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1Afzal Khan

Afzal Khan   (died 20 November 1659) 
was a general who served the Adil Shahi 
dynasty of Bijapur Sultanate in India. 
He played an   important role in the southern 
expansion of the Bijapur Sultanate by 
subjugating the Nayaka chiefs who had 
taken control of the former Vijayanagara 
territory.
Afzal Khan is   best remembered for his 
campaign against Shivaji, the founder of 
the kingdom that later evolved into the 
Maratha Empire. This campaign resulted 
in Afzal Khan’s death.
During much of the 1650s, the   Bijapur 
government had been unable to take any 
steps against Shivaji because it was busy 
dealing with the Mughal invasion, internal 
factional politics, and a succession 
dispute. 
After a   peace treaty with the Mughals, and 
the general acceptance of Ali Adil Shah 
II as the king, the Bijapur government 
became more stable, and turned its 
attention towards Shivaji.
Ali Adil Shah II was a   minor whose mother 
had been the de facto ruler since the 
mid-1640s, when his father had fallen 
seriously ill. 

The   decision of sending Afzal Khan 
against Shivaji was probably taken by his 
mother.
An   English letter sent by Henry 
Revington to East India Company, dated 
10 December 1659, states that the queen 
advised Afzal Khan to pretend friendship 
with Shivaji, because military strength 
would not be enough to defeat Shivaji.
Shivaji Raje   sent an emissary to Afzal 
Khan, stating that he did not want to fi ght 
and was ready for peace. 
A meeting was arranged between  
Shivaji and Afzal Khan at a shamiyana 
(highly decorated tent) at the foothills of 
Pratapgad.
The   Battle of Pratapgad was a battle 
fought on 10 November 1659, at the fort 
of Pratapgad, near the town of Satara, 
Maharashtra, India, between the forces of 
the Marathas under Chhatrapati Shivaji 
Maharaj and the Adilshahi troops under 
the Adilshahi general Afzal Khan. 
The Marathas defeated the Adilshahi  
forces. It was their fi rst signifi cant military 
victory against a major regional power.
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3Birsa Munda

Birsa Munda was a   young freedom 
fi ghter and a tribal leader, whose spirit of 
activism in the late nineteenth century, 
is remembered to be a strong mark of 
protest against British rule in India. 
Born   and raised in the tribal belt around 
Bihar and Jharkhand, Birsa Munda’s 
achievements are known to be even more 
remarkable by virtue of the fact that he 
came to acquire them before he was 25.
Born on November 15, 1875,   Birsa spent 
much of his childhood moving from one 
village to another with his parents. 
He belonged to the   Munda tribe in the 
Chota Nagpur Plateau area. 
He   received his early education at Salga 
under the guidance of his teacher Jaipal 
Nag. 
On the   recommendation of Jaipal Nag, 
Birsa converted to Christianity in order 
to join the German Mission school. 
He, however, opted out of the school after  
a few years.
The   impact of Christianity was felt in the 
way he came to relate to religion later. 

Having gained awareness of the   British 
colonial ruler and the eff orts of the 
missionaries to convert tribes to 
Christianity, Birsa started the faith of 
‘Birsait’. 
Soon members of the   Munda and Oraon 
community started joining the Birsait sect 
and it turned into a challenge to British 
conversion activities.
During the period,   1886 to 1890, Birsa 
Munda spent a large amount of time in 
Chaibasa which was close to the center 
of the Sardars agitation. 
The   activities of the Sardars had a strong 
impact on the mind of the young Birsa, who 
soon became a part of the anti-missionary 
and anti-government program. 
By the time he left   Chaibasa in 1890, Birsa 
was strongly entrenched in the movement 
against the British oppression of the 
tribal communities.
The   British, who feared a conspiracy, 
jailed Birsa for two years in 1895, but 
he returned from jail, much more of a 
fi rebrand. 
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4A   series of nocturnal meetings were held 
in the forest during 1898-99, where Birsa 
allegedly urged the killing of thikadars, 
jagirdars, rajas, hakims and Christians.
The   rebels attacked police stations and 
offi  cials, churches and missionaries, 
and though there was an undercurrent of 
hostility against the dikus, there was no 
overt attack on them except in a couple of 
controversial cases. 

On   Christmas Eve 1899, the Mundas shot 
arrows and tried to burn down churches 
over an area covering six police stations in 
the districts of Ranchi and Singhbhum. 
On   March 3, 1900, Birsa Munda was 
arrested by the British police while he 
was sleeping with his tribal guerilla army 
at Jamkopai forest in Chakradharpur. 
He died in Ranchi jail on June 9, 1900 at a  
young age of 25.
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Nadaprabhu Hiriya Kempe Gowda  , also 
known as Kempe Gowda was a chieftain 
under the Vijayanagara Empire.
The   city of Bengaluru, which is the capital 
of the Indian state of Karnataka, was 
fortifi ed by Kempe Gowda in 1537. He 
erected many Kannada inscriptions in the 
region.
Fourth in succession from   Rana Bhairave 
Gowda, founder of the dynasty of Avati 
Nadu Prabhus and great grandson of Jaya 
Gowda, who established separate dynasty, 
is the famous Yelahanka Nadu Prabhus, 
Kempe Gowda I who ruled for 46 years 
commencing his reign from 1513. 
Jaya Gowda   accepted the sovereignty of 
the Vijayanagar emperor. 
He later left   Yelankanadu and was 
successful in planning and building 
Bengaluru Fort and Bengaluru Pete, the 
foundation of the current city of Bengaluru. 
He is also noted for his   societal reforms 
and contribution to building temples and 
water reservoirs in Bengaluru.
It has been believed that   Kempe Gowda 
got the vision of building a big futuristic 
city during a hunting expedition when 

he went towards Shivanasamudra (near 
Hesaraghatta) from Yelahanka with his 
Minister Veeranna and Advisor Gidde 
Gowda. 

He envisioned the city to have a   fort, a 
cantonment, tanks (water reservoirs), 
temples and people of all trades and 
professions to live in it. 

He conquered   Sivaganga principality, 
48 kilometers (30 mi) from Bangalore on 
Bangalore-Pune highway. Next he annexed 
Domlur, which is on the road from Bangalore 
to the old Bangalore airport. 

Within this vast forest area, with the  
necessary Imperial permission of the 
Vijayanagar Emperor, Achyutaraya 
(Dasarahalli record dated 1532) he built 
Bangalore Fort and the town in AD 1537, 
and moved his capital from Yelahanka to 
the new Bengaluru Pete.

One of his   social reforms was to prohibit the 
custom of amputating the last two fi ngers 
of the left hand of the unmarried women 
during “Bandi Devaru”, an important 
custom of Morasu Vokkaligas.
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7Madan Mohan Malviya
(12th November 1946)

Madan Mohan Malviya   was an Indian 
scholar, educational reformer and 
politician notable for his role in the Indian 
independence movement. 
He was president of the   Indian National 
Congress four times and the founder of 
Akhil Bharatiya Hindu Mahasabha.
Malaviya was the son of   Pandit Brij Nath, 
a noted Sanskrit scholar, and his early 
education took place at two Sanskrit 
pathshalas (traditional schools). 
He was a   diligent scholar and instructor, 
but he was more attracted to politics, and 
he made his political debut at the 1886 
Calcutta (Kolkata) session of the Indian 
National Congress. 
A   gifted orator, he participated actively 
in debates on issues including free 
and compulsory primary education, 
the prohibition on recruiting of Indian 
indentured labor in the British colonies, 
and the nationalization of railways.
He was also the   founder of Scouting 
in India as well as a highly infl uential 

English newspaper, “The Leader” which 
was published from Allahabad in 1909.

He became the   Indian National Congress 
president four times in 1909, 1918, 1930 
and 1932. 

He had   started the Scouting inspired 
organization known as the Seva Samithi. 
He   appeared in the court for saving 177 
freedom fi ghters in the Chauri-chaura 
case.

The “  Mahamana” title was conferred on 
him by Gandhi.
In protest against the   Communal Award 
to provide separate electorates for 
minorities, Malaviya and Madhav Shrihari 
Aney left the Congress and started the 
Congress Nationalist Party. 

The   party contested the 1934 elections 
to the central legislature and won 12 
seats.

In 1910,   Malaviya started the Hindi paper 
‘Maryada’.
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8In 1933, Malaviya started   Sanatana 
Dharma from BHU, a magazine dedicated 
to religious, dharmic interests.
Malaviya founded   Ganga Mahasabha to 
oppose the damming of the Ganga. 
He   compelled the British government 
to sign an agreement with Ganga 
Mahasabha and other Hindu religious 

leaders on uninterrupted fl ow of the 
Ganga in Haridwar and protection from any 
future obstruction. This agreement is known 
as Aviral Ganga Raksha Samjhuata 1916 
or the Agreement of 1916. 

To solve the problem of untouchability,  
Malaviya followed a Hindu method of 
giving Mantradiksha to untouchables.



MOMENTUM IAS

HISTORY IN THE NEWS

by: Piyush Kumar

9Maharaja Ranjit Singh
(13th November 1780)

Maharaja Ranjit Singh  , renowned as the 
Lion of the Punjab or Sher-e-Punjab was 
born on November 13, 1780, in Gujranwala, 
(now in Pakistan). 
Ranjit Singh   contracted smallpox as an 
infant, which resulted in the loss of sight 
in his left eye and a pockmarked face.
He was   short in stature, never schooled, 
and did not learn to read or write anything 
beyond the Gurmukhi alphabet.
At age 12, his father died. He then   inherited 
his father’s Sukerchakia Misl estates and 
was raised by his mother Raj Kaur, who, 
along with Lakhpat Rai, also managed the 
estates.
Before Ranjit Singh rose to fame there  
were fourteen small warring regions 
in the north-western areas of Indian 
subcontinent that presently constitute 
Pakistan and some areas of North India. 
Among these   twelve were Sikh misls 
(confederacies), one near Lahore was a 
Muslim confederacy named Kasur and 

one in the southeast was led by George 
Thomas, an Englishman. 
By this time the   Sikh misls warred with 
each other over several issues including 
local priorities and revenue collection 
but they would generally unite to face any 
external invasion. 
Ranjit Singh had   alliance with two other 
powerful Sikh misls, the Kanhayas and 
the Nakkais through his marriage.
Ranjit Singh applied his   regional awareness 
and warrior skills and thrived in resisting 
the Afghan invaders, under Zaman Shah, 
in 1797, thus ensuring victory of the Sikhs.
In 1799, he   conquered Lahore, Punjab’s 
capital (now the capital of Punjab province, 
Pakistan). 
The Afghan king,   Zaman Shah, 
acknowledged Ranjit Singh as the city’s 
administrator, but Ranjit Singh declared 
himself Maharaja of Punjab in 1801. 
He   seized Amritsar, northern India’s most 
signifi cant commercial spot and the 
Sikhs’ holiest city, a year later. 
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In 1820,   Ranjit Singh started modernizing 
his army, using the best European offi  cers 
to train the infantry and the artillery. 
The   modernized Punjabi army fought well 
in campaigns in the North-West Frontier 
that is Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province, 
Pakistan, on the Afghanistan border, and 
repulsing an Afghan counterattack on 
Peshawar in 1837.
Ranjit Singh met with   British authorities 
in October 1831 to discuss the future 
of Sindh province (now in southeastern 
Pakistan). 
The British, who had   already started 
navigating the Indus River and wanted 
Sindh for themselves, persuaded Ranjit 
Singh to approve their plan. 
The   British plan to establish a cordon 
around Ranjit Singh, on the other hand, 
irritated him. 
In   1834, he began discussions with 
the Afghans and sanctioned a Dogra 
commander Zorawar Singh-led expedition 
that stretched Ranjit Singh’s northern 
domains into Ladakh.

East India Company:

In 1806, he went   eastward but was 
checked by the British, and they thwarted 
his ambition to bring together all of 

the Sikh territories extending up to the 
vicinity of Delhi, and later was forced 
to sign the Treaty of Amritsar in 1809, 
which established the Sutlej River as the 
empire’s eastern boundary.
In   1838, he signed a deal with Lord 
Auckland, the British viceroy, to restore 
Shah Shuja to the Afghan throne in Kabul. 
The   British Army of the Indus entered 
Afghanistan from the south in accordance 
with the agreement, while Ranjit Singh’s 
forces crossed the Khyber Pass and 
marched in Kabul’s triumph parade.

Conquests Post Treaty of Amritsar:

The years that   followed saw Ranjit Singh 
expanding the Sikh empire. 
These included   capturing Kasur in 1807 
defeating Afghan chief Qutb-ud-Din; 
taking Multan in 1818 that led him to add 
the whole Bari Doab to his empire and 
ending Afghan infl uence in the Punjab; 
and annexing Srinagar and Kashmir in 
1819 defeating Afghan Sunni Muslim 
rulers. 
He   overpowered a large army of Yusufzai, 
a tribe of Pashtun people, north of the 
Kabul River in 1823 and defeated an 
army of 25,000 Khattak and Yousafzai 
tribesmen in 1834. 
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11The   Battle of Jamrud was fought between 
the Emirate of Afghanistan under Emir 
Dost Muhammad Khan and the Sikh 
Empire under Ranjit Singh on April 30, 
1837.

Policies:

He directed the issuing of   new coins in the 
name of Guru Nanak called the “Nanak-
Shahi”. 
Ranjit Singh established a   secular Sikh 
rule where his army and government 
included people of diff erent race and 
religion. 
For instance he had a   Dogra prime 
minister, Dhian Singh; a Brahmin fi nance 
minister Dina Nath; and a Muslim foreign 
minister, Fakir Azizuddin; while many 
Afghan and Punjabi Muslims fought battle 
under his rule against the Afghan forces of 
Nadir Shah and Azim Khan. 
He also had   Muslim artillery commanders 
like Mian Ghausa. His army also had 
French, Spanish, Russian, Prussian and 
Polish offi  cials. 
Although he   maintained friendly relation 
with the British he did not induce any 

British men under his rule excepting in an 
instance where he hired British offi  cer 
Foulkes in 1835.
A devoted   Sikh himself, Ranjit Singh 
revered all religions and made his 
policies on that basis. 
No forced religious conversion   took 
place during his reign. 
He built   two sacred Gurdwara to 
commemorate the birthplace and place 
of assassination of Guru Gobind Singh, 
namely the Takht Sri Patna Sahib 
(presently located in Patna, Bihar, India) 
and the Takht Sri Hazur Sahib (presently 
located in Nanded, Maharashtra, India) 
respectively. 
He also   restored Sri Harmandir Sahib, 
now famous as the Golden Temple and 
considered the most holy Gurdwara and 
signifi cant pilgrimage site of Sikhism. 
No signifi cant investments were made to  
better the productivity of land and roads. 
He however reopened trade routes that  
paved the way for increased independence 
in commerce while his reign witnessed less 
violence compared to the Mughal-Sikh 
wars era.
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12Mangarh Massacre

The   Mangarh massacre occurred on 
17 November 1913, when British and 
Indian troops attacked the stronghold of 
Govind Giri at the end of the Bhil Revolt. 

It occurred on a hillock in the Mangarh 
Hills of Rajasthan. 
The   Bhils of southern Rajasthan (and 
neighboring parts of Central India, Gujarat 
Agency and Bombay Presidency states) 
were subjected to exploitation not just 
from local landed fi ef-holders, but also 
from money-lenders and traders.
By the   end of the 20th century, the Bhils 
living in Rajasthan and Gujarat became 
bonded laborers.
The   great famine of 1899-1900 which 
claimed the lives of over 6 lakh people, 
only worsened the situation for the 
Bhils. 
Social activist   Guru Govind Giri, also 
known as Govind Guru, who is known 
as the pioneer of the Bhagat movement 
emerged in this background. 
He realized the   socio-economic setup 
and prevalence of alcohol addiction which 
was the reason behind the plight of the 
Bhils.
In an attempt to   improve their condition, 
Guru Govind Giri began the Bhagat 

Movement in 1908 in which he propagated 
practices such as vegetarianism and 
abstinence from alcohol. 
He also asked his   supporters to reject 
bonded labor and fi ght for their rights.The 
epicenter of this agitation was Dungarpur 
and Banswara, densely populated by 
Bhils.
Aspiration   for the grand restoration of the 
Bhil Raj, led the group to host a religious 
fair. Bhils from many parts of Dungarpur, 
Banswara, Kushalgarh, Kherwara, Sunth, 
etc., reached Mangarh. 
This worried the   British and the state 
authorities of Dungarpur, Banswara, 
Kushalgarh and Sunth.
The   British called upon the Bhils to leave 
Mangarh Hill before 15 November but 
that did not happen. On the morning of 
17 November, the Mewar Bhil Corps and 
forces of the Dungarpur, Banswara and 
Sunth states attacked Mangarh Hill.
Bhil oral traditions and later accounts  
hold that more than 1,500 men, women 
and children were killed, and many hurt. 
in the indiscriminate fi ring on the tribals. 
The incident is also referred to as “Adivasi 
Jallianwala”.



MOMENTUM IAS

HISTORY IN THE NEWS

by: Piyush Kumar

13



MOMENTUM IAS

HISTORY IN THE NEWS

by: Piyush Kumar

14Shivaji Maharaj

Chatrapati Shivaji Maharaj was the   founder 
of the Maratha Empire in western India. 
He is considered to be one of the   greatest 
warriors of his time and even today, 
stories of his exploits are narrated as a part 
of folklore. 
With his   valor and great administrative 
skills, Shivaji carved out an enclave from 
the declining Adilshahi sultanate of 
Bijapur. It eventually became the genesis 
of the Maratha Empire.
Shivaji Bhosle was born on   February 19, 
1630 to Shahaji Bhosle and Jijabai in the 
fort of Shivneri, near the city of Junnar of 
the Pune district. 
Shivaji  ’s father Shahaji was in 
service of the Bijapuri Sultanate - a 
tripartite association between Bijapur, 
Ahmednagar, and Golconda, as a 
general. 
He also owned a Jagirdari near Pune.  
Shivaji’s mother Jijabai was the daughter 
of Sindkhed leader Lakhujirao Jadhav 
and a deeply religious woman.
An active outdoorsman, he explored the  
Sahyadri Mountains surrounding the 

Shivneri forts and came to know the area 
like the back of his hands. 
By the time   he was 15, he had accumulated 
a band of faithful soldiers from the 
Maval region who later aided in his early 
conquests.
By 1645,   Shivaji acquired control of 
several strategic areas from under the 
Bijapur Sultanate around Pune – Torna 
from Inayat Khan, Chakan from Firangoji 
Narsala, Kondana from Adil Shahi 
Governor, along with Singhagarh and 
Purandar. 
Shivaji resumed his conquests after  
Shahaji’s death in 1665 by acquiring the 
valley of Javali from Chandrarao More, a 
Bijapuri jagirdar. 
Mohammed Adil Shah   sent Afzal Khan, 
a powerful general in his employ to subdue 
Shivaji.
The two met in a private rendezvous on  
November 10, 1659 to discuss terms of 
negotiation. Shivaji anticipated it to be a 
trap and he arrived prepared wearing 
armor and concealing a metal tiger claw.  
When Afzal Khan attacked Shivaji with a 
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Shivaji retaliated by attacking Afzal Khan 
with the tiger’s claw, mortally injuring him. 
Aurangzeb   saw him as a threat to 
expansion of his imperial intent and 
concentrated his eff orts on eradicating 
the Maratha threat. 
Confrontations   began in 1657, when 
Shivaji’s generals raided and looted 
Mughal territories near Ahmednagar and 
Junnar. 
However,   Aurangzeb’s retaliation was 
thwarted by the arrival of the rainy season 
and battle for succession back in Delhi. 
Aurangzeb   directed Shaista Khan, 
Governor of Deccan and his maternal 
uncle, to subdue Shivaji. 
Shaista Khan   launched a massive attack 
against Shivaji, capturing several forts 
under his control and even his capital 
Poona. 
Shivaji retaliated   back by launching a 
stealth attack on Shaista Khan, eventually 
injuring him and evicting him from Poona. 
To   replenish his depleted treasury, 
Shivaji attacked Surat, an important 
Mughal trading center and looted the 
Mughal wealth. 

An   infuriated Aurangzeb sent his chief 
general Jai Singh I with an army of 
150,000. 
The Mughal forces made   considerable 
dent, besieging forts under Shivaji’s 
control, extracting money and 
slaughtering soldiers in their wake. 
Shivaji agreed to   come to an agreement 
with Aurangzeb to prevent further loss 
of life and the Treaty of Purandar was 
signed between Shivaji and Jai Singh on 
June 11, 1665. 
Shivaji   agreed to surrender 23 forts and 
pay a sum of 400000 as compensation to 
the Mughal Empire. 
Aurangzeb   invited Shivaji to Agra with 
an aim to use his military prowess 
to consolidate Mughal empires in 
Afghanistan. 
In   subsequent times, Mughal and Maratha 
hostilities were pacifi ed to a large extent 
by constant mediation through Mughal 
Sardar Jaswant Singh. 
Peace lasted till 1670, after which Shivaji  
launched an all-out off ense against the 
Mughals. 
He   recovered most of his territories seized 
by the Mughals within four months.
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After having   consolidated a considerable 
control over territories adjoining Pune 
and Konkan, Shivaji decided to adopt a 
Kingly title and establish the fi rst Hindu 
Sovereignty in South, that was till now 
dominated by Muslims. 
He was   crowned the King of Marathas on 
June 6, 1674, at Raigarh in an elaborate 
coronation ceremony.
Post-coronation  , the Marathas under 
Shivaji’s directives launched aggressive 
conquest eff orts to consolidate most 
of the Deccan states under the Hindu 
Sovereignty. 
He   conquered Khandesh, Bijapur, 
Karwar, Kolkapur, Janjira, Ramnagar 
and Belgaum. 
He captured forts at   Vellore and Gingee, 
controlled by the Adil Shahi rulers. 
He also came to an understanding with his  
step-brother Venkoji over his holdings over 
Thanjavur and Mysore.

Shivaji is known for his   liberal and tolerant 
religious policies. 
While   Hindus were relieved to practice their 
religion freely under a Hindu ruler, Shivaji 
not only allowed Muslims to practice 
without harassment, but supported their 
ministries with endowments.
In his court,   Shivaji replaced Persian, the 
common courtly language in the region, 
with Marathi, and emphasized Hindu 
political and courtly traditions. 
Shivaji’s reign stimulated the   deployment 
of Marathi as a tool of systematic 
description and understanding. Shivaji’s 
royal seal was in Sanskrit. 
Shivaji   commissioned one of his offi  cials 
to make a comprehensive lexicon to 
replace Persian and Arabic terms with 
their Sanskrit equivalents.
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