
Current Affairs Compilation

16th September 2022

DAILY NEWS DECODINGDAILY NEWS DECODING

MOMENTUM IAS

Dr. Piyush Chaubey Piyush Kumar

Index:

1.  Civilisational Diplomacy

2.  Eastern Economic Forum

3.  Merger of political Parties

4.  Parliamentary Standing Committee

5.  Tripartite Agreement

6.  World Ozone Day



MOMENTUM IAS

Dr. Piyush Chaubey Piyush Kumar

16th September 2022

Daily News Decoding

GS Paper - II
Ÿ Chinese public opinion is increasingly 

impressed by PM Modi's astuteness in 

comprehending the complex geopolitical 

games being played in the international 

system.This view is also underlined by the 

realisation that India,unlike many other 

countries in the Global South,was able to 

leverage its neutrality to augment its 

pos i t ion  as  a  great  power  in  the 

international system while minimising the 

economic fallout due to Covid crisis.

Ÿ India's stance in Ukraine has generated 

a positive mood in China that in turn may 

help resolve the ongoing diplomatic 

i m p a s s e  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  A s i a n 

neighbours
Ÿ In addition to the favourable climate for 

increased diplomatic engagement within 
China,New Delhi seems to be pursuing 
a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y 
emanating from his clear understanding of 
the international arrangement of power and 
the emergence of a New India

Ÿ This independent foreign policy, which 
keeps diplomacy open to both Russia 
and China without compromising on 

n a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t  o r  t e r r i t o r i a l 
sovereignty is key to understanding his 
fireign policy choices.

Ÿ Russia and China are civilisational states 
and a complete weakening of either of them 
may complicate India's ability to resist 
external threats.India too is a civilizational 
state.

Ÿ The National Security Advisor said -“A 
n a t i o n  i s  b u i l t  b y  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e 
consciousness of the people who identify 
themselves as a unique entity—they take 
pride in their past and dream of a future 
together.”

Ÿ This civilisational-cultural nation has not 
only added to India's soft power, but has 
also become a meaningful tool to Indian 
diplomacy.

Ÿ PM Modi has been presenting the 
Bhagavad Gita to foreign heads of 
states. Moreover, whenever he goes to 
any foreign land, he ensures that the lost 
Indian heritage which has been either 
stolen or forcibly taken away is brought 
back to India. It includes many artefacts, 
s c u l p t u r e s  o f  d e i t i e s  a n d  o t h e r 
manifestations of art and culture.

Civilization Diplomacy
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Ÿ This civilisational-cultural diplomacy has helped in reviving the ancient cultural roots with 
Nepal, Japan and other South-East Asian countries. Wherever and whenever PM Modi is on 
a foreign tour, he always revives the common cultural values with that foreign land. Similarly, 
cultural centres of India are shown to the visiting foreign dignitaries with pride and confidence.
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Russia hosted the seventh Eastern Economic 
Forum (EEF) Vladivostok.The forum is a 
platform for entrepreneurs to expand their 
businesses into Russia's Far East (RFE).

What is the Eastern Economic Forum?
It was established in 2015 to encourage 
foreign investments in the RFE.

The EEF displays:

Ÿ Economic potential

Ÿ Suitable business conditions

Ÿ Investment opportunities in the region.

The agreements focus on:

Ÿ Infrastructure

Ÿ Transportation projects

Ÿ Mineral excavations

Ÿ Construction

Ÿ Industry

Ÿ Agriculture

Who are the major investors in the Forum?

Ÿ China:

Ø China is the biggest investor in the region 
as it sees potential in promoting the Belt 
and Road Initiative and the Polar Sea 
Route in the RFE.

Ø China's investments in the region account 
for 90% of the total investments.

Ø China is also looking to develop its 
Heilongjiang province which connects with 
the RFE.

Ÿ South Korea: It has invested in:

Ø Shipbuilding projects

Ø Manufacturing of electrical equipment

Ø Gas-liquefying plants

Ø Agricultural production and fisheries.

Eastern Economic Forum
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Ÿ Japan:It has identified eight areas of 
economic cooperation and pushed private 
businesses to invest in the development of 
the RFE.

Ÿ India:India is keen in:cooperation in 
e n e r g y, p h a r m a c e u t i c a l s , m a r i t i m e 
connectivity,healthcare,tourism,diamond 
industry,Arctic.In 2019, India also offered a 
$1 bi l l ion l ine of credit  to develop 
infrastructure in the region.

Aim of EEF:

Ÿ FDI: To increase the Foreign Direct 
Investments in the RFE.

Ÿ Rich resources: To harness rich natural 
resources such as fish, oil, natural gas, 
wood, diamonds and other minerals.

Ÿ Connect: The Russian government's aim of 
connecting Russia to the Asian trading 
route.

A balance between the EEF and the Indo
Pacific Economic Framework(IPEF):

Ÿ Investment in EEF: India has not shied 
away from investing in the Russia-initiated 
EEF despite the current international 
conditions.

Ÿ Acceptance to IPEF: India has given its 
confirmation and acceptance to three of the 
four pillars in the IPEF.

Importance of IPEF for India:

Ÿ Ideal opportunity for India to act in the 
region: without being part of the China-led 
Regional Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership or Comprehensive and 
Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific 
Partnership.

Ÿ Disengage from Supply Chains: It will help in 
disengaging from supply chains that are 
dependent on China and will also make it a 
part of the global supply chain network.

Ÿ New sources of raw materials and other 
essential products: It will further reduce 
India's reliance on China for raw materials.

Indo-Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF): 

Ÿ It was announced in 2021 to set regional 
standards for cooperation and to encourage 
regional economies to “decouple” from the 
Chinese market by leading them to 
alternative supply chains.
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Ÿ According to P.D.T. Achary, merger under 
the Tenth Schedule (anti-defection law) 
can take place only between two original 
political parties. There are two conditions 
that need to be fulfilled for a merger under 
the Tenth Schedule. 

Ø There should be a merger between two 
original political parties.

Ø Subsequently, 2/3rd of the members of 
that House belonging to that party should 
accept the merger. If 2/3rd of the 
members do not accept it, then the merger 
doesn't happen as per the law.

Ÿ According to Achary, the anti-defection law 
basically aims at protecting the party 
system and not just at curbing defection.

Ÿ However, Faizan Mustafa disagreed with 
the above position and questioned the 
concept of merger between two original 
parties. According to him, this would mean 
that the legislative party will not have any 
right to merge with anybody in any state.

 
Ø He re fer red  to  the  defini t ion of 

'Legislature Party' under the Tenth 
Schedule, which is defined as a 'group 
consisting of all the members of that 
House'.

Ø According to him, the merger has to be 
seen “locally” and not at the national 
level. Mustafa also pointed out that 
nowhere does the Tenth Schedule talk 
about how a 'national party' should 
split or a 'regional party' should split.

Merger of Political Parties
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About Parliamentary Standing Committee

Ÿ Parliament has 24 Department Related 
Parliamentary Standing Committees 
(DRSC),comprising members of the 
Parliament of both the Lok Sabha and the 
Rajya Sabha in the ratio 2:1 which are duly 
constituted  by the Speaker of the Lok 
Sabha and the each DRSC now has 31 
members — 21 from Lok Sabha and 10 
from Rajya Sabha, to be nominated by Lok 
Sabha Speaker and Rajya Sabha 
chairman, respectively.

Ÿ They are appointed for a maximum period 
of one year and the committees are 
reconstituted every year cutting across 
party lines.

Ÿ Of the Rajya Sabha.It is not obligatory for 
the government to agree to refer each Bill to 
the DRSC.

Ÿ The committee meetings are in camera 
and therefore the meetings are held in a 
comparatively congenial atmosphere of 
bonhomie and cordiality than they would be 
in Parliament.

Ÿ The deliberation in these committees 
mostly add value to the content of the 
legislation .As in most of these committees, 
the government has a majority and the 
final decision is always by the process of 
majority voting.

Ÿ The percentage of bills referred to 
Parliamentary Committees has witnessed 
a decline from 71% in the 15th Lok Sabha 
to 27% in the 16th Lok Sabha, and to only 
around 13% since 2019.

Issues contributing to the decline in 
performance:

Ÿ The hasty passage of bills has meant that 
many bills are not sent to PSC for 
discussion and debate.

Ÿ Lack of expert discussion in PSCs and 
politicisation of discussion has reduced 
their effectiveness.

Ÿ The work of PSCs is often considered as 
additional and not essential to the 
legislative process and given lower 
importance.

Parliamentary Standing Committee
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Ÿ However, discussions in PSCs have contributed to important amendments like Insolvency & 
Bankruptcy Code, Motor Vehicles Act 2020, etc.

Measures required to tackle the issue:

Ÿ Mandatory provision to send bills to PSC for scrutiny and debate.

Ÿ The PSCs must have experts associated from outside to provide unbiased and technical 
suggestions.

Ÿ Depoliticisation of PSCs, it should become a platform for apolitical discussions.
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Ÿ Centre ,Assam Government and armed tribal groups in Assam -signed a tripartite agreement to 

bring these tribal groups into the mainstream and give them political and economic rights.

Ÿ Almost 93 percent of all promises made in various agreements have been implemented .All these 

agreements have established peace in various regions of the Northeast

Ÿ This agreement is intended to not just protect but strengthen your social,cultural, linguistic and 

community based identity.

Tripartite Agreement
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Ÿ T h i s  2 0 2 2 m a r k s  t h e  3 5 t h  y e a r  o f 

implementation of the Montreal Protocol, 

UN is observing Ozone Day with the theme 

"Montreal Protocol@35" and the worldwide 

collaboration safeguarding life on earth is the 

topic for this year's World Ozone Day.

Ÿ The Ozone layer protects the planet from 

Ultraviolet (UV) rays of the sun. Ozone is 

made up of three atoms of oxygen. It is a highly 

reactive gas and is represented by O3. It 

occurs naturally as well as a man-made 

product in the Earth's upper atmosphere i.e. 

stratosphere and lower atmosphere i.e. 

troposphere. The Ozone layer is present in 

Earth's atmosphere (15-35km above Earth) in 

the lower portion of the stratosphere and 

has relatively high concentrations of ozone 

(O3).  

Ÿ The main cause of ozone depletion and the 

ozone hole is manufactured chemicals, 

espec ia l l y  manufac tu red  ha locarbon 

refrigerants, solvents, propellants, and foam- 

blowing agents (chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs), 

HCFCs, halons).

Vienna Convention for the Protection of the 

Ozone Layer

Ÿ The scientific confirmation of the depletion of 

the ozone layer prompted the international 

community to establish a mechanism for 

cooperation to take action to protect the ozone 

layer. 

Ÿ This was formalised in the Vienna Convention 

for the Protection of the Ozone Layer, which 

was adopted and signed by 28 countries, on 22 

March 1985. In September 1987, this led to the 

draft ing of  The Montreal  Protocol  on 

Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer.

Ÿ

About Montreal Protocol

Ÿ The Montreal Protocol, signed on September 

16, 1987, is an international treaty planned to 

protect the ozone layer by reducing the 

production of substances that are responsible 

for ozone layer depletion.

Ÿ The Montreal Protocol phases down the 

consumption and production of the different 

ozone depleting substances (ODS) in a 

stepwise manner, with different timetables for 

developed and developing countries.

World Ozone Day
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Ÿ Under this treaty, all parties have specific 

responsibilities related to the phase out of the 

different groups of ODS, control of ODS trade, 

annual reporting of data, national licensing 

systems to control ODS imports and exports, 

and other matters

Kigali Amendment

Ÿ The Parties to the Montreal Protocol on 

Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer 

reached agreement at their 28th Meeting of the 

Parties on 15 October 2016 in Kigali, Rwanda 

to phase-down hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs).

World Ozone Day
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**********

How will the merger of political parties threaten the Democratic
fabric in India?Give suitable examples to support your answer.

1.

2.

3.

What are parliamentary standing committees. Crtically analyse
their functioning in the Democratic framework of the country.

Discuss relevance of EEF(Eastern Economic Forum) to India.
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