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FEATURES OF INDIAN SOCIETY
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Features of

Indian Society

Multi Ethnic

Indian society is multi-ethnic in nature due to the co-existence of a wide variety of racial groups  
in India. 
E.gTurko-Iranian,Indo-Aryan,Scytho-Dravidian,Aryo-Dravidian,Mongolo-Dravidian,Mo  
ngoloidand Dravidian. 
‘  Salad bowl theory’- within the large Indian society, the newly arrived cultures do not lose their 
identity, rather get intermixed without losing their unique characteristics, just like ingredients in 
a salad bowl are recognizable while contributing to the overall composition of the salad. 

Multi -lingual Society 

India’s 2011 census documents that 121 languages are spoken as mother tongues, which is defi ned 
as the fi rst language a person learns and uses. The main language families include Dravidian, Indo–
Aryan, and Sino–Tibetan. Bodo is the Sino–Tibetan language spoken in northeastern Indian states 
with the most speakers (1.4 million).

Multi -religious/ Religious Pluralism 

The co-existence of a vast variety of faiths, some of which have been quite different form one another, 
has been a shining example of religious pluralism, and tolerance, a characteristic for which this country 
has been justly famous. 
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Patriarchal Society 

Patriarchy is a social system in which men hold primary power and enjoy greater status than  
women. Indian society is a largely patriarchal society. 
However, some tribal societies are matrilineal societies where women have the dominant decision- 
making power. The few matrilineal societies of India are: 

The Nairs and Ezhavas of the state of Kerala have a matrilineal society, 

 the Khasi and Garo tribes of Meghalaya,  

Bunt and billava of Karnataka  

Patriarchy is a still existing problem in India- and impacts women the most-
few impacts of this are- 

Women are still paid 20% less than men for the same job.  
They still experience a shockingly high rate of domestic violence, which highly depicts the culture  
of the patriarchal society in India.
Male child preference is also one such example that shows the patriarchal mindset leading to  
female infanticide and foeticide. 
Dowry tradition and discrimination based on that.  
Patriarchy infl uences different areas of society including culture, family, school, the workplace  
and relationships. Its presence can translate to inequality and gender-based violence. 

Reason for persistence of patriarchy in our society (21st century): 
Man is considered the head of the family and controls women’s sexulaity, labor production,  
reproduction and mobility. 
Patriarchal societies propagate the ideology of motherhood which restricts women’s mobility and  
burdens them with the responsibility to nurture and rear children.
Family is important for socializing the next generation in patriarchal values.   The boys learn 
to be dominating and aggressive and girls learn to be caring, loving and submissive.
These stereotypes of masculinity and femininity are not only social constructs but also have been 
internalized by both men and women. 
While the pressure to earn and look after the family is more on the man,the women are supposed  
to do the menial jobs and take care of their children and even other members of the family.It 
is because of these gender stereotypes that women are at disadvantage and are vulnerable to 
violence and other kinds of discriminations and injustices. 
Systemic deprivation and violence against women: rape, sexual harassment, sexual abuse, female  
feticide, infanticide, sati, dowry deaths, wife-beating, high level of female illiteracy, etc
Patriarchal constructions of knowledge perpetuate patriarchal ideology and this is refl ected in  
educational institutions, knowledge systems and media which reinforce male dominance. 
Patriarchal constructions of social practices are legitimized by religion and religious institutions as  
most most religious practices regard male authority as superior and the laws and norms regarding 
family , marriage, dovirce and inheritance are linked to patriarchal control over property biased 
against women 

Unity in Diversity: 

India is plural society both in letter and spirit. It is rightly characterized by its unity and diversity . 
A grand synthesis of cultures, religions and languages of the people belonging to different castes and 
communities has upheld its unity and cohesiveness despite multiple foreign invasions. 
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Unity in Diversity

Geographical DiversityCultural DiversityCaste Diversity

Caste Diversity: 
India is a country of castes. The term caste is generally used in two senses: sometimes in the sense of 
Varna and sometimes in the sense of Jati. 

Varna refers to a segment of the four-fold division of Hindu society based on functional criterion.  
The four Varna are Brahman, Kshatriya, Vaishya and Shudra with their specialized functions as 
learning, defense, trade and manual service. The Varna hierarchy is accepted all over India. 
Jati refers to a hereditary endogamous status group practicing a specifi c traditional occupation  

Cultural Diversity 
Cultural patterns refl ect regional variations.Because of population diversity, there is immense variety 
in Indian culture as it is a blend of various cultures. Different religions, castes, regions follow their 
own tradition and culture.Thus, there is variation in art, architecture, dance forms, theater forms, 
music etc. 

Geographical diversity: 
Spanning across an area of 3. 28 million square kilometer, India is a vast country with great diversity 
of physical features like dry deserts,evergreen forests, lofty mountains, perennial and non -perennial 
river systems, long coasts and fertile plains. 

Advantages & Disadvantages of diversity

Advantages of Diversity Disadvantages of Diversity
It helps in strengthening love and tolerance promoting 
amity and unity and openness to other diverging 
views.
It is the identity that India had asserted for long in 
three international foras
Diversity of culture translates into diversity of ideas 
and innovations
The rich heritage and culture resultant of this 
diversity has enormous potential for tourism capable 
of creating large scale employment
Geographical diversity creates a rich reserve of fl ora 
and fauna benefi ting the environment, tourism, 
pharmaceutical etc. 

The social tension and confl icts arising 
from this diversity leading to growth of 
divisive tendencies like communalism, 
regionalism, linguism etc. present a 
major that to the social fabric, economic 
development and survival of democracy 
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Factors leading to Unity Amidst Diversity in India: 
Religious coexistence:  Religion tolerance is the unique feature of religion in India due to which 
multiple religions coexist in India. Freedom of religion and religious practice is guaranteed by the 
constitution itself.
Inter-state mobility:   The constitution guarantees freedom to move throughout the territory 
of India under Article 19 (1) (d), thus promoting a sense of unity and brotherhood among the 
masses. 
Economic integration:   The constitution of India secures the freedom of Trade, Commerce and 
Intercourse within the Territory of India under Article 301.Further the GST has paved the way 
for’ one country, one tax, one national market’, thus facilitating unity among different regions. 
Constitutional identity:   The entire country is governed by one single Constitution.
Institution of pilgrimage and religious practices 
Fairs and festivals:   They also act as integrating factors as people from all parts of the country 
celebrate them as per their own local customs
Climatic integration via monsoon:   The fl ora and fauna in the entire Indian subcontinent, 
agricultural practices, life of people, including their festivities revolve around the monsoon season 
in India. 
Sports and Cinema:   These are followed by millions in the country, thus acting as a binding force 
across the length and breadth of India. 

Factors leading

to Unity amidst

in India

Religious

Co-existence

Fairs &

Festivals

Inter-State

mobility

Religious

Practices

Economic

Integration

Sports &

Cinema
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Identity

Climatic
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Factors that threaten India’s unity: 

Regionalism

Dirty Politics

Inter-state

conflicts

Developmental

Imbalance

Language

problem

Inter-religious

conflicts

Ethnic

differentiation

Influence of

external factors

Factors that

threaten India’s

Unity

Regionalism:  
Regionalism tends to highlight interest of a particular region/regions over national interests. 

It can also adversely impact national integration.Law and order situation is hampered due 
to regional demands and ensuing agitation. 

Dirty Politics:  
India is a nation accommodating different political parties which are formed on the basis  

of caste, language, region and personal charisma. These parties play a dubious role in 
disintegration of the nation. They give top priority to their own interests at the cost of the 
national interest. 

Developmental Imbalance:  
Uneven pattern of socio-economic development, inadequate economic policies and consequent  

economic disparities can lead to backwardness of a region

Ethnic differentiation and nativism :  
Ethnic differentiation has often led to clashes between different ethnic groups especially due  

to factors such as job competition, limited resources, threat to identity etc.  E.g - frequent 
clashes between Bodos and Bengali speaking Muslims in Assam. 

Inter-religious confl icts:  
Inter-religious confl ict not only hampers relations between two communities by spreading  

fear and mistrust but also hinder the secular fabric of the country. 
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Inter state confl icts:  
This can lead to emergence of feelings related to regionalism .It can also affect trade and  

communication between confl icting states. For instance, the Cauvery river dispute between 
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu. 

Infl uence of external factors: 
Sometimes external factors such as foreign organsations terrorist groups , extermists groups  

can incite voilence and sow feelings of sepearatism 
Example:  

Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) has been accused of supporting and training mujahideen to  

fi ght in Jammu and kashmir and sowing separatist tendencies among resident groups. 
The Khalistan movement is a Sikh separatist movement seeking to create a homeland for  

Sikhs by establishing a sovereign state, called Khalistan (‘Land of the Khalsa’), in the Punjab 
region 

Language Problem and National Integration: 
Linguistic reorganization of states was primarily done for administrative convenience.It also  

helped in fulfi lling the aspirations of different linguistic groups in India, without threatening 
national unity. 
Discriminatory practices or policeis againsts linguistic minorities in different states can in  

the long term threaten national integration. 
Prejudiced treatment against linguistic minorities can perpetuate ‘separatism’. 

Example: Anti-Hindi agitation in southern states  
However , linguistic heterogeneity has not always been disruptive for national integration. 

With linguistic diversity , one has also witnessed the development of an ‘ all India common 
vocabulary’. Example: Popularity of many ‘Epics’ and ‘ fi ctional non-fi ctional literature’ has 
led their translation into many different languages. This also contributes to ‘ linguistic unity’ 
in India. 

Difference between Multiculturalism and Pluralism
Multiculturalism refers to the co-existence of diverse religious, ethnic or cultural groups within a 
society. 

In contrast, cultural pluralism refers to a phenomenon where minority groups participate fully  
in the dominant society, but while maintaining their cultural differences. 
In India, pluralism describes the reality of cultural diversity. It attempts to create a society  
in which the best of all inputs continue to integrate.It allows for many different groupings but 
does not try to impose a uniform status on all of them. 
Our multiculturalism , on the other hand, means showing respect and tolerance to other  
cultures and faith. It holds that all minority values must have equal status to those of the 
majority. It also allows assertion of different identities in every sphere of life. 
This assertion of variety can be seen in linguistic reorganization of states, political  
representation, rise in demand for minority rights, indegenous rights, anti- hindi movements 
etc. These assertions present a new way of assimilation where all communities fi nd their 
respective place in making a nation-state 
.No community is left out in creating a rainbow nation.Multiculturalism and pluralism provides  
a new paradigm for stability which increases cohesiveness and integrity of the nation
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Family/Kinship: 

Family is the basic unit of society. It is the fi rst and the most immediate social environment to which 
a child is exposed. In the family a child learns language, the behavioral pattern and social norms in 
his childhood. 

Question: With the advent of technology ,new trends are emerging in 
family living?Critically evaluate?
Emerging Patterns of Family Living 

In urban areas both male and female members of the family may go for gainful employment  
outside the home. 
In some families the parents of the husband may live with his wife and children. While in some  
others, members of the wife’s family may be living with the couple and their children. 
With both the husband and the wife going outside the home for gainful employment and with  
the absence or limited availability of child care facilities, presence of kin members to look after 
the home and children comes handy for the smooth functioning of the household. 
Those working couples who prefer to live in nuclear families and who fear or resist interference  
from kin members, try to organize their household with professional help from outside the 
family (like cooks, maid servants, crèches). 
Aged parents, who formerly used to look towards their eldest son or other sons for support in  
old age, are now adjusting themselves to the new 
demands of family life by making economic provisions for their old age. 
 Even within a city parents and married sons may reside separately.  
Another trend in family life in India is that girls are prepared to support their parents in  
old age, and it is not impossible to fi nd a widowed mother or parents staying with a married 
daughter (mainly, in the absence of sons) to help her to manage the household. 

Factors of Change Leading to Reinforcement of the Joint Family:
The fact that families, which have migrated to cities, still retain their bonds with their joint  
family in the village or town. 
Even after they residentially separate themselves from a joint family and form a nuclear family,  
they do not function as an isolated or completely independent unit in the city. These families 
retain their kinship orientation and joint family ethic. 
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This is evident from the physical presence of relatives at the time of certain events like birth,  
marriage, death, illness and so on. 
Sometimes members from the families living in a city go to the village to participate in such  
events or sometimes members from the rural family come to the city to involve themselves in 
functions or ceremonies or activities of their kin members. 
The joint family continues to be the norm among industrial entrepreneurs, despite changes in  
their material conditions of living. 
Social mobility has increased and ritual observations have been reduced in number and/or in  
importance. However, these alterations have not transformed the joint family into isolated 
nuclear families. On the contrary, a modifi ed joint family organization has emerged in the urban 
industrial setting where even members from the ancestral home or village move into the urban 
setting. 
Industrialisation serves to strengthen the joint family because an economic base has been provided  
to support it or because more hands are needed in a renewed family enterprise or because kin can 
help one another in striving for upward mobility.
No doubt the joint family that functions today in urban settings is different in many ways from  
the joint family which functioned in pre-independent and non-industrial India. 
For instance many of the coresidential, commensal joint families in urban areas remain joint  
because it is the norm or due to some advantages, or because of shortage of accommodation 

North India South India

Differences

In North India the kinship system 
is characterized by negative rules of 
marriage. 
In North India, a marriage alliance links 
one family with an entirely new family and 
in fact one village with another village.
Marriage alliances in North India follow 
the principle of hypergamy. This means 
that the bride-givers are distinctly inferior 
to the bride-takers.
In North India, a girl enters the family of 
total strangers when she gets married and 
leaves her natal home. Her behavior in her 
father’s house is quite different from how 
she is expected to behave in her father-in-
law’s house.

The South Indian kinship system, on the other hand, 
is characterized by positive rules of marriage.
In South India, most marriage alliances occur 
within a small kin group and the emphasis is laid 
on relationships on both the father’s and mother’s 
sides.
In South India, preferable marriage is with one’s 
matrilateral and sometimes patrilateral cross 
cousin and sometimes intergeneration (between mb 
and zd). This situation makes it diffi cult to brand 
the bride-takers as superior to the bride-givers. 
In South India, from the woman’s point of view, 
there is little difference between her family of birth 
and the family of marriage. She is not a stranger in 
her husband’s house.

Similarities:
The fact is that in both North and South India, caste and kinship are inextricably intertwined. The 
all India system of hierarchy and social stratifi cation permeates the kinship system as well. The 
notions of purity and pollution are found infl uencing the kinship systems in terms of protecting the 
purity of one’s blood. 
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Irrespective of a society being either patrilineal or matrilineal, the kinship systems in both regions 
emphasize the role of affi nity in social relationships and networks. This means that relationships 
established through marriages are important in both systems.

Marriage: 

Marriage is an important social institution. It is a relationship, which is socially approved. The 
relationship is defi ned and sanctioned by custom and law. 

Factors that have helped in raising the age at marriage among certain 
sections of the population. 

In urban areas and for the well to do in rural areas education and the need for employment of boys  
have raised the age of marriage. 
In states where the literacy rate is high, age at marriage is also much higher than in those states  
where literacy level is low. 
Education has helped in raising the age at marriage, it has however led to some unintended  
consequences. 
Education combined with increasing demands for dowry have led to a rise in the age at marriage.  
Educated girls seek educated boys and the price (dowry) of an educated groom in the ‘marriage 
market’ is high. 
Since most marriages in India are arranged, parents arrange a marriage only when they meet the  
dowry demands. 
Thus, necessarily the marriages of the girls are postponed and the age at marriage increases. 

Caste: 

Caste is a system of social stratifi cation, which lies at the very root of social structure of most social 
groups in India.

Features of the Caste System The main features of caste system are:

Religious

Disabilities
Endogamy Hierarchy

Distinction in

custom,dress

& speech

Restrictions on

food & Social

intercourse

Hereditary

Occupation

Features of Caste system
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Hierarchy:  
The hereditary caste groups are arranged into a  

social and ritual hierarchy, with Brahmans at top 
next to the Kshatriyas, then Vaishyas followed by 
the Shudras.
In the social hierarchy the lowest rung of the caste  

society is of the untouchables who are ritually 
the most impure. Thus, the concept of hierarchy 
forms the crux of the caste society.

Endogamy:  
Endogamy or marriage within one’s own caste  

or subcaste group is an essential feature of the 
caste system. It is one of the main reasons for the 
persistence of the caste system. People generally 
married within one’s own caste group. 

Monopoly over their hereditary  

occupation :
Each caste was also ranked higher or lower  
on the basis of the ritual purity or pollution 
of their associated occupations.

Restrictions on food and social intercourse:  

Each caste had its own caste council or panchayat where the grievances of its caste  
members were heard. 
These caste-councils headed, generally by the elder members of that caste, had the  
power to excommunicate a member from his or her caste if they did not accept caste 
restrictions. 
Caste restrictions operate in marriage, commensality or inter-dining and general social  
intercourse, as well.

Civil and religious disabilities:  

These consist of restrictions based on contact, dress, speech, rituals, etc and are placed  
on every caste group. It was done in order to maintain purity of specifi c caste groups. 
Example:  Lower caste groups had no access to wells, they were restricted from entering 
temples etc.

Caste based violence in India:  

Increasing trends of caste based violence are related to instances of inter-caste marriage  
and assertion of basic rights by Dalits including land rights. Freedom of expression, 
access to justice, access to education etc. 
Example:   A group of Dalits attacked in Una, Hate Speech against some particular caste, 
group and community. 

Can Caste Exist in the India of Tomorrow? 
The joint family and caste system provide the individual in our society some of the benefi ts,  
which a welfare state provides in the industrially advanced countries. 
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Caste stands for a certain amount of cultural homogeneity. However, it has its evil and  
exploitative side which has not been perceived by the majority of the people, especially the 
upper castes. 
It is essential to remember that nothing effective can be achieved unless and until the people  
themselves are made to realize the unjust nature of the caste system. 
The principle of caste is so fi rmly entrenched in our political and social life that everyone  
including the political leader appears to have tacitly accepted these very principles.

Increase of caste solidarity within a region 
The coming of modern means of communication has increased the ‘horizontal stretch of caste’.  
Far-fl ung caste groups are able to interact and communicate with each other and fi nd commonalities  
and shared interests to form clusters. 
One effect of universal adult franchise is the strengthening of caste consciousness. Political parties  
are at pains to select candidates who have a social base, usually drawn from the locally dominant 
caste groups. It is obvious that the eradication of caste is a distant reality, despite the indications 
to the contrary 
As long as caste performs the functions of a welfare state in India and provides caste Continuity  
and Change for the common bonds of kinship ties, political groups and alliances, it can be assured 
of a continued existence in modern India. 

Factors affecting the changes in caste system:

Factors affecting

the changes in

caste system

Westernisation
Legislative
Measures

Modernisation Sanskritization Caste & Politics
Democratic

Decentralisation

Sanskritization:   Sanskritization as a process of change is the mobility concerned with positional 
change in the caste system. By changing the customs and rituals such as by adopting vegetarianism 
and teetlalism, people belonging to the low castes are claiming ‘ higher’ position in the caste 
hierarchy. 
Westernization:   Due to changes in the spheres of education, food habits, dressing sense, style 
of eating, manners etc. Westernization has brought occupational changes cutting across the caste 
barriers. 
Modernisation:   It is a process which primarily relies on scientifi c outlook, rational attitudes, 
high social mobility, mass mobilization and specialization in work . It has made the caste system 
more fl exible. For instance, in the urban areas, castes are gradually becoming classes. 
Caste and politics:  They both are closely linked to each other. In fact, the link has led to an 
empowerment among the lower castes since they ventilate their feelings through elections and 
power. Dalit politics is one such example, where Dalits are trying to assert thier identites and 
have become succesful in capturing power in various states. 
Legislative measures:   A variety of social legislations have been introduced in the post 
independence era which aim to safeguard the interest of the down-trodden, to eradicate 
untouchability and to facilitate the social and economic development of the depressed
Castes.  For instance, Untouchability ( offenses) Act, 1955 provided for punishment against the 
practice of untouchability. 
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Democratic decentralization:   The reservation provided in the Panchayti Raj system has given 
the opportunity for the lower castes to empower themselves.. 

Balance between Spiritualism and materialism: 

Human beings are not just physical and material  
beings that exist to satisfy their senses but 
spiritual beings as well. It is this spirituality that 
unites humanity across the world at a higher 
level.
Western materialism is mostly centered on  
the fulfi llment of material desires and the 
gratifi cation of external senses. Their craze for 
material objects culminates in ‘never ending 
and unsatisfi ed consumerism’ 3 . It neglects the 
essential spiritual and divine 
Nature of human life. All scientifi c and material progress of the West could not address the main  
problems of suffering humanity. They failed to understand that internal happiness (ananda) is 
more important to the external pleasure (sukha). 
Spiritualism focuses on the religious and spiritual development of human beings. Its aim is to  
arouse the glory and divinity of humanity. And they did it even at the cost of basic material 
needs 
It is the material development which can ease this type of severe poverty by providing basic  
necessities. But at the same time we should also understand that only material growth will not 
suffi ce. We need spirituality as well. It is the spirituality which shares a bond of oneness and 
humanity across the world. It binds humanity and engenders a sense of unity among people on a 
higher perspective. 
Example:   Vivekananda does not perceive spiritualism and materialism as opposite 
domains but as complementary ones. 
He is of the opinion that to eradicate this poverty we need Western materialism because spirituality  
is incapable of removing the hunger of the physical body. But at the same time the West should 
learn Indian spiritualism because materialism could not quench the thirst of the spiritual self. 
For this reason he emphasizes the need of a synthesis between Indian spiritualism and Western  
materialism. 
Vivekananda endorses the synthesis between Eastern spiritualism and Western materialism as  
both are incomplete or even ‘dangerous’ in the absence of each other 
The aim of materialism is to conquer external ‘nature’ by scientifi c and material progress whereas  
the aim of spiritualism is to know ‘inner self’ by contemplating on ‘the real nature of the self’. Both 
play a crucial role in one’s life. 
In the present era of consumerism, materialism has become the ‘internal’ part of one’s life and  
spiritualism has been converted into ‘external’ rituals and dogmas 

Balance between Individual /Collectivism: 

Individualism is a moral, political or social outlook that stresses human  
independence, self-reliance and liberty. Whereas collectivism is the practice 
of giving a group priority over each individual in it. There exists a fi ne 
balance between them in Indian society. 
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The Supreme Court recently had to deal with several issues that were rooted in this 
confl ict between personal “rights” and the society’s collective demands. 

Indian society is collectivistic and promotes social cohesion and interdependence However,  
society is changing with one of the most signifi cant alterations being the disintegration of the 
joint family and the rise of nuclear and extended family systems. 
Western society, which puts impetus on “individualism”, the Indian society is “collectivistic”  
in that it promotes interdependence and cooperation, with the family forming the focal point 
of this social structure. 
Such cultural differences mean that people in different cultures have fundamentally different  
constructs of the self and others. For more collectivistic societies like Indian Society, the 
self is defi ned relative to others, is concerned with belongingness, dependency, empathy, 
and reciprocity, and is focused on small, selective in-groups at the expense of out-groups. 
Relationships with others are emphasized, while personal autonomy, space and privacy are 
considered secondary 
The traditional Indian family- Any generalizations about the Indian family suffer from  
oversimplifi cation, given the pluralistic nature of Indian culture. However, in most sociological 
studies, Asian and Indian families are considered classically as large, patriarchal, collectivistic, 
joint families, harboring three or more generations vertically and kith and kin horizontally. 
Such traditional families form the oldest social institution that has survived through ages and  
functions as a dominant infl uence in the life of its individual members. Indian joint families 
are considered to be strong, stable, close, resilient and enduring with focus on family integrity, 
family loyalty, and family unity at expense of individuality, freedom of choice, privacy and 
personal space.

SECULARISM

Secularism means the separation of religion from political, 
economic, social and cultural aspects of life, religion being 
treated as a purely personal matter.

The term “Secular” means being “separate” from  
religion or having no religious basis.
It is the principle of separation of government  
institutions and persons mandated to represent 
the state from religious institutions and religious 
dignitaries. Thus, religion should be separate from aspects of state and governance.
With the 42nd Amendment of the Constitution of India the Preamble to the Constitution asserted  
that India is a “secular” nation. 

Characteristics of Indian secularism

Rationalization and Reasonableness   play an important role in accelerating the secularization 
process. Rationalism implies the infl uence of ‘reason’ or conscience’ overall blind faith.
Indian secularism is embedded in the   rich ancient culture of our country. It respects the 
traditional customs, beliefs, and practices and also protects them in the interest of citizens.
Indian philosophy of secularism is related to   “Sarva Dharma Sambhava”(literally it means that 
the destination of the paths followed by all religions is the same, though the paths themselves 
may be different) which means equal respect to all religions.
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No offi cial religion :   India does not recognize any religion as offi cial. Nor does it owe allegiance 
to any particular religion.
Religious neutrality :   India does not intercept the affairs of any specifi c religion. It respects all 
religions on par with one another
Freedom to all :   It assures religious freedom to the members of all religions. Citizens are free to 
choose and abide by their religions
Indian governance :  Religious institutions have a diminutive role in Indian governance. India 
is not ruled by religious heads. Political parties in India do not advocate or subscribe to any 
particular religion.
Strategy of principle distance :  A state does not interfere with changing the crux of religious 
entities with a View to respecting their traditions customs and belief it might intervene productively 
to remove obsolete, superstitious, backward looking, and gender biased practices
Supremacy of law :  The functions of Indian administration are based on Legislation and 
Constitution. But these are not the beliefs and principles given by the dogmas and customs of any 
particular religion
State is sovereign :None of the religious institutions, be they temple, church or Madrasa, is above  
the State.
Not anti-religion: I  ndian secularism is not atheistic in that it questions the existence of any 
religion. It allows any kind of religious worship.
Secularism as a fundamental right :  Secularism is constitutionally protected. Religious freedom 
is more protected and is subject to be enforced by the judiciary, in case of breach.
Secularism as scientifi c education:  Indian education is scientifi c and predicated on the Western 
system. Education here is not a reinforcement of religious maxims
Secularism as humanism :   Indian secularism is humane and is not affected by spiritual beliefs 
or values of any particular religion. It considers the people “Citizens” but not “sympathizers of a 
religion”.
Secularism as universal faith :  Rig Veda (Truth is one; sages call it by various names). The 
secular ideals of India were not inherited only from those of a very few countries. But they are the 
collections of East and West.
Secularism as means of modernization :   Our secularism is not shaped by orthodox, obsolete 
and narrow beliefs, but it is the replica of modern values, progressive thoughts and scientifi c 
outlook.
Secularism as cultural heritage :   Indian secularism is embedded in the rich ancient culture 
of our country. It respects the traditional customs, beliefs and practices and also protects them at 
the interest of citizens.

Difference Between Western & Indian Secularism

Western Secularism Indian Secularism 
In western society, secularism refers  
to the complete separation between 
the state and religion and freedom of 
religion for all people.
While its historical legacy has led  
western civilization to develop a brand 
of secularism that primarily sought 
to emphasise the separation between 
church and state, India’s history has 
led to a different outcome. 

In Indian society, secularism means equal  
treatment of all religions and no discrimination 
between followers of different religions.
There’s no clear demarcation between state and  
religion in India, positive intervention of the state 
in religious affairs is not prohibited. 
In India, both state and religion can, and often  
do, interact and intervene in each other's affairs 
within the legally prescribed and judicially settled 
parameters.
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India does partially separate religion and state. 
For example, it does not have an offi cial state  
religion and state-owned educational institutions 
cannot impart religious instructions.

The Western concept of Secularism  
does not believe in an open display of 
religion except for places of worship.
In a country like France, the hijab  
is banned because the external 
manifestation of religion is not 
appreciated in that society. 
Religion is relegated entirely to the  
private sphere and has no place in 
public life whatsoever.

In India, secularism manifests itself by the  
creation of an environment where every religion 
is represented and its followers can freely practice 
the religion. 
All expression of Religion is manifested equally  
with support from the state.

Also, in western society, laws are  
made in isolation from religious 
principles.

However, in India, the law seeks to accommodate  
the multiple religious principles that followers of 
different religions adhere to.

As per the western model, the state  
cannot give any fi nancial support 
to educational institutions run by 
religious communities.

 In India, the state provides all religious minorities  
with the right to establish and maintain their 
own educational institutions which may receive 
assistance from the state.
The Indian Constitution permits partial fi nancial  
support for religious schools, as well as the 
fi nancing of religious buildings and infrastructure 
by the state.

A single uniform code of law is used  
to dispense justice regardless of 
religious background.

In matters of law in modern India, however, the  
applicable code of law is unequal, and India's 
personal laws– on matters such as marriage, 
divorce, inheritance, alimony– varies with an 
individual's religion. 

Focus is more on intra religious  
domination than interreligious due 
to religiously homogeneous nature of 
the State.
For example, the reformed gender- 
neutral nature of Christianity which 
is the dominant religion of the West.

Focusing both on interreligious and inter  
religious denominations because Indian society is 
not homogenous rather it is multi-religious that 
has numerous religious denominations and caste 
under each.
For example, in the Varna system, people of  
upper caste treated -Dalits inhumanly and such 
treatment was abolished by the Scheduled CasteS 
and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) 
Act, 1989.

It is concerned with liberty and  
equality among the individuals of 
the particular religion and often 
neglected the equality of other 
religious minorities

It not only ensures the religious freedom of  
individuals but also provides for the religious 
freedom of minorities. It enables an individual to 
freely pursue his religion and helps the religious 
minorities to exist and maintain their culture and 
educational institutions as a community.

The role of religious bodies is meager  
in politics

As an implicit control, religious groups could  
persuade their followers and control the ballot 
box. They could also infl uence the government in 
power in policy making.
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Threat to Indian Secularism:

Communal politics:  Politicians play with the religious sentiments of the masses. It leads to 
religious polarization of society by forming political parties, trade unions, and student unions 
on religious lines. All these would result in hatred and create rivalry towards the people of other 
religions.
Forced conversion   : Allegations are continuously being made against the Christian Missionaries 
for exploiting the lower status accorded to the Dalits in the four fold Varna System in order to 
persuade them for conversion to Christianity for which they use the baits of good social status 
and a dignifi ed life. As a reaction, Hindutva right wing groups have started the Ghar Wapsi 
(Homecoming) movement which aims to bring back the converted people into Hindu fold.
Non-separation of religion from politics:   Few events in the past like the demolition of the 
Babri Masjid, anti-Sikh riots in 1984, Mumbai riots in December 1992 and January 1993, Godhra 
riots in 2002, etc. have shown the well-established problem of communalism raising its head now 
and then.
Practice of pseudo-secularism:   Indifferently implementing secularism or pretending 
themselves as a champion of secularism may explain the pseudo-secularism. For example, the 
lack of political will to implement UCC and abolish regressive Triple Talaq fearing the loss of 
Muslim votes.
Growing fundamentalism   :Religious fundamentalism refers to the blind and unquestioning 
adherence to particular religious beliefs. It is manifest in orthodoxy, conservatism, and singularity 
as against democratic norms of modernism and plurality.
Anti-religious:  It has been argued by some that secularism threatens religious identity. However, 
as we noted earlier, secularism promotes religious freedom and equality. Hence, it protects religious 
identity rather than threatens it. It does undermine some forms of religious identity, which are 
dogmatic, violent, fanatical, exclusivist, and those which foster hatred of other religions.
Rise of Hindu Nationalism in recent years :   Has resulted in mob lynching on mere suspicion 
of slaughtering cows and consuming beef.
Constitutional contradiction   : Constitutional provision meant for secularism has loopholes 
and is discriminative in nature. There are certain secular principles that are mutually exclusive. 
For instance, Article 48 bans cow slaughter for respecting the religious sentiment of Hindu but 
such actions are approved of as a part of Muslim tradition.
Exclusion of minorities :  The overall participation of religious minorities in the political sphere 
continues to occupy a tiny space and they are not given their due shares. Sachar Committee 
reported “while Muslims constitute 14 percent of the Indian population, they comprise only 2.5 
percent of the Indian bureaucracy”
Defective educational system   which has encouraged the people to think in terms of groups and 
communities has also failed to inculcate secular ideas in the minds of young students and promote 
the feeling of mutual give and take.
Discriminative state intervention   :To retain vote banks, governments show bias in regulating 
the religious customs and practices. For instance, polygamy is prohibited in Hindu law, but it is 
allowed in Islam. But the state is not ready to deal with such ambiguities and double stranded 
nature of law.
Communal Riots:   In recent past also, communalism has proved to be a great threat to the secular 
fabric of Indian polity e.g Delhi riot 2020, UP riot 2015 among others.International infl uence E.g 
IRAN issue, refugee crisis
Growing Radicalisation:   In recent years there have been stray incidences of Muslim youth 
being inspired and radicalized by groups like ISIS which is very unfortunate for both India and 
world.
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Contemporary Issues

Uniform Civil Code (UCC)
Article 44 (DPSP) of the Constitution states that “the State shall endeavor to secure for citizens 
a uniform civil code throughout the territory of India.” It essentially means a common set of laws 
governing personal matters for all citizens of the country, irrespective of religion.
Issue of Instant Triple Talaq

Instant triple talaq is a form of Islamic divorce practiced in India, whereby a Muslim man can  
legally divorce his wife by stating the word talaq three times in oral, written, or more recently 
electronic form.
The practice has raised several controversies and discussions regarding issues of justice,  
gender equality, human rights, and secularism.
In the Shayara Bano vs Union of India case (2017), the Supreme Court declared the practice  
of triple talaq as unconstitutional by a 3:2 majority.

Entry Movements to Places of Religious Worship Led by Women’s Organisations
 Sabarimala Temple:

In Sabarimala temple, Kerala, women between the ages of 10 and 50 are not allowed to enter  
the temple, since they are in the menstrual age group. A 1991 Kerala High Court judgment 
supported the ban on women.
However, the case has been referred to a three-judge bench of the Supreme Court to determine  
whether excluding menstruating women constitutes “essential religious practice.”

Anti Conversion law:
The bill aims at prohibiting religious conversions which are affected through misrepresentation,  
force, undue infl uence, coercion, allurement or by any fraudulent means or by marriage or for 
marriage by making it an offense.
Other States like Karnataka, Arunachal Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh,  
Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand have also passed laws 
restricting religious conversion

What are the Issues Associated with Anti-Conversion Laws?
Uncertain and Vague Terminology: The uncertain and vague terminology like misrepresentation, 
force, fraud, allurement presents a serious avenue for misuse.
These terms leave room for ambiguities or are too broad, extending to subjects far beyond the 
protection of religious freedom.
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Antithetical to Minorities: Another issue is that the present anti-conversion laws focus more on 
the prohibition of conversion to achieve religious freedom.
However, the broad language used by the prohibitive legislation might be used by offi cials to oppress 
and discriminate against minorities.
Antithetical to Secularism: These laws may pose a threat to the secular fabric of India and the 
international perception of our society’s intrinsic values and legal system.

COMMUNALISM 

What is communalism?

Communalism is an ideology which states that society  
is divided into religious communities whose interests 
differ and are, at times, even opposed to each other. 
The antagonism practiced by the people of one  
community against the people of other communities 
and religion can be termed as ‘communalism’.
This antagonism goes to the extent of falsely accusing,  
harming and deliberately insulting a particular 
community and may extend to looting, burning down 
the homes and shops of the helpless and the weak, 
dishonoring women, and even homicide.

Growth of Communalism

Jawaharlal Nehru once described communalism as the   Indian version of fascism. 
He said, while all communalism is bad, we must remember that minority communalism is born  
out of fear, while majority communalism takes the form of political reaction to assert dominance. 
But he added: ‘there could be no compromise on the issue of communalism, Hindu communalism 
or Muslim communalism, as it is a challenge to Indian nationhood and Indian nationalism.’

The main forces, which have encouraged the growth of communalism in 
contemporary India, are: 

Main forces for

growth of

Communalism

Religious

fundamentalism
Communal Riots Mob Lynching Beef Consumption
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Economic backwardness of Muslims 
Growth of communal parties and organizations 
Electoral compulsions of political parties  
Communal media, literature and text-books 
Separatism and isolation among Muslims  

Communal Riots: 
A probe into the major communal riots in the country during the last fi ve decades reveals that: 

Communal riots are more politically motivated than fuelled by religion. 
Besides political interests, economic interests also play a vital role in fermenting  
communal clashes.

Religious fundamentalism among Youth:  
There is an on-going threat of radicalisation among Kashmiri youth, which can give an  

impetus to already existing separatist tendencies. 
Further, the youth have fallen prey to fundmanetalist tendencies of terrorist gorup like the  

ISIS as many Indian radicalized youth have joned the group.
The Minister of Home Affairs estimates that 75 Indians have joined ISIS. However, the reach  

of the terrorist organisation is spreading in India, easpically through the medium of social 
media.

Mob lynching 
The fact is that Mob violence is not considered to be the past. The effect of mob-violence  

continues to trouble our society even to-day. 
Group of blood-thirsty mobs have been signalling fear in the hearts of Dalits and Muslims, as  

they’ve gone about lynching or attacking people, in the name of cow protection
Example: Jharkand mob lynching-2017:At least nine people were killed, including 4 Muslim cattle 
traders, in four different incidents. A group of four Muslim cattle traders passing through Sobhapur 
village were lynched to death by a violent mob.

Current issues regarding communalism
Hadiya Case:   A 24 year old Hindu women, Akhila, who converted to Islam and took a new 
name, Hadiya was at the centre of the’ love jihad’ controversy. While she alleged that she 
converted to Islam and chose to marry her husband out of choice, her father fi led a Habeas 
Corpus petition and claimed that  she was forced to convert to Islam and was targeted as 
recrut of ISIS. the kerala High Court annulled her marriage, sent her to her parent’s home 
and observed that “ she was a weak and vulnerable girl capable of being exploited.”However, 
the supreme court protected her freedom to choose her religion and freedom of movement and 
asked her to return to college to continue her studies.
Beef consumption and ensuing deaths:   The issue of beef consumption and transportation 
has been a contentious issue in India and has triggered communal outbreaks in various parts 
of the country. Muslims were the target of 51% of violence centered on bovine issues over 
nearly eight years (2010 to 2017) and comprised 86% of 28 Indians killed in 63 incidents, 
according to an IndiaSpend content analysis
Ghar Wapsi programmes:  It is a series of religious conversion activities, facilitated by Indian 
Hindu organizations such as the Vishva Hindu Parishad (VHP) and Rashtriya Swayamsevak 
Sangh (RSS), to facilitate conversion of non-hindus to Hinduism. While the organizing groups 
claimed that people voluntarily came forward to convert to Hinduism, some participants 
claimed that they were forced to do so.
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Measures to address the problem of Communalism:

The problem of communalism in India is grave and can have far-reaching consequences. Thus, 
persuasive as well as punitive measures are required to curb its spread.

Building solidarity and assimilation of various religious groups   at different levels in 
society, workplace, neighborhood etc. by fostering a secular culture.Example: Celebrating each 
other’s religious festivals.
Swift and   prompt response to radicalization by  a militant group on social media through 
police action, counseling sessions for those radicalized especially adolescents etc.
Ensuring that   political parties refrain from using religion, religious ideologies in order to 
garner votes through strict vigilance by institutional mechanisms such as the Election Commission, 
media, civil society etc.
 Instances of an   inter-relgious marriage of two consenting adults should not be constructed as 
‘love jihad issue” and highlighted in the media.This, media person should be senstized regarding 
the issue.
Mobs leading communal riots s  hould be controlled and strict action should be taken against 
them as a combative measure.
Stern law   should be framed by the parliament against communal violence. The weaknesses 
of laws have resulted in the escape of politicians and other infl uential persons who have openly 
indulged in citing communal violence.
Special Courts:   The CBI or a special investigation body should investigate communal riots 
within a stipulated time frame. Further, special courts should hear such  cases for quick delivery 
of justice to victims.
Police and other bodies upholding law and order should be held accountable   as sometimes 
the police bow down to pressure from politicians and remain inactive during communal violence.
Pluralistic settlement where members of different communities live together should be encouraged  
by removing existing barriers as religious segregation strengthens communal identities 
and reinforces negative stereotypes of other religious groups.
Example:   taking acting during instances of intolerance where Muslims, Dalits, North-Eastern 
citizens etc. are denied housing owing to their identities.
Sachar Committee report   on the status of Indian Muslim recommended the creating of an 
Equal Opportunities Commision to dealwith compalints of intolerance and exclusion.
Secular education   should be taught in all educational institutions, which will led to development 
of harmony and cooperation among members of different communities.
History education should be de-communalized a  s the present categorization of Indian 
history into ancient, medieval and modern has contributed to communal thinking as it has 
effectively divied history into the Hindu Period, Muslim Period and Christian period respecitvely. 
This has given rise to notions that India was a Hindu country which was’ invaded’by Muslim and 
Christians.
Increased employment opportunities for minorities   can lead to decrease in communal 
discord.Thus, there should be focus on skilling members of minority communities through various 
programmes and initiatives.
Religious heads can play an important role in dissemination of ideas of diversity of  
religion, ideas, etc, which can help in spreading peace among different communities.
The government should not ban minority practices in order to appease the majority group. 
Example:   State should not show a preference for vegetarianism
Uniform Civil Code should be formulated   and implemented with the consensus of all religious 
communities so that there is uniformity in personal laws.
Media, views and other infl uences should be used in   promoting religious harmony and peace.
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POVERTY

Poverty has many faces, many causes and many effects. It has several monetary and non monetary 
dimensions. It has several manifestations. It is caused by several obstacles and constraints, which do 
reinforce each other.

Features of Poverty

Few assets, landlessness and low income 
Low consumption, no savings and high indebtedness 
Jobless, employment insecurity and food insecurity 
Illiteracy and lack of formal education and training  
Poor health, housing, or ill health, poor sanitation  
Marginalization and high dependency 
Few contacts with key persons/institutions 
Little involvement in infl uential forum  
Competition for resources among the poor 
Economic vulnerability and subordination 
Low self esteem, low social status and resignation  
Subsistence living and no future plan. 

Poverty Estimation

Poverty estimation in India is   carried out by NITI Aayog’s task force through the calculation 
of poverty line based on the data captured by the National Sample Survey Offi ce under the 
Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MOSPI).
Poverty line estimation in India is   based on the consumption expenditure and not on the 
income levels.
A poor household is defi ned as one with an expenditure level below a specifi c poverty line. 
Alagh Committee (1979)   determined a poverty line based on a minimum daily requirement of 
2400 and 2100 calories for an adult in Rural and Urban area respectively.
Subsequently different committees;   Lakdawala Committee (1993), Tendulkar Committee 
(2009), Rangarajan committee (2012) did the poverty estimation.
As per the   Rangarajan committee report (2014), the poverty line is estimated as Monthly Per 
Capita Expenditure of Rs. 1407 in urban areas and Rs. 972 in rural areas.
Availability of Data  : Adoption of a large number of indicators for poverty estimation have 
some theoretical justifi cation but limited number of indicators are used because of dearth of data 
availability.
 Economist Bias  : Calculation of poverty estimates is usually dominated by economists under the 
agencies responsible for collection of data on the overall economy. It leads to use of income and 
consumption data as proxy indicators of actual well-being.
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Data Lag:   Even within these data sets we can 
have signifi cant lag in household data or data 
errors. E.g., the Consumer Expenditure Survey 
(CES) is conducted every fi ve year and the 
2017-18 CES data was withheld due to quality 
issues; almost 10 year of data lag on CES.
Diffi culties in adoption of indicators:  
Identifying and designing indicators which can 
offer meaningful comparisons between rich and 
poor sections of society/counties are diffi cult to 
design as the weights and range of variation of 
various elements tend to vary with context.
Complexities in Qualitative data  
collection: Understanding poverty and well-
being is a complex process due to India’s high socio-economic diversity. Also, for such a large 
population, collecting comparable data on subtle and complex elements/sections of society like 
women is diffi cult.

Vicious Circle of Poverty: 

The vicious circle of poverty refers to the interconnectedness of different factors that reinforce each 
other for generating poverty.

The reasons for this vicious circle of poverty can be classifi ed into three groups. 
Supply side factors 

Demand side factors 

Market imperfection. 

The two main dimensions of poverty in India are:
Regional dimensions of poverty 
Social dimensions of poverty  . 

 Regional Dimension of Poverty
Poverty profi les   differ in rural and urban 
areas. They also differ widely across states and 
regions of India. This is primarily due to wide 
regional disparities
Regional imbalance in economic growth   in 
major states is observed from the variations in 
the growth of Net State Domestic Product (NSDP). 
There is a wide   interstate imbalance in the economic growth of rich and poor states of India.
There is a   wide difference in the investment climate of different states of the Indian union. 
Kerala’s achievement in social development and reduction in poverty are very impressive. Its 
record of overcoming poverty, even with moderate economic growth, has been attributed to its 
effective implementation of land reforms, comprehensive social and food security coverage, 
decentralized system of governance, and highly conscious civil society.

Social Dimension of Poverty
Poverty in India is not merely an economic phenomenon but also a social one. Poverty is seen  
today as an outcome of multiple deprivations. It is disproportionately high among SCs and STs. 
Poverty gets disproportionately concentrated among casual laborers

Dimensions of

Poverty

Regional

Dimensions

Social

Dimensions
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Rural poverty is getting mostly concentrated in agricultural labor and urban poverty in casual  
labor households.
Growing dependency of rural and urban households on the casual labor market exposes the poor  
to market risks and tends to increase transient poverty, whereby households move in and out of 
poverty due to fl uctuations in the labor market.
The incidence of poverty among SCs is very high in Bihar, MP and UP in both rural and urban  
areas. 
In terms of income poverty and other indicators of human development such as education and  
health, STs are at the bottom. 
The   gender dimension of poverty is very important in India. There is gender discrimination 
against women in the labour market. A majority of women are illiterate. The female members of 
the poor household suffer the most from all kinds of deprivation
It is widely recognised that while income poverty reduction is relatively easy, elimination of  
multiple deprivation is more diffi cult to achieve.
So poverty reduction strategy should go beyond income poverty and inadequacy of basic needs and  
rights as well as inadequate access to both productive assets and social infrastructure. 
Therefore, empowerment of the poor is considered a critical factor in accelerating poverty  
reduction.
Empowerment is sought to be achieved by giving a role to the poor in governance and development  
decisions. At present NGOs, donor agencies, and development activists are exerting pressure 
on policy makers to involve all stakeholders in poverty alleviation projects and activate the 
panchayats and promote institutions like self help groups and user groups and mobilize the poor 
for collective action.

Causes of Poverty in India

All types of poverty and deprivation in India are caused by the following factors
Colonial Exploitation:   Colonial rule in India is the main reason for poverty and backwardness 
in India. The Mughal era ended about 1800. The Indian economy was purposely and severely 
de-industrialized through colonial privatizations. British rule replaced the wasteful warlord 
aristocracy by a bureaucratic-military establishment. However, colonial exploitation caused 
backwardness in India.

Causes of Poverty

Lack of investment

for the poor

Over-reliance on

Agriculture
Heavy Population

Pressures

Social System in India Colonial Exploitation
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Lack of Investment for the Poor :   There is lack of investment for the development of poorer 
sections of the society. Over the past 60 years, India decided to focus on creating world class 
educational institutions for the elite, whilst neglecting basic literacy for the majority. 
Social System in India :   The social system is another cause of poverty in India. The social 
subsystems are so strongly interlocked that the poor are incapable of overcoming the obstacles.
Over-reliance on Agriculture:   In India there is a high level of dependence on primitive 
methods of agriculture. There is a surplus of labor in agriculture. Farmers are a large vote bank 
and use their votes to resist reallocation of land for higher-income industrial projects. There is no 
modernization of agriculture despite some mechanization in some regions of India
Heavy population pressures   :Although demographers generally agree that high population 
growth rate is a symptom rather than cause of poverty and adds to poverty.

People are not poor because they have large families. Quite the contrary, they have large families 
because they are poor.

High Illiteracy : I  ndian literacy rate rose almost tenfold during the British era. In 1947, India’s 
literacy rate matched China’s. Now India suffers from about 35 percent illiteracy among the adult 
population.Literacy levels among SC, ST and females are very low. 
High Unemployment :  There is a high degree of underutilization of resources. The whole country 
suffers from a high degree of unemployment. India is marching with jobless economic growth
 Lack of Entrepreneurship:   The industrial base of India has remained very slender. Industrial 
sickness is very widespread. The whole industrial sector suffers from capital defi ciency and lack 
of entrepreneurial spirit.
Poverty Trap: 

A poverty trap refers to an economic system in which it is diffi cult to escape poverty. 

A poverty trap is not merely the absence of economic means. It is created due to a mix of  

factors, such as access to education and healthcare, working together to keep an individual 
or family in poverty.

 

Remedies for Poverty

There are different measures for tackling poverty as discussed below. Let us discuss these aspects in 
detail. 
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Increase in Saving:    In order to get rid of the supply side vicious circle in these countries, 
efforts should be made to increase savings so that investment in productive channels may be 
encouraged.

To increase saving, expenditure on marriages, social ceremonies, etc., should be curtailed. 

Increase in Investment:   To break the vicious circle of poverty, apart from increasing savings, 
investment of saving in productive channels is also of immense use. The policies of short run 
and long run investment should be coordinated. By short term investment, people can get the 
necessary goods at fair rates, which will have a favorable impact on their skill.
Balanced Growth:   To resolve the demand side vicious circle in underdeveloped countries, the 
extent of the market should be widened so that people may get inducement to invest.

Investment should be made in every sphere of an economy so that demand of one sector can  

be fulfi lled by another sector.
 Human Capital Formation:   In underdeveloped countries, the main obstacle to economic 
growth is the backwardness of human capital. Human capital should no longer be neglected. 
Many suggestions can be made to increase the skill of manpower.

For instance, in these countries, education, technical knowledge, and vocational training  

should be enlarged. 
Industrialisation:    Poverty can be eradicated by a self-sustaining process of industrialization. 

All industries should have linkage to build a powerful process of ancillary industries and  

occupations. 

Poverty Alleviation Programme

Integrated Rural Development Programme (IRDP):   It was introduced in 1978-79 and 
universalized from 2nd October, 1980, aimed at providing assistance to the rural poor in the 
form of subsidy and bank credit for productive employment opportunities through successive 
plan periods.
Jawahar Rozgar Yojana/Jawahar Gram Samridhi Yojana:   The JRY was meant to 
generate meaningful employment opportunities for the unemployed and underemployed in 
rural areas through the creation of economic infrastructure and community and social assets.
Rural Housing – Indira Awaas Yojana: T  he Indira Awaas Yojana (LAY) programme aims 
at providing free housing to Below Poverty Line (BPL) families in rural areas and main targets 
would be the households of SC/STs.
Food for Work Programme:   It aims at enhancing food security through wage employment. 
Food grains are supplied to states free of cost, however, the supply of food grains from the Food 
Corporation of India (FCI) godowns has been slow.
National Old Age Pension Scheme (NOAPS):   This pension is given by the central 
government. The job of implementation of this scheme in states and union territories is given 
to panchayats and municipalities. The states contribution may vary depending on the state. 
The amount of old age pension is 200 per month for applicants aged 60–79. For applicants 
aged above 80 years, the amount has been revised to 500 a month according to the 2011–2012 
Budget. It is a successful venture.
Annapurna Scheme:   This scheme was started by the government in 1999–2000 to provide 
food to senior citizens who cannot take care of themselves and are not under the National Old 
Age Pension Scheme (NOAPS), and who have no one to take care of them in their village. This 
scheme would provide 10 kg of free food grains a month for the eligible senior citizens. They 
mostly target groups of ‘poorest of the poor’ and ‘indigent senior citizens’.
Sampoorna Gramin Rozgar Yojana (SGRY):   The main objective of the scheme continues 
to be the generation of wage employment, creation of durable economic infrastructure in rural 
areas and provision of food and nutrition security for the poor.
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Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) 2005:   The 
Act provides 100 days assured employment every year to every rural household. One-third of 
the proposed jobs would be reserved for women. The central government will also establish 
National Employment Guarantee Funds. Similarly, state governments will establish State 
Employment Guarantee Funds for implementation of the scheme. Under the programme, 
if an applicant is not provided employment within 15 days s/he will be entitled to a daily 
unemployment allowance.
National Rural Livelihood Mission: Aajeevika (2011): I  t evolves out the need to diversify 
the needs of the rural poor and provide them jobs with regular income on a monthly basis. Self 
Help groups are formed at the village level to help the needy.
National Urban Livelihood Mission:   The NULM focuses on organizing urban poor in Self 
Help Groups, creating opportunities for skill development leading to market-based employment 
and helping them to set up self-employment ventures by ensuring easy access to credit.
Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana:   It will focus on fresh entrants to the labor market, 
especially labor market and class X and XII dropouts.
Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana:   It aimed at direct benefi t transfer of subsidy, pension, 
insurance etc. and attained the target of opening 1.5 crore bank accounts. The scheme 
particularly targets the unbanked poor.

Multidimensional Poverty Index:
The global Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) is an international measure of acute  
multidimensional poverty covering over 100 developing countries.

Multidimensional Poverty Index
Dimension Indicator

Health
Nutrition

Child Mortality

Education
Year of Schooling

School Attendance

Living Standard

Cooking Fuel

Improved Sanitation

Safe Drinking Water

Electricity

Flooring

Asset Ownership

It complements traditional monetary poverty measures by capturing the acute deprivations in  
health, education, and living standards that a person faces simultaneously.

It is based on the idea that poverty is not unidimensional- it does not depend on income  

only as one individual may lack several basic needs like education, health, etc- rather it is 
multidimensional.

The global MPI shows who is poor and how they are poor and can be used to create a comprehensive  
picture of people living in poverty.
It permits comparisons both across countries and world regions, and within countries by ethnic  
group, urban/rural area, sub-national region, and age group, as well as other key household and 
community characteristics. For each group and country as a whole, the composition of MPI by 
each of the 10 indicators shows how poor people are.
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This makes the MPI and its linked  
information platform invaluable 
as an analytical tool to identify the 
most vulnerable people – the poorest 
among the poor, revealing poverty 
patterns within countries and over 
time, enabling policymakers to target 
resources and design policies more 
effectively.
5 out of 6 multidimensionally poor  
people are from lower tribes or castes.
4%of the scheduled tribe group lives in  
multidimensional poverty.
3%of the scheduled caste group live in  
multidimensional poverty.
2%of the other backward caste group lives in multidimensional poverty. 
Close to 12% of the population live in female-headed households. 
227 million multidimensionally poor people have less than 6 years of schooling. 

The CoVID-19 pandemic has eroded development progress around the world, and we are still grappling 
to understand its full impacts. It has exposed the weaknesses in social protection systems, education, 
and workers’ vulnerability around the world. These weaknesses are deepest in countries with higher 
levels of multidimensional poverty.

COVID-19 Impact on Poverty

New study by the   Pew Research Center estimates that the COVID-19 pandemic has had a 
disproportionately deleterious impact on living standards in India and China in 2020.
The report uses   World Bank projections of economic growth to estimate the impact of 
COVID-19 on Indian incomes.
The lockdown triggered by the pandemic resulted in shut businesses, lost jobs and falling  
incomes.
This plunged the Indian economy into a deep recession. 
However, China managed to avoid a contraction, although growth slowed. 
Resultantly, Chinese incomes remained relatively unshaken. 
Middle class   - The report defi nes the middle class as people with incomes of approximately Rs. 
700-1,500 or $10-20 per day.
The middle class in India is estimated to have shrunk by 3.2 crore in 2020 as a consequence of  
the downturn.
In comparison, there was just a 2% drop in the middle class population in China. 
Poor   - The number of poor people earning less than Rs. 150 per day has more than doubled, from 
almost 6 crore to 13.4 crore in India.
This accounts for nearly 60% of the global increase in poverty. 
The report also noted the record spike in MGNREGA participants as proof that the poor were  
struggling to fi nd work.
Low income group -   The vast majority of India’s population fall into the low income tier, earning 
about Rs.150 to 700 per day.
This group shrank from 119.7 crore to 116.2 crore per day, with about 3.5 crore dropping below  
the poverty line.
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Besides, the richer population who earn more than Rs. 1,500 a day also fell almost 30% to 1.8  
crore people.

According to the National Family Health Survey-5 (2019-21), 97% of households have electricity 
access, 70% have improved access to sanitation, and 96% have access to safe drinking water.

Education:   The Gross Enrolment Ratio has also increased between 2018-19 and 2019-20 at the 
primary, upper primary, secondary and higher secondary.
Health: 

The results of NFHS-4 (2015-16) and NFHS-5 (2019-21) have shown that 58.6% of women  

received antenatal check-ups in the fi rst trimester in 2015-16, which increased to 70% by 
2019-21.
However, nutritional deprivation in terms of overweight, underweight, and prevalence of  

anaemia (especially in children, adolescent girls and pregnant women) remains areas of huge 
concern requiring urgent attention.
Additionally, low health coverage, leading to high out-of-pocket expenditure, directly affects  

poverty incidences

REGIONALISM

India is a large country having continental dimensions and comprising  
no fewer than 28 States and 7 Union Territories. 
Amidst the amazing diversities, it is natural that regional feelings,  
regional parties, regional institutions and similar other organizations 
meant for voicing the aspirations of local people and providing forums 
for them, should emerge. 

Causes of regionalism in India

Geographical factor:   The territorial orientation based on geographical boundaries relate to 
the inhabitants of a particular region which are symbolic, at least in the Indian context. This is 
more so because of the linguistic distribution along geographical boundaries. The topographic and 
climatic variations along with differences in the settlement pattern induce in people the concept 
of regionalism.
Historical and cultural factors: I  n the Indian scenario, the historical and cultural factors 
assume greater signifi cance. The historical and cultural components interpret regionalism by way 
of cultural heritage, folklore, myths, symbolism and historical traditions. People of a particular 
cultural group also derive inspirations from the noble deeds and glorious achievements of the 
local heroes. Nevertheless, there are sudden political and economic realities which can be covered 
under the gamut of historical and cultural factors.
Caste and religion:   When caste is combined with language confl icts or religious fundamentalism, 
it breeds regional feeling. It leads to dogmatism, orthodoxy and obscurantism.
Economic factors:  

Uneven development in many parts of the country may be construed as the prime reason for  

regionalism and separatism. There are certain regions in the country where industries and 
factories have been concentrated, educational and health facilities are adequately provided, 
communication networks have been developed, rapid agricultural development has been 
made possible.
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It has manifested itself in the demand for separate states such as Bodoland, Jharkhand,  

Uttarakhand, Chhattisgarh, Telangana, and so on.
Politico-administrative factors:    Political parties, especially the regional political parties as 
well as local leaders, exploit the regional sentiments, regional deprivation and convert them to 
solidify their factional support bases. They give place to the regional problems in their election 
manifesto and promise for political and regional development. 

Causes of  regionalism

Politico

administrative

factors

Historical and

Cultural factors

Geographical factor Caste & religion

Economic factors

Characteristics of regionalism

Regionalism is conditioned by economic, social, political and cultural disparities.  
Regionalism at times is a psychic phenomenon.  
Regionalism is built around as an expression of group identity as well as loyalty to the region.  
Regionalism presupposes the concept of development of one’s own region without taking into  
consideration the interest of other regions.
Regionalism prohibits people from other regions from being benefi ted by a particular region. 

Clashes in India having colors of regionalism

Clashes in India
having colours of

Regionalism

Linguistic

Reorganisation of

States

Khalistan

Movement

Telangana

Movement

Demand for

Dravida Nadu

Shiv Sena

against

Kannadigas
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Linguistic Reorganization of States

In 1954, a   States Reorganization Committee was formed with Fazal Ali as its head, which 
recommended the formation of 16 new states and 3 Union Territories based on the language. 

Demand for Dravida Nadu 

Going back to the journey of Regionalism in India, it is well noticeable that it emerged with the  
Dravidian Movement, which started in Tamil Nadu in 1925.
This movement, also known as   ‘Self-Respect Movement’ initially focused on empowering 
Dalits, non-Brahmins, and poor people. Later it stood against the imposition of Hindi as the sole 
offi cial language in non-Hindi speaking areas. But it was the demand of carving out their own 
Dravidastan or Dravida Nadu, which made it a secessionist movement.

Telangana Movement

In the years after the   formation of Andhra Pradesh state, people of Telangana expressed 
dissatisfaction over how the agreements and guarantees were implemented.
This movement since then fi nally resulted last year in one separate state of Telangana.It should  
be noted that roots of disparity in two regions was in colonial rule. 

Shiv Sena against Kannadigas 

In 1966, Shiv Sena, in Maharashtra, launched its agitation against Kannadigas in the name  
of Marathi pride. The fi rst targets of its agitation were South Indians who were the workers of 
Udupi hotels in Mumbai. This agitation was labeled to be a retaliation of the lathi-charge on 
Marathi speaking people in the border areas. . 

Khalistan Movement

It was during the 1980s that the Khalistan movement with its aim   to create a Sikh homeland, 
often called Khalistan, cropped up in the Punjab region of India and Pakistan. 
In fact this demand also has the colors of communalism, as their demand is only for Sikhs. 

Inter-State Disputes:

Another form of regionalism in India has found expression in the form of interstate disputes.  
There are boundary disputes: 

For example between   Karnataka and Maharashtra on Belgaum where the Marathi 
speaking population is surrounded by Kannada speaking people, between Kerala and 
Karnataka on Kasargod, between Assam and Nagaland on Rengma reserved forests.
Disputes also arose between use of   Cauvery waters among the states of Tamil Nadu, Kerala 
and Karnataka.
Another dispute arose among the states of Maharashtra, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh  

over the use and distribution of waters of the Krishna River. 

Various Statehood Demands in India

Vidarbha:   It comprises the Amravati and Nagpur divisions of eastern Maharashtra.The State 
Reorganization Act of 1956 recommended the creation of Vidarbha state with Nagpur as the 
capital, but instead it was included in Maharashtra state, which was formed on May 1, 1960.
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Delhi:   69th Constitutional Amendment Act, 1991, inserted Article 239AA in Indian constitution 
which grants Special Status to Delhi among Union Territories (UTs).The amendment does not 
provide Delhi with the recognition of a full fl edged state as Public Order, Police & Land in NCT 
of Delhi fall within the domain and control of Central Government. To gain the control of such 
substantive powers, Delhi government is aspiring for full statehood.
Harit Pradesh:   It consists of agriculturally dominated districts of Western Uttar Pradesh.
Bodoland:   The Bodos are the largest ethnic and linguistic community in northern Assam. The 
agitation for the creation of a separate Bodoland state resulted in an agreement in 2003 between 
the GoI, the Assam state government and the Bodo Liberation Tigers Force. According to the 
agreement, Bodos were granted the Bodoland Territorial Council (BTC), within the State of 
Assam under Sixth Schedule.
Saurashtra:   The movement for separate Saurashtra state was initiated in 1972 by Ratilal Tanna. 
Lack of better water supply to the region, lack of job opportunities and subsequent youth migration 
have been cited as major reasons for the demand of statehood. Saurashtra is also linguistically 
different from the rest of the state.
Gorkhaland is   a proposed state covering areas inhabited by the ethnic Gorkha (Nepali) people, 
namely Darjeeling hills and Dooars in the northern part of West Bengal.

Positive Negative
Regionalism plays an important role in building 
the nation, if the demands of the regions are 
accommodated by the political system of the 
country.
Regional recognition in terms of statehood or 
state autonomy gives self-determination to the 
people of that particular region and they feel 
empowered and happy. 
Internal self-determination of community, 
whether linguistic, tribal, religious, regional, 
or their combinations, has remained the 
predominant form in which regionalism in India 
has sought to express itself, historically as well 
as at present time.

Regionalism is often seen as a serious threat 
to the development, progress and unity of the 
nation.
It gives internal security challenges by the 
insurgent groups, who propagate the feelings 
of regionalism against the mainstream politico 
administrative setup of the country. 
Regionalism defi nitely impacts politics as 
days of coalition government and alliances are 
taking place. 
Regional demands become national demands, 
policies are launched to satisfy regional 
demands and generally those are extended 
to all pockets of the country, hence national 
policies are now dominated by regional 
demands
 E.g. MSP given to sugarcane, it was helpful 
for farmers in Maharashtra but it was 
implemented across all states resulting in 
agitations of farmers belonging to UP, Punjab 
and Haryana. Meanwhile it sowed the seed of 
defection among ministers and targeted the 
corresponding minister

Suggestive Measures-
Doing away with regional imbalance 
Check on regional political parties 
Top priority to the economic development of  
deprived zones 
Restructuring of the society  
Acculturation 
Developed means of transport and communication  

Proper education  
Appeal through mass media  
Create enough employment opportunity  
Provide Special Packages to backward  
states 
Special category status to Bifurcated State  
in India
 Improve National Integration 
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GLOBALIZATION

Concept and Defi nition:

Globalization as a model of fully internationally integrated 
markets meeting the two conditions of 

The free movements of goods, services, labor and capital  
resulting in a single market in inputs and outputs.
Full national treatment for foreign investors as well as  
nationals working oversees, so that economically speaking 
there are no foreigners.
Globalization is a multifaceted, multidimensional and  
comprehensive phenomenon having its potential impact 
on a whole range of contemporary social, political, cultural 
and economic relationships.

Globalization Projects Agents
Strategic globalism Super Power Politics ,NATO

Corporate globalism Multinational corporations,
Transnational enterprises

Economic and fi nancial global management International fi nancial institutions, WTO, G-7

Developmental globalism World Bank, UN agencies

Ecological Globalism UNCED,Global environment facility 

Media globalism CNN 

Feminist globalism Sisterhood is global (nairobi, Beijing,Cairo meeting)

Labor globalism ILO,trade Union internationalism

Islamic globalism Ulmma Politics

Anti-globalism Localism, new Protectionism, delinking

Features of Present Day Globalization:

Contemporary globalization   has led to a greater column of exchanges and services and it has 
led to a greater variety of things being exchanged.
The globalization  process received additional impetus in India when she opened up her economy  
in the early 1990s.India adopted a New Economic Policy that included the elements of “globaliz
ation”,``liberalization” and “Privatization”.
Globalization integrated the Indian economy with the global economy 

Through reduction in import duties and export restrictions 
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Promotion of foreign investments and  

Permission for free fl ow of foreign technology and skills 

Removal of some internal restrictions on the movement of commodities-allowing private  

fi rms to trade
The   advancement of Information and Communication technologies (ICTs) reduced the 
geographic distance signifi cantly. Technologies such as the Internet and mobile phones made it 
possible for people to communicate anywhere around the globe instantly.

This accelerated the growth and anywhere around the globe instantly. 

This accelerated the growth and development of knowledge society. 

Due to   increased migration globally-change in international organizations power has been 
seen eg. WTO ,UN. The more powerful institutions have pushed for increased use of markets and 
less government involvement in economies in order to achieve free fl ow of trade and investment 
of funds and less regulation by the national governments.
The current process of globalisations also resulted in the   globalization of national policies 
and policy-making mechanisms of national governments.National policy now has increasingly 
come under the infl uence of international  agencies and the big private corporations.
Border Less World: 

Notions of “  borderless world” simply mean political “deterritorialization”.
Deterritorialization concept implies the territorial component in world affairs is of much  

reduced signifi cance.
The basic territorial structure and components which have, for the past few hundred years,  

formed a basic component of the state system experiences structural change under the 
globalization
Hence Globalization has   blurred the economic distinctions between countries, creating 
a “ borderless world” in which economic decisions are made without reference to national 
boundaries.

Themes of Globalization:

Globalisation is
universal process,

but not uniform
in its result

Globalisation
is a historical

process

Globalisation
is both

developmental &
detrimental for

the society.

Globalisation
is a long

term process

Globalisation
is an irreversible

process.

Globalisation
leads to

hybridisation,
homogenisation
&harmonisation.

Globalisation
leads to

dispersion &
diffusion.

Globalisation
is a

multidimensional
process

Globalisation
is top

down process.

Globalisation
results in

deterritorialisation

THEMES OF GLOBALISATION

Globalization takes place in every society irrespective of time and space. In every age and every  
space globalization has taken place in exclusion to the pre modern state. Today every society 
developed or developing, western or oriental, big or small, conservative or liberal experience the 
process of globalization. The geographical barriers resulting in the location, isolation of a space 
has not insulated it from the process of globalization. 
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E.g ;-Even the inaccessible areas of Alps or the disconnected islands are getting the steady effects  
of globalization.

For example, during the periods of peace and scientifi c prosperity, it has taken a swift pace  

while during wars, depressions, the pace of globalization has gone down.

Globalization is a historical process
Globalization is a historical reality. Its intellectual ancestry can be traced back in the writings of  
Adam Smith, Marx, J.S.Mill, Hecksher and Ohlin, J.M.Keynes and Lenin who long back predicted 
that economic activities have a tendency to expand beyond its national setting.

Globalization is both developmental and detrimental for the society
Globalization is the ongoing process that is   linking people, neighborhoods, cities, regions 
and countries much more closely together than they have ever been before. 
This has resulted in   intertwining people in all parts of the world via the food they eat, 
the clothes they wear, the music they listen to, the information that they get and the ideas they 
hold.
 This   interconnectedness amongst humans on the planet is sometimes also referred to as the ‘global 
village’ where the barriers of national and international boundaries become less relevant 
The process is driven economically by: 

International fi nancial fl ows and trade,  

Technologically by information technology and mass media entertainment,  

Also by human means such as  

Cultural exchanges 
Migration and  
International tourism. 

Due to globalization, there are signs of solidarity across societies in support of progressive  

ideals such as social justice, environmental sustainability and health as basic human 
rights. 

Globalization has also got its detrimental effect on the society
Climate Change:   Climate change follows globalization
Globalization   uses up fi nite resources more quickly. 
It is a threat to sustainable development. 
Due to rapid spread of industrialisation following globalization, the   world carbon dioxide 
emissions increase speedily. This affects the environment.
Increase Over Dependency:   Globalization encourages dependence on other countries for 
essential goods and services. It halts the self-suffi ciency of the nations which becomes hazardous 
for a country’s economy. 

Globalization is an irreversible process
UN Secretary General Kofi  Annan describes globalization as “an irreversible process, not 
an option”.

It does not have any swing back or look back. It is always forward looking in nature. Technology  
has made globalization faster, profi table and irreversible.
An irreversible process is a process in a system that changes from a state to another without  
getting back to the former.
Globalization is the next step in the progressive evolution of human societies. 
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As such, this development cannot and should not be stopped as it would violate the ‘natural’ laws  
of societal progress. There is no turning back of the clock.

Why is this an irreversible trend?

Interdependence Network: 
Globalization refers to the increasing interdependence of world economies as a result of the  
growing scale of cross-border trade of commodities and services, fl ow of international capital and 
wide and rapid spread of technologies.
It refl ects the continuing expansion and mutual integration of market frontiers, and is an  
irreversible trend for economic development in the whole world at the turn of the millennium.

Globalization Leads to Hybridisation, Homogenisation & 
Harmonization

Hybridisation i  mplies mixing.
Homogenisation   denotes bringing symmetry or similarity. 
Harmonization   means bringing synthesis by removing discrepancies.

Globalization brings in its wake all these three processes and these are intrinsically connected to 
culture.

Cultural Homogenisation
It appears through the bringing of some parity in lifestyles and core values of the people   across 
countries and cultures around the world. 
The   cultural heterogeneity and variance starts evaporating due to increased contact. The cultural 
barriers start collapsing with the collapse of borders.
 Increasing international movements   of goods, people, services, information and funds had 
been highly experienced in the last quarter of twentieth century as the visible effect of globalization. 
They have led to the cross-fertilisation of cultures. The culture of every society has tried to 
adopt the elements of the other culture which has resulted in homogenisation of beliefs, values, 
norms etc. Shrinking of distances and media systems due to globalization have affected social 
values, dress, diet, dance, practices and patterns of consumptions of the people.
Cultural diversities have been substituted by cultural homogeneity. 
 The interaction of culture results in   mutual acceptance of elements leading to hybridisation. 
There is the growth of the ‘cultural supermarket’ effect that is responsible for bringing 
homogeneous lifestyles among the people.
Little   traditions are getting submerged in the great tradition that is symbolized as not 
national, but international or global culture. The advent of ‘global village’ is the outcome of 
this process of homogenisation and harmonization.
However, a counter group of sociologists suggest globalization promotes multiculturalism.  
Globalization goes hand in hand with   localization, regionalization of culture.

Globalization is a multidimensional process
The concept of globalization in its initial stage was thought to be an exclusively economic process.  
Later on it was noted that it has got political, cultural, ideological and social implications.
Globalization is a   top-Down process.
Globalization has a   trickling down effect. In the modern era, it is western origin in character. 
It   emanated from the developed countries and the western based MNCs (multinational 
corporations) spearheaded them. 
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Technologies, capital, products and services were transferred from the developed to the developing  
countries. The developing countries are at the receiving end.
The   developing countries accept the western values, practices, adapt to them and get 
infl uenced by the impacts of globalization.

Globalization as deterritorialization
There are three types of human exchanges that can be more easily globalized and get  
deterritorialized. 
They are:  

Material exchanges 

Power exchanges 

Symbolic exchanges 

Material exchanges r  efer to any interaction involving the transmission of material items, 
such as factory work, trade in goods, tenancy. Material exchanges tend to be localized in spaces. 
Raw materials – agricultural goods, petroleum – are extracted from specifi c locations. Factories 
are located where labor is available and cheap. Manufactured goods are transported to western 
markets for sale and consumption.
Power exchanges r  efer to the exercise of leadership through coercion or legislation. For 
instance, by defi nition, the exercise of power applies not only to territories but also to international 
relations, that is, relations between nation-states, such as war, diplomacy or alliances. Power 
exchanges therefore extend internationally and go beyond national territories. 
Symbolic exchanges   refer to any form of communication, exchange of information or data. 
This includes the mass media, the entertainment industry, advertisement and propaganda, etc. 
Symbolic exchanges involve the transmission of signs and symbols. Because technology makes it 
possible to disseminate symbols rapidly and widely, symbolic exchanges can be easily detached 
from territories and therefore, globalized.

Dimensions of Globalization:

Economic Dimensions of Globalization
The most notable and discernible 
economic impact of globalization 
is noted through the:
Expansion of economic activities across 
the boundaries of nation states.

It is marked with increasing  
economic integration and growing 
economic interdependence between 
countries of the world. 
There is an increased cross border  
movement of goods, technology, 
people, information etc. 
The foreign direct investments  
made by the rich nations 
in the developing world not 
only heightened the degree of 
interconnectedness, but tried to 
bring a considerable degree of 
development in the poor nations. 

VARIOUS DIMENSIONS

OF GLOBALISATION

ECONOMIC

Impact on Advanced

Economics

Impact on Emerging

Markets Cons/Pons

SOCIAL

Global Identity Women

Marriages/Families

Religious institutions

Educational institution

Social issues

Caste System/Tribes

Aged population

Brains Drain

ENVIRONMENTAL

Accelerated Consumption

Climate Change

Pressurised Resources

TECHNOLOGICAL

Advancement of ICT

Interconnectedness of

World New inventions

CULTURAL

Cultural Homogenisation

Glocalisation

Cultural Particularism

Rigid Heterogeneity

Three H syndrome

Culture of poverty

Culture imperialism
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Economic impact of globalization  
Impact on Advanced Economies (AEs) 

Labor Market Loss:   The major hurdle faced by the Advanced Economies is the death of 
relatively low skilled sectors like textile and the support economies that grew around it. 
Technology:   Advanced Economies have largely depended on technological change for per 
capita income growth. There is deceleration in technological change, during the last decade, 
partly due to low investment in innovation and partly due to fading additional gains from the 
internet computer revolution.
Consumer Credit:   As a bid to keep spending alive, Advanced Economies focused on consumer 
credit in the early 2000s. This precipitated into the Great Financial Crisis of 2008.

Impact on Emerging Markets (EMs) 
Trade:   The increase in tariff barriers by the Advanced Economies have led to the shrinking 
of exports in EMs which is destroying their job intensive manufacturing sector.
Migration:   Advanced Economies are the hot destination of high skilled labor from EMs. The 
increased protective measure by Advanced Economies for free movement of high skilled labor 
is threatening their productive growth and job opportunities.

Negative impact of globalization on Economy 
Uneven distribution of global resources: 

Globalization is salvation for the rich and curse for the poor.Due to the liberalized  
economies, resources are carried from the poor to the rich nations who can afford to pay 
for the resources.
There is no restriction on this one way transfer of resources. 
Globalization brings resource imbalance between countries. 

Negative impact

of globalization

on economy

Uneven distribution

of global resources

Destabilise Country

Environment Deterioration

Hypercapitalism

Marginalisation of society

Commodification of labour

Commoditization of labor: 

 Globalization heightens the rate of international migration leading to a defi cit of trained,  
skilled workforce in poor nations. 
For e.g  . the Middle East economy rests upon the labor fl ow from South Asian countries. 

Marginalization of society: 

Many times it results in the exploitation of the poor laborers. But today, globalization  
has increased the gap between rich and poor and has led to the marginalization of certain 
sections of the society. 
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Increasing inequality:   The developed countries are the one much benefi ted out of the 
entire process. There is neither employment creation nor the decrease in inequality. 
Unemployment and inequality automatically arise by increasing trade and FDI. The 
developing countries on the other side, inject the western idea of capitalism into their own 
economy without considering the basic foundations are bearing a sordid consequence. 

Environment Deterioration: 

The environmental costs of economic globalization are far reaching. The MNC’s are  
blindly concerned only with profi t making ignoring the cost that society has to pay for it. 
Global climate change along with extinction of many species is the result of globalization 
to a great extent. 

Hypercapitalism: 

Increased trade was meant to foster economic growth but it’s one sided dividend deliveries  

are benefi ting the rich nations and establishing world divides. So, the critics describe the 
new economic order arising from globalization as “disorganized capitalism”, “manic 
capitalism”, “casino capitalism” or “hypercapitalism”.
Destabilize country  : 

If the government of a developing country wants to attract corporate investment, it has  
to make itself attractive, that is, remove restrictions such as labor laws, health and 
environmental regulations and impose minimal taxation. 
Such policies further   deteriorate the living conditions of the majority of the population 
and limit the government’s ability to provide social services and may potentially 
destabilize the country.

Cultural Dimensions of Globalization
The cultural dimensions of globalization are far reaching in character. Culture refers to the  
learned and shared human patterns or models for living. It consists of the symbolic, ideational, 
and intangible aspects of human societies. All these get heavily infl uenced due to the process of 
globalization. 
Cultural globalization simply means the   extensiveness, intensiveness, velocity and impact of 
cultural fl ows – transmission of symbols, ideas, artistic and consumption products – on a global 
scale. Technologies of transport and communication facilitate cultural diffusion and an emerging 
global consciousness.

Cultural Homogenisation: (did earlier)

Cultural harmonisation/Glocalisation

When there is a confl uence of global and local culture, there is   cultural harmonisation. The 
term used for this is glocalisation. Glocalisation is a blending of “global” and “local.”
Example:  A lot of food brands have made it big in India through glocalization. The best and most 
cited example could be the McAloo tikki burger that is available across McDonald’s stores in 
India.
In the fi eld of music, one can see the growth of popularity of ‘Bhangra pop’, ‘Indi pop’, fusion music  
and even remixes.
Glocalization primarily encompasses how regional tendencies intersect with the proliferation of  
global corporations.
Festivals:   celebrations of Valentines’ day, Friendship day are examples of change in cultural 
values related to festivals. However, along with these new days, traditional festivals are celebrated 
with equal enthusiasm.
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Cultural dimensions of globalization have their detrimental effect on society.
Cultural particularism: 

It refers to the process of defi ning   one’s culture, identity and solidarity in a very narrow 
and local way. By undermining the cultural monopoly of the nation-state, globalization 
has fostered the emergence or re-emergence of local and tribal culture as well as transnational 
cultural products.
Particularism   has also taken the form of religious fundamentalism, a trend observed in 
most world religions, such as Christianity and Islam.
 Members of   fundamentalist movements fi nd their identity not in the nation or the local 
community, but in the world community of believers who share their views, as in the case of 
Al Qaeda.

Rigid Heterogeneity: 
The world is fragmenting, and people are emphasizing our differences more. 

“  Tribalism”, “Jihad” are soon taking shape leading to a “ Clash of Civilizations”.
Behavior Risks: 

Globalization often increases risk behaviors such as   smoking and alcohol consumption, 
increasing social confl ict, loss of identity, dislocation and dissatisfaction.

The Three H Syndrome
There are three viewpoints on the impact of globalization of Western culture: 

it is having a homogenizing effect, 
it is leading to the development of new hybrid cultural forms, and  
it results in both homogeneity and hybridization.  

This is popularly known as the three H syndrome relating to cultural globalization

Culture of Poverty: 
This has contributed towards cultural degeneration. Culturally tabooed activities like  

robbery, violence and female prostitution are on rise. Extreme monetisation, consumerism 
are the outcomes of globalization
Global culture promotes competition, but not cooperation. Most of the traditional cultures  

taught the value of cooperation which is fast getting converted to fossil
Cultural Imperialism: 

Cultural imperialism emanates from the cultural impacts of globalization. 

“Cultural imperialism is used to 

increase demand for foreign goods;  
depress growth within local industry; and, 
foster a consumerist mentality where the need to save is overcome by the desire to  
emulate the foreign rich. 

 Their goal of establishing a preference for their goods in the local economy means that they  

are involved in the international transmission of values.”

Social Dimensions of Globalization
Globalization today is least seen as having economic bearing, but more as having social bearing.  
Its social repercussions are far reaching in character. As a process it touches every fringe of the 
society, thus bringing changes in the individuals, institutions, social values, issues, nature of social 
movements, social organizations, social policies. The social dimensions of globalization relate to 
the impact of globalization on the life and work of people, their families, and their societies
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Global Identity:
With the wake of globalization, individuals all throughout the world have witnessed a change in  
their identity.
Narrow local community identities are replaced by a broad global identity. There is the inclusion  
of the hitherto excluded groups in the society through movements, activism, development of new 
consciousness and policies.
In the period following globalisation, the society has witnessed many progressive laws which  
recognise the human rights of the stigmatized groups like the lesbians, gays, transgender etc.
In 2011, the   United Nations Human Rights Council passed its fi rst resolution recognizing 
LGBT rights. As of July 2015, eighteen countries, most of them located in the Americas and 
Western Europe, recognize same-sex marriage and grant most of the rights to its LGBT citizens.
The same is with regard to gender and ethnicity. Increased communication, media refl ections,  
networking among groups of activists has played a signifi cant role in materializing these identity 
issues.
Globalization for the “Intensifi cation of alienation, exploitation and commodifi cation of human  
life and nature”.

Effect of Globalization on Women:

Globalization affects different groups of women in  
different places in different ways
It may create new opportunities for women to be  
forerunners in economic and social progress.
With the advent of global communication networks  
and cross-cultural exchange, there seems to 
be a change in the status of women. However, 
globalization has indeed promoted ideas and norms 
of equality for women that have brought about 
awareness and acted as a catalyst in their struggle 
for equitable rights and opportunities. 
On the other hand, it has   exacerbated gender 
inequality in a patriarchal society, especially 
in the developing world.
In many cases, it has led to further marginalization and impoverishment of women in the informal  
labor sector by labor displacement.
According to a   United Nations Development Fund for Women reports, over the past two decades 
the process of globalization has contributed to widening inequality within and among 
countries, coupled with economic and social collapse in parts of Sub-Saharan Africa and countries 
in transition like in Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union and fi nancial crises in Asia and 
Latin America. 
The process of globalization is   least people-centered and more profi t-centered and is least 
accountable to women. This brings massive gender inequality in society. The world lives in 
contrast. It goes on formulating gender responsive policies and in reality, it witnesses gender 
insensitive practices.
Women have entered the workforce in large numbers in states that have embraced liberal economic  
policies. Critics of liberalization argue that following the World Trade Organization regulations 
the states have brought about a change in national policies so as to allow the free entry of foreign 
corporations, to give more incentives to big businesses rather than to small fi rms, and to lift 
import controls on agricultural products. This has resulted in further marginalization of rural 
and indigenous women. 
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Globalization has also   increased women’s unpaid work as social services are privatized. As 
producers also women have to suffer exploitation in terms of low wages, poor working environment, 
instability of employment, and denial of right to representation. 
Globalization has the power to   uproot the traditional treatment towards women. 
The   stereotypical attitude towards women and their perceived role in the familial hierarchy 
has not undergone much change in the age of globalization.
Women continue to be   perceived as weak, inferior, second-class citizens. For working 
women, this discrimination is extended to the workplace also. 
The improper and insuffi cient dietary intake along with the heavy workload results in   nutritional 
disorders.

Globalization seriously affects social institutions. Institutions like marriage, family, polity, economy, 
education, religion have been infl uenced by the process of globalization.

Marriages: 
 Today, no longer marriages are confi ned to the boundaries of community, class and groups.  

The borderless world has enabled people to opt for cross community, cross culture and 
cross boundary marriages.

Families: 
So far as the families are concerned, mobility increasing in a phenomenal way has   reduced 
the family bonding and ties and has made the family relations very thin. 

Members of a   family remain widely dispersed.

Religious institutions 
The process of   secularization has been strengthened due to globalization. 
The major consequences of globalization have been the   transformation of traditional 
religions and belief systems, religious values subdued by consumerist values, cyber 
culture, social fads, and changing work ethics and work rhythms, the rise of religious 
fundamentalism. 
On the other hand,   pluralism and tolerance are promoted due to the trans border 
migration of the people

Educational Institutions: 
Education as an institution is also t  horoughly infl uenced by globalization. 
There is the   internationalization and standardization of higher education. 
Education is   becoming privatized and there is a qualitative leap in the content, pedagogy 
and coverage of education.
Vocational, technical and professional education is taking momentum to cater the demands  

of the competitive global market

Social issues: 
Traffi cking, terrorism, ecological degradations, poverty and unemployment grapple the world  

today. Ethnic confl ict plagues the globe. 

Birth to new social movements: 
The world has witnessed   new human rights movements among the gays, lesbians, 
transgender and homosexuals. 
Social movements are no longer localized rather they are globalized. 

Globalization has impacted ideological changes. 
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Globalization has   strengthened the ideology of popular participation, social inclusion, 
humanitarianism, human rights, social justice, capitalism, democracy.
Added to all these, it insists upon and results in the   development of the ideology of 
globalism, environmentalism.
E.g   Me too Movement,Racial discrimation

Globalization and Caste System

The rise in globalization has brought changes to the caste system both in positive as well as a negative 
way:

Pros:

The rigid caste system is gradually giving its way to relaxed norms in the form of   inter-caste 
marriages, intermingling, and socializing.
Due to globalization, there has been an expansion of economic opportunities, education, and  
liberal thoughts, which has resulted in the weakening of the caste system.
The   traditional division of labor was breaking down due to industrialization; this was given a 
boost by globalization.
The   rise in professionalism, improvement in education, etc. have provided employment 
opportunities and thus improving the conditions of the vulnerable.

Cons:

However, despite changes, the caste system has shown immense resilience and   still continues 
to exist as one of the signifi cant features of Indian society.
Due to a lack of skills, globalization has   forced vulnerable caste towards the informal sector 
doing menial jobs.
Despite globalization, the   practice of untouchability is still prevalent in India.

Impact of globalization on Tribes
Tribal people constitute   8.6% of the nation’s total population, over 104 million people according 
to the 2011 census.
For the Tribal, globalization is associated with rising prices, loss of job security, and lack of  
health
In the name of up-gradation of the lifestyle of poor indigenous tribal people, the market forces  
have created wealth for their interests at the cost of livelihood and security of these tribes in the 
areas.
I  nadequate social and economic infrastructure in areas that have insuffi cient resources 
for participation in mainstream development also has been at the root of various “sub-national 
movements” such as the Jharkhand, Uttarakhand, and Bodoland.
In   poverty-stricken tribal areas, large scale migration has revealed the increasing movement 
of young women towards urban centers in search of work. Their living conditions are unhygienic, 
the salary is poor and tribal women are vulnerable to exploitation by unscrupulous agents.
Tribals are being   forcefully integrated into the society leading to them losing their unique 
cultural features and their habitat threatened.
Land Alienation of Tribals:   Land is a very important component for tribal development. It 
occupies their source of livelihood. But the globalization trend has alienated Tribals from their 
mainstay.
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Displacement of Tribals: I  t is estimated that owing to the construction of over 1500 major 
irrigation development projects since independence, over 16 million people were displaced from 
their villages, of which about 40 percent belong to the tribal populations.

Often when we speak of culture, we refer to dresses, music, dances, food. However, culture as we know 
refers to a whole way of life. There are two uses of culture, one culture of consumption and second is 
corporate culture.

Globalization effect on aged population:

Globalization along with industrialisation, urbanization and technological changes has affected  
all segments of population including aged persons everywhere. 

The impacts of Globalization on older people can be summarized as follows:

Healthcare: 
This is one of the major benefi ts to old age as healthcare has become more effi cient. The  

treatments are now available at doorstep for many ailments.  Average life expectancy 
and health has increased because of improvement in technology, medical facilities, and 
living standards.

Effect of Globalisation

on aged population

Disintegration

of Joint Families
Food Technology Communication Economy Healthcare

Communication: 
Old age is reduced to a mere number if one i  s surrounded by loved ones and is fi nancially 
independent. The rapid growth in communication technologies has made the world a small 
place. 

Technology: 
It is now possible for   young people residing in foreign lands to send money back home 
to their old parents in a fraction of seconds. This goes a long way to instill a feeling of 
being important and wanted amongst the old who otherwise fi nd themselves deprived and 
secluded.

Food:  
The opening of shops by many international supermarkets and brands in India has also  

introduced amazing and highly benefi cial food and medicines for the geriatric 
population.

Economy: 
On the positive note, the people now have become more economically prosperous because of  

better employment opportunities across the world; and due to this they are able to save 
more for their old age.



46https://momentumias.com

MOMENTUM IAS

MOMENTUM IAS

Fallouts of disintegration of joint families:  
With more and more nuclear families, young people leave their aged parents in far away  

places in search of employment opportunities and better living standards. This has resulted 
in isolation, rejection and loneliness of aged persons leading to psychological distress; and the 
crimes against older people.

Globalization Impact on Migration:

Increased migration is one of the most visible and  
signifi cant aspects of globalization: 

Growing numbers of people move within  

countries and across borders, 
Looking for better employment opportunities  

and better lifestyles. 
For households in poor areas, remittances  

improve security and, with the support of 
appropriate policies, can contribute to local economic growth.

Brain Drain:Refers to international transfer of human capital resources.Applies to migration of 
highly educated individuals from developing to developed countries.

Factors causing Brain Drain

Push Factors
Lack of innovative courses; 
Exorbitant fees charged by Indian universities 
Unemployment and non competitive remuneration; 
Inadequate funding for research 
Limited number of top colleges providing quality education and excessive competition 

Pull factors
Better education and learning opportunities 
Smoother bureaucratic systems; 
Better prospects for children; 
Overall social safety net; 
Mental peace and the freedom to live the way they want to. 

Effects of Brain Drain
Shortage of skilled workforce 
Fiscal Cost-High-skilled emigrants don’t pay taxes in their home country. 
Undermines the country’s ability to adopt new technology,potential for economic expansion & to  
deal with emerging health crises.
It increases the technology and economy gap between developing and developed countries because  
of concentration of Human capital in advanced economics.
Student get trapped in debt cycle 
Currency devaluation and  tighter immigration policies -create a diffi cult situation for students to  
recover their investment in education.

(e.g: Indian Bank association-interest of default on education loans rose to 9% in 2018)
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Initiatives taken to prevent Brain drain
Visiting Advanced joint Research Faculty Scheme : It aims to bring overseas scientists and 
academicians including Non-resident Indians(NRI) and Overseas Citizen of India(OCI) to India to 
work in public funded Institutions and universities for a specifi c period of time.
Ramanujan Fellowship:This fellowship provides attractive avenues and opportunities to Indian 
researchers of high calibre,who are residing abroad,to work in Indian Institutes/Universities in all 
areas of Science,Engineering and Medicine.
Scientist/Technologists of Indian Origin (STIO) in Indian research Laboratory: There is 
a provision to appoint Scientists/Technologists of Indian Origin (STIO) on a contractual basis at 
Council of Scientifi c and IndustrialResearch (CSIR) laboratories to nurture a research fi eld in their 
area of expertise 
Senior Research Associateship(SRA) (Scientist’s pool scheme): This scheme primarily meant 
to provide temporary placement to highly qualifi ed Indian scientists,engineers, technologists, and 
medical personnel returning from abroad, who are not holding any employment in India.
Reverse brain drain is a form of brain drain where human capital moves in reverse from a more 
developed country to a less developed country that is developing rapidly. These migrants may 
accumulate savings, also known as remittances, and develop skills overseas that can be used in 
their home country.
Brain drain can occur when scientists, engineers, or other intellectual elites migrate to a more 
developed country to learn in its universities, perform research, or gain working experience in 
areas where education and employment opportunities are limited in their home country. 
These professionals then return to their home country after several years of experience to start a 
related business, teach in a university, or work for a multi-national in their home country. Their 
return is this “Reverse Brain Drain”.

Technological Dimensions of Globalization

The technological dimension of globalization refers primarily to the

Advancements of ICT. 

ICT has fuelled the communication and information revolution of recent years. 

Globalization has introduced innovations in production technologies.

The technological dynamic of globalization includes everything from the internet and mobile  
phones, which have done much to create the “interconnectedness” of the world, to improved 
logistics systems, which have enabled industries worldwide to function more effi ciently and 
profi tably, to modern agronomic practices, which are restoring infertile lands and opening up new 
opportunities in agriculture.
‘Globalization’ has presented to the world many   new inventions, innovations and 
intervention
New technologies play a fundamental part in making globalization possible.  
Without airplanes, telephones, satellites, computers and televisions it would not be possible to  
transfer information from one place to another, thus allowing for the speed and the intensity 
which characterize the modern world.
For many years there has been a circular process in which   new technologies act as a ‘lubricant’ 
for economic and social globalization. 
In turn, globalization, while facilitating the circulation of people, goods, capital and above all, ideas and  
knowledge, allows for the sustenance of a historically unprecedented rate of technological change.
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Environmental Dimensions of Globalization:

Environmental dimensions of globalization  
that are equally important for the future 
of the life support system of the planet 
and for their impacts on human society
The present   rapid rate of globalization, 
driven by economic forces and materialistic 
aims, is creating many environmental 
problems:

Accelerated Consumption:
Our explosive population growth,   accelerated consumption and technological innovations have 
increased the scale of human impacts so that they are pushing planetary limits.

Climate Change
Climate change,   stratospheric ozone depletion, biodiversity loss, are the planetary problems 
that require global cooperation and management.
The increasing movement of goods around the world has   produced problems of invasive 
species, the spread of toxic chemicals and hazardous wastes, and growing quantities of 
wastes that are ever more expensive to dispose of safely

Pressurized Resources:
Global trade puts the same pressures on natural resources everywhere. A tree is a potential  
source of wood chips whether it is growing in Siberia, Canada or Papua New Guinea.
Since the non-market values of trees and forests, such as for watershed management or biodiversity  
conservation, are not presently factored into the global trading system, unregulated trade has 
been very damaging to the natural capital of many countries. 

Despite the widespread insistence on national sovereignty over natural resources, the only solution is 
to manage such resources at the global level for the benefi t of the whole planet
However, our present ad hoc methods of global legislation, negotiating and adopting a new convention 
for each environmental problem, will eventually bring us to a global legal gridlock. It will become 
essential to fi nd a more coherent way to regulate and adjust the behavior of states and companies in 
the common interest.

Arguments in favor of globalization 
include:

Arguments against globalization 
include

Economy Growth 
Better living conditions/amenities/health 
Increase Foreign investment 
Increased trade integration 
Reduced the threat of war 
Improved technology and its cost 
Improving Democracy  
More salary and pay to workers 
Recognition of diversity 
Respects for other cultures 

Social and economic costs of globalization  
are very high
Countries unable to take advantage of  
globalization fall further behind. Global rich 
poor divide grows
Spread of diseases-like AIDS,COVID-19 
Increase interdependence-global rescission 
Reduces self suffi ciency  of the nations 
Environmental costs of globalization are  
very high
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Economic colonization:   Major economic 
powers control the international economic 
bodies which become hegemonic over the 
developing world. 
Trade liberalization and technological  
improvements change economies and can 
lead to unemployment
Modern communications have spread  
an awareness of the differences between 
countries and increased demand for 
migration to richer countries. Barriers 
to migration have been increased in 
richer countries leading to more people 
smuggling.
Brain Drain 
Globalisation has heightened cross border  
terrorism, traffi cking which are putting 
the lives of millions in misery.

Modernisation and Globalization
Globalization and modernisation are different names signalizing the same process of  
development. 
They are contemporal.   
They are inseparable from each other, one triggering the other.  Both are causal and consequential  
to each other.
Modernisation is unavoidable and capitalism following globalization is compelling.  Modernisation  
is cutting across traditions and globalization is cutting across nation.

Globalization Impact on India:

Social impact:   It leads to a decrease in standards of living as it will impact exports and economic 
growth impacting welfare of the poor, vulnerable sections and their standard of life.
Political impact:   It would affect polity leading to instability in the political framework of 
countries due to increase in prices and cost of living may lead to civil Uprisings.
Impact on technology:   These tendencies limit technological advancement of the world as whole 
and of developing countries in particular. The limited knowledge sharing, lack of fl ow of technology 
to developing countries limit advancement in science.
Impact on women employment:   It would impact women empowerment efforts as it will 
impact women movements across the globe. The lack of cooperation among nations will reduce 
opportunities for women across the world.

Way Forward

Promotion of   new forms of international and regional integration that preserve and allow 
the multiple dimensions of life to fl ourish.
The   culture of tolerance and understanding must be promoted which provides space for positive 
dialogue.
More and more   Cooperation is needed for hours to make the world economy more predictable, 
to mitigate vulnerabilities and to strengthen the free trade system.
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More focus should be on   creating organizations/coalition like International Solar Alliance, 
Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure that contribute to global sustainable 
development along with promoting coordination among nations.

De-globalisation
De-globalization is the process of reducing interdependence and integration between nations around  
the world. It is characterized by decline in economic trade and investment between countries, 
protectionism and unilateral withdrawal from international organizations and agreements. This 
decline refl ects that economies become less integrated with the rest of the world economies.

Factors responsible:
Tariff wars are one aspect of de-globalisation policies. 
Right wing ideology 
Outbreak and transboundary spread of diseases and pandemics – E.g. COVID19 
Sub-prime crisis of 2008 
Stricter IPR regime, sanitary and phytosanitary measures. 
Emergence of Emerging Market Economies 
Inward looking mentality and attitude. 
Political rivalry – Russia and USA, USA and Iran, South Korea etc. 
Brexit is another facet that can cost countries too. Britain’s divorce with the EU is estimated to  
cost companies on both sides $80 billion a year without a trade deal.
Trade:   With global demand weak, and many nations erecting import barriers, trade is slumping. 
Measured as a share of global gross domestic product, trade doubled from 30 percent in 1973 to a 
high of 60 percent in 2008. But it faltered during the crisis and has since dropped to 55 percent.
The decrease in migration is another aspect. Despite the fl ood of refugees into Europe, net  
migration from poor to rich countries decreased to 12 million between 2011 and 2015, down by 
four million from the previous fi ve years.
Refugee crisis – climate induced and political factors E.g. Rohingya crisis. 
The fl ow of capital – mainly bank loans – is retreating even faster. Frozen by the fi nancial crisis  
and squeezed afterward by new regulations, capital fl ows had decreased to just under 2 percent 
of G.D.P. from a peak of 16 percent in 2007.

URBANIZATION

What is Urbanization

Urbanization is commonly understood as a process by which a  
settlement and its population assume “urban” characteristics
The population Census in India accords “urban” status to a  
settlement when at least 70% of its male workers are engaged 
in the non-agricultural sector and when it satisfi es some other 
standard regarding size and density of population
When an area grow in size, density and heterogeneity and  
assumes urban social ,cultural, economic, ecological, physical 
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and political  features-declared as “urban” by the state administration it is called URBAN.
Some of the important problems of urbanization faced in different parts of India are as 
follows:

Transportation

and Traffic

Problems of

Urbanisation

Drought and Flooding

Pollution

Housing and Slums

Women Security

Problems of Urbanization

Housing and Slums
There is acute shortage of housing in  
urban areas and much of the available 
accommodation is qualitatively of sub-
standard variety. 
This problem has tended to worsen over the  
years due to rapid increase in population, 
fast rate of urbanization and proportionately 
inadequate addition to the housing stock. 
Millions of people pay excessive rent which 
is beyond their means.
Private developers fi nd little profi t in building housing in cities for poor and lower middles class. 
Slums are characterized by sub-standard housing, overcrowding, lack of electrifi cation, ventilation,  
sanitation, roads and drinking water facilities. They have been the breeding ground of diseases, 
environmental pollution, demoralization and many social tensions.

Government Initiatives
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana -Urban:

Government launched the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana-Urban (PMAY-U) on June 25, 2015. 
The Mission addresses urban housing shortage among the Economically Weaker Section  
(EWS) / Low Income Group (LIG) and Middle Income Group (MIG) categories including the 
slum dwellers by ensuring a pucca house to all eligible urban households by the year 2022 
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The Government of India has set up a T  echnology Sub-Mission (TSM) under the Pradhan 
Mantri Awas Yojana - Urban (PMAY-U) Mission to facilitate adoption of modern, innovative 
and green technologies and building material for faster and quality construction of houses.

Following activities have been undertaken under TSM:
Global Housing Technology Challenge – India (GHTC-India) was initiated to identify and 
mainstream globally best available proven construction technologies that are rapid, sustainable, 
green and disaster resilient.
Six LightHouse Projects (LHPs) using six distinct technologies shortlisted under GHTC-India 
are constructed at six places in the country.
A free online Enrolment of TECHNOGRAHIS has been started for exposing the interested 
stakeholders to learn different phases of use of innovative technologies in LHPs for adoption and 
replication.
AtmaNirbhar Bharat: The aims and objectives of announced under Atmanirbhar Bharat 
Package:

To address the vision of ‘AtmaNirbhar Bharat Abhiyan’ signifi cantly by creating a sustainable  
ecosystem of affordable rental housing solutions for urban migrants/poor.
To achieve the overall objective of “  Housing for All” encompassing the need of affordable 
rental housing for urban migrants/poor. ARHCs will provide them dignifi ed living with 
necessary civic amenities near their place of work.

Transportation and Traffi c
Absence of planned and adequate  
arrangements for traffi c and transport 
is another problem in urban centers in 
India. 
Majority of people use buses and tempos,  
while a few use rail as a transit system.
 The increasing number of two wheelers  
and cars make the traffi c problem worse. 
They cause air pollution as well. 
Moreover, the number of buses plying the  
metropolitan cities is not adequate and 
commuters have to spend long hours traveling.

 Government Initiatives
PM Gati Shakti

“PM Gati Shakti- National Master Plan (NMP)” including institutional framework for rolling  
out, implementation, monitoring and support mechanism for providing multi-modal 
connectivity.
The Ministry plans to showcase the investment opportunities in highways, transport and  
logistics focusing on three central themes – Bharatmala Pariyojana, Asset Monetization and 
Vehicle Scrappage Policy.

Vehicle Scrappage Policy: Converting Waste To Wealth
The voluntary Vehicle Scrappage Policy was launched to create an eco-system for   phasing out 
unfi t and polluting vehicles in an environment-friendly and safe manner.
The Ministry issued a notifi cation waiving registration fee for new vehicles, purchased against   
Certifi cate of Deposit issued by a Registered Vehicle Scrapping Facility(RVSF). There will 
be an increase in fee for conducting fi tness tests and renewal of fi tness certifi cates for motor 
vehicles, more than 15-years old.
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Fas tag Made Mandatory
In a signifi cant step towards seamless movement of vehicles on the National Highways, the  
Ministry decided that all lanes of the toll plazas on NHs would be declared as “FASTag lane”.

Example: GOI launched BRTS project
The twin cities- the commercial hub of Hubli and the educational center of Dharwad, are  
separated by a distance of 22.5 Kms. In view of the growing traffi c volume between the two 
cities, a fi nancially and operationally viable mass transport system infrastructure was created 
by GOI. The Hubballi-Dharwad BRTS project has been taken up under the Sustainable 
Urban Transport Project (SUTP) program, with part assistance of the World Bank- 
Global Environment Facility (GEF).

Green Highways Policy 2015
Green Highways (Plantation, Transplantation, Beautifi cation & Maintenance) Policy 2015   
aims to promote greening of corridors across all the National Highways of the country. 
It also aims:   Making India pollution free, Help in curtailing the number of road accidents, 
Help local communities, and generate employment.

Pollution

Water Pollution:

Our towns and cities are major polluters of  
the environment. Several cities discharge 
40 to 60 percent of their entire sewage 
and industrial effl uents untreated into 
the nearby rivers.
Groundwater depleted   in urban cities 
and metropolitan cities immensely. Due 
to which toxic chemicals like arsenic, 
lead, nitrate increased in drinking water 
causing various diseases among children 
especially.
Microplastics a  re recognized as a main 
source of marine pollution. The plastic 
products and waste materials dumped in the Ganga River break down and are eventually broken down 
into micro particles and the river fi nally transports large quantities downstream into the ocean.
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Composite Water Management Index (CWMI)- published by NITI Aayog i  n June 2018, 
mentioned that India was undergoing the worst water crisis in its history; that nearly 600 million 
people were facing high to extreme water stress; and about 200,000 people were dying every year 
due to inadequate access to safe water.
India was placed at the   rank of 120 amongst 122 countries in the water quality index, with 
nearly 70 per cent of water being contaminated. It projected the country’s water demand to be 
twice the available supply by 2030, implying severe scarcity for hundreds of millions of people and 
an eventual loss in the country’s GDP.
WASH-WHO  : Safe drinking-water, sanitation and hygiene are crucial to human health and 
well-being. Safe WASH is not only a prerequisite to health, but contributes to livelihoods, 
school attendance and dignity and helps to create resilient communities living in healthy 
environments.

Steps Taken By GOI To Tackle Water Problem
The Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) in association with State Pollution Control 
Boards (SPCBs) / Pollution Control Committees(PPCs) is monitoring the quality of water 
bodies at 2500 locations across the country under National Water Quality Monitoring Programme 
(NWQMP) which indicate that organic pollution is the predominant cause of water pollution.
The steps taken by the Government to address the issues of water pollution include the 
following:-

Preparation of action plan for   sewage management and restoration of water quality in aquatic 
resources by State Governments;
Installation of   Online Effl uent Monitoring System to check the discharge of effl uent directly 
into the rivers and water bodies
Setting up of   monitoring network for assessment of water quality;
Action to comply with   effl uent standards is taken by SPCBs / PCCs to improve the water quality 
of the rivers;
Financial assistance for installation of   Common Effl uent Treatment Plants for cluster of 
Small Scale Industrial units;
Issuance of directions for implementation of   Zero Liquid Discharge; 

Air Pollution:

Urban industry pollutes the atmosphere  
with smoke and toxic gasses from 
its chimneys. All these increase the 
chances of diseases among the people 
living in the urban centers.
Pollution from vehicles   and other 
sources in cities creates acid rain 
which is affecting groundwater, 
infrastructure, and agricultural 
land.
Construction and Demolition Waste  : Another major source of air pollution in India is waste, 
which is an outcome of construction and demolition activities
Domestic Sector:   Households are identifi ed as a major contributor of air pollution in India. The 
emissions from fossil fuel burning, stoves or generators come under this sector, thereby affecting 
the overall air quality.
Waste Treatment and Biomass Burning:   In India, about 80% of municipal solid waste (MSW) 
is still discarded into open dumping yards and landfi lls, which leads to various GHG emissions 
apart from the issues of foul odor and poor water quality at nearby localities.
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The   lack of proper treatment of MSW and biomass burning has been responsible for causing 
air pollution in urban cities.
In Delhi alone, around 5300 tonnes of PM10 and 7550 tonnes of PM  2.5 are generated every year 
from the burning of garbage and other MSW.
Methane (CH4)   is the major pollutant released from landfi lls and wastewater treatment plants. 
Ammonia (NH3) is another by-product, which is released from the composting process. The open 
burning of wastes, including plastic, produces toxic and carcinogenic emissions, which are a grave 
concern
Power Plants:   The contribution of power plants to air emissions in India is both immense and 
worrisome. The thermal power plants manufacture around 74% of the total power generated in 
India.
According to The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI)  , the emissions of SO2, NOX, and 
PM increased over 50 times from 1947 to 1997.
Thermal power plants are the main sources of SO2 and TSP emissions,   thereby contributing 
signifi cantly to the emission inventories.
 In Delhi, power plants contributed 68% of SO2 emissions and 80% of PM10 concentrations over  
a period from 1990 to 2000.
State of Global Air 2020 Report:   According 
to it, India faced the highest per capita pollution 
exposure (83.2 μg/cubic metre) in the world.

In 2019, over 116,000   infants in India died 
within a month after birth due to exposure to 
severe air pollution.
The report also suggests exposure to polluted  

air during pregnancy is linked to low 
weight and premature birth.
Further, it noted that long-term exposure  

to outdoor and household air pollution 
contributed to over 1.67 million annual 
deaths from stroke, heart attack, diabetes, 
lung cancer, chronic lung diseases, and 
neonatal diseases in India in 2019.

WHO:   According to WHO, toxic air is now the 
biggest environmental risk of early death, responsible for one in nine of all fatalities.

An estimated 4.2 million premature deaths globally are linked to ambient air pollution,  

mainly from heart disease, stroke, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, lung cancer, and 
acute respiratory infections in children.
It kills 7 million people a year, far more than HIV, tuberculosis and malaria combined, 

   According to UNICEF, lakhs of urban children die or suffer from diarrhea, tetanus, 
measles etc. because of poor sanitary conditions and water contamination.

Steps Taken by GOI to Tackle Air Pollution
Government is making all efforts for the mitigation of air pollution in the country. The Central 
Government has taken a number of regulatory measures for prevention, control and abatement of air 
pollution in the country.

Action Plans for Improvement of Air Quality. 
The Central Government has launched   National Clean Air Programme (NCAP) under 
the Central Sector “Control of Pollution” Scheme as a long-term, time-bound, national 
level strategy to tackle the air pollution problem across the country in a comprehensive 
manner with targets to achieve 20 % to 30 % reduction in PM10 and PM2.5 concentrations by 
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2024 keeping 2017 as the base year for the comparison of concentration. The city specifi c 
Action Plans have been approved for all 102 non-attainment cities for implementation on 
ground.
The Central Government has notifi ed a   Comprehensive Action Plan (CAP) in 2018 
identifying timelines and implementing agencies for actions identifi ed for prevention, control 
and mitigation of air pollution in Delhi and NCR.

Several steps have been taken for creating awareness amongst the general population.  
These steps are as follows.

SAMEER app   has been launched wherein air quality information is available to the public 
along with provision for registering complaints against air polluting activities.
A dedicated   media corner, Twitter and Facebook accounts have been created for access 
to air quality related information and to provide a platform for lodging complaints by the 
general population.
The   Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change is implementing the 
Environment Education, Awareness and Training Scheme with the objective to 
promote environmental awareness among all sections of the society and to mobilize people’s 
participation for conservation of environment.
Under the   National Green Corps (NGC) programme of  about one lakh schools have been 
identifi ed as Eco-clubs, wherein, nearly thirty lakh students are actively participating in 
various environment protection and conservation activities, including the issues related to 
the air pollution.

Case Study: Air Pollution in Delhi
India is one of the most polluted countries in the world and among the capital cities, Delhi  
is probably one of the most polluted cities. Indian cities feature largely in the top 50 polluted 
cities of the world according to many parameters. 
The problem, however, is particularly severe in the capital Delhi and its adjoining areas,  
commonly called Delhi – NCR.

The Environment Performance Index 2020 gives India a global ranking of 169. 

Air pollution (both indoors and outdoors) is the second-most serious risk factor for public  

health in the country (the fi rst being malnutrition) and it contributes to an estimated 2.5 
million deaths annually.

Causes of Air pollution:-chart  

Steps Taken to Control Delhi’s Air Pollution
Various steps have been taken by the government (central and state governments) to tackle the 
menace of air pollution in Delhi-NCR. Some of the measures are given below.

In October 2020, the Supreme Court-appointed a one-man committee, Justice   Lokur 
Committee, to monitor and curb the occurrences of stubble burning in Punjab, Haryana and 
Uttar Pradesh.
The Ministry of Environment, Climate Change and Forests notifi ed the   Graded Response 
Action Plan (GRAP) in 2017.
These are institutionalized measures to be taken only when the air quality in Delhi NCR  
deteriorates beyond a certain threshold.
It is only to be implemented in emergency situations. 
The steps would be taken to prevent PM10 and PM2.5 levels from going beyond the ‘moderate’  
national Air Quality Index (AQI) category.
GRAP enumerates a series of measures to be taken based on the quality of air. 
Construction & demolition (C&D) waste management rules   have been notifi ed which 
mandate the segregation of C&D waste into various categories for safe disposal and further 
processing.
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Causes of Air

Pollution in

Delhi

Increasing

Population

Industrial

waste

High

dependence

on fossil fuels

Increasing

vehicular traffic

Large Scale

construction

activities

Unplanned

Developmental

Landlocked

geography of

Delhi

Stubble

Burning

Red Light On, Gaadi Off campaign   was an initiative by the Delhi Government that ran in 
Oct-Nov 2020 under which commuters driving vehicles were urged to switch off their vehicle 
engines while waiting for the green light at traffi c lights.
The   Odd-even rule was introduced by the Delhi Government according to which vehicles 
with odd and even registration numbers would ply on the road on alternate days. This was 
particularly aimed at reducing smog in the region.  
The   state government of Delhi also introduced a policy to preserve and plant trees in a bid 
to increase the green cover and have carbon sinks.     
Anti-smog guns and smog towers   are installed and used in the city.      
Prevention of stubble burning   is a key component of reducing air pollution in the Delhi 
NCR area. 
The   subsidy is provided to the farmers for procuring the Turbo Happy Seeder, which is a machine 
fi tted on tractors that can cut and uproot stubble and eliminates the need to burn stubble.
The   ICAR has also come up with the PUSA Decomposer, which is a capsule that can be 
used to make a spray which when sprayed on crop residue hastens its decomposition

Drought & Flooding
 Millions of urban dwellers are at risk from the direct 
and indirect impacts of current and likely future 
climate change—for instance, from more severe 
or frequent storms, fl oods and heat waves causing 
droughts.

Urban Flooding

Urban fl oods stem from a combination of various  
meteorological and hydrological extremes, such 
as extreme precipitation and fl ows in short spans of time.
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Thus, fl ooding in urban areas is caused by intense and/or prolonged rainfall, which overwhelms  
the capacity of the drainage system.

Features of Urban Floods

Faster Flow times: Consequently, fl ooding occurs very quickly due to faster fl ow times, sometimes  
in a matter of minutes.
Catchment destruction: Urban fl ooding is signifi cantly different from rural fl ooding as urbanization  
leads to developed catchments which are the most vulnerable areas..

Urban Flood: Man-Made Disaster

Overburdened   drainage, unregulated construction, no regard to the natural topography and 
hydro-geomorphology all make urban fl oods a man-made disaster.
Inadequate Drainage Infrastructure:   Cities like Hyderabad, Mumbai rely on a century-old 
drainage system, covering only a small part of the core city.

In the last 20 years, the Indian cities have grown manifold with its original built-up area. 

As the city grew beyond its original limits, not much was done to address the absence of  

adequate drainage systems.
Terrain Alteration:   Lasting irreversible damage has been done to the city by property builders, 
property owners, and public agencies by fl attening terrain and altering natural drainage routes.
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Reducing Seepage:   Indian cities are becoming increasingly impervious to water, not just 
because of increasing built up but also because of the nature of materials used (hard, non-porous 
construction material that makes the soil impervious).
Lax Implementation: E  ven with provisions of rainwater harvesting, sustainable urban drainage 
systems, etc, in regulatory mechanisms like the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA), adoption 
at user end as well as enforcement agencies remains weak.
Encroaching Natural Spaces:   The number of wetlands has reduced to 123 in 2018 from 644 
in 1956.

Green cover is only 9 per cent, which ideally should have been at least 33 per cent. 

Impact of Urban fl oods
Problems associated with urban fl oods range from relatively localized incidents to major      incidents, 
resulting in cities being inundated from hours to several days.

Loss of life:   Urban areas are densely populated and people living in vulnerable areas suffer due 
to fl ooding, sometimes resulting in loss of life.
Loss of property:   Major cities in India have witnessed loss of life and property, disruption in 
transport and power.
Infrastructure damage  : In most of the cities, damage to vital infrastructure has a bearing not 
only for the state and the country but it could even have global implications.
Health hazards:   The secondary effect of exposure to infection also has its toll in terms of human 
suffering, loss of livelihood and, in extreme cases, loss of life.·    
Others:    The impact can also be widespread, including temporary relocation of people, damage to 
civic amenities, deterioration of water quality and risk of epidemics.

Case Study of Chennai
Climate change is bringing rising sea levels and increased fl ooding to some cities around the  
world and drought and water shortages to others. For the 11 million inhabitants of Chennai, 
it’s both.
While climate change and extreme weather have played a part, the main culprit for Chennai’s  
water woes is poor planning. As the city grew, vast areas of the surrounding fl oodplain, along 
with its lakes and ponds, disappeared.
With fewer places to hold precipitation, fl ooding increased. In 2015, Chennai suffered its worst  
inundation in a century
Four years later it was a shortage of water that made headlines. The city hit what it called   Day 
Zero as all its main reservoirs ran dry, forcing the government to truck in drinking water.

Flash Droughts

Flash drought is characterized by a period of rapid drought intensifi cation with impacts on agriculture, 
water resources, ecosystems, and the human environment.

Reason of Flash drought:
It is set in motion by lower-than  
normal rates of precipitation, 
abnormally high temperatures, 
winds, and radiation. Together, 
these changes in weather can 
rapidly alter the local climate.
Precipitation defi cit:   When 
precipitation defi cit occurs over 
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an extended period of time (e.g., several weeks), soil moisture is depleted by evapo-transpiration 
which desiccates land surface.

Evapo-transpiration   is the process by which water is transferred from the land to the 
atmosphere by evaporation from the soil and by transpiration from plants.

Teleconnection:   It is correlation between meteorological or other environmental phenomena 
which occur a long distance apart. For example, El Niño-Southern Oscillation (ENSO) is a 
teleconnection phase that promotes drier and warmer conditions which may increase fl ash 
drought frequency.
Amplifi cation of evaporative demand:   Persistent atmospheric conditions can amplify 
evaporative demand (extent to which the environment ‘tries’ to evaporate water) at the surface 
via increased solar insolation and global warming.
High precipitation variability:   Tropics and SubTropics have high potential for drought 
development due to high precipitation variability and evaporative demand.
Oscillation of the Inter-Tropical Convergence Zone (ITCZ):   Flash drought development is 
more likely to occur in the May-June (period associated with increasing rainfall) if onset of ITCZ-
induced rainfall is delayed/reduced, in combination with increased evaporative demand.
Anticyclones: T  hey have a dual impact on fl ash drought development:

They suppress rainfall which limits soil moisture replenishment. 

Less cloud coverage and high surface temperatures increase evaporative demand of moisture. 

Effects of Flash drought:

On Agriculture: 
About 10-15% areas under cultivation of rice and maize were affected by fl ash droughts  

during monsoon season in India between 1951- 2018.
Flash droughts of 1979, 1976, and 1982 are the 3 most severe fl ash droughts that affected  

kharif crops during the monsoon season in India. A brief on Drought in India.

On Economy: 
Many industries depend on the agriculture sector for raw materials and would suffer losses  

due to reduced supply and increased prices. Thus, fl ash drought has a ‘multiplier effect’ on 
the economy.
As per a report of the UN Offi ce for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR), the impact of severe  

droughts is estimated to be about 2-5% of India’s GDP per annum.

On Environment: 
Low water levels in water bodies (lakes, ponds, reservoirs etc.) will reduce availability of  

drinking water and adversely affect fl ora and fauna.
It causes deforestation, wildfi res and increased desertifi cation. 

Frequent fl ash droughts can increase stress on endangered species and cause loss of  

biodiversity.

On Society: 
It can cause people in affected areas to withdraw their children from schools, postpone  

marriages and force them to sell their assets, e.g.: cattle, land. This further pushes people 
into poverty.
Due to reduction in crop yield, food security is threatened as inadequate intake of food will  

cause malnutrition.
Access and use of scarce water resources generate confl icts which are socially disruptive. 
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Water Crisis

It is estimated that by 2050, half of India’s population will be living in urban areas and will face  
acute water problems.
The consistent increase in the rate of growth of India’s population has also led to the increase in  
demand for water, particularly in the urban areas where the rate of increase is higher compared 
to rural areas.
 In 2001, urban population was 285 million and assuming water supply of 135 litres per capita  
per day, the domestic water demand is estimated at around 38,475 million litres per day (MLD), 
whereas as in 2011 urban population was 377 million with a domestic water demand of 50,895 
MLD. It shows that growth in urban population leads to additional water demand of 12,420 MLD 
in urban areas.

Government Initiatives:

Jal Shakti Abhiyan—a   campaign for water conservation and water security—followed, along 
with the Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) launched in August 2019 to provide safe drinking water to all 
rural households by 2024. The central government has approved INR 3.6 trillion for providing 
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piped water supply to every household. The Mission also involves the development of piped water 
supply infrastructure, reliable supply sources, water quality and treatment plants, training 
and R&D. On March 22, 2021 the second phase of JJM was launched with special emphasis on 
rainwater harvesting.

JJM (Urban)-   launched under the Union Budget 2021–22, aims to provide universal coverage 
of water supply to all households through functional taps in all 4378 statutory towns, while 
sewerage/septage management in 500 Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation 
(AMRUT) cities is the other focus area. The total outlay proposed for JJM (Urban) was INR 
2.87 trillion, which included INR 100 billion for AMRUT Mission. For UTs and North Eastern/
Hill States, there will be 100 and 90 per cent Central funding, respectively. Meanwhile, Central 
funding will differ for cities, depending on their population size.
The Union Housing and Urban Affairs Ministry on February 16, 2021 launched a  
survey to collect data on drinking water in 10 cities under JJM (Urban) through a pilot ‘Pey 
Jal Survekshan’. Data on drinking water, wastewater management, non-revenue water, and 
condition of water bodies in the cities, is being collected through interviews with citizens and 
municipal offi cials. On the basis of learnings of the pilot survey, the exercise will be extended to 
all AMRUT cities.
Government of India has launched   Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation 
(AMRUT) on 25th June, 2015 in select 500 cities and towns across the country. The water supply 
component includes new, augmentation and rehabilitation of water supply system; rejuvenation 
of water bodies for drinking water supply and special water supply arrangement for diffi cult 
areas, hills and coastal cities, including those having water quality problem.
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Under HarKhetKoPani (HKKP) component of Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana  
(PMKSY), Repair, Renovation and Restoration (RRR) of Water Bodies Scheme was launched 
which aims to revive irrigation potential by improvement and restoration of water bodies by 
enhancing the tank storage capacity, along with other multiple objectives such as ground water 
recharge, increased availability of drinking water, improvement of catchment of tank commands 
etc.
AtalBhujalYojana, a   Central Sector Scheme, with focus on community participation, demand 
side interventions and convergence of ongoing schemes for sustainable ground water management 
is being implemented from 1 April 2020 in seven States – Gujarat, Haryana, Karnataka, Madhya 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh.
National Water Mission   had started a campaign “SahiFasal” to nudge farmers to favor 
agricultural crops which consume less water and to use water more effi ciently in agriculture, as a 
part of demand side management.
Fifteenth Finance Commission (FFC) i  n its report for 2021-26, has earmarked 60 per cent 
for national priorities like drinking water supply and rainwater harvesting and sanitation, out of 
the total grants earmarked for Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRI). For fi fty Million - Plus cities, 
two-thirds of allocation of funds under Challenge Fund of Rs. 38,196 crore is meant for meeting 
service level benchmarks on drinking water supply, rainwater harvesting, water recycling, solid 
waste management and sanitation.

Case Study: Lucknow Groundwater
The Lucknow groundwater study, said rainwater harvesting may not be the main solution in dense 
cities; hence a more scientifi c groundwater audit should be conducted for them.
The Lucknow groundwater study reveals that during pre-monsoon the city is overdrawing 
groundwater nearly seventeen times more than the combined recharge from rainfall and Gomti 
River into the groundwater system. At this rate, by 2031, the groundwater table in the key localities 
of central Lucknow is projected to further decline by about 20-25 meters from the current levels. 
This study was conducted by TERI in collaboration with the Department of Geology, University 
of Delhi. The study was sponsored by Uttar Pradesh Groundwater Department, Lucknow with 
support from The World Bank.

Key highlights of the study are as follows:
72 percent households in Lucknow use groundwater. 
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Almost 90 percent of multistory housing societies and 70 percent of commercial users comprising  
hotels, hospitals, schools, offi ces and malls are dependent on groundwater.
Almost all the surveyed societies in central, north and east Lucknow are extracting groundwater  
through private borewells. 60% of these borewells are more than 200 feet deep.

 Solution:

“50-60 % water in domestic use can be saved. Aerators need to be used. Every housing society needs 
to have provision for rooftop rainwater harvesting. Water wasted through reverse osmosis (RO) 
should be used for gardening purposes. The government is setting new criteria for buildings to 
have a dual piping system, separating drinking water from reused water which can be used solely 
for fl ushing purposes.

Causes of High Ground Water Extraction in India / reasons for water stress 
situation

Inadequate rainfall:   lower amount of precipitation and precipitation occurring in short bursts 
does not allow for recharge of aquifers. For instance, in Central India.
 Green Revolution:   Owing to the green revolution, water intensive crops could be grown in 
water defi cit regions. For instance, the case of paddy in North and North West India.
 Increase in demand:   This is attributed to multiple factors including o Rise in population which 
resulted in increased demand for agriculture

Urbanization which decreased green spaces and also promoted deforestation and o. Rise in  

industries which resulted in decreased water quality. However, the supply could not match 
the demand.

Geomorphological issues:   In the central and southern states there are limited storage facilities 
owing to the hard rock terrain.
Inadequate administration:   As water is a state subject, thus forming a comprehensive law is 
under the primary domain of states. Also, Inadequate regulation encourages over exploitation of 
groundwater without any penalty.
Water User’s Behavior:   Misuse has been tacitly accepted owing to policies supporting free 
Subsidies on electricity and high MSP for water intensive crops.

Impact of Ground Water Extraction:

Lowering of the Water Table:   Excessive pumping can lower the groundwater table, and cause 
wells to no longer be able to reach groundwater.
Increased Costs:   As the water table lowers, the water must be pumped farther to reach the 
surface, using more energy. In extreme cases, using such a well can be cost prohibitive.
Reduced Surface Water Supplies:   Groundwater and surface water are connected. When 
groundwater is overused, the lakes, streams, and rivers connected to groundwater can also have 
their supply diminished.
Land Subsidence:   Land subsidence occurs when there is a loss of support below ground. This 
is most often caused by human activities, mainly from the overuse of groundwater, when the soil 
collapses, compacts, and drops.
Water Quality Concerns:   Excessive pumping in coastal areas can cause saltwater to move 
inland and upward, resulting in saltwater contamination of the water supply.
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Steps taken by government for water crisis management –
Jal Shakti Abhiyaan, 2019   is a time-bound, mission-mode water conservation campaign
“  Master Plan for Artifi cial Recharge to Ground Water in India” by CGWB in 2013
Watershed Development Component (WDC) of the P  radhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana 
(PMKSY)
Atal Bhujal Yojana 
The Environment (Protection) Act, 1986” for groundwater management. 

Rainwater Harvesting

Rainwater harvesting is the accumulation and storage of rainwater for reuse on-site, rather than 
allowing it to run off.

Common methods of RWHS include:
Rooftop Rainwater harvesting:   This method uses the water collected on terraces and rooftops 
of houses and buildings. It is best applied in residential areas of towns and cities.
Surface run-off rainwater harvesting:   This method is used for collecting rainwater fl owing 
through open spaces like roads, grounds, hill, etc. This water is stored underground and is used 
for public purposes like watering in gardens, roadside trees, beautifi cation, etc.
Recharge pits:   These are large tank shaped pits dug for storing water usually adjacent to hills, 
or in fi elds. These can be used for irrigation. As the name suggests, these have an added advantage 
of recharging the aquifers.
Gully Plugs:   Gully plugs are smaller pits built at regular intervals in an open area where 
rainwater is likely to run through. It ensures that rainwater is saved at many sites.

Signifi cance of RWHS
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Groundwater recharge:   The groundwater level in India has declined by 61 per cent between 
2007 and 2017. RWHS can increase the groundwater table and improve its quality through 
percolation.
Supporting rain-fed agriculture:   About 61 per cent of India’s farmers rely on rain-fed 
agriculture and 55 per cent of the gross cropped area is under rain-fed farming. Rain-fed crops 
are directly affected if rains fail, resulting in crop failure. RWHS can protect crops from climate 
shocks.
Addressing water scarcity:   RWHS can be crucial for domestic and industrial water supply to 
the cities facing high water demand.
Ecological benefi ts  : A continual and effi cient water harvesting system will lead to reduction 
in soil erosion and increase in green cover. Several traditional RWHS such as Keoladeo host a 
number of migratory wetland birds and aid in biodiversity conservation.
Low-cost alternative:   Rainwater harvesting, usually involving the construction of micro 
impoundments, often in conjunction with green infrastructure such as groundwater or soil water 
storage, can be a useful alternative to larger dams.
Minimal disturbance to the environment:   Traditional RWHS generally mimics the natural 
rhythms of the seasonal river fl ows and are built keeping in mind the contours of the land.
Other benefi ts:   Flood management, water treatment, fi sheries, recreation and tourism, Designing 
and installing rainwater collection systems can provide sustainable jobs for the economy of the 
future.

Women Security
Urban areas with no or  
inadequate streetlights are 
vulnerable to crime. Well-lit 
streets offer users, especially 
pedestrians, a more secure 
atmosphere.
In Delhi, in 2016, the state  
government recognized the 
existence of more than 7,000 
‘dark spots’ (low visibility spots 
or poor lighting) and their 
effect on women’s safety.
A safe city for women, according  
to UN Women, is a city where 
women can enjoy public spaces 
and public life without fear of 
being assaulted, and where 
violence against women is not 
exercised either at the home or 
on the street.

Shadow Pandemic:  

According to data and 
reports from those on front 
lines, all types of violence 
against women and girls, 
especially the domestic 
violence, has spiked after 
the COVID-19 lockdowns 
across the world.
This rise in gender-based violence is termed as “shadow pandemic” by the UN Women. 



69 https://momentumias.com

MOMENTUM IAS

MOMENTUM IAS

Here are various things in urban planning which are to be taken care of in order to make India safe for 
women, as these things are making the situation of women more vulnerable:

Bad urban infrastructure   i.e. dark or dimly lit streets, dilapidated parks and vacant lots, 
poorly managed public areas, inadequate signage and lack of public toilets. 
Lonely streets at night,   due to the early closing of shops and businesses or lack of a street life 
tradition.

Lack of suffi cient public transit, and bus owners, d  rivers and passengers apathy. 
Government initiatives:  

Ministry of Women and Child Development   has conceptualized several initiatives to 
promote safety of women in their living spaces, working spaces and the public spaces  
A   physical panic button on all mobile phones in the country. It was also noted that such a 
panic button must be backed by an emergency response mechanism through the local police 
when a panic button message would alert the specifi ed family members etc. of a woman in 
distress. 

On smartphones, the power button (which is a dedicated panic button) is pressed three  
times quickly.
Dialing 112 from any phone. 

CIM portal under Safe City Project:
Order to provide safety for women in public spaces, the Government has identifi ed eight  
cities for implementation of the Safe City project. The 8 major cities which have been chosen 
are Ahmedabad, Bengaluru, Chennai, Delhi, Hyderabad, Kolkata, Lucknow and Mumbai. 
Detailed projects for this have been prepared jointly by the municipal bodies and the local 
police authorities. The projects include creation on ground assets & resources and mindset 
safety of women. Some of the key  features of the safe city project include:

Identifi cation of sensitive hot spots in each city, 

Installation of CCTV surveillance covering the entire hot spot. 

Automated number plate reading machines to be deployed in extremely sensitive areas. 

Improving street lighting and public toilet facilities for women.  

Other Women Specifi c Dimensions ( Covered Under Paper 2 Notes )
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Trash Disposal/Solid Waste Management
Most of the dumpsites of megacities  
have reached way beyond their 
capacity and permissible height 
limit of 20 meters. It is estimated 
that more than 10,000 hectares 
of urban land are locked in these 
dumpsites in India.
Only about 75-80% of the municipal  
waste gets collected and only 22-
28 % of this waste is processed and 
treated.

The Impact
The proliferation of airless  
open dumps of garbage leads 
to emissions of methane, which 
absorbs the sun’s heat, warms the 
atmosphere and contributes to 
global warming.
Leachate,   which is a black liquid 
oozing out from the waste as it slowly decomposes over a period of 25 to 30 years, contaminates 
soil and groundwater.

Solid Waste Management Rules 2016:
These rules r  eplace the Municipal Solid Wastes (Management and Handling) Rules, 2000, 
are now applicable beyond municipal areas and have included urban agglomerations, census 
towns, notifi ed industrial townships etc.
They focus on   segregation of waste at source, responsibility on the manufacturer to dispose of 
sanitary and packaging wastes, user fees for collection, disposal and processing from the bulk 
generator.
It has also been advised that the   biodegradable waste should be processed, treated and 
disposed of through composting or bio-methanation within the premises as far as possible 
and the residual waste shall be given to the waste collectors or agency as directed by the local 
authority.
The rules promote the   use of compost, conversion of waste into energy, revision of parameters 
for landfi lls location and capacity.
The government has also constituted a   Central Monitoring Committee under the 
chairmanship of Secretary, MoEF&CC to monitor the overall implementation of the rules.
The   Rules for the Safe Treatment of Legacy Waste prescribe bio-remediation and bio-
mining in all open dumpsites and existing operational dumpsites in India.

Effects Of Urbanization:

Global Warming
Climate change impacts, such as increased rainfall intensity, sea-level rise, fl ooding, and  
heatwaves, pose signifi cant challenges for urban systems worldwide. They adversely affect cities’ 
basic services, infrastructure, housing, health, and economy.
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Urban activities are also a major source of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions that lead to climate  
change. Cities consume over two-thirds of the world’s energy and account for more than 70% of 
global CO2 emissions.
It is essential, therefore, to make cities an integral part of the solution in fi ghting climate change.  
Adapting to climatic extremes and reducing the environmental footprints that contribute to 
climate change is key to sustaining cities in the future.

Urban Heat Island
Urban heat island (abbreviated as UHI) is where the temperature in a densely populated city is as 
much as 2 degrees higher than suburban or rural areas.   

  

Causes for UHI:

Lack of trees &

green areas

Mass trans-

portation

system

Urban

Architecture

Air

Conditioning

Increase in

Construction

activities

Causes of UHI

Dark Surfaces

Manifold increase in construction activities:   For building simple urban dwellings to complex 
infrastructures, carbon absorbing material like asphalt and concrete is needed for the expansion 
of cities. They trap huge amounts of heat which increases the mean surface temperatures of 
urban areas.



72https://momentumias.com

MOMENTUM IAS

MOMENTUM IAS

Dark surfaces:   Many buildings found in urban areas have dark surfaces, thereby decreasing 
albedo and increased absorption of heat.
Air conditioning:   Buildings with dark surfaces heat up more rapidly and require more cooling 
from air conditioning, which requires more energy from power plants, which causes more pollution. 
Also, air conditioners exchange heat with atmospheric air, causing further local heating. Thus, 
there is a cascade effect that contributes to the expansion of urban heat islands.
Urban Architecture: T  all buildings, and often accompanying narrow streets, hinder the 
circulation of air, reduce the wind speed, and thus reduce any natural cooling effects. This is 
called the Urban Canyon Effect.
Need for mass transportation system:   Transportation systems and the unimpeded use of 
fossil fuels also add warmth to urban areas.
Lack of Trees and green areas:   which impedes evapotranspiration, shade and removal of 
carbon dioxide, all the processes that help to cool the surrounding air.

Impact of UHI:
Energy costs:   Urban Heat Island effect increases energy costs (e.g., for air conditioning), air 
pollution levels, and heat–related illness and mortality. Increased consumption of air-conditioning 
for cooling can also contribute to global warming, which further contributes to climate change.
Poor air quality:   UHIs often have lower air quality because there are more pollutants (waste 
products from vehicles, industry, and people) being pumped into the air. These pollutants 
are blocked from scattering and becoming less toxic by the urban landscape: buildings, roads, 
sidewalks, and parking lots.
Poor water quality:   Water quality also suffers. When warm water from the UHI ends up fl owing 
into local streams, it stresses the native species that have adapted to life in a cooler aquatic 
environment.
Colonization by heat-loving species:   Due to higher temperatures in urban areas, the UHI 
increases the colonization of species that like warm temperatures, such as lizards and geckos. 
Insects such as ants are more abundant here than in rural areas; these are referred to as 
ectotherms.
Heatwaves:   Cities tend to experience heat waves that affect human and animal health, leading 
to heat cramps, sleep deprivation, and increased mortality rates.

Why this phenomena only be seen in urban areas?
It has been observed that greener localities experienced lower temperatures than non-green  
localities.
Green vegetation like plants, trees and forests are prominent factors to regulate the incidences  
of the urban heat islands.
Rural areas are blessed with more green cover in the form of plantations, farmlands, forests,  
and trees than urban areas.
Transpiration is the phenomena which the plants carry to regulate the temperature. 
Urban areas are the basic cause of Urban Heat Island in urban areas. 

Frequent construction of High rise structures, roads, parking spaces, pavements, and  

public transportation transit lines have accelerated the incidences of urban heat islands.
It occurs by black or any dark colored material. 

Buildings in cities are often made of glass, bricks, cement, and concrete. All of them are dark-
colored materials, which attract and absorb more heat

Ways to reduce UHI:
Increase Area Under Green Cover:   Plantation and effort to increase the area under green 
cover are the primary requirement to cut heat load within urban areas.
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Passive Cooling to Reduce Urban Heat Islands  : Passive cooling technology, a widely-used 
strategy to create naturally ventilated buildings, can be a vital alternative to address the urban 
heat island for residential and commercial buildings.
The IPCC report cite  s ancient Indian building designs that have used this technology, which 
could be adapted to modern facilities in the context of global warming.
Other methods of heat mitigation include using appropriate construction materials. 
Roof and terraces should be painted   in white or light colors to refl ect heat and reduce the 
absorption.
Terrace plantation and kitchen gardening   should be promoted.

NASA has observed that higher incidences of heat islands in urban parts of Delhi are  

occurring.
Temperatures were signifi cantly higher in the urban part of Delhi than in surrounding farm  
areas.

Government Initiatives:
An array of international frameworks, such as the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), the  
New Urban Agenda by the United Nations, the Paris Agreement, and the Sendai Framework for 
Disaster Risk Reduction, all provide pathways for cities to address climate change.
 As a party to these global commitments, In  dia’s National Action Plan for Climate Change 
(NAPCC), 2008, and the National Disaster Management Plan (NDMP), 2016, also elaborate on 
strategies for reducing the vulnerability of cities to climate change.
BiodiverCities  by 2030 
The   World Economic Forum (WEF) recently published a report titled ‘BiodiverCities by 2030: 
Transforming cities’
The initiative brings together multidisciplinary expertize, combines existing initiatives and surfaces  
innovative solutions to promote sustainable, inclusive and nature-positive urban development 
at a global scale. Steps to transform cities to be in harmony with nature: BiodiverCities can 
restore balance between cities and nature by Increasing nature in their infrastructure and built 
environment through nature-based solutions (NbS) for infrastructure.

Tree Cities of the World:

Hyderabad city was chosen as one among the 120 ‘Tree Cities of the World’ by Arbor Day 
Foundation jointly with the Food and Agriculture Organization of UN.   

It is the recognition of the City's commitment to growing and     maintaining urban forestry. 
It is the only Indian city to get such recognition. 

Population Explosion
An exponential increase in the population over the past decade  
has led to the emergence of rapid urbanization as a key global 
trend of prominence and concern. It is expected that more than 
40% of the Indian population will be dwelling in urban cities by 
2030, and the total urban population of India is anticipated to hit 
the three quarters of a billion mark by 2050.
Rapid demographic, spatial, and economic growth of the country  
has expanded the environmental footprints of our cities. India’s 
rate of increase in urban population from 1995 to 2015 was 2.5%. 
The level of urbanization1 in 2015 was 32.7%, and it is estimated 
to increase to 37% by 2025. Thus, a sharp increase in demand for 
infrastructure and housing can be foreseen.
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I  ncreased population putting tremendous pressures on their civic infrastructure systems like 
water supply, sewerage and drainage, solid waste management, etc.
Demographic Dividend:   There is a rise in demographic dividend due to the rise in the working 
age population.Demographic dividend takes place when a country undergoes a demographic 
transition from a rural agrarian economy with high fertility rates to an urban industrialized 
economy with low fertility and mortality rates.

Government Initiatives:     
Mission ParivarVikas  - The Government has launched Mission Parivar Vikas for substantially 
increasing access to contraceptives and family planning services in146 high fertility districts with 
Total Fertility Rate (TFR) of 3 and above in seven high focus states. These districts are from 
the states of Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand and 
Assam that itself constitutes 44% of the country’s population.

Migration
Urbanization through migration 
to urban centers is a global 
phenomenon. Many migrate to 
cities because of the availability 
of jobs there.  Migration has 
become a continuous process 
affecting the social, economic and 
cultural lives of the villagers.
Women constitute an 
important section of rural 
urban migrants:They migrate 
at the time of marriage and also 
when they are potential workers 
in the place of destination. While 
middle class women get employed 
in the white collar jobs and 
professions, lower class women 
fi nd jobs in the informal sector.

Reverse Migration-COVID-19
Delhi and Mumbai are widely considered migrant magnets. During COVID-19 India fi rst time  
faced Reverse Migration-in which various laborers and workers went back to their home town 
villages for relief and to survive the pandemic .

Impact of Reverse Migration
Lack of employment: It is one of the biggest drivers of migration. 
According to the Center for Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE) unemployment rate   in rural 
areas is 23.7% and in states like Bihar and Jharkhand, it is highest in the country.
Workers are returning home after 40 days of joblessness with drained pockets. At such a time, the  
state’s unprecedented rate of unemployment will certainly not help.
Rise in disguised unemployment:   The returned workforce from cities will engage in 
agricultural work in villages. The agriculture sector is already stressed and the dependence of a 
large population will enhance the problem.
The migration is highest for landless households or has less than an acre of land. 

Challenge for Administration
Health emergency:   This has opened up the serious threat of the rural spread of Covid-19, which 
can result in medical emergencies.
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Villages have only rudimentary health infrastructure   and lack proper hospitals with ventilators 
which are needed to fi ght the virus. There is less than one doctor per 1,000 population.
Social stigma:   Due to lack of understanding of the disease the migrants are facing stigma and 
that is causing social tension in rural areas.
Availability of essential goods:   The sudden spike of the dependent population in rural areas 
will put an extra burden on the state treasury. 
Hindrance in economic recovery:   With basic sustenance support from the government for 
three months, many interstate migrants may not return to work soon. Labor shortage, it is being 
feared, can hinder economic recovery.

 Government Initiatives:
Pradhan Mantri SVANIDHI Scheme 

It is a central sector scheme. It will  

provide affordable working capital 
loans to street vendors who are left 
affected by the novel coronavirus 
pandemic.  Vendors will be provided 
with an initial working capital of up 
to Rs. 10000

Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan  
Yojana

The government took an initiative  

towards the loss caused by the 
outbreak..To provide an insurance 
cover of Rs 50 lakhs per health 
worker affected by COVID-19. To 
provide free resources of 5 kg wheat 
or rice and 1 kg of preferred pulses 
for 80 crore poor people for the next 
three months under the PM Garib 
Kalyan Anna Yojana
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One Nation One Ration Card 
The ONORC scheme is being implemented by the Department for the nation-wide portability  

of ration cards under National Food Security Act (NFSA). Through this all eligible ration 
card holders/benefi ciaries covered under NFSA can access their entitlements from anywhere 
in the country.

The Prime Minister, during ‘MannKiBaat’, announced the setting up of a Migration Commission 
for the employment of migrant laborers after mapping out their skill matrix.

Family Structure
Urbanization affects not only the family structure but also intra and inter family relations, as  
well as the functions the family performs.
Joint family system of rural areas is argued to have gone through tremendous changes under  
urban infl uences. It has been a general belief that with the changes in cropping pattern and 
occupational diversifi cation there will be a breakup of joint family systems into nuclear ones.
There has been changes in the occupation, association and at broader level changes in the life  
style of people but certain basic principles of caste differentiation still remains intact
Thus, gradual modifi cation of the family structure in urban India is taking place such as diminishing  
size of the family, reduction in functions of family, emphasis on conjugal relationships etc.

Urban Aging
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Urban Aging is an emerging domain that deals with the population  of older living in cities.     
According to the   Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), the population 
share of those 65 years old and over is expected to climb to 25.1% in 2050 in its member states. 
Cities in particular have large numbers of older inhabitants and are home to 43.2% of this older 
population. In the context of urban aging, cities are defi ned as an inhabited place of greater size, 
population, or importance than a town or village.
There are numerous challenges concerning the adequate provision of services,   safety concerns of 
older people, and affordability issues.
Migration and urbanization gradually weakens traditional family patterns   that provide centrality 
and social roles for older persons.
The drift away from rural areas to urban centers is not only causing a high rate of unemployment  
and overcrowding in towns, among other social and economic problems, but it is also contributing 
to the isolation of the aged in rural areas and the deprivation of their usual sources of social and 
economic support.
Government initiatives: ( to be covered under paper 2 ) 

Caste and class
It is generally held that caste is a rural phenomenon whereas class is urban and that with  
urbanization, caste transforms itself into class. But it is necessary to note that the caste system 
exists in cities as much as it does in villages although there are signifi cant organizational 
differences.
Caste identity   tends to diminish with urbanization, education and the development of an 
orientation towards individual achievement and modern status symbols
Caste solidarity   is not as strong in urban areas as in the rural areas. Caste panchayats are very 
weak in cities.
Gentrifi cation:    Gentrifi cation is characterized as transforming a neighborhood, from low to 
high value, contributing to a community. Gentrifi cation is often seen as an urban growth phase in 
which a community or part of a town grows rapidly within a short period of time. This cycle is also 
characterized by high house prices and the relocation of former inhabitants of the neighborhood.
Gentrifi cation is a dynamic social issue w  hich has both benefi ts and disadvantages. Young families 
welcome the opportunity to buy moderately-priced homes in a healthy community with sound 
infrastructure, and a large range of amenities and services.

What are the Gentrifi cation Causes?

Tight housing markets:   The complexities of the housing market play a crucial role in triggering 
gentrifi cation and can vary from one place to the next.
Rapid job growth: R  apid job growth will promote gentrifi cation both within the centre of a city 
and along its outskirts.
Preference for city amenities:   Some ethnic groups have historically tended to live in urban 
communities due to amenities, such as cultural centers, a plethora of interesting restaurants and 
shops, lively street life, and diversity among the population.
Increased traffi c congestion: When urban populations grow and infrastructure ages, the resulting  
increase in traffi c congestion and commuting times will lead to gentrifi cation, along with the 
consequent decline in quality of life.
Targeted public-sector policies:   Several cities are implementing revitalization policies, 
including tax incentives, affordable housing programs, and resources for local economic 
development that offer opportunities for middle- and high-income families to move into distressed 
neighborhoods, or for original residents to upgrade home.
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Regional Disparity/Inequality
Disparities in the degree of urbanization are another important indicator of   regional imbalance. 
In respect of urbanization, the percentage of urban population to total population is an important 
indicator.
The states which are maintaining a higher percentage of urban population than the national  
average include Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu and Gujarat and then followed by Karnataka, Punjab, 
Andhra Pradesh and West Bengal. Whereas, the states which are having a lower degree of 
urbanization include Himachal Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Orissa, Arunachal Pradesh etc.

Example: Domicile based Quota jobs
The Chief Minister of Punjab, announced that his government will soon bring a law to ensure  
that jobs in Punjab are reserved for Punjabis. Punjab will become the fi fth  state  to join the 
“75 per cent reservation for locals” bloc.  Earlier,   Andhra Pradesh and Haryana  had also 
enacted laws for domicile-based reservations in the private sector. Jharkhand has introduced 
a similar Bill, while Karnataka has been promising to introduce a 100 per cent reservation for 
Kannadigas in blue collar jobs since 2016.
Impacts ‘Unity in Diversity’:   This policy can lead to a situation of locals vs non-locals in 
an area, thus posing a threat to the integration of the country. Such a law goes against the 
spirit of One Nation One Tax, One Nation One Ration Card etc. The law somehow requires 
one to start preparing the State Register of Citizens (SRCs) as against the National Register 
of Citizens (NRCs).

Urbanization Pandemic
The WHO has identifi ed 
urbanization as one of the key 
challenges for public health in the 
21st century. In recent decades, 
many emerging infectious 
diseases have been occurring at an 
increasing scale and frequency.

For example  ,Ebola virus 
disease, severe acute 
respiratory syndrome (SARS), 
avian and pandemic infl uenza, 
Middle East respiratory 
syndrome (MERS), and the 
recently emerged COVID-19.
With an ever-  larger shift of 
populations to urban areas, the concentration of a succession of epidemics and pandemics in 
cities has become stronger.
The countries such as Spain, Italy, France, UK, Germany, Iran, and the US that have suffered the  
highest number of COVID-19 cases are among the very highly urbanized countries.
The urban nature of the pandemic becomes clearer when we consider the megacities and the large  
Indian cities. As on 20 April, ten cities of India had over half the coronavirus cases.
These cities comprised Mumbai, Delhi, Ahmedabad, Indore, Pune, Jaipur, Hyderabad, Chennai,  
Surat and Agra.

Post pandemic City Planning With social distancing likely to be the norm over the near future, we 
need to analyze how a city’s design impacts health, social mobility and disease control, among other 
things.
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Remedies for Urbanization
Urban centers of developing countries fi rst need to check the rural-urban migration. It needs rural 
development and the development of smaller town areas. The legal framework for town planning 
should be strictly enforced for better land use. Slum recreation, poverty eradication, house 
construction is to be done. Global help for capital and technology is needed for housing and job 
creation.
It needs a multidimensional approach.

Rapid Mass Transport (RMT) for a better transportation system. 
Reform of the urban water sector. 
Effi cient use of urban land – Scientifi c town planning & Sustainable development of urban  
planning needed.
Long term strategic urban planning with the overall regional planning perspective. 
The environmental sustainability of urban development. 
Investment in new urban infrastructure assets and maintenance of assets. 
Need to strengthen urban governance 
To strengthen the ‘soft infrastructure’ 
Improvements of urban utilities such as water and sewerage NUHM (National Urban Health  
Mission) for better urban public health.
Need to fulfi ll the basic needs of the urban poor. 
Migration needs to be regulated 
Smart city concept if implemented effectively 
Provision of Urban Amenities to Rural Areas (PURA) 
Population control  
Innovation needed to control pollution  and waste handling 
Rurbanization: Provide like urban facilities in rural areas or make rural areas smart is called  
rurbanization.

URBANIZATION RELATED IMPORTANT 
SCHEMES

Smart City Mission:

Objective
The objective of the smart city initiative is to promote sustainable and inclusive cities that provide core 
infrastructure to give a decent quality of life, a clean and sustainable environment through application 
of some smart solutions such as data-driven traffi c management, intelligent lighting systems, etc.
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The core infrastructure elements in a Smart City are as follows:
Adequate water supply           
Assured electricity supply 
Sanitation including solid  
waste management
Effi cient urban mobility and  
public transport
Affordable housing, especially  
for the poor
Robust IT connectivity and  
digitalisation
Good governance, especially  
e-governance and citizen 
participation
Sustainable environment 
Safety and security of  
citizens, particularly women, 
children and the elderly
Health and education 

The focus is on sustainable and 
inclusive development and the 
idea is to look at compact areas, create a replicable model to serve as a beacon to other aspiring 
cities.

Coverage
The mission will   cover 100 cities that have been distributed among the States /Union Territories 
(UT) on the basis of an equitable criteria. 
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The formula gives equal weightage (50:50) to urban population of the State/UT and the number  
of statutory towns (a town with a municipality, corporation, cantonment board or notifi ed town 
area committee) in the State/UT.

Strategy

Components of area-based development in the 100 Smart Cities. Mission in India comprise city 
improvement (retrofi tting), city renewal (redevelopment) and city extension (greenfi eld development), 
along with a pan-city initiative.

Area-based development that will transform existing areas, including slums, into better planned  
residential areas by retrofi tting and redevelopment, thereby improving habitability of the whole 
city
Greenfi eld projects that will develop new areas in the city to accommodate the expanding  
population in urban areas.

Pan-city development envisaging the application of select smart solutions to the existing city-wide 
infrastructure.

Challenges faced by Smart Cities in India

Challenges in Design:   The smart city concept implies an oversimplifi ed vision of technology. 
It is based on the belief that technology can solve any problem without fundamentally changing 
lifestyles.The combined funding from the union and state governments, as well as the urban local 
bodies, for all cities is less than Rs 1 lakh crore. This is a disproportionately small sum for the 
scale of ambition involved in a project to develop 100 Smart Cities. 
Implementation challenges:   Implementation has been weakest link of urban infrastructure 
projects. Nearly 54 per cent of such projects taken up in major cities under the Jawaharlal Nehru 
National Urban Renewal Mission (JNNURM) are yet to be completed. Same could be the fate with 
Smart Cities.
Smart cities function as special purpose vehicles   diverged from regular urban governance 
structures.
It can create islands of development rather than an inclusive all round development of the city. 
State and local governments   lack fi ne-grained data or the capability to analyse them in order 
to understand the evolving needs of their communities.
Although India’s Smart Cities Mission has identifi ed more than 20 priority areas, interventions  
by the respective agencies are weak.
The   Area Based Development approach – development of a sewage system somewhere or a web 
of roads in another city – will cover just about three per cent of the urban areas associated with 
these smart cities.
Urban local bodies   lack both technical and human capacity and professionalism.

Ease of Living Index:

The Ease of living Index is an assessment tool by the   Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs 
that evaluates the quality of life and the impact of various initiatives for urban development 
in the city.

It provides a comprehensive understanding of participating cities across India based on the   
quality of life, the economic ability of a city, and its sustainability and resilience. 
The Ease of living Index 2020 strengthens its scope by consolidating the framework with the 
addition of a Citizen Perception Survey in the index, holding a weightage of 30%. 
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Municipal Performance Index:
The Municipal Performance Index provides a granular understanding of a municipalities’  
functionalities and the extent of their development and capabilities.Through the index, 
citizens can better understand their local government administration, which in turn builds 
transparency and generates trust among key stakeholders.
The framework   covers 20 varied sectors including Education, Health, Water & Wastewater, 
SWM & Sanitation, Registration & Permits, Infrastructure, Revenue Management, 
Expenditure Management, Fiscal Responsibility, Fiscal Decentralisation, Digital Governance, 
Digital Access, Digital Literacy, Plan Preparation, Plan Implementation, Plan Enforcement, 
Transparency & Accountability, Human Resource, Participation and Effectiveness.

Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 2.0: Key Features

Over the next 5 years, the focus of SBM-U 2.0, launched on 1st October 2021 by Hon’ble Prime Minister, 
will be on sustaining the sanitation and solid waste management outcomes achieved and accelerating 
the momentum generated, thus achieving the Mission’s vision of a “Garbage Free” Urban India.

Objectives of Swachh Bharat Mission- Urban   
Eradication of open defecation in all statutory towns 
100% scientifi c management of municipal solid waste in all statutory towns 
Effecting behavior change through Jan Andolan 

Achievements of Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban
Access to sanitation facilities has been improved further through digital innovation such as   SBM 
Toilets on Google Maps.
Mission has prioritized the needs of women, transgender communities, and persons with  
disabilities (Divyangs)-E.g:-separate toilets for divyangs, separate toilets for women at every 
petroleum pumps.
Cities are progressing towards   Water+ certifi cation under the Water+ Protocol which focuses 
on treatment of wastewater and its optimum reuse.
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The active participation of 20 crore citizens (comprising over 50% of India’s urban population)  
in the program has successfully transformed the Mission into a people’s movement, a true Jan 
Andolan through massive IEC and behaviour change campaigns.
SwachhSurvekshan  , the world’s largest urban cleanliness survey covering over 4,000 Urban 
Local Bodies (ULBs) was initiated under SBM-Urban in 2016. The Survekshan framework has 
evolved with the years and has today become a unique management tool that accelerates ground 
level implementation to achieve sanitation outcomes

Aspirational District Program:

The Government of India has launched the ‘  Transformation of Aspirational Districts’ 
initiative in January, 2018 with a vision of a New India by 2022 where the focus is to improve 
India’s ranking under Human Development Index, raising living standards of its citizens 
and ensuring inclusive growth of all.  A total of 117 Aspirational districts have been identifi ed by 
NITI Aayog based upon composite indicators :
Health & Nutrition (30%) 
Education (30%) 
Agriculture & Water Resources (20%) 
Financial Inclusion & Skill Development (10%) 
Basic Infrastructure (10%) 

Impact of ADP
Decentralization of Development:   ADP focuses on outcomes, that enables local experimentation 
based on a fi rm appreciation of ground realities.
Inclusive approach:   The delta ranking of the Aspirational Districts combines the innovative use of 
data with pragmatic administration, keeping the district at the locus of inclusive development.
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Through ADP government seeks to uplift those districts which have shown relatively lesser  

progress in achieving key social outcomes.
Improved Implementation: S  purred by competition based on outcomes, local governments 
target their efforts and improve programme implementation and design.

For Example, Health outcomes in ADP saw an increase in registering pregnant women into  

the health system, institutional delivery of babies and anti-diarrheal treatment, etc.

Challenges Associated with ADP
ADP is affected by the issue pertaining to insuffi cient budgetary resources. 
ADP is implemented by multiple ministries which leads to a lack of coordination. 
Data High-quality administrative data is critical to improving programme implementation and  
design at the local level.
The Delta ranking itself is largely focused on assessing quantity (that is, coverage of access)  
rather than quality.

On-time delivery of textbooks in schools are part of the ranking index, However, textbook  

delivery may or may not be a problem in districts.
Also, the quality of education in India is in a dismal condition, as highlighted by the ASER  

report.

URBAN GOVERNANCE: INITIATIVES

Urban governance refers to how the government (local, regional and national) and stakeholders decide 
how to plan, fi nance and manage urban areas. It plays a critical role in shaping the physical and social 
character of urban regions;

Urban Governance Index
Published by:  The index has been published by Praja Foundation, a Mumbai-based think tank.
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Purpose:  The index ranks states to indicate where they stand in terms of real empowerment of 
grassroot democracy and local self government.
Topped by:   Odisha was ranked fi rst in the index followed by Maharashtra, Kerala, Madhya 
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh.

Eat Smart Cities Challenge And Transport 4 All Challenge
EatSmart Cities Challenge aims to motivate Smart Cities   to develop a plan that supports a 
healthy, safe and sustainable food environment.
It is envisioned as a competition among cities to recognize their efforts in adopting and scaling up  
various initiatives under Eat Right India
Transport 4 All Digital Innovation Challenge   aims to bring together cities, citizen groups, 
and startups to develop digital solutions that improve public transport to better serve the needs 
of all citizens

Electric Vehicles Initiative (EVI)
It is a   multi-governmental policy forum established in 2010 under the Clean Energy 
Ministerial (CEM).    Fifteen countries are currently participating in EVI including India, with 
IEA acting as the coordinator.
It works towards accelerating the introduction and adoption of electric vehicles worldwide. This  
includes campaigns and programmes like- EV30@30- to have at least 30% new electric vehicle 
sales by 2030.

Factors supporting EVs sale:

Supportive regulatory frameworks. 
Additional incentives to safeguard EV sales from the economic fl uctuations. 
Expanding number of EV models with continuous fall in battery cost.  
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5 major  barriers to its adoption:
 Zero Limitations of Charging Infrastructure. 
Current varieties do not satisfy the market demand. 
Initial Cost associated with EVs. 
Operational issues like long charging time. 
Uncertain/underdeveloped policy landscape. 

**********
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