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 The fifth summit of the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic 

Cooperation (BIMSTEC) was hosted virtually by Sri Lanka. 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi: “Recent developments in Europe have raised 

question marks over the stability of the international order… In this context, it has 

become important to make BIMSTEC regional cooperation more active… Regional 

security is very important now.” 

 It was time to make the Bay of Bengal a “bridge of connectivity, prosperity and 

security”, the Prime Minister said. 

 BIMSTEC includes countries of the Bay of Bengal region, and seeks to act as a bridge 

between South and Southeast Asia.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Constantino Xavier’s Analysis  
 Bangladesh views BIMSTEC as a platform to position itself as more than just a small 

state on the Bay of Bengal. 

 Sri Lanka sees it as an opportunity to connect with Southeast Asia and serve as the 

subcontinent’s hub for the wider Indo-Pacific region. 

 Nepal and Bhutan aim to connect with the Bay of Bengal region and escape their 

landlocked geographic positions. 

 For Myanmar and Thailand, “connecting more deeply with India…would allow them 

to access a rising consumer market and, at the same time, balance Beijing and 

develop an alternative to China’s massive inroads into Southeast Asia”, Xavier 

wrote. 

 For India, PM had said BIMSTEC not only connects South and Southeast Asia, but 

also the ecologies of the Great Himalayas and the Bay of Bengal. “For India, it is a 

natural platform to fulfil our key foreign policy priorities of ‘Neighbourhood First’ 

and ‘Act East’,” he had said. 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Answer Writing Value Addition :Outcomes of 5th Summit 

of BIMSTEC 

 

 All observations of scholar to be directly included in Answers for Questions on 

Achievements and Relevance of BIMSTEC , as an organization and as a tool 

for Indian Foreign Policy’s Act East or Neighbourhood First Agenda. 

 Xavier’s Analysis is very instrumental in analysing how BIMSTEC is 

perceived by Member States and what are their specific expectations from the 

organization and also other South Asian States also have specific preferences 

for BIMSTEC over SAARC. 

 

 What are the Key Highlights of the Summit? 

 To be incorporated directly into answers if the Summit Specific Question is 

asked either in GS-II or PSIR 

 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/everyday-explainers/explained-what-is-bimstec-the-bay-of-bengal-grouping-of-nations-7847302/
https://indianexpress.com/about/narendra-modi/
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 BIMSTEC Charter: The signing of the BIMSTEC Charter was the main outcome of this 

summit. Under this Charter, the members were expected to meet once every two years.  It 

has a formally listed purpose and principles that it is going to adhere to. 

 In line with the development of the organisation into a formal structure, the leaders of 

the member-countries have agreed to divide the working of the grouping into 

seven segments, with India providing leadership to the security pillar. 

 Master Plan for Transport Connectivity: that would provide a framework for regional 

and domestic connectivity. 

 Other Agreements: Member countries also signed a treaty on mutual legal assistance on 

criminal matters. 

 A Memorandum of Association (MoA) on the establishment of BIMSTEC Technology 

Transfer Facility (TTF) in Colombo, Sri Lanka. 

 India will provide the (BIMSTEC) secretariat USD 1 million US dollars to increase 

its operational budget. 
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 Nearly 40 years after India first signed the Antarctic Treaty, the government has brought 

in a draft Indian Antarctic Bill, 2020.  

 The draft bill is the first domestic legislation with regard to Antarctica in India. 

 While India has been sending expeditions to Antarctica for the past 40 years, these 

expeditions have been circumscribed by international law. The Bill now puts into place a 

comprehensive list of regulations related to Antarctica, for such scientific 

expeditions, as well as for individuals, companies and tourists. 

 The Ministry has explained that it expects activity in Antarctica to increase in the coming 

years, making the enforcement of a domestic set of protocols essential. A domestic 

legislation will further provide more validity to the Antarctic Treaty, and subsequent 

protocols, of which India is a signatory. 

 The most significant part of the Bill is extending the jurisdiction of Indian courts 

to Antarctica, for crimes on the continent by Indian citizens, or foreign citizens 

who are a part of Indian expeditions. So far there was no recourse for crimes 

committed during an expedition, including crimes against the environment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The Bill introduces an elaborate permit system for any expedition or individual 

who wishes to visit the continent. These permits will be issued by a Committee that will 

be set up by the government.  

 The permits can be cancelled by the Committee if deficiencies are found or activities in 

contravention of the law are detected. 

 While India does not carry out commercial fishing in the area, since every 

country has an allotted quota, the Bill now provides for this activity. However, 

strict guidelines are in place in accordance with international law. 

 The Bill now enables Indian tour operators to operate in Antarctica, although, like for 

commercial fishing, this is circumscribed by strict regulations. 

 The Bill further enlists elaborate standards for environmental protection as well as waste 

management. 

2. Answer Writing Value Addition: The Indian Antarctic 

Bill 

 

 Why is the bill being considered? 

 The below paragraph explains the need for such a bill. Students can also 

use this bill as an example of India’s expanding focus on Global Commons 

such as High Seas, Outer Space, Arctic and Antarctic.  

 

 What are the main provisions of the proposed Bill? 

 The below paragraph explains the key provisions of the Bill. While there is 

less chance that a bill specific question would be asked in PSIR, the same 

holds importance for GS-II. 

 One also has to know what all activities are prohibited under the bill and 

what the exceptions to the same. 
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What are the prohibitions? 

 The Bill prohibits drilling, dredging, excavation or collection of mineral resources or even 

doing anything to identify where such mineral deposits occur — the only exception is for 

scientific research with a granted permit. 

 Damaging of native plants, flying or landing helicopters or operating vessels that could 

disturb birds and seals, using firearms that could disturb the birds and animals, remove 

soil or any biological material native to Antarctica, engage in any activity that could 

adversely change the habitat of birds and animals, kill, injure or capture any bird or animal 

have been strictly prohibited. 

 The introduction of animals, birds, plants or microscopic organisms that are not native to 

Antarctica are also prohibited. Extraction of species for scientific research needs to be done 

through a permit. The central government can also appoint an officer to carry out 

inspections. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Colonel James C. Bliss (New Zealand Army):China’s “behaviour in the South China 

Sea gives cause for concern for Antarctic nations who fear that China’s rapid 

station building on the continent and increasing presence in the Convergence will 

continue the same path, challenging other nations to defy it.”  

 Donald Rothwell, Australian National University College of Law scholar: China 

and Russia might “seek to maintain and even increase their Antarctic activities, 

especially if traditional Antarctic states begin to scale back their activities on the 

continent.” 

 General Charles Q. Brown Jr., Commander of US Pacific Air Forces: Antarctic 

competition will soon resemble the United States’ rivalry with China and Russia in 

the North Pole.  

 Sulagna Chattopadhyay: It is time India engaged more seriously with the world 

over the Antarctic. India can comfortably negotiate with the United States and Russia on 

a range of issues concerning both the Arctic and Antarctica. However, the China factor is 

something that worries New Delhi, given Beijing’s proclaimed commitment to the 

Polar Silk Road and Maritime Silk Road.  

  

 Comments in bold are to be directly included in your answers. 

 The comments can be used not only for questions which are specific to 

Antarctica but also in Questions which pertain to the global nature of US-

China rivalry or India-China rivalry.  

 

Scholarly Analysis and Observations 
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The latest IPCC report, which is the third and final part of its Sixth Assessment Report has 

stated that unless the global greenhouse gas emissions peaks by 2025, just three years from 

now, and is cut by at least 43 per cent from current levels by 2030, the 1.5 degree target cannot 

be achieved. 

 That is a tough ask, considering that global emissions are still showing an increasing trend. 

Greenhouse gas emissions in 2019 are about 12 per cent higher than in 2010. 

 But the important thing is that it is not an impossible task. Far from it, in fact. The latest 

IPCC report emphasises that strengthening of climate action to keep alive the 1.5 degree 

target was not just possible, but, to a large extent, also feasible and affordable. 

 

1.5 degree target will likely be breached 

 Global average temperatures have already risen about 1.1 degree Celsius from pre-

industrial times. 

 The 1.5 degree Celsius threshold would most likely be breached, even in the best case 

scenario.  

 In fact, the likelihood of achieving the 1.5 degree target is now even lower than in 2018 

when the IPCC had come out with a special report on the feasibility of keeping global rise in 

temperatures to within 1.5  

But as climate change experts point out, the 1.5 degree, or 2 degree, Celsius 

thresholds are arbitrary targets. It is not as if 1.5 degree Celsius temperature rise is 

safe but 1.6 degree is not. 

Navroz Dubash, Professor at Delhi-based Centre for Policy Research and one of the lead 

authors of the latest IPCC report says: 

“The impacts of rising temperatures are cascading in nature. So, higher the 

temperature rise, worse are the impacts. That means a 1.5 degree target is better than 

1.6 degree, and that is better than 1.7 degree, and so on. The lower we are able to 

3. Answer Writing Value Addition: Latest Climate Report 

by Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 

 Why is the latest report relevant?  

 Questions pertaining to Global Concerns: Environment and Climate Change 

need to have factual information related to targets and their extent of 

achievement. 

 The Data provided in this article based on the latest IPCC report has and 

their extent of achievement. 

 The Data provided in this article based on the latest IPCC report has to be 

invariably incorporated in the answers pertaining to Questions on Climate 

Change and its associated politics. 

 The same data can also be used for Essay and GS-II Questions and for 

Questions from Environment Section of GS-III Paper. 
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restrict the temperature rise to, the better it is for the world. So the idea is to make 

every effort to keep it as low as we possibly can.” 

The climate actions that are currently promised would result in a world that would 

be about 3.2 degree Celsius warmer than pre-industrial times, and that is not a 

comfortable scenario at all. 

The situation already is so grim that, even after substantial reductions in emissions, human 

beings would have to rely on futuristic carbon dioxide removal (CDR) technologies to 

bring down the temperatures.  

 

 

 

 

Have we run out of all options? 

 Importantly, the new IPCC report points out that nearly half the world’s current 

emissions can be cut by 2030 using only technologies that cost less than US$100 to 

reduce one tonne of carbon dioxide equivalent. Examples of such technologies include 

large scale deployment of renewables like solar or wind energy, carbon sequestration in soil, 

reduction in deforestation and improvement of energy efficiency.  

 And, 25 per cent of the current emissions can be reduced using technologies that 

cost less than US$ 20 per tonne of CO2. Such technologies include the shift to electric 

vehicles, lifestyle changes like adoption of cycles instead of motorized vehicles, and large 

scale use of public transport. 

 The IPCC also notes the dramatic reduction in costs of some of these technologies in the last 

few years. The cost of solar energy or lithium ion batteries, for example, has come 

down by nearly 85 per cent, while the cost of wind power has reduced by 55 per 

cent since 2010. Large scale adoption of these options can result in a significant reduction 

in current emissions. 

 The IPCC report says that coal would need to be given up entirely by the year 

2050, while the use of oil and gas need to be reduced by at least 60 and 70 per cent 

respectively. 

 

 

 

 

 

 The below content can be used extensively for concluding the answers. 

 Factual Information based suggestions are very crucial in answering 

questions related to Climate Change Politics especially where one has to 

justify the need for global concerted efforts. 

 Factual Data provided in bold is to be directly added to the answers. 

 

 Comments in bold are to be directly included in your answers. 

 The comments can be used not only for questions which are specific to Global 

Concern but also for Questions related to what India has been doing in the 

domain.  
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 Sunita Narain: India has taken important action at a time when the world is 

seeing less action on climate change. 

 Sayed Munir Khasru in “A climate change narrative that India can steer” article: 

India has the ability to improve its global positioning by leading a favourable climate goal 

aspiration for the world to follow. The country has the opportunity to not only save 

itself from further climate disasters but also be a leader in the path to climate 

change prevention. 

 Justice Mishra: National Human Rights Commission Chairman Justice Arun Mishra 

called on developed economies to “shoulder more responsibility for checking climate 

change without passing the burden of sacrifices only on the developing economies”. 

 Aniruddh Mohan in “From Rio to Paris: India in global climate politics” (IMPORTANT) 

India has transitioned from a protest voice on the fringes of global climate policy 

to one that is actively shaping international efforts to combat climate change. 

Shifts in India’s climate change negotiation stance in the past decade have been a 

part of its overall foreign policy adjustments in favour of greater responsibility in 

management of the global commons. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scholarly Analysis and Observations 

 

Aniruddh Mohan’s Observations are especially of importance in Questions which 

specifically pertain to India’s climate change related politics at global level. The 

comment can be used as an introduction or as a conclusion to provide an overall 

summary of the same. 
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 India has been one of the largest contributors to United Nations peace operations since the 

1950s. Despite this, there has been little debate in the Indian strategic and academic 

communities about the country’s political commitment to international peace operations.  

 It is unacceptable that India, with a population of 1.2 billion, a $2 trillion economy, the 

third largest country in terms of purchasing power parity, a nuclear weapons power with 

the third largest standing army in the world, and a major contributor to the UN’s 

peacekeeping missions, is not a member of the UNSC—that too when economically and 

morally exhausted nations like France and UK remain on the council. India has already 

been a non-permanent member of the Council for 8 times and has gathered sufficient and 

more experience in peace keeping as compared to any of the existing permanent members. 

 With 8,132 soldiers on UN missions, India is the third largest contributor of 

peacekeeping forces, after Bangladesh and Pakistan. It has suffered the highest 

casualties in UN peacekeeping operations, with an estimated 157 Indian soldiers 

being killed since 1950. Not to mention the massive economic costs incurred in such 

missions. The move for a bigger role in deciding UN peacekeeping mandates is seen as part 

of the bigger push by India for a permanent seat at the Security Council. 

 In the past few months, India has taken up the issue of “changing mandates” and a lack 

of consultation by the Security Council that appoints the missions. In particular, India had 

objected after the killing of three Indian peacekeepers, or “blue helmets,” in South Sudan 

when rebels attacked their base, while 39 have been killed on peacekeeping duty in the 

Congo. 

 At the U.N. General Assembly this year, India had called for a greater role in the decision 

making about peacekeeping operations, especially in areas of internal political conflict. 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Answer Writing Value Addition: India’s Claim to UNSC 

Seat & role played by Indian Peacekeeping Initiatives at UN 

Bill 

 
 The below paragraph provides a critical data related to Indian contribution 

in Peacekeeping initiatives at UN which has to be included in any answer on 

the topic. 

 Along with proving India’s exemplary track record at UN Peacekeeping, the 

same data coupled with summary of arguments as to why India deserves seat 

at UNSC should form the core analysis for questions which would link the 

two concepts. 

 Also the same factual data can be quoted to show how much India has 

contributed to Global Peace and Security and yet how the response and 

reward received has been far short of expectations and why India should not 

continue to invest more diplomatic and strategic capital in this direction. 

 

 The two paragraphs provide arguments both for and against arguments on 

whether India’s long standing commitments to UN mandated Peacekeeping has 

actually consolidated India claim in the UNSC for permanent membership. 

Content in bold can be directly included in the answer. 

 In such questions, focus should be on multiplicity of arguments rather than in 

depth analysis of any one aspect. 
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Has this Sacrifice on part of India Consolidated India’s claim in the 

UNSC for permanent membership? 

Pro – Arguments: 

 India’s unsurpassed role in peace keeping shows its intent and commitment to world peace, 

even at the cost of the lives of its own soldiers. Compared to the existing permanent 

members in the Security Council, India has sacrificed more in terms of men and 

material thereby validating its rightful claim to a permanent seat. 

 The Indian contribution shows its unwavering faith in the principles and goals of 

United Nations , an essential prerequisite for a Permanent member of the Security 

Council which continues to be a victim of impasse and flagrant violations by members like 

Russia, USA and China when it comes to protecting their own interests. 

 Our contribution reaffirms our faith in the doctrine of Collective security and our belief in 

the ideal of cooperation against common threats to the world community. 

 Most of the missions have been conducted in the African region, a region 

thoroughly neglected by the P5 in terms of security and peace while they 

continue to provide more than necessary intervention in the Middle East. At the 

same time, Indian efforts have illustrated that it gives primal importance to world most 

economically backward region which continues to face internal as well as external conflict 

as well state and non-state sponsored human right violations. 

 India’s extensive experience gained over numerous years and missions equips it 

fully to tackle any crisis or challenge in future while functioning as a permanent 

Security Council member. 

 

Anti- Arguments 

 In spite of massive commitment of India to the peacekeeping operations in the 

African region, hardly any concrete support has come for it claim in the UNSC. 

 The Reform process at UN is moving at a snail’s pace and has hit major roadblocks in form 

of opposition by China and UFC group. India should focus on handling these 

challenges diplomatically instead of wasting valuable resources and sacrificing 

well trained troops for nations which hardly reciprocate India’s efforts at Global 

forums. 

 Pakistan is world largest contributor in peace keeping operations although its causalities 

are far less than India, and its continued opposition to Indian claim dilutes our 

peacekeeping mission value in terms of furthering our cause at UNSC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The below paragraph is extremely useful when it comes to CRITICALLY 

EXAMINING India’s approach and claim to a UNSC seat. The arguments in 

bold are to be directly incorporated in your answers. 

 Arguments providing a general critique of India’s obsession with UNSC seat 

needs to be supported by arguments showing why the UN peacekeeping route 

has failed to provide any tangible benefits to India and it’s high time we 

adopted another approach if not all together shifting our attention to other 

priorities than an UNSC seat. 
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Why India should not invest more political capital for UNSC membership? 

 Even as the UN’s failures have become self-evident over the years, Indian political elites 

continue to view it as an almost indispensable actor in global politics that needs substantial 

Indian diplomatic investment. While this fascination with a moribund institution 

may not have had any cost in the past when India was on the periphery of global 

politics, a rising India of today cannot afford to cling on to that same old 

worldview. Yet India continues to expend its precious diplomatic capital on 

pursuing permanent membership in the Security Council. 

 India’s experience with the UN has historically been underwhelming, to put it mildly. 

Indian national interests have suffered whenever the nation has looked to the UN for 

support. As the Nehruvian idealism has gradually been replaced by a more confident 

assertion of Indian national interests, it is time for India to make a more forceful 

dissociation from the mechanical modalities of the UN. 

 Too much of a UN-fixation is not good for the health of any nation, much less for a rising 

power like India. Indian interests today are global and ever-expanding. And the Indian 

government should have the self-confidence to declare that these interests will be 

protected and enhanced, irrespective of the priorities of other external actors. 

The Indian government is the only legitimate constitutional authority to decide when and 

how to use its instruments of power. And by and large there is only one criterion that it 

should use: preservation of vital Indian interests. 

 The UN is an international organization that was established in the aftermath of World 

War II and so reflects the distribution of power of that era. The Security Council, where 

the real power lies, has five permanent members with veto powers who use the 

organization to further their own interests. The General Assembly, for all its 

pretensions, remains a mere talking shop. The state of affairs in the UN is so pathetic 

that apart from some of its technical bodies, the rest of the organization is a farce. The UN 

Human Rights Council has had members like Sudan, Zimbabwe, China, and Saudi Arabia: 

all with horrendous human rights credentials.  

 Indian leadership continues to give the impression that the role it sees for India in global 

security is not shaped by its own assessment of its interests and values, but by the 

judgements of global institutions like the UN. No major power takes UN Peacekeeping 

Operations seriously. Yet India continues to be one of the largest contributors to 

these peacekeeping contingents, sending nearly 180,000 peacekeepers to 44 

missions over the years. Indian forces working for the UN have suffered more 

casualties than any other nation. Indian policymakers argue that this is being done not 

for any strategic gain but in the service of global ideals – “strengthening the world-body, 

and international peace and security.”  

 There was always a calculation that being a leader in UN Peacekeeping would help India in 

its drive towards the permanent membership of the Security Council. But what has India 

achieved in reality? Despite its involvement in numerous peacekeeping operations 

in Africa for decades, the African states refused to support India’s candidature. 

Given China’s growing economic and military hold over Africa, the states in the region were 

merely pursuing their own interests. India’s candidature for permanent membership on the 

Security Council will be taken seriously only when India becomes an economic and military 

power of global reckoning, able to protect and enhance its interests unilaterally. 
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 UN General Assembly adopted a resolution calling for Russia to be suspended from the UN 

Human Rights Council. 

 The resolution was moved by the US to suspend Russia from the Council over allegations 

that Russian soldiers killed civilians while retreating from towns near the Ukrainian 

capital Kyiv. The resolution was adopted with 93 votes in favour, 24 against and 58 

abstentions. 

 India has abstained on the vote asserting that India has chosen side of "peace and stands 

for an immediate end to violence”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Significance of UNHRC: 

 Platform for Dialogue among states: The Council serves as a forum for dialogue among 

States, with input from other stakeholders. Through dialogue and cooperation, it 

contributes towards the prevention of human rights violations and respond promptly to 

human rights emergencies. 

 Special procedures to monitor human rights: The Council has created or renewed the 

mandates of various “special procedures.” The special procedures are experts appointed 

to monitor human rights around priority themes or in specific countries with serious human 

rights problems. 

 Reviewing Human rights record: The Council also manages the Universal Periodic 

Review (UPR), a process through which each UN Member State’s overall human rights 

record is reviewed. 

 In addition, the Council receives complaints alleging patterns of human rights violations, 

which are considered by the Working Group on Communications and may be referred 

to the Working Group on Situations. 

 The Working Group on Situations reports substantiated claims of consistent patterns of 

gross violations to the Council and makes recommendations for action. 

 Encourages Civil Society Participation: The council works in close cooperation in the 

field of human rights with Governments, regional organizations, national human rights 

institutions and civil society. 

 

 

 

5. Answer Writing Value Addition: United Nations Human 

Rights Council 

 

 The below given paragraph is essential if a straightforward question on 

UNHRC comes as the Council has been in news this year for multiple reasons. 

 The content below can also be incorporated in form of a hub and spoke 

diagram in case of word and time limit constraints. 

 No need to elaborate on the working mechanism or procedures rather 

elaborates on the special responsibilities which the Council has and how it is 

still relevant in spite of its many weaknesses. 

 

 Factual Content related to achievements of UNHRC is to be directly included 

as examples in answer. 
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Achievements of UNHRC: 

 Country specific reports and commissions of inquiry: Between 2006 and 2015, the 

number of country-specific reports submitted by special procedures increased by 104 

percent and the number of governments issuing standing invitations to the independent 

experts almost doubled to 114. 

 Resolution on Internet free speech: In 2012, UNHRC unanimously adopted a resolution 

to protect the free speech of individuals on the Internet, the first such U.N. resolution of its 

kind. 

 Special rapporteurs on Iran: It highlighted the woeful human rights situation there, 

citing Iran’s extremely high rate of executions, constraints on an independent judiciary, 

violations of due process, women’s rights, and systematic discrimination against religious 

minorities. 

 Resolution on prevention of violations: The resolution (adopted in 2020) highlights the 

need for the UN system to support states in building national resilience, as well as the 

possibility for council to resort to dialogue and cooperation to prevent violations and 

respond promptly to human rights emergencies. 

 Recognition of the Right to a Healthy Environment as a Human Right: In 2021, 

members of the UNHRC adopted resolution recognizing the human right to a safe, clean, 

healthy and sustainable environment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Concerns with Human Rights Council: 

 Membership criteria: It requires candidates to commit to the highest standards of human 

rights, and states should take into account a nominee’s human rights record when voting. 

Both of these rules are basically unenforceable. 

 UN members have very different views on human rights. For example, US wanted 

only “democratic nations” to be eligible. Such a criterion would lead to debates over 

meaning of “democracy”, and would seem to prioritise civil and political rights over 

economic, social and cultural ones. In any case, the “measurement” and respective ranking 

of human rights records across states is contentious. Consequently, Council sometimes 

includes countries widely perceived as human rights abusers. 

 Lack of competitiveness in council election: In some elections, countries have run 

unopposed after regional groups nominated the exact number of countries required to fill 

Council vacancies. For instance, October 2021 election. 

 Prone to politicization: States generally vote in favour of their national interests rather 

than human rights interests if the two should clash. Thus Council remains prone to 

politicization, as evidenced by decisions that privilege political interests over human rights 

protection. 

 Various issues with performance and working of UNHRC need to be included 

in case question is specifically on Critical Examination of the body. 

Procedural and Political Challenges both need to be included. 

 Below given points would also your good understanding of the working of the 

body without having to explain the same separately, thus saving words and 

time available. 
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 Reprisals against Human rights defenders: NGO representatives invited to speak at 

the Council are too often interrupted with harassing points of order from repressive 

delegations. 

 Council’s closed ballot elections in the General Assembly may make it easier for 

countries with questionable human rights records to be elected to the Council. 

 The submissions and statements of governments perceived to be human rights abusers are 

taken at face value rather than being challenged. The process gives these same 

countries a platform to criticize countries that may have generally positive 

human rights records. 

 Many experts have also expressed concern regarding some member states’ rejection of UPR 

recommendations and nonparticipation in the UPR process. 

 Further, it remains difficult to build consensus on specific issues relating to human rights. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Road Ahead: 

 Procedural reforms: Some experts and policymakers have proposed requiring open 

ballots in Council elections to hold countries publicly accountable for their votes. Experts 

also suggest lowering the two-thirds vote threshold to make it easier to remove a Council 

member. 

 Protecting Human Rights Defenders from Reprisals: Any state found to be 

responsible for reprisals against human rights defenders, and which fails to rectify them, 

should be disqualified from sitting on the Council. 

 Strengthening UPR: This can be done through systematic follow-up and implementation 

and adopting a more rigorous test. It can also be made a part of the selection process for 

election to Council or can be connected to other parts of the UN responsible for the provision 

of material and technical assistance to states. 

 Provision of timely and accurate information to reduce politicization and build consensus. 

 Ensuring National implementation of international human rights obligations and 

commitments and addressing human rights situations. 

 Strengthening delivery of international human rights technical assistance and capacity-

building support and additional resources for human rights reporting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Content below provides for what can be done to improve the performance of 

the body. This content is not only relevant from an institutional perspective 

but also could be used as suggestions in questions pertaining to general 

state of Human Rights regime at global level since any discussion on the 

same cannot be complete unless you talk about the premier Human right 

Body in the world. But such answers need to have non-institutional 

arguments as well as the issue of Human Rights spills way beyond UN and 

other institutions. 

 

 The below given content is to be utilized if the question also contains an India 

specific aspect. Also this information can be used to prove the exemplary 

track record of India when it comes to Human Rights and therefore the same 

can be used in non-institution specific questions. 
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India and UNHRC: 

 In May 2017, for third time in less than ten years, India’s human rights record was 

reviewed under the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) mechanism of the UNHRC. 

 India also presented its Voluntary National Review (VNR) on the implementation of the 

seventeen Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) under the 2030 Agenda at the High 

Level Political Forum (HLPF) of the ECOSOC at the United Nations in July 2017. 

 In October 2021, India was re-elected to the UNHRC for a sixth term (2022-2024). The 

overwhelming majority (184 votes in the 193-member assembly against required majority of 

97) is a robust endorsement of our strong roots in democracy, pluralism and fundamental 

rights. 

 

 

 

Comments in bold are to be directly included in your answers. 

 

 Priya Pillai in “Rhetoric and reality: on the UNHRC and human rights”:The main 

criticism against it is that it is made up of states not known for their human rights 

records; that many are in fact egregious violators of human rights. 

 Srinivasan Ramani in UNHRC: A work- in- progress campaign for rights: The UN 

agency is leading the global fight for human rights amid external challenges and internal 

contradictions. The unique arrangement of representation, review, and collaboration (with 

civil society groups over and above nation-states) has certainly improved the functioning of 

the UNHRC in comparison with its predecessor Commission. 

 US Secretary Blinken: The UN Human Rights Council is flawed and needs reform 

but walking away won’t fix it. The best way to improve the Council, so it can 

achieve its potential, is through robust and principled US leadership. 

 

  

Scholarly Analysis and Observations 
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 While there is no single, authoritative definition of a WMD in international law, the 

expression is usually understood to cover nuclear, biological, and chemical weapons.  

 The Weapons of Mass Destruction and their Delivery Systems (Prohibition of 

Unlawful Activities) Amendment Bill, 2022has been unanimously passed in Lok 

Sabha. 

 The Bill seeks to amend The Weapons of Mass Destruction and their Delivery Systems 

(Prohibition of Unlawful Activities) Act, 2005, to provide against the financing of 

proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and their delivery systems in line with India’s 

international obligations. 

 The 2005 Act prohibited the manufacturing, transport, and transfer of weapons of mass 

destruction, and their means of delivery. 

 According to the Statement of Objects and Reasons of the Bill, the need to amend the Act 

has arisen from the fact that “in recent times, regulations relating to proliferation of 

weapons of mass destruction and their delivery systems by international 

organisations have expanded”, and “the United Nations Security Council’s 

targeted financial sanctions and the recommendations of the Financial Action 

Task Force have mandated against financing of proliferation of weapons of mass 

destruction and their delivery systems”. 

Weapons of Mass Destruction: 

While there is no single, authoritative definition of a WMD in international law, the expression 

is usually understood to cover nuclear, biological, and chemical (NBC) weapons. According to 

the United States Department of Homeland Security, “A weapon of mass destruction is a 

nuclear, radiological, chemical, biological, or other device that is intended to harm a 

large number of people.” 

 

Control over use of WMDs: 

 The use of chemical, biological, and nuclear weapons is regulated by a number of 

international treaties and agreements. 

6. Answer Writing Value Addition: The Weapons of Mass 

Destruction and their Delivery Systems (Prohibition of 

Unlawful Activities) Amendment Bill, 2022 

 

 The short article below provides critical factual information pertaining to the 

legal apparatus which exists in India to deal with Weapons of Mass 

Destruction and why it was recently amended. 

 This content is to be used if a specific question on this topic or if there is 

general question on Weapons of Mass Destruction with India specific 

component. The article also provide for the existing global regulatory regime 

pertaining to WMDs. 

 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/everyday-explainers/explained-weapons-of-mass-destruction-law-amendment-7856169/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/diplomacy-national-interests-wmd-bill-jaishankar-lok-sabha-7856618/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/parliament-monsoon-session-live-updates-rajya-sabha-lok-sabha-8035871/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/parliament-monsoon-session-live-updates-rajya-sabha-lok-sabha-8035871/
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 Among them are the Geneva Protocol, 1925, that banned the use of chemical and 

biological weapons; and the Biological Weapons Convention, 1972, and Chemical 

Weapons Convention, 1992, which put comprehensive bans on the biological and 

chemical weapons respectively. 

 India has signed and ratified both the 1972 and 1992 treaties. There are very few non-

signatory countries to these treaties, even though several countries have been accused of 

non-compliance. 

 The use and proliferation of nuclear weapons is regulated by treaties such as Nuclear 

Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) and the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT). 

 

 

Comments in bold are to be directly included in your answers. 

 

 Upendra Bai in “The Right to Peace”: Permanent members of the UNSC reaffirms 

that nuclear war cannot be won and must never be fought and recommits to the 

principles of non-proliferation.  

 Rafael Mariano Grossi, Director General of International Atomic Energy Agency 

(IAEA): The whole nuclear arms control regime seems to be crumbling. The United 

States has been getting out of some treaties. There’s no real movement on extending 

the new START treaty. Are we facing a new arms race, a new Cold War? 

 UN Chief, Secretary-General Antonio Guterres: The United Nations chief warned the 

world that “humanity is just one misunderstanding, one miscalculation away from 

nuclear annihilation,” citing the war in Ukraine, nuclear threats in Asia and the Middle 

East and many other factors. 

  

Scholarly Analysis and Observations 
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 The Indo-Pacific Economic Framework, launched by United States President Joe 

Biden and being joined by 12 other countries including India, is Washington’s 

answer to the Trans Pacific Partnership (TTP) and its successor agreement, the 

Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for TTP (CPTPP), as well as the 

Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP). It is not a free trade 

agreement. 

 Member states: US, Australia, Brunei, India, Indonesia, Japan, South Korea, Malaysia, 

New Zealand, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Fiji and Vietnam. Together these 

countries account for 40% of the global GDP. Additionally the framework would be open 

to other countries willing to join in the future. 

 Countries are free to join (or not join) initiatives under any of the stipulated pillars 

but are expected to adhere to all commitments once they enrol. 

 IPEF is more about standard setting and facilitating trade and will not involve 

more market access for its members. Nor will it negotiate lower tariffs. 

 

 

 

 

 

Why did USA come up with this Framework? 

 The Biden Administration’s realisation that its near-onlooker status to the trade 

arrangements in the region, with China’s stamp all over it, did not match its Indo-

Pacific strategic. 

 The aim was to reclaim economic leadership in East Asia and the ASEAN region 

without giving away concessions that would anger domestic lobbies. 

 The IPEF is also seen as a means by which the US is trying to regain credibility in the 

region after former President Donald Trump pulled out of the Trans Pacific Partnership 

TPP). Since then, there has been concern over the absence of a credible US economic and 

trade strategy to counter China’s economic influence in the region.  

 China is an influential member of the TPP, and has sought membership of its successor 

agreement Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement on Trans Pacific Partnership. It is 

7. Answer Writing Value Addition: Indo- Pacific Economic 

Framework 

 

 Factual Information on the Framework: Content in Bold to be used as 

Introduction of the answer 

 

 The below content provides the background of why USA came up with this 

idea. This content is to be used as examples as to what measures are being 

taken by USA to counter the growing influence of China in the Indo-Pacific 

Region. It also shows that how the great rivalry is being played out in the 

domain Institutional Trade Arrangements and their coverage globally. 

 Can also be quote as an example of the decisive shifts in US approach in the 

region from being politico-strategic to Economic-Political-Strategic approach? 

 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-indo-pacific-economic-framework-7928434/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-joins-indo-pacific-economic-bloc-led-by-us-to-counter-china-7932598/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/why-india-has-said-no-to-rcep-6103235/
https://indianexpress.com/article/what-is/what-is-asean-5028044/
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also in the 14-member Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership, of which the US is 

not a member (India withdrew from RCEP).  

 The IPEF is part of the Biden administration’s way of showing that despite its current focus 

on the war in Europe, and hot pursuit of Russia through economic sanctions, it has not lost 

sight that Asia, and the challenge from China, is prominent in the U.S. agenda 

 

 

 

 

What are the Four Pillars of IPEF? 

 US officials have emphasised that IMEF is not a free trade agreement, and not even 

any other kind of “same old, same old” trade agreement, but one that will offer 

flexibility. The negotiations will be along four main “pillars”. 

 According to an “insight” paper by the US Congressional Research Service in February, 

countries would have to sign up to all components within a pillar, but do not have 

to participate in all pillars. 

 

The four pillars are: 

 Trade that will include digital economy and emerging technology, labour commitments, the 

environment, trade facilitation, transparency and good regulatory practices, and corporate 

accountability, standards on cross-border data flows and data localisations; 

 Supply chain resiliency to develop “a first-of-its-kind supply chain agreement” that 

would anticipate and prevent disruptions; 

 Clean energy and decarbonisation that will include agreements on “high-ambition 

commitments” such as renewable energy targets, carbon removal purchasing 

commitments, energy efficiency standards, and new measures to combat methane 

emissions; and 

 Tax and anti-corruption, with commitments to enact and enforce “effective tax, anti-

money laundering, anti-bribery schemes in line with [American] values”. 

Significance of IPEF: 

 It will create new rules of commerce to strengthen economic partnership among 

participating countries. 

 It will result in a free and open Indo-Pacific that is connected and prosperous, secure as 

well as resilient, and has sustainable as well as inclusive economic growth. 

 It will make supply chains more resilient, thereby protecting against costly disruptions 

that lead to higher prices for consumers. 

 IPEF will help to counter the growing economic and strategic influence of China in the 

Indo-Pacific. 

 IPEF will strengthen partnership on key global issues by focusing on clean energy, 

decarbonisation, tackling 

 The below content pertaining to the four pillars of IPEF is to be used if you face 

a purely factual question on the same in GS-II or PSIR.  

 Students are advised to memorize the major areas which fall under each pillar 

and elaborate on the same through diagrams. 

 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/why-india-has-said-no-to-rcep-6103235/
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the climate crisis; enforce effective tax, anti-money laundering, and anti-bribery regimes 

etc. 

Issues with IPEF: 

 There is a lack of clarity as the U.S. officials have made clear would neither constitute a 

‘free trade agreement,’ nor a forum to discuss tariff reductions or increasing market access. 

 IPEF might not be able to counter China’s economic dominance in the region owing to the 

lack of direct incentives offered in IPEF. 

 U.S. appears to be making the deal more about benefits to the U.S. economythan to the 

Indo-Pacific region as a whole. 

 IPEF is not proposed as an FTA. In the absence of an FTA, WTO rules will not permit 

granting of preferential treatment amongst IPEF members. 

 There is an absence of dispute settlement mechanism 

 

 

 

 

 

Is IPEF actually of any relevance to India? 

 For India, after Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) exit, the IPEF 

membership keeps it in the room on Asian trading arrangements. 

 IPEF’s non-specific and flexible nature also suits India, providing scope of negotiations for 

environmental restrictions on fossil fuels, data localization etc. 

 IPEF is providing India another opportunity to be part of a mega economic arrangement, 

but outside the influence of China. 

 India can consider members as alternative sources for its raw materials requirements. 

Concerns for India: 

 India’s main concern is on the issue of data localisation, on which it has locked horns with 

the US over the last two or three years. In 2019, the government has introduced a Bill in 

Lok Sabha that envisages a framework for localising Indian data and the establishment of a 

Data Protection Authority. Just last month, the US said in its National Trade Estimate 

Report on Foreign Trade Barriers that India’s proposed data localisation requirements, 

under which firms need to store data within India, “will serve as significant barriers to 

digital trade” between the two countries, and will act as “market access barriers, 

especially for smaller firms”. 

 The IPEF also wants to frame rules on labour standards, environment norms and 

decarbonisation, which India has never been keen on, including in its free trade 

pacts. 

 The below content provides an analysis as to where and how India stands to 

benefit from its participation in the IPEF. 

 Also what issues and challenges emanate from inclusion of India in framework 

is detailed. Both Blocks are to be directly incorporated in the answer in case 

question specifically asks for Examination or Critical Examination of India’s 

joining the said Framework. 

 

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/parliament-monsoon-session-live-updates-rajya-sabha-lok-sabha-8035871/
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 US could also use IPEF to pressurise India on supporting a permanent moratorium on 

customs duties on electronic transmissions at the WTO. 

 

 

Comments in bold are to be directly included in your answers. 

 

 PM Narendra Modi: The Indo-Pacific Economic Framework is a declaration of our 

collective will to make the region an engine of global economic growth. It will 

strengthen supply chain pillars — trust, transparency & timeliness 

 US Commerce Secretary Gina Raimondo IPEF “marks an important turning point in 

restoring US economic leadership in the region and presenting Indo-Pacific 

countries an alternative to China’s approach to these critical issues”. 

 Karthik Nachiappan: IPEF will generate fierce regulatory battles amongst 

bureaucrats and regulators in each country to ascertain which commitments 

advance and which hurt domestic interests 

 Shankari Sundararaman: The IPEF’s relevance evolves from the practices of other 

countries where trade has been used as a means for revenge. 

 Suhasini Haider: The biggest criticism of IPEF in other capitals in Asia is that it is 

still too vague and lacks enough substance.  

  

Scholarly Analysis and Observations 
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 The 12th World Trade Organization’s (WTO) Ministerial Conference (MC12) was held at 

WTO headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland. 

 Discussions were held on issues such as TRIPS (Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual 

Property Rights) waiver for COVID-19 vaccines, pandemic response, fishery subsidies, 

agriculture, food security, as well as the WTO’s reform and its future work priorities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Takeaways from the conference: 
 

WTO Reform:  
 Members reaffirmed the foundational principles of the WTO and committed to an open and 

inclusive process to reform all its functions, from deliberation to negotiation to monitoring. 

Notably, they committed to work towards having a well-functioning dispute 

settlement system accessible to all members by 2024. 

 

Agreement on Fisheries Subsidies (AFS): 
 It is the first-of-its-kind, sustainability-driven trade agreement concluded at WTO. 

 This is only the third instance of amending the WTO agreement in its 27-year 

history. 

 Since 2001, member states have been negotiating the banning of subsidies that promote 

overfishing. 

 AFS would curb ‘harmful’ subsidies on illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing for the 

next four years, to better protect global fish stocks. 

 AFS prohibits three kinds of subsidies: 

 Illegal, unreported, or unregulated (IUU) fishing 

 Fishing of already over-exploited stocks 

 Fishing on unregulated high seas. 

 Developing country members will enjoy a two-year exemption for subsidies granted within 

their exclusive economic zones (up to 200 nautical miles from their coasts). 

 No member will be allowed to provide subsidies to fishing in the high seas, other than 

where regulated by a fisheries management organisation. 

 There would be no limitation on subsidies granted or maintained by developing or least-

developed countries for fishing within their exclusive economic zones (EEZ). 

 India and other developing countries were able to win some concessions in this 

agreement. They successfully lobbied to remove a section of the proposal that 

would threaten some subsidies which would assist small-scale artisanal fishing 

8. Answer Writing Value Addition:12th Ministerial 

Conference WTO 

 

 The content in the short article is divided in two parts. In the first part, the 

factual aspect of outcomes of 12th Ministerial Conference WTO has been 

discussed on agreement specific lines. 

 Students are advised to pay special attention to the Agreement on Fisheries 

Subsidies as it only the third instance of amending the WTO agreement in its 

27-year history, and therefore becomes a high probability topic not only for 

PSIR but also for GS-II. 

 Content in bold can be directly incorporated in the Answers. 
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Artisanal and traditional farmers would not face any restrictions under this 

agreement. 

Agreement on Global Food Security: 
 Members agreed to a binding decision to exempt food purchased by the UN’s 

World Food Programme (WFP) for humanitarian purposes, from any export 

restrictions. 

 In light of the global food shortages and rising prices caused by the war between Ukraine 

and Russia, the group’s members issued a declaration on the importance of trade in global 

food security and that they would avoid bans on food exports. 

 However, countries would be allowed to restrict food supplies to ensure domestic food 

security needs. 

Agreement on E-commerce Transactions: 
 From 2017-2020, developing countries lost a potential tariff revenue of around USD50 

billion on imports from only 49 digital products. 

 WTO members had first agreed to not impose custom duties on electronic transmissions in 

1998, when the internet was still relatively new. The moratorium has been periodically 

extended since then. 

 However, all members agreed to continue the long-standing moratorium on custom duties 

on e-commerce transmissions until the subsequent Ministerial Conference or until 31st 

March 2024, depending on whichever comes first. 

Agreement on ‘Covid-19’ Vaccine Production: 
 WTO members agreed to temporarily waive intellectual property patents on Covid-

19vaccines without the consent of the patent holder for 5 years, so that they can more easily 

manufacture them domestically. 

 This “will contribute to ongoing efforts to concentrate and diversify vaccine 

manufacturing capacity so that a crisis in one region does not leave others cut 

off.” 

 The current agreement is a watered down version of the original proposal made by India 

and South Africa in 2020. They had wanted broader intellectual property waivers on 

vaccines, treatments and tests. 

 Rich pharmaceutical companies had strongly opposed this, arguing that IP’s do 

not restrict access to Covid vaccines and that the removal of patent protections 

gives researchers that quickly produced life saving vaccines, a negative message. 

 The waiver agreed by the WTO was criticised by advocacy groups for being narrow in scope, 

as it did not cover all medical tools like diagnostics and treatments. “This agreement fails 

overall to offer an effective and meaningful solution to help increase people’s 

access to needed medical tools during the pandemic as it does not adequately 

waive IP on all essential Covid-19 medical tools and it does not apply to all 

countries.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 In the second part of article, India’s stance on overall agenda of reforms has 

been enumerated with special reference to negotiations on E-Commerce 

transactions and Food Security where India has taken a strong stance.  

 The same needs to be compulsorily incorporated on all questions on India and 

WTO politics. 
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Key Issues Raised by India on these above highlights: 
 

On WTO Reforms: 
 India believes that WTO reforms discussions must focus on strengthening its fundamental 

principles. 

 At this time, reserving Special and Differential Treatment (S&DT), which includes 

consensus-based decision making, non-discrimination, and special and differential 

treatment, should not result in the preservation of inherited disparities or aggravate the 

imbalances. 

 India takes the initiative to suggest reforms for developing countries (Developing countries 

reform paper "Strengthening the WTO to Promote Development and Inclusion"). 

 India offered a proposal in which it took the lead in criticising the European Union and 

Brazil's suggestions, both on the process and its goals. It was against an open-ended 

exercise on WTO amendments. 

E-commerce Transactions: 
 India had asked the WTO to review the extension of the moratorium on custom duties one-

commerce transactions, which include digitally-traded goods and services. 

 It argued that developing countries faced the brunt of the financial consequences of such a 

moratorium. 

On Food Security: 
 WTO should renegotiate subsidy rules for government-backed food purchasing programs 

aimed at feeding poor citizens in developing and poor countries. 

 India wants assurances that its public stock-holding program, which buys exclusively from 

the nation’s farmers and has exported in the past, cannot be challenged at the WTO as 

illegal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8929879230                          Unacademy Code: DRPIYUSH11                  https://t.me/piyush_choubey
  

https://piyushchaubey.com/ | https://momentumias.com/                                                    
                                connect@momentumias.com |prateek.tripathi@momentumias.com 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbm-hqbXj4levDSITryu5TQ                          2nd Floor, 17A/41, Karolbagh 110005 

Pa
ge

2
4 

 

 

 The Speaker of the House of Representatives, Nancy Pelosi, landed in Taiwan on August 

2 evening, ignoring Chinese threats and a warning by President Xi Jinping, delivered to 

President Joe Biden last week, to “not play with fire” (by provoking China). 

 Pelosi’s visit to Taiwan is the highest-level visit by an American official to the island in a 

quarter century. The senior US politician has been critical of China on multiple fronts over 

the decades. 

 The US has maintained a ‘One China’ policy since the 1970s, under which it recognises 

Taiwan as a part of China. But it has unofficial ties with Taiwan as well — a strategy that 

is known as strategic or deliberate ambiguity. Beijing considers Taiwan a part of 

China, threatens it frequently, and has not ruled out taking the island by military force at 

any time. 

 

 

 

 

 

Why does China have a problem with Pelosi visiting Taiwan? 
 For China, the presence of a senior American figure in Taiwan would indicate some kind of 

US support for Taiwan’s independence. Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Zhao 

Lijiang has said China would take “resolute and strong measures” if the visit takes 

place. 

 Pelosi going to Taiwan would “severely undermine China’s sovereignty and 

territorial integrity, gravely impact the foundation of China-US relations and 

send a seriously wrong signal to Taiwan independence forces”, he has said. 

How does the world, and US, view Taiwan? 

 The United Nations does not recognise Taiwan as a separate country; in fact, only 

13 countries around the world — mainly in South America, the Caribbean, Oceania, and the 

Vatican — do. 

 The American strategic ambiguity is just that — ambiguous. In June, President Biden 

said that the US would defend Taiwan if it was invaded, but it was clarified soon 

afterward that America does not support Taiwan’s independence. While the US 

has no formal ties with Taipei, it remains Taiwan’s most important international 

backer and arms supplier. 

 The Chinese government passed a law in 2005, giving Beijing the legal basis for military 

action if it judges Taiwan to have seceded or to be about to. 

9. Answer Writing Value Addition: The USA-China-Taiwan 

Flare up 

 

 The below content provides an insight into the recent flare up due to Pelosi’s 

visit which makes the topic important this year. Content below explains the 

stand of Un, USA, China and Taiwan on the matter and explains the difference 

between the One China Principle and One China Policy, something which can 

be directly asked.  

 The US policy of strategic or deliberate ambiguity has to be explained in any 

answer on the topic. 
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 In recent years, Taiwan’s government has said only the island’s 23 million people have the 

right to decide their future and that it will defend itself when attacked. Since 2016, Taiwan 

has elected a party that leans towards independence. 

What is One China Principle and One China Policy? 

 It is important to distinguish between the One China Principle and the One China 

Policy to understand the cross-Taiwan Strait problems.  

 The PRC follows the One China Principle, a core belief that sees Taiwan as an 

inalienable part of China, with its sole legitimate government in Beijing. The US 

acknowledges this position but not necessarily its validity. 

 The US instead follows the One China Policy — meaning that the PRC was and is the 

only China, with no recognition for the Republic of China (ROC, Taiwan) as a 

separate sovereign entity. 

 At the same time, the US refuses to give in to the PRC’s demands to recognise Chinese 

sovereignty over Taiwan — it only acknowledges the Chinese position that Taiwan is a part 

of China. 

 “The word ‘acknowledge’ is determinative for the US,” Warren Christopher, who was 

US Deputy Secretary of State under President Jimmy Carter, told a Senate hearing when 

the Chinese attempted to change it to “recognise”.  

 The US has stuck to this position ever since — and used the “strategic ambiguity” that it 

creates to maintain the status quo and preserve stability in the Taiwan Strait. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

India’s One-China stand and relations with Taiwan 

 India does not have formal diplomatic ties with Taiwan yet, as it follows the One-China 

policy. However, during then Chinese premier Wen Jiabao’s visit to India in December 

2010, India did not mention support for the One-China policy in the joint communique. 

 In 2014, when Prime Minister Narendra Modi came to power, he invited Taiwan’s 

Ambassador Chung-Kwang Tien, along with Lobsang Sangay, president of the 

Central Tibetan Administration to his swearing-in. 

 While following the One-China policy, India has an office in Taipei for diplomatic functions 

— India-Taipei Association (ITA) is headed by a senior diplomat. Taiwan has the Taipei 

Economic and Cultural Center (TECC) in New Delhi. Both were established in 

1995.Their ties focus on commerce, culture and education.  

 Now in their third decade, these have been deliberately kept low-profile, owing to China’s 

sensitivities. For example, parliamentary delegation visits and legislature-level dialogues 

 The below content talks about the nature of engagement between India and 

Taiwan over the years and how it has evolved as per the state of relations 

between India and China. 

 The entire historical factual background has to be used in any question on 

India’s Taiwan Policy with special reference to how , India has tried to play up 

its relationship with Taiwan, as its ties with China have been strained. 

Factual aspects of the content in bold can be directly added in the answer. 
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have stopped since 2017, around the time the India-China border standoff happened in 

Doklam. 

 But, in recent years, India has tried to play up its relationship with Taiwan, as its ties with 

China have been strained. In 2020, after the Galwan clashes, New Delhi handpicked 

diplomat Gourangalal Das — then joint secretary (Americas) in the Ministry of External 

Affairs — to become its envoy in Taipei. 

 On May 20 that year, the BJP asked two of its MPs, Meenakshi Lekhi and Rahul 

Kaswan, to attend the swearing-in ceremony of Taiwan President Tsai Ing-wen 

through virtual mode. 

 The Tsai government is keen on expanding areas of cooperation with India as it is one of the 

priority countries for Taiwan’s New Southbound Policy. So far, it’s been largely an 

economic and people-to-people relationship. Now, amid the tension with China, New Delhi 

is paying attention to the need to advance India-Taiwan ties. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Shyam Saran: Taiwan is indeed caught in the crossfire between China and the US 

and being a proxy in a fight between giants is the most uncomfortable position for 

any state to be in. Just ask Ukraine. 

 Harsh V Pant: India’s foreign Policy vision has evolved into a stance where issue 

based alignments are becoming norms. Its ties with Taiwan should also evolve 

accordingly. 

 Sheshadri Chari: Economic uncertainty will help neither China nor Taiwan. Any extreme 

military action and forced annexation attempt will result in a Ukraine-like conflict, which 

will be highly detrimental to Taiwan but will also isolate China. India has moved away 

from ‘One China’ policy. Now it must develop independent ties with Taiwan 

Sana Hashmi, a visiting fellow at the Taiwan-Asia Exchange Foundation in Taipei 

 “Any significant development in India-Taiwan relations runs the risk of meeting with a 

likely stern reaction from Beijing. This explains India’s steady, albeit slow, outreach to 

Taiwan. Given that India-China relations are not likely to witness a return to 

normalcy in the near future, India should consider adopting a bold, 

comprehensive and long-term approach to engage Taiwan.” 

 “While there are compelling reasons for India and Taiwan to look towards each other, much 

of the relationship has been episodic, characterised by momentary highs. The relations have 

been suffering from divergent approaches, unrealistic expectations, and the resultant missed 

opportunities.” 

 

 

Scholarly Analysis and Observations 

 

 Comments in bold are to be directly included in your answers.  

 Sana Hashmi’s analysis is of special importance as it not only explains the 

mindset of Indian approach on the matter but also suggest future course. Her 

views can be utilized directly to provide a conclusion to questions on the topic. 
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 Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad) is an informal association of India, the United 

States, Australia and Japan. The group met for the first time in 2007 on the sidelines 

of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). 

 The core objective of the Quad is to secure a rules-based global order, freedom of 

navigation and a liberal trading system. 

 It is considered an alliance of maritime democracies, and the forum is maintained by 

meetings, semi-regular summits, information exchanges and military drills of all the 

member countries. 

Emerging Challenges 

 

 

 

 

Ukraine War: 

 The reinvigoration of Europe and NATO in the wake of Putin’s aggression in Ukraine has 

made new demands on US attention and resources, prompting questions about 

American appetite to take on two rivals — Russia and China — at the same time, 

and how this might adversely impact US commitment to the Quad and the Indo-

Pacific. 

 The war in Ukraine also poses an internal challenge in the Quad. Three members — US, 

Japan and Australia — have taken an unequivocal stand against Russia’s aggression, while 

India’s position has been one of studied neutrality that calls for respect of territorial 

sovereignty and integrity and the UN charter, but does not criticise Russia.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. Answer Writing Value Addition: Challenges and 

Opportunities for QUAD 

 

 The below content provides an analysis of the divergence among members of 

QUAD on the Ukraine War and can be quoted as an example of how 

fundamental convergence on critical issues is yet to be achieved in QUAD.  

 Also this can be used to assess the challenges before QUAD in terms of handling 

Russia in Europe and China in Indo-Pacific. 

 

 The below content is to be used for all Questions related to analysis of the 

QUAD and it is engaging with rise of China in Indo-Pacific. While the 

grouping perspective has to be invariably explained, how individual members 

see China, what is the present state of relations also needs to be elaborated. 

 One needs to explain the different stakes for each member with special 

reference to India which is the only country which shares a hot border with 

China. 

 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/everyday-explainers/what-is-nato-why-is-russia-so-insecure-about-ukraine-joining-us-led-alliance-7805037/
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The threat of China: 

 While China does not find mention in any official statements of the QUAD by name, the 

four nations are joined by the shared interest of creating a strategic balance of power in the 

region to protect their interests in the Indo-Pacific region from what they see as China’s 

subversion of the international order and a bid to establish its own set of rules. Every Quad 

statement has proxy references to China — in the repeated emphasis on a “rules based 

international order” and a “free and open” Indo-Pacific. But Beijing has not been shy of 

branding Quad as an “anti-China alliance”.  

 However, each Quad member views the Chinese threat differently. For the US, it is about 

trade and Taiwan. For Australia too, trade was the biggest issue until the recent 

establishment of a Chinese military base in the Solomon Islands brought a new dimension. 

Japan and India are closest to China, and both face belligerent Chinese claims to territory. 

 India is the only one with a long “hot” land border with China, full of contested 

territorial claims, and the only one to have been in a recent military encounter 

with the People’s Liberation Army, in eastern Ladakh. It also faces challenges from 

China’s inroads in its neighbours Sri Lanka, Nepal, Bangladesh, and Pakistan. While the 

Ladakh incursions were one reason for New Delhi to shed its earlier diffidence on 

Quad, it has hardly wished to provoke Beijing, whose “iron-clad” friendship with 

Pakistan has additionally brought home the threat of a two-front war. 

 How to deal with China thus remains the central question for Quad. The grouping has 

maintained it is not a security alliance, or an “Asian NATO” as some have termed it. In 

recent months however, the clamour has grown, including from India’s strategic 

community, for injecting a security component in the grouping.  

 One of the arguments is that this is required to deter Beijing from following friend Putin’s 

example and pulling a Ukraine on Taiwan or elsewhere, although a case could be equally 

made that China, with an economy 10 times the size of Russia’s, would be more cautious. 

Non-security initiatives: 

 Cutting-edge technology, pharmaceuticals and infrastructure have been described as “key 

battlegrounds” in the contest with China. The last Quad summit threw up an array of 

proposals intended to leverage the economic, scientific and technological capabilities of the 

four countries. 

 Covid vaccine manufacture; climate change initiatives, a Quad infrastructure group, 

cooperation in cyber-security, use of satellites for information sharing were all listed. An 

ambitious initiative involves critical technologies, with a working group focusing on 

technical standards, 5G diversification and deployment, and resilient technology supply 

chains. 

 However, over the last year, the procedural difficulties of pulling together on these 

initiatives have become apparent, and progress has been scant. 

 

 

 

 The below content explains the relevance of QUAD for India and then 

elaborates on the challenges India faces within the grouping and also due to 

joining the grouping itself.  

 Content in bold has to be directly added in the answers. 
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Significance of Quad for India 

 India is working with Quad partners to offer alternatives to China’s Belt and Road 

Initiative, a project that undermines India’s territorial sovereignty and regional primacy. 

 QUAD provides India with a powerful platform to advance East Asia’s interests, 

strengthen its Act East policy and work more on platforms like Asia Africa 

Growth Corridor. 

 Aligning with likeminded countries without making a formal alliance or discounting its 

relationship with countries outside Quad is a hallmark of India’s evolving foreign policy 

strategy. 

 Quad can help India overcome its limitations pertaining to finances, naval capacity, 

military reconnaissance, and technological and surveillance capabilities. 

Challenges for India 

 Recently, China argued that by moving closer to the US and the US-led Quad in 

recent years India has worsened India-China and India-Russia relations and 

halted progress in the development of BRICS and Shanghai Cooperation 

Organisation. Such ambiguity does not project a good signal because many political 

observers are simply viewing it as an anti-China alliance, which undermines its potential in 

other essential areas such as climate change issues and vaccine diplomacy. 

 India has worked with Quad countries on the Solar Alliance, Paris Accord etc., but has not 

yet signed on to Net Zero and ending coal deadline. 

 While India is keen on building alternate supply chains to end dependence on 

China, it is not part of the Osaka track, that includes other Quad countries, when 

it comes to cross border data flows. 

 Even as the agenda for the Quad meeting is being evolved, the US announced a new 

trilateral defence partnership with Australia and the UK (AUKUS) leaving friends and 

allies mystified. 

 Reasons like existence or absence of direct territorial disputes with China, 

perceptions of the potential risks of retaliation by China and finally the 

limitations of each nation’s strategic culture. 

 China has strong economic ties with Quad members, especially Australia, which can be 

used to coerce or influence nations in its favour. This can turn out to be problematic for 

India. 

 

Comments in bold are to be directly included in your answers. 

 

C. Raja Mohan: The US is eager to strengthen India’s technological capabilities for defence 

and security. Delhi needs to move quickly to create an internal environment for such 

partnerships with Quad members. 

Pratap Bhanu Mehta: The Quad is an important political signal, whose effectiveness can be 

derailed by its material tepidity and institutional contradictions. 

Hindu Editorial: Quad remains a group of friends who share many things, but not a common 

enemy. 

Scholarly Analysis and Observations 

 



8929879230                          Unacademy Code: DRPIYUSH11                  https://t.me/piyush_choubey
  

https://piyushchaubey.com/ | https://momentumias.com/                                                    
                                connect@momentumias.com |prateek.tripathi@momentumias.com 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbm-hqbXj4levDSITryu5TQ                          2nd Floor, 17A/41, Karolbagh 110005 

Pa
ge

3
0 

 

 

 Two years after they were stopped due to the onset of the pandemic, passenger train 

services between India and Bangladesh resumed with the Bandhan Express 

setting off from Kolkata for Khulna and the Maitree Express starting its run from Dhaka 

for Kolkata. A third train, the Mitali Express, will be flagged later by Railways ministers 

of the two countries. 

 

 

 

 

 

A General Overview of Connectivity Initiatives 

 The governments of both the countries have been working towards strengthening the rail 

link between them, and not just through passenger trains. 

 In August 2021, the two sides started regular movement of freight trains between the 

newly-restored link between Haldibari in India and Chilahati in Bangladesh. 

 The Haldibari-Chilahati rail link between India and the then East Pakistan was also 

operational till 1965 and stopped due to the war. This was part of the broad gauge main 

route from Kolkata to Siliguri at the time of Partition. The two sides envisage at least 20 

freight trains to cross the border per month on this link. 

 Once part of a single, seamless railway network under British rule, trains continued to pass 

between the two countries even after the Partition. The infrastructure to connect the two 

sides through railways was, therefore, largely present. 

 Policymakers on both sides viewed this as an opportunity to deepen diplomatic ties using 

cross-border movements of goods and passengers. 

 Five rail links have so far been rebooted between India and Bangladesh. 

 They include Petrapole (India)- Benapole (Bangladesh), Gede (India)- Darshana 

(Bangladesh), Singhabad (India)- Rohanpur (Bangladesh), Radhikapur (India)- 

Birol (Bangladesh) and the Haldibari-Chilahati link. 

 Ordinarily, stone chips, ballasts, rice etc. have been carried to Bangladesh. Railway PSU 

CONCOR has also started container cargo with such Fast Moving Consumer Goods of 

private clients. Typically the idea is to establish faster and cheaper freight link by weaning 

them away from the sea route. 

 Last year, the Eastern Railway facilitated the import of de-oiled soya cakes from 

Bangladesh. 

 In October last year, around 1.2 million tonnes of the commodity was transported 

by rail, instead of the usual route between the Nhava Sheva port and Land 

Customs Stations, Petrapole Port. 

11. Answer Writing Value Addition: India-Bangladesh Rail 

Connectivity 

 

 The content below simply provides all the relevant factual information related 

to connectivity engagements between India and Bangladesh. Names of train 

linkages and rail links need to be included in the answer and also one need to 

mention what are the proposed initiatives. 

 Any answer on India-Bangladesh relations would be not be complete without 

discussing the land connectivity initiatives. 

 

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-bangladesh-train-services-resume-after-two-years-officials-7942597/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-bangladesh-train-services-resume-after-two-years-officials-7942597/
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Comments in bold are to be directly included in your answers. 

 Harsh V Pant: India and Bangladesh, acting together, can drive South Asia’s 

economic and social progress 

 PM Modi: Both India and Bangladesh want to see the world progressing through 

their own development.  

 Sabyasachi Basu Ray Chaudhury: From the perspective of India’s Northeast, 

Bangladesh is India’s most strategic neighbour, whom New Delhi cannot ever afford to 

ignore. India’s dream of ‘Act East Policy’ can only be materialised with the helping 

hands of Dhaka.  

 S Jaishankar: The seamless connectivity between India and Bangladesh will change the 

entire geo economy of the region. The Bay of Bengal will look very different. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scholarly Analysis and Observations 

 



8929879230                          Unacademy Code: DRPIYUSH11                  https://t.me/piyush_choubey
  

https://piyushchaubey.com/ | https://momentumias.com/                                                    
                                connect@momentumias.com |prateek.tripathi@momentumias.com 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbm-hqbXj4levDSITryu5TQ                          2nd Floor, 17A/41, Karolbagh 110005 

Pa
ge

3
2 

 

 

 

Background 

 When India sent an official delegation to Kabul earlier, it was the first time that 

New Delhi signalled that it wanted a formal engagement with the Taliban. 

 With this, it appears that the Indian foreign and security establishment is less 

divided about the need to engage formally with the Taliban and prevent getting 

marginalised in a country that New Delhi sees as vital to its strategic interests in 

the region, and where the people’s affection for India is legendary. 

 Although recognition of the Taliban government is not on the cards yet, the visit may have 

paved the way for the reopening of the Indian embassy, albeit a downgraded one. 

 From 1996 to now, India’s journey from first opposition, then diffidence to engaging with 

the Taliban, to the resigned acceptance of its inevitability, is in no small measure a story of 

India’s problematic relationship with Pakistan. 

 In 1996, when the Taliban fought their way through warring mujahideen factions into 

Kabul for the first time, India, fearing a spill over on Kashmir insurgency (there was indeed 

some), backed the Northern Alliance with money and weapons.  

 As the scholar Avinash Paliwal has pointed out (My Enemy’s Enemy: India in 

Afghanistan from the Soviet Union to the US Withdrawal), New Delhi did briefly 

contemplate opening contacts with the group but dropped the idea as the establishment was 

divided on reaching out to a group tied to Pakistan. 

 India bore the brunt of this nexus twice. During the 1999 hijacking of IC814, when the 

Pakistani hijackers took the plane to Kandahar, the then ruling Taliban acted as a support 

arm of the hijackers.  

 Second, in 2008, the CIA traced the bombing of the Indian Embassy at Kabul to the 

Haqqani group, part of the Taliban and deeply embedded with the Pakistani security 

establishment. The bombing was reported to have been carried out at the orders of the ISI. 

Moreover, Lashkar -e-Taiba and Jaish-e-Mohammed were increasingly reported to be 

present in Afghanistan. 

 

 

 

 

 

Reorientation of the Policy 

 India’s cautious opening to the Taliban has come at a time when the group has made it 

clear it has not changed from its previous medievalism.  

 Restrictions on women have increased, from not being allowed to attend school to curbs on 

free movement in public spaces and at work.  

12. Answer Writing Value Addition: India-Taliban 

Engagement 

 

 The below content elaborate on why India has decided to engage with Taliban 

and what is at stake for us in Afghanistan. Including Gautam 

Mukhopadhaya’s observations, one has to justify what has changed from the 

past time when we decided to stay away from engaging with Taliban. 

 Comments in bold are critical arguments and are to be included directly in 

any answer on India-Afghanistan Relations post fall of the democratic 

government in Kabul. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/taliban-afghanistan-indian-team-in-kabul-7948678/
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 A UN Taliban monitoring committee has reported that the Taliban continue to remain close 

to al-Qaeda, with a significant presence of its multinational fighting force in Afghanistan. 

The report has also flagged JeM and LeT training camps in Nangarhar and Kumar, close to 

the Pakistan border. India is the chair of the Taliban sanctions committee. 

 However, a view that has gained ground in the Indian establishment is that it is 

time to de-hyphenate Pakistan from the Taliban, especially as the Pakistan 

security establishment is finding the going tough with the Kabul regime. 

 The Pakistani Taliban (TTP), which has spread terror in Pakistan since it came into 

existence in 2007, has found sanctuary in Afghanistan, and it has taken several rounds of 

negotiations mediated by the Afghan Taliban for the Pakistan security establishment to 

arrive at a ceasefire with the TTP. There are other disagreements between the Kabul 

regime and Pakistan, including over Durand Line as the border between the two countries. 

 Another reason advanced for India’s change in policy is that the Taliban in power 

are more divided than they were as a fighting force, and that the situation may 

provide room for a layered political and diplomatic engagement with different 

actors. It has also helped that the Taliban have made no hostile statements on 

Kashmir since taking over in Kabul. 

 The ban on girls’ high-school education is reported to have brought out rifts in the open 

between hardliners led by supreme leader Mullah Haibatullah Akhundzada and others 

seen as pro-West Taliban, such as Sher Mohammad Abbas Stanekzai. In all this, the 

Haqqani are projecting themselves as the true moderates. 

 Gautam Mukhopadhaya, a former Indian Ambassador to Kabul, said the hardening of 

the regime, widening internal rifts, and the resistance against the Taliban getting 

more organised made for a “far from stable Taliban rule”. 

 As long as the move helps the Afghan people, facilitating humanitarian assistance 

through international organisations, and paving the way for access to consular 

services, Mukhopadhaya said it was a step in the right direction. 

 

 

 

 

 

Why should India engage with Taliban? 

 India has so far focused only on the isolating Taliban. However, beyond a point, this 

option will yield diminishing returns, as many other countries are now starting to 

engage the Taliban and India is an important stakeholder in Afghanistan.14 

nations have opened their missions in Kabul in the last ten months. 

 While Pakistan remains a pivotal player even today, its influence and control over the 

Taliban are circumscribed by its own economic, diplomatic, and security challenges. A view 

 Content below explains the compelling factors behind the recent engagement. 

Comments in bold justify why situation is different from last time and there 

Indian Response should also not stay the same. 

 The arguments are to be directly included in answer. But in similar questions, 

you would also be required to analyse how the path ahead is not easy and what 

new challenges have emerged for India in Kabul. Arguments centre on 

Pakistan, China and also Tajikistan. 

 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/sheikh-haibatullah-akhundzada-afghanistan-taliban-7485037/
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that has gained ground in the Indian establishment is that it is time to de-

hyphenate Pakistan from the Taliban especially in this scenario. 

 Afghanistan in the past, provided space to terror groups like al Qaeda and ISIS. Taliban 

also has ties with the Lashkar-e-Taiba and Jaish-e-Mohammed. An engagement with the 

Taliban would give an opportunity to convey Indian concerns directly and 

encourage those elements within the group who wish to open up its diplomatic 

choices. 

 Taliban encouraged India to reopen its mission in Kabul, resumed direct flights to the 

country and also accept Afghan military trainees. 

 Indian outreach to the Taliban will help it reconnect with the Afghan people, a 

link that snapped after the Taliban takeover last August. 

Upcoming Challenges to India’s engagement: 

 India has always supported “an Afghan-led, Afghan-owned and Afghan-

controlled” process for enduring peace and reconciliation in Afghanistan. It involved 

active engagement with the elected Afghan Government and isolation of the Taliban regime. 

 Security concerns: India continues to face threat from terrorist factions such as the 

Haqqani group, which is a key member of the Taliban. Also, recently a UN Taliban 

monitoring committee report shows that terror groups are continuing to find safe haven on 

Afghan soil with the Taliban’s support. 

 No change in the ideology of Taliban: Taliban has not changed from its previous 

medievalism. Attacks on minorities are continued and restrictions on women have 

increased, from not being allowed to attend school to curbs on free movement in public 

spaces and at work. 

 Dealing with Pro-China Neighbours of Taliban: As India increases its engagement 

with Taliban, it would need to redefine its relationship with Tajikistan as the latter 

has a deeply adversarial relationship with Kabul and has moved very close to 

Beijing in the past decade. China today is Tajikistan’s biggest debt holder and its biggest 

investor. Also, Dushanbe is a supporter of Chinese repressive policies against Sunni Muslim 

Uighur community. 

 

 

Comments in bold are to be directly included in your answers. 

 

 Davood Moradian: As a ‘civilizational state’ and inspiring global power, India 

cannot behave as a bandwagoning, transactional, opportunistic salesman in the 

case of Afghanistan. India’s apparent reorientation can be described and understood as an 

example of realpolitik, supremacy of national interest and a superficiality of “values” and 

“sentiments” in the Hobbesian world of international politics.  

 Suhasini Haidar: The lesson the Taliban have learned is that the U.S. and its allies 

have bigger problems to deal with now, and interest in Afghanistan, much like in 

the 1990s, has ground to a trickle.  

 Vivek Katju: The argument that the diplomatic door must be kept open for 

Pakistan because it’s a neighbour while it can be shut on the Taliban is facile 

because Afghanistan directly impacts Indian security.  

Scholarly Analysis and Observations 
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 Shanthie Mariet D’Souza: We need to frame a comprehensive policy of engagement with 

all the stakeholders to ensure that stability returns to Afghanistan. This new beginning is 

unlikely to translate into a full-blown romance between New Delhi and the Taliban. In re-

establishing Indian presence in Afghanistan, timing and tact are crucial. 
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 Despite India’s efforts to reduce dependence on Chinese imports amid an increased policy 

emphasis on self-reliance and the continuing tension along the border, the country’s 

bilateral trade with China has grown 44 per cent in 2021, according to Chinese 

government data for the full calendar year. Imports grew over a record 46 per 

cent while exports were up 35 per cent. 

 India’s total trade with China was $125.7 billion in the 2021.The sharp uptick in 

imports has pushed India’s trade deficit with China to $69.4 billion in 2021, up 

from $45.9 billion in 2020 and $56.8 billion in 2019.  

 According to Commerce Ministry data, China was India’s second largest trading 

partner in the April-November period, after the US. UAE, Saudi Arabia and Iraq and 

Hong Kong were other top trading partners for India during the period. 

 Some of India’s key imports from China include smart phones, components for smart 

phones and automobiles, telecom equipment, plastic and metallic goods, active 

pharmaceutical ingredients (APIs), and other chemicals. Experts have noted that 

players in the Indian electronic goods space are still largely focussed on the 

assembly of products and did not have much discretion in sourcing of 

components. 

 Officials at the Commerce Ministry have, however, pointed out earlier in this 

fiscal that growth in India’s trade with other key trading partners including the 

US, UAE and Australia was even higher than the growth in trade with China. 

India is currently in the process of negotiating Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) with the 

UAE, EU, UK and Australia. 

 India’s exports to China grew to $28.1 billion in calendar year 2021, up 34.9 per cent from 

exports worth $20.9 billion in 2020, which was impacted by Covid-19 related restrictions, 

according to Chinese government data. India’s exports to China in 2021 were 56.5 per 

cent higher than exports in 2019, which was not impacted by the pandemic. Raw 

material exports constitute a significant portion of India’s outbound trade with 

China with iron ore, organic chemicals and cotton figuring among key export 

items. Other key exports to China include iron and steel, seafood and engineering goods. 

 

 

13. Answer Writing Value Addition: India’s bilateral trade 

with China in 2021: A Factual Analysis 

 

 The content below provides crucial factual data related to the trade and 

economic aspect of the India China Relationship. Examples in bold are to be 

used directly in answers to show the extent of trade and associated trade 

deficit. The below data also shows how we are importing mostly manufactured 

and advanced technology driven products while our exports comprise mostly of 

raw material, which is a matter of concern. 

 All content in bold can be used directly in answers. 
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Why is the government looking to curb imports from China? 

 In June 2020, Indian and Chinese militaries clashed in Ladakh’s Galwan Valley. Soon after, 

the Power Ministry imposed a de facto ban on the import of power equipment from China 

citing cybersecurity concerns. The government also asked state-owned telecommunication 

companies, BSNL and MTNL, to exclude Chinese telecom equipment firms including 

Huawei and ZTE from its network upgrading process. 

 The government also modified foreign direct investment (FDI) rules making the Centre’s 

approval a must for any FDI in Indian firms from neighbouring countries — apparently 

aimed at preventing opportunistic takeovers of domestic firms by Chinese companies during 

the pandemic. 

 India has also tightened a watch on dumping of goods from China in India. In December 

2021 India imposed anti-dumping duties on five Chinese products, including certain 

aluminium goods and chemicals, for five years to protect local manufacturers. 

 

 

Comments in bold are to be directly included in your answers. 

 

 Shivshankar Menon: From India's point of view, it is China's silence or 

ambivalence about the rise of India that poses a puzzle and a challenge. Thus, the 

dream of Asian Century with the simultaneous rise of India and China doesn’t seem to be 

working at present. 

 Samir Saran: For China, multipolarity is for the world, not for Asia. According to 

an old Chinese adage, “One mountain cannot contain two tigers” 

 Kanti Bajpai: India needs to change its China policy and link it with the global BoP. 

‘‘Power is not everything in IP but Ignoring the massive power differential is 

Strategic Blindness’. Thus, India needs hedging strategies and internal as well as external 

balancing to deal with the China challenge. 

 S. Jaishankar: However, India must be cautious that external balancing does not lead to 

joining military blocs or alliances. The ‘age of alliance is over’ and India will go for 

issue based partnerships. 

 Harsh V Pant: While expanding relationship with Washington, Delhi must know 

how to manage Beijing. It is a tightrope act for Delhi, but one that India will 

simply have to walk. 

 

  

Scholarly Analysis and Observations 

 

https://indianexpress.com/about/huawei/
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India will be taking over an ambitious hydropower project in Nepal — West Seti — nearly four 

years after China withdrew from it, ending a six-year engagement between 2012 and 2018. 

 Nepal is rich in power sources with around 6,000 rivers and an estimated 

potential for 83,000 MW. India has formally approached Nepal on many occasions; 

seeking preferential rights over Nepali waters should it match offers coming from 

elsewhere. 

 India is viewed as a feasible market for Nepal, but there has been some 

uncertainty in Nepal over India’s inability to deliver projects on time.  

 India has undertaken to harness or expressed intent to harness major rivers in the north. 

An ambitious Mahakali treaty was signed back in 1996, to produce 6,480 MW, but India 

has still not been able to come out with the Detailed project Report. The Upper 

Karnali project, for which the multinational GMR signed the contract, has not 

made any headway for years. Also, one reason SMEC had to wind up was its 

failure to enter into a power purchase agreement with India. 

 What has helped build faith recently is India’s success in executing the 900-MW Arun 

Three project in eastern Nepal’s Sankhuwa Sabha, which is being executed by India’s 

Sutlej Vidhyut Nigam under a BOOT scheme, and whose foundation was laid in 2018 and 

which is set for completion by 2023. During his first visit as PM to Nepal in 2014, PM Modi 

had said India must start executing its projects timely. The company executing Arun 

Three is also being awarded the 695-MW Arun Four projects, followed by the decision to 

award West Seti to NHPC. 

 Estimated to cost Nepali Rs 104 billion (Indian Rs 6,500 crore), the project is envisaged to 

provide Nepal 31.9% electricity free. Besides, locals affected by the project are being given a 

share of Nepali Rs 10 million plus 30 units of electricity per month free. 

 Nepal’s Constitution has a provision under which any treaty or agreement with another 

country on natural resources will require Parliament’s ratification by at least a two-thirds 

majority. That will also mean homework will be required before any hydro project is signed 

and given for execution. 

 Nepal has a massive power shortfall as it generates only around 900 MW against 

an installed capacity of nearly 2,000 MW. Although it is currently selling 364 MW 

power to India, it has over the years importing from India. 

14. Answer Writing Value Addition: India-Nepal Power 

Trade Relations 

 
 The content below examines the factual aspect of India-Nepal Power Trade 

bring out the issues of delay and poor execution from Indian side. The content 

has special emphasis on the West Seti project as this project comes to us after 

China has withdrawn from it.  

 The content in bold has to be included in answer directly to show the extent of 

power trade between the two neighbours and how it is becoming a crucial 

determinant of the relationship. 
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Dipak Gyawali, a former Energy Minister: 

 

“Until India agrees to value Nepal’s water and the existing focus on power is not 

reviewed, mutual distrust will continue to eclipse the potential for progress of both 

sides in the long term. Once the projects are made multi-purpose — with flood control, 

navigation, fisheries, irrigation contributing to agricultural growth etc, giving due 

value to water — the cost of power will be much lower compared to existing rates, and 

people on both sides will have multiple benefits.” 

It is still not clear what changes or expansion the NHPC will propose to the project initially 

planned at 750 MW, but the project will be a storage scheme generating power round the year 

to be supplied to India, either for domestic consumption or for the trade through its national 

grid. 

And its success is expected to restore India’s image in Nepal and give it weightage in 

future considerations for hydropower projects, when competition is bound to be 

tough. West Seti, therefore, has the potential to be a defining model for Nepal India’s 

power relations in future. 
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 Since February 23, the day before Russia invaded Ukraine, the European Union’s Council 

has adopted six rounds of sanctions to “impose clear economic and political costs” on 

the government of President Vladimir Putin, and to “cripple the Kremlin’s ability to 

finance the war”. 

 Western governments, including the United States and United Kingdom, have cut off 

major Russian banks from SWIFT, the interbank messaging system to enable cross-

border payments.  

 They have frozen some $315 billion out the $550 billion of the Central Bank of the 

Russian Federation’s (CBR) foreign exchange reserves held in currencies and 

gold within their jurisdictions. 

 On April 6, the White House issued a statement that the “most impactful, coordinated 

and wide-ranging economic restrictions in history” would cause Russia’s GDP to 

“contract up to 15 per cent this year, wiping out the last 15 years of economic gains”. 

 

 

 

Have the Sanctions actually worked? 

 More than four months into the war, the story hasn’t quite followed the West’s predicted 

script. To begin with, the latest median forecast of GDP decline for 2022 conducted 

by the CBR between May 25 and 31 is at -7.5% (minus). This is better than the -9.2% 

(minus) average growth forecast made in a previous survey from April 13-19. 

 The median forecast of consumer price inflation for the year too, has fallen from 22% to 

17% between the two surveys. 

 The sanctions initially led to a free fall of the Russian ruble, from about 76 to the US dollar 

in mid-February to a low of 158.3 on March 7. But as the ruble bounced back to 75-76 levels 

towards the second week of April — and is currently trading at over seven-year-high 

levels of 53.4 to the dollar.  

 With the ruble appreciating, inflation trending downwards (rather than upwards, 

as predicted by the White House) and GDP unlikely to shrink quite as much as 

predicted, the West’s sanctions have not had their intended effect. 

 Nor has Russia’s external trade really suffered. The country’s surplus of goods and 

services exports over imports has widened, from $44.5 billion in January-May 2021 to 

15. Answer Writing Value Addition: Western Sanction 

against Russia. 

 
 The content below elaborates on the nature and quantum of sanctions imposed 

on Russia due to the Ukraine War. Information on sanctions can be mentioned 

in form a hub and spoke diagram as the multiplicity of examples is of greater 

importance than explanation of any one sanction.  

 Content in bold is to be directly added to the answer. 

 

 The below analysis explains why the sanctions have failed to produce the 

desired impact and contrary to expectations, Russian economy seems to have 

survived them. 

 Factual examples highlighted in bold can be included directly in answers. 

 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/everyday-explainers/russia-invasion-ukraine-history-creation-explained-7791147/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/04/06/fact-sheet-united-states-g7-and-eu-impose-severe-and-immediate-costs-on-russia/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/04/06/fact-sheet-united-states-g7-and-eu-impose-severe-and-immediate-costs-on-russia/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/everyday-explainers/what-are-wholesale-price-index-consumer-price-index-inflation-rates-7820831/
https://www.cbr.ru/eng/statistics/ddkp/mo_br/
https://www.cbr.ru/eng/statistics/ddkp/mo_br/
https://www.cbr.ru/eng/statistics/macro_itm/svs/bop-eval/
https://www.cbr.ru/eng/statistics/macro_itm/svs/bop-eval/
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$124.3 billion in January-May 2022. So has its overall current account surplus — 

from $32.1 billion to $110.3 billion — for the comparable periods. 

 

 

 

 

 

Why do the sanctions appear not to have had the desired effect? 

 The main reason is the dependence, especially of EU countries, on energy imports 

from Russia. In 2021, Russia accounted for 25.7% of the petroleum oil, 44.5% of 

natural gas, and 52.3% of the coal imported by the 27-nation bloc. 

 During the first 100 days of the war, from February 24 to June 3, Russia’s revenues from 

fossil fuel exports totalled 93 billion euros ($98 billion), the EU’s share alone was 57 

billion euros or 61%. 

 In its sixth “package” of sanctions on June 3, the EU decided to phase out imports of crude 

oil and refined products from Russia over six and eight months respectively. Temporary 

exemption was granted to countries such as Hungary and Slovakia, which import 

crude oil by pipeline and “have no viable alternative options”. 

 This was preceded by an outright prohibition on Russian coal imports from August, as part 

of a fifth round of sanctions on April 8. 

 It remains to be seen how successful these import phase-out plans will be, in terms of 

implementation on the ground. The test will be in the winter, when energy demand peaks. 

 Fatih Birol, executive director of the International Energy Agency, recently warned that 

Europe is at risk of energy rationing, particularly “if we have a harsh and long winter”, 

and if the cold weather coincides with resurgent demand in China post the lifting of Covid 

lockdowns there. 

 The EU for now has not announced any ban on natural gas imports from Russia. 

This, even as the Russian state-owned energy giant Gazprom has cut gas supplies 

to nearly a dozen EU countries, including Germany, France and Italy, over the 

past few weeks. 

Have China and India had a role to play in this situation? 

 It is significant that China and India have emerged as major buyers of Russian fossil fuels. 

But among individual countries, China (16.6 billion euros) has surpassed Germany as the 

largest importer from Russia. At No. 8 is India. Its imports during this period are valued 

at 3.7 billion euros, comprising 3.2 billion euros of oil, and the balance coal. 

 While the EU is trying hard to wean itself off Russian energy, Moscow has aggressively 

diversified its exports towards China and India. China was the world’s top importer of 

crude oil in 2021, with India ranked third behind the US. 

 In May, Russia overtook Saudi Arabia to be China’s leading crude supplier. In 

2021-22, Russia was the ninth biggest crude exporter to India. However, by May, it 

 The below analysis explains what were the factors which led to the poor 

impact of the sanctions. Key focus has to be on Europe own energy needs and 

also on the role played by China and India. Students can use the data related 

to Europe to prove a very critical point in their analysis: that why it is 

hypocritical for the West to target India and China over energy imports and 

negating the sanctions when Europe itself continues to be the bulk importer 

and provider of much needed revenue to Russia. 

 

https://energyandcleanair.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Financing-Putins-war-100-days_20220613.pdf
https://energyandcleanair.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Financing-Putins-war-100-days_20220613.pdf
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-russia-cut-gas-supplies-europe-7982615/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-russia-cut-gas-supplies-europe-7982615/
https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/oil-and-gas/russia-overtakes-saudi-arabia-to-become-indias-2nd-biggest-oil-supplier/92192709
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had jumped seven positions to displace Saudi Arabia and become No. 2 after only 

Iraq. 

 By continuing to sell to the EU, and at the same time ramping up exports to China 

and India by offering steep discounts on international prices, Russia has 

effectively blunted Western sanctions. 

Does this mean sanctions targeting Russia have ended up hurting the 

West? 

 The share of oil and gas in Russia’s merchandise exports at close to 50% in 2021. It was 66% 

during 2011-14, when crude prices averaged over $100 per barrel. High prices are again 

benefitting Russia. 

 As Russia has increased efforts to find alternative markets and the world is 

figuring out ways to trade with it, the country’s exports may not drastically drop 

from the $494 billion of 2021. 

 Again, it isn’t just fossil fuels. In the coming months, one can expect Russia to step up 

exports of wheat and fertilisers.  

 Being also the world’s biggest supplier of palladium and nickel — which are 

central inputs in emission control systems and electric vehicle batteries 

respectively — besides ferro- alloys, chromium and vanadium (required for steel 

production), makes it easier for Russia to cope with sanctions than it is for Cuba, 

Iran, or North Korea. 

 Europe and the West might be discovering that sanctions are perhaps hurting them more 

than they are hurting Russia. 
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 India and Australia decided to strengthen their partnership in the field of projects and 

supply chains for critical minerals. Australia confirmed that it would “commit A$5.8 

million to the three-year India-Australia Critical Minerals Investment 

Partnership”. 

 Australia has the resources to help India fulfil its ambitions to lower emissions and meet 

growing demand for critical minerals to help India’s space and defence industries, and the 

manufacture of solar panels, batteries and electric vehicles. 

 

 

 

What are critical minerals? 

 Critical minerals are elements that are the building blocks of essential modern-day 

technologies, and are at risk of supply chain disruptions. These minerals are now used 

everywhere from making mobile phones, computers to batteries, electric vehicles and green 

technologies like solar panels and wind turbines. Based on their individual needs and 

strategic considerations, different countries create their own lists. 

 However, such lists mostly include graphite, lithium and cobalt, which are used for making 

EV batteries; rare earths that are used for making magnets and silicon which is a key 

mineral for making computer chips and solar panels. 

 Aerospace, communications and defence industries also rely on several such minerals as 

they are used in manufacturing fighter jets, drones, radio sets and other critical equipment. 

Why is this resource critical? 

 As countries around the world scale up their transition towards clean energy and digital 

economy, these critical resources are key to the ecosystem that fuels this change. Any 

supply shock can severely imperil the economy and strategic autonomy of a country over-

dependent on others to procure critical minerals. 

 But these supply risks exist due to rare availability, growing demand and complex 

processing value chain. Many times the complex supply chain can be disrupted by hostile 

regimes, or due to politically unstable regions. 

 As a US government statement in February noted: “As the world transitions to a clean 

energy economy, global demand for these critical minerals is set to skyrocket by 

400-600 per cent over the next several decades, and, for minerals such as lithium 

and graphite used in electric vehicle (EV) batteries, demand will increase by even 

more — as much as 4,000 per cent.” 

 They are critical as the world is fast shifting from a fossil fuel-intensive to a mineral-

intensive energy system. 

 

16. Answer Writing Value Addition: India-Australia 

Critical Minerals Investment Partnership 

 

 The content below explains what critical minerals are and why they are 

increasingly becoming a much sought commodity in International Trade. These 

resources can deeply impact the transition of any nation into a digital and 

green economy driven nation and also, they are critical for Defence Sector. 
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What is the China ‘threat’? 

 According to the 2019 USGS Mineral Commodity Summaries report, China is the world’s 

largest producer of 16 critical minerals. 

 China, according to a report on the role of critical minerals by the International Energy 

Agency, is “responsible for some 70% and 60% of global production of cobalt and 

rare earth elements, respectively, in 2019. It also controls cobalt mines in the 

Democratic Republic of Congo, from where 70% of this mineral is sourced. 

 In 2010, China suspended rare earth exports to Japan for two months over a territorial 

dispute. The decision, according to the Brookings Institution, made the market prices of 

REEs jump anywhere between 60% to 350%. The prices returned to normal only after a 

year of China resuming shipments. 

What are countries around the world doing about it? 

 In 2021, the US ordered a review of vulnerabilities in its critical minerals supply chains and 

found that an over-reliance on “foreign sources and adversarial nations for critical minerals 

and materials posed national and economic security threats”. Post the supply chain 

assessment, it has shifted its focus on expanding domestic mining, production, processing, 

and recycling of critical minerals and materials. 

 India has set up KABIL or the Khanij Bidesh India Limited, a joint venture of three 

public sector companies, to “ensure a consistent supply of critical and strategic 

minerals to the Indian domestic market”.  

 Australia’s Critical Minerals Facilitation Office (CMFO) and KABIL had recently signed an 

MoU aimed at ensuring reliable supply of critical minerals to India. 

 

 

Comments in bold are to be directly included in your answers. 

 

 Shyam Saran: India and Australia are at the two ends of a strategic ocean space 

which is increasingly being described as the Indo-Pacific. 

 C Raja Mohan: Strategic cooperation between India and Australia can contribute to the 

construction of a stable maritime order in the region. Promoting regionalism in the Indian 

Ocean and strengthening regional maritime security have been prominent themes in Delhi’s 

deepening partnership with Australia in recent years. 

 The analysis given below explains the factors which led to India seeking the 

said partnership with Australia. While the engagement prima facia appears 

to be bilateral in nature, it is our dependence on China for critical minerals, 

which has alarmed India and pushed us to seek the supplies elsewhere. 

Worsening India-China relations make it crucial that India has an alternate 

source which allows our Electronics, Green Energy, Defence and other sectors 

to innovate and modernize themselves without source material constraints. 

 All Factual information in bold in the article needs to be directly 

incorporated. 

 

Scholarly Analysis and Observations 
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 Natasha Jha Bhaskar: The Australia–India bilateral story is changing by the day. The 

engagement on both sides has amplified across multiple platforms and sectors, clearly 

focused on building tangible commitments and actions, to embrace a win-win partnership.  

‘People’ are at the centre of this bilateral relationship, and exchanges provide a natural 

advantage of advisory and advocacy by building stronger cultural 

understanding/intelligence and establishing transnational networks that can be utilised in 

a big way. 

 Amitabh Mattoo: India-Australia Economic Cooperation and Trade Agreement 

represents a watershed moment in bilateral relations, and a significant turning 

point for India’s foreign policy – in terms of geo-strategy as well as geo-economics. 

 Dr Tejinder Hundal in his book “India and Australia in Indo-Pacific: Dynamics of 

Defence, Diplomacy, and Diaspora”:  As the India Australia relationship upgrades from 

3Cs of Cricket, Curry and Commonwealth to 3Ds of Defence, Diplomacy and Diaspora, the 

evolving dynamics of the relationship have a huge potential for both the countries. The 

opportunities provided by the 3Ds are immense and are having incremental, clear and 

conclusive repercussions for the relationship. Based on Defence, Diplomacy and Diaspora 

and supported by specifics, India and Australia in Indo-Pacific provides an insight into the 

interplay between the three Ds and attempts to lend a prediction for the bilateral 

relationship. 
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 The US House of Representatives passed a legislative amendment that exempts India 

from economic sanctions under the Countering America’s Adversaries Through 

Sanctions Act (CAATSA), for purchasing the S-400 missile defence system from 

Russia in 2018. Indian-American Congressman Ro Khanna introduced the amendment, 

urging the Biden administration to provide a waiver to India. 

What is the CAATSA, and could it apply to India? 

 CAATSA is a law that came into effect in the US in 2017, and was meant to punish 

countries having deep engagements with Russia, North Korea, and Iran using economic 

sanctions. It said countries having a “significant transaction” with Russian intelligence 

and military agents will be subject to at least five kinds of sanctions. 

 Ordinary transactions will not invite sanctions, and the decision of who has sanctions 

imposed on them comes down to the interpretation of “significant transaction”. This is 

one of the various waivers or exemptions mentioned, such as the transaction not affecting 

US strategic interests, not endangering the alliances it is a part of, etc. 

 Section 231 of the law notifies 39 Russian entities, including all the major defence 

companies like Rosoboron export, Sukhoi Aviation, Russian Aircraft Corporation MiG, 

transactions with whom could invite sanctions. Almaz- Antey Air and Space Defence 

Corporation JSC, who have made the S-400 system, are in this list. 

 India has purchased the S-400 Triumf missile system, which has advanced capabilities to 

judge the distance from a target and launch a surface-to-air missile attack. Five such 

systems were bought by India in 2018 for US$ 5.5 billion and in November last year, their 

delivery began. They were deployed in Punjab. 

 However, the application of CAATSA is not limited to the S-400, and may include 

other joint ventures for manufacturing or developing weapons in the future, or 

any other kinds of major deals with Russia. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why did the US enact CAATSA? 

 The US flagged issues of Russia’s alleged interference in its 2016 Presidential elections and 

its role in the Syrian war as some of the reasons for punishing engagement with it.  

 EU countries such as France and Germany that had even more significant ties 

with Russia for oil and gas supply before the Ukraine-Russia conflict in 2022, had 

17. Answer Writing Value Addition: US Exemption to India 

from CAATSA 

 

 While the article talks in detail about the various aspects of CAATSA, the key 

argument which needs to be incorporated in answer is why India was 

exempted from the Act.  

 Comments in bold from Experts need to be directly added to answer to show 

the USA’s approach and perception on the matter and how it believes special 

treatment towards India is justified on the grounds that the latter is an 

indispensable partner to USA in its struggle to contain the belligerent rise of 

China. Weakening of India’s defensive capabilities is going to hurt Western 

Interests in the longer run: The perception which resulted in the exemption. 

 

https://indianexpress.com/article/world/us-house-votes-for-india-specific-caatsa-waiver-8030390/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/s-400-purchase-air-defence-system-india-us-relation-7626388/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/s-400-purchase-air-defence-system-india-us-relation-7626388/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/everyday-explainers/russia-invasion-ukraine-history-creation-explained-7791147/
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criticised CAATSA. France’s foreign ministry said the new policy seemed “at odds with 

international law due to the extra-territorial reach,” according to a Reuters report 

from the time. 

 In 2020, Turkey was sanctioned for its purchase of the S-400 system.  

So why was CAATSA not imposed on India till now? 

 The US had never categorically stated whether CAATSA would apply to India. Donald Lu, 

Assistant Secretary of State for South and Central Asia, said: “India is a really 

important security partner of ours now. And we value moving forward that 

partnership and I hope that part of what happens with the extreme criticism that 

Russia has faced is that India will find it’s now time to further distances.” 

 With the ongoing conflict in Ukraine and the US hardening its stance against Russia, India 

has continued its neutrality and not joined any of the sanctions against Russia imposed by 

Western countries. India has mentioned the need for the S-400 missiles for its border 

defence several times in the past. 

 Then External Affairs Ministry spokesperson Anurag Srivastava had said in 

January 2021 that “India has always pursued an independent foreign policy. This 

also applies to our defence acquisitions and supplies which are guided by our 

national security interests.” 

 

 

Comments in bold are to be directly included in your answers. 

 

 Dhruv Jaishankar: India has made it clear that its relationship with Russia will 

remain independent of US policy, as encapsulated in the agreement to procure the 

S-400 air defence system. In the face of India’s insistence, the US Congress has created 

some legislative wiggle room to exempt India (and other partners) from resulting sanctions, 

conscious that the implications of sanctioning India for its relationship with Russia would 

be to the long-term detriment of US strategic interests.  

 Mark S. Cogan: As India is a critical partner in America’s plans to counter China’s 

rise in the Indo-Pacific, a compelling challenge awaiting India may be the Biden 

administration’s intended policy to bridge the Euro-Atlantic vision with the Indo-

Pacific. 

 Harsh V. Pant: India and the US are strategic partners today in the true sense of 

the term. But a partnership among mature major powers is never about seeking a complete 

convergence. It is about managing differences by ensuring a continuous dialogue and 

channelling these differences into crafting new opportunities.  

 Indian-American Congressman Ro Khanna :“The United States must stand with 

India in the face of escalating aggression from China.US should take additional steps 

to encourage India to accelerate India’s transition of Russian-built weapons and defence 

systems while strongly supporting India’s immediate defence needs.” 

 

 

  

Scholarly Analysis and Observations 
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The summit 

 Forty high-level ministers from 17 countries, including Cameroon, Burkina Faso, Eswatini, 

Republic of the Congo, Ethiopia, Gabon, Equatorial Guinea, Ghana, Niger, Malawi, 

Mauritius, Sudan, Namibia, Nigeria and Sierra Leone, are participating in the two-day 

summit. 

 The CII-EXIM Bank Conclave on India-Africa Growth Partnership was launched in 

2005 with the support of India’s Ministry of External Affairs and Ministry of Commerce & 

Industry to encourage the development of private investment from India in African 

countries. 

 This is the 17th edition of the conclave. Over the years, it has “emerged as one of the 

largest congregations of senior ministers, policy makers and business leaders 

from Africa and India, cutting across sectors”, and “played a pivotal role in 

encouraging Indian companies to establish and grow their footprint in Africa”, 

according to the conclave website. 

 This year’s conclave focuses on infrastructure development and trade finance, education 

and training, agriculture and food processing, consultancy services, and healthcare in 

addition to other areas where Indian companies have steadily increased their presence over 

the years in Africa. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The significance 

 Trade between the African subcontinent and India increased from $7.2 billion in 

2001 to $59.9 billion in 2017, making India the continent’s fourth-largest national 

trading partner, according to Exim Bank and the African Export-Import Bank 

(Afriexim Bank). Trade with India accounted for more than 6.4 per cent of total 

African trade in 2017. 

 Data from the Ministry of Commerce and Industry show bilateral trade between India and 

the 48 countries of sub-Saharan Africa was valued at $46.82 billion in 2020-21, down from 

$55.70 billion in 2019-20. India has a negative trade balance with sub-Saharan Africa, the 

Ministry figures show. 

18. Answer Writing Value Addition: CII-EXIM Bank 

Conclave on India-Africa Growth Partnership 

 

 The article valuable content on the nature and quantum of trade 

between India & Africa and also how Africa stands to gain a lot more 

than India from the said trade. Country specific examples from 

Mauritius show the deepening engagement of India in the continent.  

 All the content in bold is to be directly incorporated in questions on 

India-Africa Trade Relations and selectively on the general analysis 

based questions pertaining to India-Africa relations. Focus also has to 

be on diversity of sectors being covered under the partnership. 
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 In a statement issued on Africa Day on May 25, the Ministry of External Affairs said that 

38 African nations have benefited from India’s Duty Free Tariff Preference (DFTP) 

scheme which provides duty free access to 98.2 per cent of India’s total tariff lines. 

 Lines of Credit (LoCs) worth $12.26 billion have so far been extended to African 

countries, making them the second-largest recipient of India’s concessional loans, 

the MEA said. 

Key countries 

 Some sessions at the conference are country-specific, focusing on individual countries, for 

instance, Mauritius, Namibia and Gabon. Mauritius, especially, has emerged as a financial 

hub and a gateway to the African continent for India. 

 Mauritius is the first and only African country so far to have a CECPA 

(Comprehensive Economic Cooperation and Partnership Agreement) with India, 

an agreement that aims at building trade ties between the two countries. 

 Political stability and rapid economic recovery post Covid-19 have made resource-rich 

Namibia in southern Africa attractive for foreign investment, the conclave’s website says. 

The country has rich deposits of uranium, diamonds, copper, phosphates and other 

minerals. 

 At a trade summit last year, the country’s high commissioner to India, Gabriel P Sinimbo, 

had indicated the country was exploring the possibility of exporting diamonds and semi-

precious stones directly to India rather than through other countries. 

 Over the years, Indian enterprises have invested in energy, healthcare, and agriculture 

sectors, as well as the business of diamond cutting and polishing, in Namibia. Analysts 

expect these sectors to grow over the next few years 

 

 

Comments in bold are to be directly included in your answers. 

 S. Jaishankar: India’s support to Africa has always been without any 

conditionality or hidden agenda. 

 S. Jaishankar on India’s Developmental Partnership with Africa: “It envisages co-

capabilities and co-benefits, while promoting local ownership. As a result, we see a 

unique level of trust that is even more valuable as we contemplate the challenges 

ahead.” 

 Mahesh Sachdev: India is neither a rich country nor has its hands been tainted by a 

history of slavery, colonisation and the exploitation of Africa, India’s aid to Africa should be 

reciprocated by acknowledgement and quid pro quo in terms of goodwill, and institutional 

preference. India cannot simply be a cash cow for Africa, particularly when its own 

economy is slowing down. 

 Suhasini Haider: For many African countries, India doesn’t represent just a ‘white knight’ 

or trading partner; it represents a country with similar problems, tropical climate, and 

challenges of poverty and disease, but has overcome many of these challenges through low-

cost innovations. 

 Rajiv Bhatia: Africa and India should remains optimally engaged. India needs to restore 

Africa to its primary position in India’s diplomacy and economic engagement. 

Scholarly Analysis and Observations 

 

https://indianexpress.com/about/coronavirus/


8929879230                          Unacademy Code: DRPIYUSH11                  https://t.me/piyush_choubey
  

https://piyushchaubey.com/ | https://momentumias.com/                                                    
                                connect@momentumias.com |prateek.tripathi@momentumias.com 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbm-hqbXj4levDSITryu5TQ                          2nd Floor, 17A/41, Karolbagh 110005 

Pa
ge

5
0 

 

 

 The two-day visit to Moscow by Pakistan’s Prime Minister Imran Khan came at a time 

when President Vladimir Putin is the bad boy of the world for his actions against Ukraine. 

Imran became the first foreign leader to visit Russia after Putin recognised two breakaway 

regions of Ukraine as independent republics, and the first Prime Minister of Pakistan to 

travel to that country since the landmark visit by Nawaz Sharif in 1999. 

 While Imran’s visit reflects the greatly improved ties between Pakistan and 

Russia, their mutual partnership with China that has grown in recent years 

signals the undeniable development of a new axis in South Asia and Central Asia. 

The relations of each of these countries with the United States have worsened 

over the last two years. This and their overlapping stakes and interests in 

Afghanistan and Central Asia, and the Belt and Road Initiative, have seen these 

three countries take the lead in projecting the Taliban as the rightful claimants to 

power in Kabul. 

A Brief Background of Relations: 

 Pakistan’s relations with Russia have come a long way since the time it was a willing ally 

and treaty partner of the US bloc against the Soviet Union. It had helped the US repair its 

relations with China, which sent Beijing and Moscow further apart. In response, India and 

USSR solidified their ties with a defence pact, and increased economic and people-to-people 

exchanges. 

 Pakistan saw itself as a frontline state against the spread of communism, and actively aided 

and assisted in the defeat of the Red Army in the first Afghan war, with the US and Saudi 

Arabia using the Pak Army to funnel funds and weapons to the mujahideen. 

 The collapse of the Soviet Union led to major shifts in international relations. From their 

vantage points, Pakistan and Russia watched the US and post-economic-reforms India draw 

closer. Towards the end of the presidency of Boris Yeltsin, Nawaz Sharif became the first 

Pakistani leader to visit Moscow. 

 But it was only in the next decade that Putin’s Russia, looking for new markets for its 

military hardware, as well as new international partners, began building ties with 

Pakistan. By then, serious rifts had emerged between the Obama Administration and 

Pakistan, with the killing of Osama bin Laden in a stealth raid by US marines in Pakistan’s 

Abbottabad being the turning point. 

 

 

 

 

 

19. Answer Writing Value Addition: Pak-Russia dynamics 

in a changing world 

 

 The below analysis provides for the newly emerging factors responsible for the 

increasing convergence between Moscow and Islamabad. While the engagement 

has been mostly strategic in nature, it is slowly spilling over to other domains 

as well.  

 All the factual examples of cooperation are to be included in answers. 

 

https://indianexpress.com/article/world/pakistan-prime-minister-imran-khans-first-visit-to-russia-from-feb-23-7784445/
https://indianexpress.com/about/imran-khan/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/everyday-explainers/russia-invasion-ukraine-history-creation-explained-7791147/
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The Emergence of Russia-Pakistan- China Axis?  

 In 2011, to New Delhi’s shock, Russia lifted its four-decade-old arms embargo on Pakistan 

— and within four years, would sell Pakistan its first MiG attack helicopters. As a US 

defeat in Afghanistan began to look certain, both countries made common cause on 

Afghanistan, again to India’s dismay. 

 In September 2016, after the Jaish-e-Mohammed attack in Uri, Russia went ahead with a 

joint military exercise with Pakistan, ignoring New Delhi’s appeal against it. In 2017, with 

Indo-Pak relations at their lowest, Russia sold more helicopters to Pakistan. 

 And after its 2014 annexation of Crimea, Russia found a friend in China, the long-time 

friend of Pakistan, triangulating the relationship. 

 Both Pakistan and Russia are participants in China’s Belt and Road Initiative. After the 

Taliban takeover in Afghanistan, the world has seen the three take common positions and 

in tacit acknowledgment of each other’s interests in that country. 

New Delhi and Moscow: 

 However, Russia is hardly starry-eyed about its relations with Pakistan. As its support for 

the designation of Pakistan-based terrorist groups, including those targeting India such as 

the Jaish and its leader, and the Lashkar-e-Taiba, have shown, Russia has clear views 

against Pakistan’s patronage of terrorists. And even while it is supportive of the 

Taliban regime, Russia is concerned about Islamist extremism emanating from 

Afghanistan appearing in the Central Asian republics and on the margins of its 

own territory. 

 Also, even though the Russia-India relationship is not what it used to be in the 

Soviet days, both sides recognise its continued mutual benefits. Russia remains 

India’s biggest arms supplier and India took the risk of being sanctioned by the 

US when it bought the Russian S 400 missile defence system. And New Delhi has 

not yet allowed its close ties with the US to tilt its delicate balance on the Ukraine 

issue. 

What does Pakistan want with Russia? 

 Pakistan wants Russia to invest in, and construct a $2.5 billion gas pipeline from the 

seaport in Karachi to Kasur in the Punjab hinterland, even though this pipeline is unlikely 

to transport Russian gas.  

 Moscow, however, appears to be more interested in the possibility of building the 1,800-km 

Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan-India (TAPI) pipeline — something that 

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov said last July. 

 Despite publicly stated opposition to normalising relations with India over Kashmir, 

Pakistani officials too have been talking about the potential of TAPI — while also pushing 

with the Russians another plan for a Kazakhstan-Pakistan pipeline. 
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Pakistan and Chinese leaders describe their ties using metaphors such as “higher than the 

mountains” and “deeper than the oceans”.  

The below given analysis explains the various determinants and the enablers of the 

Pakistan-China bond. The first para discusses the role played by China in 

development of the nuclear capabilities of Pakistan and the factual details are to be 

memorized to tackle a direct question on the relationship. 

 

The Nuclear Factor in Sino-Pak Relations: 

 The relationship between China and Pakistan developed over the 1970s and ’80s. Nuclear 

cooperation was one of the key pillars, especially after India tested its nuclear device in 

1974. 

 China has played a significant role in helping Pakistan develop its nuclear energy 

technology. In September 1986, they signed an agreement to facilitate the transfer of civil 

nuclear technology. 

 In 1991, China agreed to supply Pakistan with its indigenously developed Qinshan-1 

nuclear power plant. Construction on Chashma Nuclear Power Plant-1 began in 

1993, and the 300 MWe reactor became operational in May 2000. A second 300 MWe power 

plant at Chashma, C-2, went critical in 2011. 

 After India tested its nuclear device in 1998, Pakistan followed suit —largely due to help 

from Beijing. 

 BBC journalist Gordon Corera wrote in Shopping for Bombs: Nuclear Proliferation, 

Global Insecurity, and the Rise and Fall of the A.Q. Khan Network: Nuclear Proliferation, 

Global Insecurity and the Rise of the A.Q. Khan Network’: “If you subtract China’s help, 

there wouldn’t be a Pakistani nuclear programme”. 

 

 

 

 

The India Factor in Sino-Pak Relations: 

 The 1988 rapprochement between India and China with Rajiv Gandhi’s visit became a 

watershed moment. There was a clear shift for Beijing, where it saw ties with India 

from an economic lens and focused on trade, while separately talking to India on 

the border dispute. This was much to the discomfiture of Islamabad. 

 During the Kargil conflict of 1999, Beijing counselled Islamabad that they should withdraw 

troops, and “should exercise self-control and solve conflicts through peaceful means”. And in 

July that year, the Chinese foreign ministry asked India and Pakistan to “respect the line of 

control in Kashmir and resume negotiations at an early date in accordance with the spirit of 

the Lahore declaration”. This was perceived as a snub to Islamabad. 

20. Answer Writing Value Addition: The Pakistan-China 

relationship 

 

 The second biggest determinant of the relationship is the India factor. Through 

factual examples provided below, one has to explain how Chinese support to 

Pakistan against India has been at best guarded and cautious but at the same 

time presents a credible threat to Indian interests.  

 Arguments and statements in bold are to be incorporated directly in answers. 
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 Beijing adopted a similar cautious approach after the Parliament attack in 2002, the Op 

Parakram build up, as well as the Mumbai terror attack in 2008. This was also visible in 

the way China responded when the Balakot air strikes took place after the Pulwama attack 

in February 2019. In fact, China signed off at the UNSC statement, while blocking Jaish-e-

Mohammad chief Masood Azhar’s designation as a global terrorist in March 2019. 

 The China-Pakistan tango continued with the turn of the century, as Beijing saw India 

moving closer to the US. The US-India nuclear deal left Pakistan worried, and the Beijing-

Islamabad nexus tried to block the exemption at the Nuclear Suppliers Group. 

 Since 2013, as Xi Jinping’s China sought to flex its muscle with border stand-offs in 

Depsang, Chumar, Doklam and eastern Ladakh, India has been wary of the axis with 

Islamabad. 

 India’s August 2019 move to abrogate Art 370 and revoke the special status of Jammu and 

Kashmir has spilled over to the diplomatic front — making Beijing and Islamabad (and 

Rawalpindi) angry and bringing them even closer. 

 China’s stand on Kashmir is reflected much earlier. A Chinese diplomatic note to India from 

1965, reproduced in J N Dixit’s book, “India-Pakistan in War and Peace,” said, “So 

long as the Indian government oppresses the Kashmiri people, China will not cease 

to support the Kashmiri people in their struggle for self-determination. So long as 

the Government of India persists in its unbridled aggression towards Pakistan, 

China will not cease supporting Pakistan in her just struggle against aggression.” 

 

 

 

 

 

The Economic Aspect of the Sino-Pak Relationship: 

 Pakistan’s economic dependence on Beijing too has increased in recent years. The fact that 

it has been on the grey list of the Financial Action Task Force for terrorist 

financing, despite Beijing presiding as the chair for a year, displayed China’s 

limitations in helping its all-weather friend. 

 China had blocked the listing of Masood Azhar several times before yielding to US and 

European pressure in May 2019 when it lifted the block. It is also worried about the 

East Turkestan Islamic Movement (ETIM) getting emboldened and support from 

Pakistan-based terror groups and creating trouble in Xinjiang province where 

Uighurs have been marginalised. 

 Islamabad, which speaks for the rights of Muslims across the world including India, has 

kept a studied silence on the treatment of Uyghur minorities. Imran Khan has said his 

country believes in China’s version. 

 From Pakistan’s perspective, with the US out of the region and Washington losing 

interest in Afghanistan, Beijing is the best bet for its failing economy, which is 

dependent on external debt bailouts. China’s Belt and Road Initiative has 

 The below analysis explain how the Pak-China bonhomie is going beyond India 

now. With increasing divergence from USA, Pakistan is on the lookout for a 

replacement and China needs a stronghold in South Asia. Therefore, the 

economic engagement is accelerating. As long as Pakistan remains sensitive to 

Chinese security concerns, the economic aspect will continue to grow.  

 All arguments and information in bold are to be directly added to answers. 

 

https://indianexpress.com/about/balakot-air-strike/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/profile-in-terror-masood-azhar-jaish-e-mohammad-global-terrorist-5705820/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/profile-in-terror-masood-azhar-jaish-e-mohammad-global-terrorist-5705820/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/profile-in-terror-masood-azhar-jaish-e-mohammad-global-terrorist-5705820/
https://indianexpress.com/about/imran-khan/
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manifested in the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). It has led to some 

investments, but there are voices within Pakistan who have started questioning 

whether the project will provide jobs for people of Pakistan. 

 From China’s perspective, it offers access to the western Indian Ocean through the Gwadar 

port in Balochistan. 

 

 

 

The Strategic Aspect of Sino-Pak Relationship: 

 In 2020, China signed a defence pact with Pakistan.  

 The Pakistan Army recently inducted its first batch of Chinese-made VT-4 battle tanks. 

Pakistan has procured Chinese-made combat drones or unmanned combat aerial vehicles. 

 The Chinese defence ministry quoted Wei as expressing a desire to “push the mil-to-mil 

relationship to a higher level, so as to jointly cope with various risks and challenges, firmly 

safeguard the sovereignty and security interests of the two countries, and safeguard the 

regional peace and stability.” 

 Pakistan endorses China’s position on its core issues including the South China 

Sea, Taiwan, Xinjiang, and Tibet. 

 The growing number of China- Pakistan military exercises is a further sign of the 

deepening military partnership. The two militaries recently conducted a joint exercise 

close to the Line of Actual Control in Tibet. 

 

 

 

The Afghanistan angle 

 After Kabul fell to the Taliban last year, China has now sensed an opportunity to 

get into Afghanistan for influence and resources with help from Pakistan. There 

have been several meetings between Chinese leaders including foreign minister Wang Yi 

and Taliban leaders. 

 China hopes Islamabad will be able to convince the Taliban that Afghanistan 

would not be used as a base for ETIM attacks and Beijing would be transitioning 

towards normalising the Taliban by giving them financial aid. 

 With Beijing’s rise as a global power, India views its partnership with Pakistan as a greater 

concern than before. For New Delhi, the Indo-Pacific strategy involving the US, Australia, 

Japan and European partners is a key bulwark against the axis. 

 

 

 The below analysis provides factual information on the strategic aspect and the 

examples need to be mentioned in any answer related to China-Pak relationship 

without fail. 

 

 The changed political scenario in Afghanistan is the latest boost to the 

partnership. A mutually beneficial partnership is emerging between the two 

and the same has been highlighted to be included in the answers. 

 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/line-of-actual-control-where-it-is-located-and-where-india-and-china-differ-6436436/
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Comments in bold are to be directly included in your answers. 

 

 Aditya Bhan and Sameer Patil: China-Pakistan collusion has become a reality 

where Pakistan has emerged as a proxy for China’s malicious designs.  

 Shruti Jargad: China’s pursuit of good relations with Pakistan goes much beyond the 

territorial dispute with India. While the relationship is bound to continue on good terms in 

the future, there are several pitfalls like Pakistan’s economic weakness, political instability, 

and provincial opposition. All these factors and the resulting asymmetry of state power 

between China and Pakistan have led commentators to proclaim that Pakistan is on its way 

to becoming a satellite state for China. 

 Andrew Small, senior transatlantic fellow at the German Marshall Fund of the 

United States: “The Sino-Pakistani relationship of the future is likely to look more 

like that of the past than the version that emerged after the launch of CPEC in 

2015. Deep security ties will persist, and even intensify as the Sino-Indian 

relationship deteriorates, but without the scale of broad-based economic and 

political engagement that characterized the last few years.” 

  

Scholarly Analysis and Observations 
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 Despite being together in rejecting US unipolarity, the relationship between Russia and 

China is complex and layered. Each has its distinct worldview and specific interests in its 

geographical region, and its own battles to fight. 

 President Vladimir Putin’s show of strength with President Xi Jinping in Beijing amid the 

standoff with NATO on Ukraine is intended to demonstrate that Russia and China were on 

the same page on the “core interests” of upholding “international equity and justice” 

in the face of US “unilateralism”, and supported each other against “external interference 

and regional security threats”. 

 The joint statement issued after the summit — titled ‘International Relations Entering 

a New Era and the Global Sustainable Development’ — hailed the “new inter-State 

relations between Russia and China [as] superior to political and military 

alliances of the Cold War era”, and said the friendship had “no limits” and no 

“forbidden areas of cooperation”. 

 

 

 

 

Points of Convergence: USA and beyond 

 Russia’s 2014 annexation of Crimea in Ukraine led to a sharp downturn in Moscow’s ties 

with the US, NATO, and Europe. This was also the turning point in Russia’s ties with 

China, which revealed the possibilities, potential, and the limits of the relationship. 

 When the US, EU, and Australia imposed sanctions on Russia, Putin turned reflexively to 

Beijing. Over the next year, Russia opened its doors wide for Chinese investments, 

and struck a $400 billion deal for Gazprom, the Russian state monopoly gas 

exporter, to supply 38 billion cubic metres (bcm) annually to China for 30 years 

from 2025. 

 The Power of Siberia pipeline began operations in 2019, and sent 16.5 bcm of gas to 

China last year. During Putin’s visit to Beijing last week, the two countries signed a deal for 

another pipeline, Power of Siberia 2, which will add 10 bcm of gas to the annual supply 

for 30 years. 

 Since 2016, trade between the two countries has gone from $ 50 bn to over $147 bn. 

China is now Russia’s largest trading partner. Towards a modus vivendi in Central 

Asia, the two countries agreed to work towards speeding up the linking of the Russia-led 

Eurasian Economic Union and the Chinese Belt and Road Initiative. 

 With their ties closer than ever before, the crisis in Ukraine has been an 

opportunity for each country to express solidarity with the other’s grievance 

against the US. Should the West impose financial and banking sanctions on 

Russia, Beijing is expected to assist Moscow, perhaps with alternative payment 

methods. 

21. Answer Writing Value Addition: The China-Russia 

relationship 

 

 The below analysis elaborates on the background of convergence between 

Moscow and Beijing which is being driven by Geo-Politics, Confrontation with 

USA and Energy and Defence Trade. All the content in bold is to be used in 

answers related to the Russia-China Relationship with special emphasis on 

factual examples of deals, partnerships, pipelines and projects. 

 

https://indianexpress.com/article/world/russia-china-putin-xi-meeting-beijing-7756618/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/everyday-explainers/what-is-nato-why-is-russia-so-insecure-about-ukraine-joining-us-led-alliance-7805037/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/everyday-explainers/russia-invasion-ukraine-history-creation-explained-7791147/
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 China said during Putin’s visit that Russia’s “reasonable security concerns should be 

recognised and resolved”, an apparent reference to Ukraine’s interest in joining NATO, and 

the joint statement backed the Russian opposition to any expansion of the Western military 

alliance in Europe. 

 Russia reaffirmed support for the One-China principle, and opposed any form of 

independence for Taiwan. The statement also hit out “against the formation of 

closed bloc structures and opposing camps in the Asia-Pacific region” and “the 

negative impact” of the US’s Indo-Pacific strategy. 

 

 

 

 

Points of Divergence: 

 And yet, as several observers have pointed out, the China-Russia compact is not yet a 

formal security alliance against the West, nor is it an ideological partnership. 

 The joint statement referred to NATO’s expansion, but did not mention Ukraine. Back in 

March 2014, in the vote on UN Security Council resolutions on the referendum in Crimea 

that was used by Putin as an excuse to annex the Black Sea peninsula, China had 

abstained — and despite the recent bonhomie, has not recognised Crimea’s 

accession to Russia. 

 China’s main security interests lie in Asia; Russia’s are in Europe. From Putin’s 

demands in ongoing negotiations with the West, it is clear that he is seeking the 

restructuring of European security — and if the US wants to link the crisis in 

eastern Europe with China, it was their problem, not his. Russia, which wants to 

be recognised as a great power once again, has positions independent of Beijing 

on many issues — including on the relationship with India. 

 As the smaller economy — its GDP is a tenth of China’s — but with a strong 

memory of its lost superpower status, Russia is loath to become China’s junior 

partner. Its experience with China in 2014 had brought home the reality that 

friend or not, Beijing drives a hard bargain. The negotiations on the pipeline and 

gas prices were fraught, and Russia is acutely conscious that its gas exports to 

Germany and the rest of Europe gets much more revenue — and that China 

anyway has other pipelines to tap. Also, despite talk of Russia-China co-operation 

in Central Asia, Moscow still sees the region as part of its sphere of influence. 

 For Beijing, war in Ukraine is the least suitable of options. It would take US military 

energies away from the South China Sea, but might also stall talks to resolve trade issues. 

China and the EU are each other’s biggest trading partners — China’s trade with 

Russia is small by comparison. Beijing will not fight the war if it breaks out, but it will 

nonetheless find it messy and complicated to negotiate. 

 The below analysis provides argument-based counter to the above. There are 

several areas where China and Russia don’t see eye to eye.  

 Critical arguments and examples are in bold and need to directly included in 

answers where CRITICIAL EXAMINATION OF RUSSO-SINO RELATIONS is 

required. 
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 As for Ukraine, it is a crucial link in Xi’s BRI project. China is also Ukraine’s biggest 

trading partner — and its agricultural exports, particularly corn, have sustained China 

during its trade war with the US. 

How does India see the Russo-Sino Bonhomie? 

 New Delhi’s best bet would be to treat its relations with both countries and the 

US separately — or it runs the risk of shrinking its own space. India’s 

relationship with Russia is not what it used to be, but there is much that both 

sides continue to see as mutually beneficial. The Russia-China statement did not 

mention China’s border dispute with India; it only made a reference to developing 

cooperation among the three countries. 

 After the Russian-linked Redfish media teased a documentary that drew parallels between 

Kashmir and Palestine, the Russian embassy clarified that Redfish was not official media, 

and reiterated that Kashmir was an issue for India and Pakistan to resolve bilaterally. This 

came a day after Pakistan and China issued a statement expressing concern at India’s 

“unilateral actions” in J&K. 

 As one former Indian diplomat put it, India would restrict its foreign policy choices 

and undermine its own status as a rising power of global standing by taking sides 

in a conflict that has nothing to do with it. 

 

 

 

Comments in bold are to be directly included in your answers. 

 Mandeep Singh: The growing relationship between Russia and China is an 

outcome of their mutual interest in balancing the US ‘rebalancing’ strategy to the 

Asia–Pacific. 

 Dr RajorshiRoy: The robust bilateral ties are in India’s and Russia’s mutual 

interest, given the scope of their partnership. A break, on the other hand, has 

implications for New Delhi and Moscow’s strategic autonomy and balance of power 

calculations, both in their neighbourhood and in relations with others. 

 

  

Scholarly Analysis and Observations 
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 New Delhi has been trying to walk a fine line, negotiating its relationships with the 

United States and other Western nations on one side, and the historically deep and 

strategic ties with Russia on the other, even as its stand is becoming incrementally critical 

to Russia as its forces continue to fight in Ukrainian cities. 

 However, both the sanctions imposed by the United States and other countries on Russia, 

and how Russia views Delhi’s slowly shifting stand are going to have a long-term impact, 

most significantly on the decades old defence trade between the two. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How strong are Indian and Russian defence ties? 

 India was reliant, almost solely on the British, and other Western nations for its arms 

imports immediately after Independence. But this dependence weaned, and by the 1970s 

India was importing several weapons systems from the USSR, making it country’s largest 

defence importer for decades when it came to both basic and sophisticated weapons 

systems. In fact, it has provided some of the most sensitive and important weapons 

platforms that India has required from time to time including nuclear 

submarines, aircraft carriers, tanks, guns, fighter jets, and missiles. 

 According to several people, the defence trade, which remains significant, is one of the 

important causes why India has not taken a critical stand openly against Russia. However, 

India-Russian ties cannot be viewed only from that perspective. 

 The legacy of buying weapons from Russia has made India somewhat dependent on it, and 

even though India has tried to expand the base of countries from which it buys new military 

systems, Russian-origin weapons still have the lion’s share. According to one estimate, 

the share of Russian-origin weapons and platforms across Indian armed forces is 

as high as 85 per cent. 

What is the value of weapons India has bought from Russia? 

 Russia is the second largest arms exporter in the world, following only the United States. In 

the five-year period between 2016 and 2020 America’s share in the global arms 

22. Answer Writing Value Addition : How dependent is India 

on Russia’s weapons? 

 

 The content below talks in detail about the India-Russia Defence ties. 

Students need to focus on the examples of trade volume and major examples 

of deals along with analysis of why Russia continues to be most preferred 

supplier for Indian defence needs. 

 Also one needs to examine what measures India is taking to reduce its huge 

dependence on Russian supplies and why it would be sometime before the 

former is able to achieve the same.  

 Factual examples and arguments have been duly highlighted and the same 

need to be directly incorporated in the answers.  

 The entire article can also be seen as a model answer to questions pertaining 

to Indo-Russian Defence ties. 

 

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/west-pressure-un-vote-make-delhi-tightrope-tighter-7791452/
https://indianexpress.com/article/world/united-states-russia-sanctions-ukraine-7790307/
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trade was 37 per cent, compared to 20 per cent of Russia’s, as per the Stockholm 

International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI), which tracks the global arms trade 

and military expenditure. 

 For Russia, India is the largest importer, and for India, Russia the largest exporter when it 

comes to arms transfer. Between 2000 and 2020, Russia accounted for 66.5 per cent 

of India’s arms imports. Of the $53.85 billion spent by India during the period on 

arms imports, $35.82 billion went to Russia. During the same period imports from the 

US were worth $4.4 billion, and from Israel it was worth US$ 4.1 billion. 

 According to a SIPRI report on international arms transfer trends published in March 2021, 

between 2016 and 2020 Russia delivered major arms to 45 states. “India remained the 

main recipient of Russian arms in 2016–20, accounting for 23 per cent of the total, 

followed by China (18 per cent). 

What are the kinds of weapons Russia has given India? 

 At the moment there are two major defence deals between India and Russia that might be 

jeopardised by the current crisis. First, and most significant, is the deal to buy five units of 

the state-of-the-art S-400Triumf air-defence system. It is among the most advanced in 

the world, and India placed an order for five units for around $5 billion in 2018. The first 

unit was delivered in December 2021, and has been deployed at an Indian Air Force base in 

Punjab. The deal has been under the threat of American sanctions, even as the US had not 

decided on it yet. But the fresh round of sanctions on Russia could sound alarm bells for it. 

 Similarly, India and Russia had just signed a deal to manufacture around 6 lakh AK 203 

rifles at a factory in Amethi. 

 But apart from these ongoing projects, Russia has also pitched to make six AIP-powered 

conventional submarines for the Navy under the P75-I project, along with four other 

international bidders. The final call is yet to be taken. 

 In fact, the first submarine India ever got was also Soviet. The first Foxtrot Class 

submarine bought from the USSR entered Indian service in 1967 as INS Kalvari. Of the 

total 16 conventional diesel-electric submarines with the Indian Navy, eight are Kilo 

class, of Soviet origins. 

 India is also in talks with Russia to lease two nuclear-ballistic submarines, Chakra 3 

and Chakra 4, the first of which is expected to be delivered by 2025. Earlier too, INS 

Chakra 1 and INS Chakra 2 were Russian vessels, both of which were returned after 

their leases expired. India has one indigenously manufactured nuclear ballistic submarine 

commissioned, of the four that are being built. However, a lot of the technology is based on 

Russian platforms. 

 The only aircraft carrier in service with India, INS Vikramaditya is a Soviet-made 

Kiev-class vessel that came into service for the Indian Navy in 2013. India’s first 

indigenously-made aircraft carrier is expected to be commissioned this year. 

 India’s missile programme has been developed with significant help from Russia or the 

Soviets earlier. The BrahMos missile, which India will begin exporting soon, has 

been developed jointly with Russia. 

 Russia has also been one of main exporters of fighter aircraft to India, including hundreds 

of Sukhoi and MiG jets. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/s-400-air-defence-system-deal-russia-putin-5385320/
https://indianexpress.com/article/what-is/what-is-ins-kalvari-submarine-scorpene-class-4981914/
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 It mentioned that the Indian Army’s main battle tank force is composed 

predominantly of Russian T-72M1 (66 per cent) and T-90S (30 per cent). 

 The Indian Navy’s sole operational aircraft carrier is a refurbished Soviet-era ship, and its 

entire complement of fighter and ground attack aircraft are Russian-made or produced in 

India on license (the Navy’s fighter fleet comprises 43 MiG-29K/KUBs). Four of the 

Navy’s 10 guided-missile destroyers are Russian Kashin class, and 6 of its 17 

frigates are Russian Talwar class 

 The Indian Air Force’s 667-plane fighter ground attack (FGA) fleet is 71 per cent 

Russian-origin (39 per cent Su-30s, 22 per cent MiG-21s, 9 per cent MiG-29s). All 

six of the service’s air tankers are Russian-made Il-78s. 

Is India trying to expand its weapons base? 

 Over the last few years there has been a conscious effort to expand the weapons platform 

bases to not only other countries, but also domestically as well. 

 SIPRI noted in its international arms transfer trends report last year that between 2011–15 

and 2016–20 arms imports by India decreased by 33 per cent. “Russia was the largest 

arms supplier to India in both 2011–15 and 2016–20. However, Russia’s deliveries 

dropped by 53 per cent between the two periods and its share of total Indian arms 

imports fell from 70 to 49 per cent.”France and Israel were the second and third largest 

arms suppliers to India in 2016–20, it said. 

 According to the report, the “overall drop in India’s arms imports between 2011–15 

and 2016–20 seems to be mainly due to its complex and lengthy procurement 

processes, combined with its attempts to reduce its dependence on Russian arms 

by diversifying its network of arms suppliers. As India perceives increasing 

threats from Pakistan and China and as its ambitious plans to produce its own 

major arms have been significantly delayed, it is planning large-scale 

programmes for arms imports.” 

 It added that based on India’s outstanding deliveries of combat aircraft, air defence 

systems, ships and submarines, India’s arms imports are expected to increase over the 

coming five years. 

 But it is important for India to diversify its base, to not become too reliant on any single 

nation, as it can become a leverage that can be exploited by that nation. 

 The US Congressional report had stated: “Many analysts in India and beyond conclude 

that the Indian military cannot operate effectively without Russian-supplied 

equipment and will continue to rely on Russian weapons systems in the near and 

middle terms… In this sense, much of Moscow’s influence in India comes through 

its willingness to provide weapons systems and technologies that no other country 

will export to India. Russia also continues to offer advanced weapons platforms at 

relatively attractive rates.” 
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Comments in bold are to be directly included in your answers 

 Srinath Raghvan: Post-cold war, relations became transactional and centred on military 

technology & spares. Today their bilateral ties are heavily reliant on defence cooperation, 

while the economic partnership remains negligible even as the respective relations of the two 

with other states have grown rapidly. 

 Suhasini Haider: Whatever the net result, the truth is, Russia remains an 

indispensable partner for India, and the source of about 70% of its military 

hardware. However, it is also true that India-Russian ties remain stuck in the 

stratosphere and people-to -people connections and civilian exchanges are at a low 

point. 

 

  

Scholarly Analysis and Observations 
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 Ukraine has filed an application before the International Court of Justice (ICJ), 

instituting proceedings against the Russian Federation concerning “a dispute…relating to 

the interpretation, application and fulfilment of the 1948 Convention on the Prevention and 

Punishment of the Crime of Genocide” (the “Genocide Convention”). 

 Ukraine has accused Russia of falsely claiming that “acts of genocide have occurred in 

the Luhansk and Donetsk oblasts of Ukraine”, and of using that as a pretext to 

recognise the independence of these regions and of going to war against Ukraine. 

 

 

 

 

International Court of Justice 

 It is the only one of the six principal organs of the UN that is not located in New York City. 

(The other five organs are the General Assembly, the Security Council, the Economic and 

Social Council, the Trusteeship Council, and the Secretariat.) 

 According to the ICJ’s own description, its role is “to settle, in accordance with 

international law, legal disputes submitted to it by States and to give advisory 

opinions on legal questions referred to it by authorized United Nations organs 

and specialized agencies”. The court “as a whole must represent the main forms of 

civilization and the principal legal systems of the world”. 

 The judges of the court are assisted by a Registry, the administrative organ of the ICJ. 

English and French are the ICJ’s official languages. 

 All members of the UN are automatically parties to the ICJ statute, but this does not 

automatically give the ICJ jurisdiction over disputes involving them. The ICJ 

gets jurisdiction only if both parties consent to it. 

 The judgment of the ICJ is final and technically binding on the parties to a case. 

There is no provision of appeal; it can at the most, be subject to interpretation or, 

upon the discovery of a new fact, revision. 

 However, the ICJ has no way to ensure compliance of its orders, and its authority 

is derived from the willingness of countries to abide by them. 

Judges of the court 

 The ICJ has 15 judges who are elected to nine-year terms by the UN General Assembly and 

Security Council, which vote simultaneously but separately.  

 To be elected, a candidate must receive a majority of the votes in both bodies, a requirement 

that sometimes necessitates multiple rounds of voting. Elections are held at the UNHQ in 

New York during the annual UNGA meeting. 

23. Answer Writing Value Addition :The International Court 

of Justice 

 

 The below analysis provides for Factual description of International Court of 

Justice and how it functions. Data related to Indian presence at the court is 

given at the end to be quoted in case of specific question related to ICJ and 

India. Otherwise, previous year trend analysis shows that straightforward 

institutional questions are asked and the major aspects of the same have been 

highlighted. 

 

https://indianexpress.com/article/world/ukraine-files-genocide-case-against-russia-at-uns-top-court-7794022/
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/everyday-explainers/russia-invasion-ukraine-history-creation-explained-7791147/
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 A third of the court is elected every three years. The judges elected at the triennial election 

commence their term of office on February 6 of the following year. The president and vice-

president of the court are elected for three-year terms by secret ballot. Judges are eligible 

for re-election. 

 Four Indians have been members of the ICJ so far. Justice Dalveer Bhandari, former 

judge of the Supreme Court, has been serving at the ICJ since 2012. Former Chief 

Justice of India R S Pathak served from 1989-91, and former Chief Election 

Commissioner of India Nagendra Singh from 1973-88. Singh was also president of the 

court from 1985-88, and vice-president from 1976-79. Before him, Sir Benegal Rau, who 

was an advisor to the Constituent Assembly, was a member of the ICJ from 1952-53. 

India at the ICJ 

India has been a party to a case at the ICJ on six occasions, four of which have involved 

Pakistan. They are:  

 Right of Passage over Indian Territory (Portugal v. India, culminated 1960); 

 Appeal Relating to the Jurisdiction of the ICAO Council (India v. Pakistan, culminated 

1972); 

 Trial of Pakistani Prisoners of War (Pakistan v. India, culminated 1973); 

 Aerial Incident of 10 August 1999 (Pakistan v. India, culminated 2000); 

 Obligations concerning Negotiations relating to Cessation of the Nuclear Arms Race and to 

Nuclear Disarmament (Marshall Islands v. India, culminated 2016); and  

 (Kulbhushan) Jadhav (India v. Pakistan, culminated 2019). 

 

 

 

Comments in bold are to be directly included in your answers. 

 Sushant Sareen: The two most significant impediments of the International Court of 

Justice are that it has no power to execute its decisions and it is voluntary in nature. Thus, 

in such instances, political will is extremely crucial since ICJ has no jurisdiction or 

legal apparatus over individual nations. In this regard, appropriate and effective 

techniques and measures are required to be devised by the international legal 

regime so that the countries holding considerable political and economic clout 

within the UN Security Council can be brought to justice. 

 Prabhash Ranjan on role of ICJ during the Ukraine - Russia War: The court held 

that it had prima facie jurisdiction in the case because the subject matter fell under the 

Genocide Convention. The ICJ held that there is a real and imminent risk of irreparable 

harm to Ukraine’s rights. ICJ’s decision is binding on Russia and constitutes part of its 

international legal obligations. If Russia continues its military actions, it will be a brazen 

violation of international law. Cynics argue that none of this matters because the 

remedy for not complying with ICJ rulings lies with the UN Security Council, 

which has Russia as a permanent member. But just because authoritarian 

populist leaders like Vladimir Putin don’t care for international law does not 

diminish its significance. International law, even if not sufficient, is necessary to 

maintain global order. The ICJ decision is an impactful step in that direction. 

Scholarly Analysis and Observations 

 

https://indianexpress.com/article/who-is/who-is-justice-dalveer-bhandari-4712866/
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 President Joe Biden flatly called Russia’s Vladimir Putin a “war criminal” for the 

unfolding onslaught in Ukraine, where hospitals and maternity wards have been bombed. 

But declaring someone a war criminal is not as simple as just saying the words. There are 

set definitions and processes for determining who’s a war criminal and how they should be 

punished. 

 The White House had been avoiding applying the designation to Putin, saying it 

requires investigation and an international determination. After Biden used the 

term, White House press secretary Jen Psaki said the president was “speaking 

from his heart” and renewed her statements that there is a process for making a 

formal determination. 

 The investigations into Putin’s actions already have begun. The U.S. and 44 other countries 

are working together to investigate possible violations and abuses, after the passage of a 

resolution by the United Nations Human Rights Council to establish a commission of 

inquiry. There is another probe by the International Criminal Court, an independent body 

based in the Netherlands. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who is a war criminal? 

 The term applies to anyone who violates a set of rules adopted by world leaders known as 

the law of armed conflict. The rules govern how countries behave in times of war. 

 Those rules have been modified and expanded over the past century, drawn from the 

Geneva Conventions in the aftermath of World War II and protocols added later. 

 The rules are aimed at protecting people not taking part in fighting and those who can no 

longer fight, including civilians like doctors and nurses, wounded troops and prisoners of 

war. Treaties and protocols lay out who can be targeted and with what weapons. Certain 

weapons are prohibited, including chemical or biological agents. 

What specific crimes make someone a war criminal? 

 The so-called “grave breaches” of the conventions that amount to war crimes include wilful 

killing and extensive destruction and appropriation of property not justified by military 

24. Answer Writing Value Addition :Who is a war criminal, 

and who gets to decide? 

 

 Due to the Ukraine War, the topic has gained prominence and the term is 

seeing frequent usage. UPSC generally asks questions related to the 

background of such terms or a fairly static question from a topic which is in 

news.  

 All aspects related to designation of an individual as a war criminal is 

provided below and students are advised to understand the various nuances 

of the same and incorporate in their answers.  

 Examples of past such instances where individuals have been punished in 

this category is to be quoted in the introduction or conclusion of such answers 

as well. 

 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/everyday-explainers/russia-invasion-ukraine-history-creation-explained-7791147/
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necessity. Other war crimes include deliberately targeting civilians, using disproportionate 

force, using human shields and taking hostages. 

 The International Criminal Court also prosecutes crimes against humanity committed in 

the context of “a widespread or systematic attack directed against any civilian 

population.” These include murder, extermination, forcible transfer, torture, rape 

and sexual slavery. 

 The most likely way that Putin could come into the picture as a war criminal is through the 

widely recognized legal doctrine of command responsibility. If commanders order or 

even know or are in a position to know about crimes and did nothing to prevent 

them, they can be held legally responsible. 

What are the paths to justice? 

 Generally, there are four paths to investigate and determine war crimes, though each one 

has limits.  

 One is through the International Criminal Court. 

 A second option would be if the United Nations turns its work on the inquiry commission 

over to a hybrid international war crimes tribunal to prosecute Putin. 

 A third would be to create a tribunal or court to try Putin by a group of interested or 

concerned states, such as NATO, the European Union and the U.S. The military tribunals 

at Nuremberg following World War II against Nazi leaders are an example. 

 Finally, some countries have their own laws for prosecuting war crimes. Germany, for 

example, is already investigating Putin. The U.S. doesn’t have such a law, but the Justice 

Department has a special section that focuses on acts including international genocide, 

torture, recruitment of child soldiers and female genital mutilation. 

Where might Putin be put on trial? 

It’s not clear. Russia does not recognize the jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court and 

would not send any suspects to the court’s headquarters in The Hague, Netherlands. The U.S. 

does not recognize the authority of the court, either. Putin could be tried in a country chosen by 

the United Nations or by the consortium of concerned nations. But getting him there would be 

difficult. 

 

Have national leaders been prosecuted in the past? 

 From the post-World War II tribunals in Nuremberg and Tokyo to more recent ad hoc 

tribunals, senior leaders have been prosecuted for their actions in countries including 

Bosnia, Cambodia and Rwanda. 

 Former Yugoslav leader Slobodan Milosevic was put on trial by a U.N. tribunal in The 

Hague for fomenting bloody conflicts as Yugoslavia crumbled in the early 1990s. He died in 

his cell before the court could reach a verdict. His Bosnian Serb ally Radovan Karadzic and 

the Bosnian Serb military leader, Gen. Ratko Mladic, were successfully prosecuted and are 

both now serving life sentences. 

 Liberia’s Taylor was sentenced to 50 years after being convicted of sponsoring atrocities in 

neighbouring Sierra Leone.  

 Chad’s former dictator Hissene Habre, who died last year, was the first former head of state 

to be convicted of crimes against humanity by an African court. He was sentenced to life. 
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