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è The Provisional Government of Free 

India or, more simply, Azad Hind,was an 
Indian provisional  government 
established in Japanese occupied 
Singapore during World War II. 

è The direct origins of Azad Hind can be 
linked to two conferences of Indian 
expatriates from across Southeast 
Asia, the first of which was held in 

 
Tokyo in March 1942.At this conference, 
convened by Rash Behari Bose, an 
Indian expatriate living in Japan, the 
Indian Independence League was 
established as the first move towards 
an independent Indian state politically 
aligned with the Empire of Japan. 

è It was created in October 1943 and 
supported by – as well as largely 
dependent on – the Empire of Japan.

è It was a part of the political movement 
originating in the 1940s outside India 
with the purpose of allying with the Axis 
powers to liberate India from British 
rule. 

è I t  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  I n d i a n 
nationalists in exile during the latter 
part of the Second World War in 
Singapore with monetary, military and 
political assistance from Imperial 
Japan.

è The government proclaimed authority 
over Indian civilian and military 
personnel in Southeast Asian British 
colonial territory and prospective 
authority over Indian territory to fall to 
the Japanese forces and the Indian 
National Army during the Japanese 
thrust towards India. 

è The government of Azad Hind had its 
own currency, court and civil code, 
and in the eyes of some Indians, its 
existence gave a greater importance to 
the independence struggle against the 
British.

è Its army, the Indian National Army 
(Azad Hind Fauj), went into action 
against the British Indian Army and the 
allied forces as part of the Imperial 
Japanese Army in the Imphal-Kohima 
sector. 

è The INA had its first major engagement 
at the Battle of Imphal where, under the 
command of the Japanese Fifteenth 
Army, it breached the British defenses 
in Kohima, reaching the salient of 
M o i r a n g  b e f o r e  s u ff e r i n g  a 
catastrophic defeat as the Allied 
forces held, and Allied air dominance 
and compromised supply lines forced 
both the Japanese and the INA to 
retreat. 
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è The existence of Azad Hind was 
essentially coterminous with the 
existence of the Indian National Army. 

è While the government itself continued 
until the civil administration of the 
Andaman Islands was returned to the 
jurisdiction of the British towards the 
end of the war, the limited power of 
Azad Hind effectively ended with the 
surrender of the last major contingent 
of INA troops in Rangoon.

è Azad Hind had diplomatic relations 
with nine countries: Nazi Germany,  the 
Empire of Japan, Italian Social 
Republic, Independent State of 
C r o a t i a  a n d  W a n g  J i n g w e i 
Government, Thailand, the State of 
Burma, Manchukuo and the Second 
Philippine Republic.

è The existence of the Azad Hind 
Government  had g iven  India 's 
independence struggle against the 
British a greater legitimacy. 

è The brave actions of Subash Chandra 
Bose and his decision to set up the 
country's first government had 
directly or indirectly triggered a chain 
of events that eventually forced the 
British government to leave India in 
August 1947.

Azad Hind Sarkar (21st October 1943)
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è The Cuban Missile Crisis of October 

1962 was a direct and dangerous 
confrontation between the United 
States and the Soviet Union during the 
Cold War and was the moment when 
the two superpowers came closest to 
nuclear conflict. 

è The crisis was unique in a number of 
ways, featuring calculations and 
miscalculations as well as direct and 
s e c r e t  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  a n d 
miscommunications between the two 
sides.

è Af ter  the  fa i led US at tempt  to 
overthrow the Castro regime in Cuba 
with the Bay of Pigs invasion, and while 
the Kennedy administration planned 
Operation Mongoose, in July 1962 
Soviet premier Nikita Khrushchev 
reached a secret agreement with 
Cuban premier Fidel Castro to place 
Soviet nuclear missiles in Cuba to 
deter any future invasion attempt.

è Construction of several missile sites 
began in the late summer, but US 
intelligence discovered evidence of a 
general Soviet arms build-up on Cuba, 
including Soviet IL–28 bombers, during 
routine surveillance flights. 

è On September 4, 1962, President 
Kennedy issued a public warning 
against the introduction of offensive 
weapons into Cuba. 

è Despite the warning, on October 14 a 
US U–2 aircraft took several pictures 
clearly showing sites for medium-
range and intermediate-range ballistic 
nuclear missiles (MRBMs and IRBMs) 
under construction in Cuba. 

è These images were processed and 
presented to the White House the next 
day, thus precipitating the onset of the 
Cuban Missile Crisis.

è The President also went on national 
television that evening to inform the 
public of the developments in Cuba, 
his decision to initiate and enforce a 
“quarantine,” and the potential global 
consequences if the crisis continued 
to escalate. 

è The Joint Chiefs of Staff announced a 
military readiness status of DEFCON 3 
a s  U S  n a v a l  f o r c e s  b e g a n 
implementation of the quarantine and 
plans accelerated for a military strike on 
Cuba.

Cuban Missile Crisis
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è O n  O c t o b e r  2 4 ,  K h r u s h c h e v 

responded to Kennedy's message 
with a statement that the US “blockade” 
was an “act of aggression” and that 
Soviet ships bound for Cuba would be 
ordered to proceed.

è On October 26, Kennedy told his 
advisors it appeared that only a US 
attack on Cuba would remove the 
missiles, but he insisted on giving the 
diplomatic channel a little more time. 

è The crisis had reached a virtual 
stalemate.

è ABC News correspondent John Scali 
reported to the White House that he had 
been approached by a Soviet agent 
suggesting that an agreement could be 
reached in which the Soviets would 
remove their missiles from Cuba if the 
United States promised not to invade 
the island.

è Although US experts were convinced 
the message from Khrushchev was 
authentic, hope for a resolution was 
short-lived. 

è The next day, October 27, Khrushchev 
sent another message indicating that 
any proposed deal must include the 
removal of US Jupiter missiles from 
Turkey. 

è It was a risky move to ignore the 
second Khrushchev message. 

è Attorney General Robert Kennedy 
t hen  met  secre t ly  wi th  Sovie t 
Ambassador to the United States, 
Anatoly Dobrynin, and indicated that 
the United States was planning to 
remove the Jupiter missiles from 
Turkey anyway, and that it would do so 
soon, but this could not be part of any 
public resolution of the missile crisis.

è The crisis was over but the naval 
quarantine continued until the Soviets 
agreed to remove their IL–28 bombers 
from Cuba and, on November 20, 1962, 
the United States ended its quarantine. 

Cuban Missile Crisis
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è US Jupiter missiles were removed 
from Turkey in April 1963.
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è The Sino-Indian War between China 

and India occurred in Oct.–Nov. 1962. 

è A disputed Himalayan border was the 
main cause of the war. 

è The main cause of the war was a dispute 
over the sovereignty of the widely 
separated Aksai Chin and Arunachal 
Pradesh border regions. Aksai Chin, 
claimed by India to belong to Ladakh 
and by China to be part of Xinjiang, 
contains an important road link that 
connects the Chinese regions of Tibet 
and Xinjiang. China's construction of 
this road was one of the triggers of the 
conflict.

è In 1826, British India gained a common 
border with China after the British 
wrested control of Manipur and Assam 
from the Burmese, following the First 
Anglo-Burmese War of 1824–1826. 

è In 1847, Major J. Jenkins, agent for the 
North East Frontier, reported that the 
Tawang was part of Tibet. 

è In 1872, four monastic officials from 
T i b e t  a r r i v e d  i n  Ta w a n g  a n d 
supervised a boundary settlement 
with Major R. Graham, NEFA official, 
which included the Tawang Tract as part 
of Tibet. 

è Thus, in the last half of the 19th century, it 
was clear that the British treated the 
Tawang Tract as part of Tibet. This 
boundary was confirmed in a 1 June 
1912 note from the British General Staff 
in India, stating that the "present 
boundary (demarcated) is south of 
Tawang, running westwards along the 
foothills from near Udalguri, Darrang to 
the southern Bhutanese border and 
Tezpur claimed by China.”

è A 1908 map of The Province of Eastern 
Bengal and Assam prepared for the 
F o r e i g n  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e 
Government of India, showed the 
international boundary from Bhutan 
continuing to the Baroi River, following 
the Himalayas foothill alignment.

è In 1913, representatives of the UK, 
China and Tibet attended a conference 
in Simla regarding the borders between 
Tibet, China and British India. 

è Whilst all three representatives initiated 
the agreement, Beijing later objected 
to the proposed boundary between the 
regions of Outer Tibet and Inner Tibet, 
and did not ratify it. 

India China War (20th October 1962)
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è The detai ls of  the Indo-Tibetan 
boundary were not revealed to China at 
the time. The foreign secretary of the 
British Indian government, Henry 
McMahon, who had drawn up the 
proposal, decided to bypass the 
Chinese (although instructed not to by 
his superiors) and settle the border 
bilaterally by negotiating directly with 
Tibet.

è According to later Indian claims, this 
border was intended to run through the 
highest ridges of the Himalayas, as the 
areas south of the Himalayas were 
traditionally Indian.

è The McMahon Line lay south of the 
boundary India claims.

è India's government held the view that the 
H i m a l a y a s  w e r e  t h e  a n c i e n t 
b o u n d a r i e s  o f  t h e  I n d i a n 
subcontinent, and thus should be the 

 modern boundaries of India, while it is 
the position of the Chinese government 
that the disputed area in the Himalayas 
have been geographical ly  and 
culturally part of Tibet since ancient 
times.

è Months after the Simla agreement, 
China set up boundary markers south 
of the McMahon Line. 

è T. O'Callaghan, an official in the 
Eastern Sector of the North East 
Frontier, relocated all these markers to 
a location slightly south of the 
McMahon Line, and then visited Rima 
to confirm with Tibetan officials that 
there was no Chinese influence in the 
area.

è The British-run Government of India 
initially rejected the Simla Agreement 
as incompatible with the Anglo-Russian 
Convention of 1907, which stipulated 
that neither party was to negotiate with 
T i b e t  " e x c e p t  t h r o u g h  t h e 
i n t e r m e d i a r y  o f  t h e  C h i n e s e 
government".

è The British and Russians canceled the 
1907 agreement by joint consent in 
1921. 

è It was not until the late 1930s that the 
British started to use the McMahon 
Line on official maps of the region.

è There had been a series of violent 
border skirmishes between the two 
countries after the 1959 Tibetan 
uprising, when India granted asylum 
to the Dalai Lama.
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è India initiated a defensive Forward 
Policy from 1960 to hinder Chinese 
military patrols and logistics, in which 
it placed outposts along the border, 
including several north of the McMahon 
Line, the eastern portion of the Line of 
Actual Control proclaimed by Chinese 
Premier Zhou Enlai in 1959.

è C h i n e s e  m i l i t a r y  a c t i o n  g r e w 
increasingly aggressive after India 
r e j e c t e d  p r o p o s e d  C h i n e s e 
diplomatic settlements throughout 
1 9 6 0 – 1 9 6 2 ,  w i t h  C h i n a  r e -

commencing previously-banned 
"forward patrols" in Ladakh from 30 
April 1962

è Much of the fighting took place in harsh 
mountain conditions, entailing large-
scale combat at altitudes of over 4,000 
metres (13,000 feet).

è The Sino-Indian War was also notable 
for the lack of deployment of naval and 
aerial assets by either China or India.
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è Lothal is a combination of two words; 
Loth and thal, which in Gujarati means 
'the mound of the dead.' 

è Lothal was one of the southernmost 
sites of the ancient Indus Valley 
civilization, located in the Bhal region 
of the modern state of Gujarat. 

è The city was inhabited during 3700 
BCE and was a thriving trading port. 

è Archaeologists believe that the city was 
a part of a major river system on the 
ancient trade route from Sindh to 
Saurashtra in Gujarat. 

è Excavations here have offered the 
greatest number of antiquities in the 
archaeology of modern India.

è Lothal had the world's earliest known 
dock, , which connected the city to an 
ancient course of the Sabarmati river 
on the trade route. 

è This trade route stretched between 
Harappan cities in Sindh and the 
peninsula of Saurashtra where the 
surrounding Kutch desert of today was 
a part of the Arabian Sea. 

è However, this interpretation has been 
challenged by other archaeologists, 
who argue Khufu’s Red Sea harbor at 
Wadi al-Jarf is older,  dat ing i ts 

 
construction to between 2580 to 2550 BC
and that Lothal was a comparatively 
small town, and that the "dock" was 
primarily an irrigation tank.

è Lothal was a vital and thriving trade 
center in ancient times, with its trade of 
beads, gems and valuable ornaments 
reaching the far corners of West Asia 
and Africa. 

è The techniques and tools they 
pioneered for bead-making and in 
metallurgy have stood the test of time 
for over 4000 years.

è A flood destroyed village foundations 
and settlements (c. 2350 BCE). 

è Harappans based around Lothal and 
from Sindh took this opportunity to 
expand their settlement and create a 
planned township on the lines of 
greater cities in the Indus valley.

è Lothal planners engaged themselves to 
protect the area from consistent floods.
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è The first Partition of Bengal (1905) was a 
territorial reorganization of the Bengal 
Presidency implemented by the authorities 
of the British Raj. 

è The reorganization separated the largely 
Muslim eastern areas from the largely 
Hindu western areas. 

è Announced on 19 July 1905 by Lord 
Curzon, the then Viceroy of India, and 
implemented on 16 October 1905, it was 
undone a mere six years later.

è The nationalists saw the partition as a 
challenge to Indian nationalism and that it 
was a deliberate attempt to divide Bengal 
on religious grounds, with a Muslim 
majority in the east and a Hindu majority in 
the west.

è The Hindus of West Bengal complained that 
the division would make them a minority in 
a province that would incorporate the 
province of Bihar and Orissa. 

è Hindus were outraged at what they saw as a 
 

“divide and rule” policy, even though 
Curzon st ressed i t  would produce 
administrative efficiency. 

è The partition animated the Muslims to form 
their own national organization along 
communal lines. 

è To appease Bengali sentiment, Bengal 
was reunited by Lord Hardinge in 1911, in 
response to the Swadeshi movement’s 
riots in protest against the policy.

è The English-educated middle class of 
Bengal saw this as a vivisection of their 
motherland as well as a tactic to diminish 

 
their authority.

è In the six-month period before the partition 
was to be effected the Congress arranged 
meetings where petitions against the 
partition were collected and given to 
impassive authorities. 

è Surendranath Banerjee had suggested 
that the non-Bengali states of Orissa and 
Bihar be separated from Bengal rather than 
dividing two parts of the Bengali-speaking 
community, but Lord Curzon did not agree 

 
to this.

è Banerjee admitted that the petitions were 
ineffective; as the date for the partition 
drew closer, he began advocating tougher 
approaches such as boycotting British 
goods. 

è He preferred to label this move as  
swadeshi instead of a boycott.

è The boycott was led by the moderates but 
minor rebel groups also sprouted under its 
cause.
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è Nationalists all over India supported 
the Bengali cause, and were shocked 
at the British disregard for public 
opinion and what they perceived as a 
“divide and rule” policy. 

è The protests spread to Bombay, 
Poona, and Punjab. 

è Lord Curzon had believed that the 
Congress was no longer an effective 
force but provided it with a cause to rally 
the public around and gain fresh 
strength from.

è T h e  p a r t i t i o n  a l s o  c a u s e d 
embarrassment to the Indian National 
Congress.

è When first announced in 1903, Muslim 
organizations the Moslem chronicle 
and The Central National Muhamedan 
Association condemned the proposal. 

è M u s l i m  l e a d e r s  C h o w d h u r y 
Kazemuddin Ahmed Siddiky, Delwar 
Hossain Ahmed and even Nawab 
Khwaja Salimullah denounced the idea. 

è Reasons behind their opposition 
included the threat of partition to 
Bengali solidarity as well as fear that 
the educational, social and other 
interests of East Bengal would become 
d i m i n i s h e d  u n d e r  a  c h i e f 
commissioner.

è In 1904, Curzon took an official tour to 
visit the Muslim-majority districts of 
East Bengal to gain buy-in for the 
proposal. He hinted that he was 
considering Dacca as the new capital 
of East Bengal and asserted that the 
plan "would invest the Mohamedans in 
Eastern Bengal with a unity which 
they have not enjoyed since the old 
days of old Musalman viceroys and 
kings."
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è  Uttarakhand is the only state in the 
country where nearly 60% of the area is 
still under revenue police, a system 
introduced by the British in 1861, in 
which revenue officials act as cops 
with the right to arrest an accused and 
investigate cases.

è Although regular police is established in 
the state, yet in some hill pattis, 
jurisdiction of the police is yet to be 
extended to and the revenue officials 
perform functions of police like arrest 
of offenders and investigation.

è In the Hill Pattis of the State, certain 
revenue officials such as Kanoongo, 
Lekhpal and particularly Patwari have 
been conferred upon the powers and 
functions of the police officer to 
investigate the offenses.

è These three regions are: 

Ø Hill Pattis of Kumaon and Garhwal 
Division which once formed part of British 
India. 

Ø Hill Pattis of district Tehri and Uttarkashi. 
Ø Jaunsar-Bawar region of  d is t r ic t 

Dehradun.

è Till 1790, Kumaon was ruled by the 
Chand dynasty. 

è During the Chand period, the Thokdars 
and Padhans used to perform police 
functions. 

è British who came to India as traders 
and later became rulers, were smart 
enough to appreciate the then peculiar 
geographical, demographic and 
socio-economical features of hill pattis 
of British Kumaon. 

è W h e n  G . W. Tr a i l ,  t h e n  s e c o n d 
Commissioner of Kumaon who served 
as such from 1816 to 1830, wrote that no 
special police was required as crimes 
were very rare in Kumaon, it was 
decided that no regular police was 
needed except in towns like Almora, 
Ranikhet and Nainital etc.

è A special police system started 
functioning in British Kumaon in which 
the revenue officials with the help of 
Thokdars and Padhans Revenue 
Police had the powers to apprehend 
offenders, investigate the offenses and 
do connected functions.
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è Accordingly, in the year 1916, in exercise 
of Section 6 of the Scheduled Districts 
Act ,  1874 ,  ru les were made for 
appointing police officers, regulating 
their procedure and prescribing the 
powers and duties to be exercised and 
performed by them in the districts of 
Almora, Garhwal and hill pattis of 
Nainital.

è The rules known as 'Kumaun Police' 
framed in exercise of powers conferred 
by Section 6 of the Scheduled Districts 
Act, 1874 in the year 1916 are still in 
force. 
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