlled by a teaching master known as 
Shaikh (Arabic), Pir or Murshid (Persian).
He established rules for spiritual conduct  
and interaction between inmates as well as 
between laypersons and the master.
Silsilas: 

Sufi  Silsilas, meaning   chains, 
signifying a continuous link between 
master and disciple, stretching as an 
unbroken spiritual genealogy to the 
Prophet Muhammad.
It was through this channel that  

spiritual power and blessings were 
transmitted to devotees.
Special rituals of initiation were  

developed in which initiates took an 
oath of allegiance, wore a patched 
garment, and shaved their hair.
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12Ziyarat: 
When the   Shaikh died, his tomb-
shrine (dargah, a Persian term 
meaning court) became the center of 
devotion for his followers.
This encouraged the   practice of 
pilgrimage or Ziyarat to his grave, 
particularly on his death anniversary or 
Urs (or marriage, signifying the union 
of his soul with God).
It was because   people believed that in 
death, saints were united with God, 
and were thus closer to Him than when 
living.
People   sought their blessings to attain 
material and spiritual benefi ts.
The cult of the   Shaikh transformed 
into Wali.
It is the use of   music and dance 
including mystical chants performed by 
specially trained musicians or Qawwals 
to evoke divine ecstasy.

Khanqah: 
It was the   center of social life.
It comprised several   small rooms and 
a big hall (Jama’at Khana) where the 
inmates and visitors lived and prayed.
The inmates included the   family 
members of the Shaikh, his attendants 
and disciples.

During the instances of   Mongolian 
invasion, people from the neighboring 
areas fl ocked into the Khanqah to 
seek refuge.
From morning till late night, people  

from all walks of life - soldiers, slaves, 
singers, merchants, poets, travellers, 
rich, and poor, Hindu jogis and 
Qalandars came seeking discipleship, 
amulets for hearing, and intercession 
of the Shaikh in various matters.

Communication, Language, and State: 
In Delhi, those associated with the  

Chishti silsilas conversed in Hindavi, 
the language of the people.
Some sufi s like   Baba Farid composed 
verses in the local language, while 
some composed long poems or 
Masnavis to express ideas of divine 
love using human love as an allegory.
A diff erent genre of   sufi  poetry was 
composed in and around the town of 
Bijapur, Karnataka. These were short 
poems in Dakhani  attributed to Chishti 
sufi s who lived in this region.
These poems were probably   sung by 
women while performing household 
chores like grinding grain and 
spinning.
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13The Sufi s accepted   unsolicited grants 
and donations from the political elites. 
The Sultans in turn, set up charitable 
trusts (Auqaf) as endowments for 
hospices and granted tax-free land 
(Inami).
Kings did not simply need to  

demonstrate their association with 
Sufi s; they also required legitimation 
from them. When the Turks set up 
the Delhi Sultanate, they resisted the 
insistence of the Ulama on imposing 

Sharia as state law because they 
anticipated opposition from their 
subjects, the majority of whom were 
Non-Muslims.
It was   believed that the Auliya could 
intercede with God in order to improve 
the material and spiritual conditions 
of ordinary human beings which 
explains why kings often wanted their 
tombs to be in the vicinity of Sufi  shrines 
and hospices.


