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Observations:
The National Coastal Zone Management Authority (NCZMA) was   constituted by the 
Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change.
It is an ad-hoc body for   protecting the coastal environment. 
CAG noted that NCZMA has   failed to carry out its functions due to an ad-hoc status 
and manpower constraints.
Certain projects related to coastal areas were approved in spite of inadequacies in the  
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) reports.
There were   data quality issues with respect to SDG indicators. 
Most coastal states had not come up with   localized indicators based on their 
development priorities and data requirements.
State governments did not prepare management plans   for vulnerable ecosystems 
such as coral reefs and turtle nesting sites. 
Monitoring a project after its approval is essential   in verifying the outcomes of the 
implemented mitigation measures.
State governments did not prepare management plans for vulnerable ecosystems such  
as coral reefs and turtle nesting sites. 

Key Issues:
Preparation of EIA reports by non-accredited consultants. 
Use of outdated baseline data. 
Insuffi  cient analysis of environmental impact in EIA.  
Non-verifi cation of information provided by private consultants.  
Defi ciencies in public hearings (where people express their concerns about the  
environmental impact of the project).
Process of granting project clearance could not ensure fully that proposed projects  
would not have an adverse impact on the coastal ecology.
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Recommendations:
CAG recommended that the   NCZMA and State Coastal Zone Management Authorities 
(SCZMAs) be made permanent bodies with full-time members. 
The Ministry should ensure   in-depth ecological evaluation of projects by project 
proponents before granting them clearances.
The Ministry should revisit the roles and composition of agencies to strengthen the  
post-clearance monitoring process.
Localization of indicators be prioritized   in all stakeholder states.
State governments to prepare management plans   for protection of vulnerable 
ecosystems.

**********
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Observations:
Demand for coal grew by 3% between 2014-15 and 2021-22  , and is further expected 
to grow by 4-5% in 2022-23.
The production of prime coking coal is also limited  , which makes coking coal and 
prime coking coal non-substitutable.
Metallurgical industries  , particularly the iron and steel industries, are dependent on 
imports of high-quality coking coal.
Auctioning of commercial mining on a revenue-sharing basis  , which began in June 
2020, is a positive development since it takes place on liberal terms and since participants 
may avail incentives for coal liquefaction and gasifi cation.
Mechanization of mining   has contributed to both safety and productivity. 
In light of high coal prices, coal companies have taken measures to contain the rise.  
These include using more recent technology in mining and transportation such as using 
earth movers for excavation and conveyor systems for haulage.

Steps Taken to Reduce Import of Coal:
Increasing the minimum assured level of supply to consumers   from 75% of the 
Annual Contracted Quantity to 80%.
Enabling fl exibility in the transportation of coal to consumers   between road and rail 
transport.
Enabling coal consumers to purchase coal   through letters of credit.

Recommendations:
The Ministry of Mines should auction more mines   on a revenue sharing basis to 
encourage public or private players to enter.
Further mechanization of mining processes should be done   with the public sector at 
the forefront, if there is lacuna observed in private sector participation. 

IMPORT OF COAL
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Central government should rationalize railway freight charges   and port handling 
charges to ensure lower coal prices to plants and consumers in the southern and western 
parts of the country.
The Ministry of Coal and CIL continue to explore the possibility of acquiring coal  
mines in other countries to reduce import dependence.

**********
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Observation:
Against a target of installing 5,000 CBG plants by 2023-24, only 40 plants have been set  
up so far. 
CBG plants need various approvals from the Centre, states, and local administration  . 
Multiple agencies involved in granting clearances and permissions have delayed 
implementation of the scheme.
The   Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) implemented a Central 
Financial Assistance scheme for extending support to new and renewable energy 
projects including CBG projects, which got discontinued from 2021.
CBG plants have a   very low internal rate of return.
The availability of feedstocks to produce CBG is varied  . While municipal solid waste 
and sugarcane press mud are available for most of the year, agriculture residue is 
available for only a couple of months in a year. 

Recommendations:
The   Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas (MoPNG) should approach the scheme 
as an initiative to produce natural gas domestically and in a green and clean form, 
instead of the current approach of a waste to energy initiative. 
MoPNG can consider issuing blanket approvals   with annual or semiannual 
reconciliation mechanisms. 
An Infrastructure Approvals Committee at the state/district level   can also fast track 
clearances. 
MoPNG should develop a single-window mechanism   to expedite approvals and 
clearances.
Reintroduction of the Central Financial Assistance scheme   by the Ministry of New 
and Renewable Energy should be done.
Generation-based incentives should be formulated instead of capex-based  
incentives for CBG plants. This would provide incentives for producing gas and keeping 
the plants operational instead of only setting it up.

COMPRESSED BIOGAS SUSTAINABLE 
ALTERNATIVE TOWARDS AFFORDABLE 

TRANSPORTATION
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Creating a Bio Fuel Infrastructure Fund   under MoPNG for development of the 
sector.
Pricing of CBG should account for the costs of various types of feed stocks  . MoPNG 
should issue guidelines for fi xing the appropriate market price for CBG. This would 
ensure viability of CBG plants, help in price discovery, and promote long-term investment 
plans.
MoPNG should focus on municipal solid waste and sugar press mud   as preferred 
feedstock for setting up CBG plants.
CBG plants must be synchronized with the National Gas Grid.  
MoPNG and MNRE should formulate a mechanism   to assess the carbon footprint 
had CBG plants not processed the waste materials.

**********
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Observation:
The   Committee observed that no clear policy on diaspora is in place, despite their 
socio-economic contributions to the development of the country. 
The   Ministry of External Aff airs does not have updated data on the Indian diaspora, 
as registration with Indian Embassies is voluntary.  In the absence of such a database, 
welfare schemes may not be implemented properly.
The   Committee observed that the Emigration Management Bill, 2022 has been 
under consultation and vetting for a long time. It seeks to establish an emigration 
framework, liberalize clearances, and strengthen welfare for overseas migrants.
Several portals such as e-Migrate, and the Centralised Public Grievance Redressal  
and Monitoring System (CPGRAMS) are in place to resolve the grievances of Indian 
nationals abroad. 
There is a need for a rehabilitation scheme to ensure livelihood security   for workers 
who lost their jobs or were unable to return to their place of employment.
International labor market has now become demand driven  , compared to the earlier 
supply driven system.   With new labor markets emerging in East-Asian countries such as 
Japan, Korea, and Taiwan, the skilling of potential migrant workers is a challenge.
There is an increasing case of women being deserted in NRI marriages  .

Recommendations:
Indian Embassies encourage the diaspora to register themselves  , which would allow 
the Ministry to eff ectively implement welfare schemes.
The Ministry of External Aff airs should draft a clear policy document on the diaspora  
which would serve as a guiding principle for engagement with the community.
Implementing a scheme   to establish overseas centers to help distressed NRI women. 
Enactment of   The Registration of Marriage of Non-Resident Indian Bill, 2019 for the 
benefi t of NRI women.

WELFARE OF INDIAN DIASPORA: POLICIES 
AND SCHEMES

GS Paper - II
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The Ministry of External Aff airs should ensure that Indian private medical institutions  
enroll returnee students from Ukraine by granting a one-time exemption.  With respect 
to Indian students enrolled in medical colleges in China, concerned students should be 
allowed to complete the remaining part of their internship in India.
Improving the quality of domestic skills and standardizing curricula across the  
country to ensure that migrant workers are able to go abroad and secure employment 
with better wages.
The Ministry of External Aff airs should draft a comprehensive rehabilitation scheme  
in coordination with the concerned Ministries, Departments, state governments, and 
stakeholders to restore the economic security of workers who came back to India due 
to COVID-19 pandemic.

**********



9

MOMENTUM IAS https://momentumias.com

Observation:
The   National Education Policy (NEP), 2020 provides for the creation of HECI as the 
principal regulator for higher education. 
The Committee observed that a Bill to provide for HECI is under drafting stage. 
The term ‘deemed university’ creates confusion in foreign countries   as there is no 
such concept in many countries.
State universities face issues in conducting examinations  . These issues include:

Question paper leak 

Rampant cases of copying 

Student-examiner nexus. 

Shortage of adequate and qualifi ed faculty in higher education institutes.  
Many young students do not choose teaching as a profession   as the recruitment 
process is prolonged with several procedural formalities. 
There is a trend of many colleges associating with coaching classes   to prepare their 
enrolled students. 
There is a need to examine issues of National Board of Accreditation and National  
Assessment and Accreditation Council through a compilation of feedback from higher 
education institutions. 

Recommendations:
Instead of having several parallel regulatory authorities for higher education  , a 
simplifi ed hierarchy of regulatory bodies having the fi nal say in implementation of rules/
regulations/act should be constituted
The central government should consider allowing deemed universities   to use the 
term ‘university’ by amending the UGC Act, 1956. Under the Act no institution, other 
than a university established or incorporated by a central Act, a provincial Act, or a state 
Act can use the word ‘university’ 

HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS
Prelims & GS Paper - II & III
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Adoption of digitization of the examination process   may be incentivized. 
An experiment should be conducted of providing humanities courses in technology  
institutions and assess its impact on the academic climate of the institution.
Formulate a National Research Policy   for social and physical sciences with defi ned 
norms and quantifi able parameters. Identifi ed national development needs in diff erent 
fi elds should be given high priority. There is a need for sincere eff orts that are required 
to attract and retain faculty with good research skills. 
The Department of Higher Education should consider reforms   to shorten the 
recruitment process. 
The Department of Higher Education/University Grants Commission (UGC)   and 
universities to collectively review partnerships between academia and the industry. 
Such partnerships would help mitigate the shortage of skilled workforce. 
Collaboration between the industry and higher educational institutions   would help 
students develop entrepreneurship skills and provide hands-on experience.

**********


