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Systems Approach 1.  (a)  (10 Marks) (150 Words)

The origin of Systems approach can be attributed to the fi eld of biology, cybernetics 
and operations research, anthropology, economics and sociology. 
Ludwig Von Burtalanffy and others founded the society for General Systems 
Research and also a journal on Behavioural Science.
Systems approach 
in international 
politics is based 
on the systems 
approach of David 
Easton. It is also 
infl uenced by general 
systems theory. 
General systems 
theory suggests the 
utilization of the 
concepts of different 
disciplines. 
David Easton’s 
systems theory  is 
a conceptual  framework for constructing an empirical theory of  Political Science 
by understanding actual forces  operating in a political system. Systems Approach, 
also  called Input-Output Model, is found in Easton’s works - The Political System 
(1953) and A Framework of  Political Analysis (1965).   This system model is 
dynamic.
Another very important model is the structural- functional model which is static in 
nature.
Systems Approach  has two important  concepts -  Environment (variables that 
impact  functioning of  system) and  Boundary (variables  having no impact  are 
outside the  boundary). 
Systems approach focuses on the structure of the  international system to explain 
the behavior and  interactions of the systemís units. It is a product of  Behavioral 
revolution. Scholars like Charles  McClelland, Karl Deutsch, Kenneth Boulding 
are  associated with it. But Morton Kaplan is popular for  having made rigorous 
attempts. His objective was to  prepare the models of international politics of past, 
present and future. 
Though Systems Approach created a systematic approach to understanding politics, 
it has  also faced criticism. Traditionalists saw the approach as nothing but a conceptual 
framework  with complicated terminologies. Marxist scholars like Eugene Miller 
call systems approach as status quoist and a political ideology conditioned by the 
structures of American capitalism.  Also, the model has no scope for explaining 
phenomena like revolutions, civil unrest, crisis  and constitutional changes 
which are regular in third world countries. The approach is heavily biased towards 
macro studies and ignores micro factors. 
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In the  words of Oran R Young-”Systems approach does not have much to offer 
for studies dealing  with the political aspects of such matters as perception, 
exception, formation or cognition.”  Some have also held it as anti- historical as it 
lacks any understanding of social reality over  Systems theory and has been criticized 
by Stanley Hoffman for being too remote from reality.  Hedley Bull holds System 
Approach as nothing more than an intellectual exercise while  Robert Lieber has 
held it as a conceptual framework which suffers from methodological  inadequacy and 
is diffi cult for empirical testing, thus questioning the scientifi c claim of this  theory. 

Cultural Relativism (b)   (10 Marks) (150 Words)

Cultural relativism has been coined by  Franz Boas, which means that the function 
and meaning of a trait are relative to its cultural setting. A trait is neither good nor 
bad in itself. It is good or bad only with reference to the culture in which it is to 
function.  Cultural relativism is helpful because it leads to the appreciation of other 
peoples’ way of life around the world.
Cultural relativism is an undeniable fact as morals and values of different societies 
are strongly supported by the idea of communal autonomy and self-determination. 
Scholars belonging to cultural relativism criticize the universality of any concept or 
the idea. Kant’s categorical imperative  suggests that moral judgements should be 
essentially universal. A human has rights by virtue of being human which somewhat 
suggests universality. These are criticized by cultural relativists.
Multiplicity of cultures and related values can invoke communitarian and multicultural 
theories. Examples- debates over hijab (Choice), Asian values vs western 
values etc.
Cultural relativists were criticized by universalists particularly. Some 
examples where universalists and cultural relativists have clashed. 

In 2010, Europe and the US put pressure on Malawi to free jailed homosexuals.  
This sparked widespread anger in Africa, where some people believe homosexuality 
is not part of African culture and so should be outlawed.
Female genital mutilation (FGM) occurs in different cultures in Africa, Asia and  
South America. Arguments for FGM are sometimes religious, sometimes cultural. 
But FGM is considered a violation of women’s and girl’s rights by much of the 
international community and is outlawed in some countries.
In parts of the Muslim world where Sharia law is practiced, clashes with the  
international human rights movement are frequent. For example, in late 2000, a 13- 
or 14-year-old unmarried girl in Zamfara state in northern Nigeria was accused of 
having sexual relations. Zamfara had adopted a very strict interpretation of Sharia 
and the girl was sentenced to be fl ogged. The case caused international controversy 
over differing interpretations of who is considered a “child” and what constitutes 
“cruel, unusual or degrading punishment.” Gender equality is controversial. In 
many parts of the world girls do not have the same access to education as boys.
In some Maasai communities in Kenya and Tanzania, parents do not want to send  
their children to school, although primary schooling is compulsory in both places. 
Some Maasai believe boys should be herding cattle and girls should be helping in 
the house, and that this is suffi cient education for them. Is this a violation of the 
child’s right to education?
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Should people living with disability have the same rights as everyone else? Many  
families and communities appear to disagree, and people living with disability – 
especially mental disability – are hidden away and stigmatized.

Criticism of cultural relativism:
According to  Susan Moller Okin, cultural relativism is bad for women. Most of the 
cultures are discriminatory against women. Hence until and unless we take some 
universalist conception of basic minimum human rights, we will continue to force 
women to play subordinate roles.
Brian Barry: According to him, too much consciousness of culture leads to mobilization 
of people on such issues, which ultimately results in the failure of achieving the 
developmental goals.
According to Jeremy Waldron, Seyla Benhabib multiculturalism prevents the 
emergence of cosmopolitan culture, it is based on the assumption that human beings 
do not have the capacity to understand and adopt each other’s culture.
According to Berlin’s pluralism, genuine values are many and they may often come 
in confl ict with one another. Berlin’s pluralism committed to the belief that for 
human rights at least some values are universally valid. However no matter how 
much cultural relativism is criticized, it is very true that it propagates the idea of 
intolerance which is the basic pillar of development of any state. 

Revolution in Permanence. (c)   (10 Marks) (150 Words)

The Marxian idea of Revolution comes from the class confl ict that has always turned 
and transformed different phases, as interpreted by Karl Marx. According to Marx, 
the historical phases obtained through dialectical materialism and the economic 
interpretation of history, allowed him to formulate his theory where the root cause of 
the revolution was the oppression of class who controlled the means of production.
Mao Zedong was a communist leader and thinker of modern China and led to the 
independence of it after the Chinese Revolution, the idea on which Mao dwelled and 
advanced Marxist thought by promoting priority to practice over theory.
In his work On Contradiction, Mao stated that all theory should be tested to understand 
its empirical relevance and not keep it to the normative domain only. Hence, where 
such relevance does not come true, such theory should be rejected. 
Mao had the notion that even after the revolution has led down the foundation of 
the dictatorship of the proletariat, such phases are still a short-lived arrangement 
because sooner or later, it will result in the withering of the state. It is because the 
law of contradiction will be still in existence and operation, and is beyond human 
control, thus, not letting class struggle to fi nd its ends. Therefore, revolution will 
always be the form of change.
With revolution there came a change from primitive communism to slavery period, 
and then to fuedalism to capitalism and one fi nal revolt to bring the era of socialism, 
where there will be collective control of state over the means of production to ensure 
equitable distribution. 
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Class struggle paves the way for revolution. Class struggle is imperceptible, but 
revolution is perceptible. Class struggle is a long-drawn affair, but revolution is short, 
swift and violent. Hence, according to this theory, it was devised that revolutions 
remain temporary as it brings a new phase. Hence, revolution always stays in the 
form of permanence. Revolution witnesses the change and for this purpose, Marx 
stated, “revolution is the indispensable midwife of social change.” 
For Mao, unlike Lenin and Stalin, even the social system will witness the struggle 
between bourgeois and proletariat (a form of counter revolution as stated by Marx), 
which is a long-drawn, recurring, horrible, and complex struggle due to which at times 
it may get subsumed and at times may reach new heights of violence. And, in any 
case, it is going to halt or terminate, rather it will be a process of social reconstruction 
which will be continuous and permanent which cannot be relaxed at any time.
Hence, for Mao, a permanent revolution is the struggle and to deter the same, socialism 
should be promoted on political, cultural, educational, and ideological fronts.

Bases of Power (d)   (10 Marks) (150 Words)

According to Steven Lucas, just as money is the  currency of the economy, power is 
the currency of politics.  Frederick Watkins even goes to the extent of  delineating 
the scope of political science to the study  of power.Steven Lucas, in his book 
“Power: A Radical View (1974)” talks about three phases or dimensions of power. 
According to him, power has the ability to infl uence the pattern and the process 
of decision-making. It also has the ability to infl uence political agenda and control 
people’s thoughts.

Bases of Power: 
Individual level- According to Dahl, power is viewed as a relation between 
individuals.If “A has power over B to the extent that he can get B to do something that 
B would not otherwise do.”  However this was a very narrow defi nition of power.
Collective and Structural level-  In this case marxist , feminist and elitist theory 
of power comes into picture. 

Marx   views power as to be held by a particular group (dominant class) in society 
at the expense of the rest of the society (subordinate class). This is a constant sum 
concept of power since a net gain in the power of the dominant group represents a 
net loss in the power of the next in society. 
Feminists   have conceptualized power: as a resource to be (re)distributed, as 
domination, and as empowerment. 
According to the   elitist theory of power the bases for power is the combination of 
several groups who exercised all power by virtue of their high status in all important 
spheres of social life. They have given the concept of ‘power elite’.
A constructivist view of power as stated by   Hannah Arendt argues that “Only 
power but never violence can create legitimate authority.”
Mahatma Gandhi has equated the bases of power to the power of people. According  
to him “Swaraj will come not by the acquisition of authority by a few but 
by the acquisition of capacity of all”
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For   Gramsci, power is a domination though he talks about ideological domination. 
For Hannah Arendt power is empowerment. For Gramsci the source of power is 
economic power. Ultimate source of power is economic. However for Hannah Arendt, 
power is sui generis. According to Gramsci, civil society generates hegemony and 
hence he suggests the war of position to build counter hegemony. Hannah Arendt 
is not against civil society, she rather promotes civil society. According to her, 
power is when people act in concert with each other. Thus Gramsci and Hannah 
Arendt take different views on civil society.
Max Weber   made the difference between power and authority. Legitimate power 
is called authority. The state represents authority. Max Weber has given the three 
‘ideal types’ (models) of authority. The nature of authority will be determined by 
the nature of society.
Unlike traditionalists,   Jurgen Habermas developed an alternative to the 
Weberian approach  to legitimacy. Habermas pointed to the machinery through 
which legitimacy was  maintained such as democratic system, party system, social 
welfare reforms etc.  
Infl uenced by   Nietzsche, the post-modernist scholars state that knowledge is 
also the bases of power as they say “Knowledge is power” Michael Foucault 
argues that “Power is everywhere”.Foucault focus on the disciplinary paradigm 
in societies, rather than  command-obedience, which challenges the traditional 
simple understanding of power,  authority and legitimacy.  

In modern times, Hannah Arendt has critiqued traditional usage of power and has 
advocated  the constructive view of power, one that is actuated through concerted action. 
Similarly, C  B Macpherson has propounded the securement of creative freedom by 
creating conditions of  welfare that allows exercise of developmental power (or, power to) 
rather than extractive  power (or power over). Amartya Sen’s capability approach is a 
case in point. Hence there is  no fi xed defi nition or bases of power . In this era , there exists 
a matrix of power where multiple powers can coexist.

Locke’s Social Contract. (e)   (10 Marks) (150 Words)

Locke brought a different idea from that of social contract, unlike that of Hobbes as 
it he brought the concept of two stages of contract, or two stages of consent, fi rst to 
create the society and fi nally to build the state.
Due to this reason, even in case the government is dissolved or abolished, society 
continues to remain in existence and does not get dissolved. The abolished government 
is simply replaced by another government in its place.  The government is very similar 
to a trust. It always must abide by the terms of the contract. The government is 
always under the supervision of the society which has been created before it. 
There is no chance for the government to capture unnecessary power and if the 
government attempts to become absolutist, the society will simply replace it. Hence, 
as per the Jeremy Waldron, Lockean social contract gave the space for ruling out 
absolutism propounded by Hobbes. In addition to this, Locke was allowed to give one 
more right - right to revolution.

Locke evolved a constitutional government. 
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Locke only allows a partial surrender of natural rights. He considers the right to  
life, liberty and property as fundamental and they cannot be surrendered. These 
rights are the foundation of human freedom and cannot be done away with.
In totality the three major rights which everyone gives up once the contract comes  
in force are:

Right to make laws  

Right to implement laws  

Right to judge or interpret the laws.  

These rights are now surrendered to the government on one condition. The condition  
is that the right to life, liberty and property of citizens will be protected at any cost. 
Society will always supervise whether the government is duly protecting these 
rights or not. If the government fails in this duty, it will be replaced by another 
government. 
The government formed by the second contract has no original powers. It only  
enjoys the power delegated to it by society. It cannot work against the wishes of 
the citizens. The government cannot create laws against the wishes of citizens. It 
simply cannot make any laws which violate the right to life, liberty, and property 
of the citizens. 

For this reason, Jeremy Waldron stated, “Contract and consent have three stages 
in Locke’s description: fi rst, men must agree unanimously to come together as a 
community and pool their natural powers so that they can act together to uphold one 
another’s rights; second, the members of this community must agree by a majority vote 
to set up legislative and other institutions; third the owners of property in a society 
must agree, either personally or through their representatives to whatever taxes are 
imposed on the people.”

Factors like community , culture  and nation weaken the hegemony of 2.  (a)  
neoliberalism today. Discuss (15 Marks) (200 Words)

Neoliberalism is an ideology which is based on the principles of market 
fundamentalism. It refers to rolling back of the state. Neoliberalism emerged as 
a response to overemphasis on the welfare state that made it a ‘nanny state’. It 
resulted in fi scal defi cits and hence the state needed to be rolled back. 
Hayek in his book Constitution Of Liberty has stated that social justice is a mirage 
and that progressive taxation is bonded labor. Further Robert Nozick in his book 
Anarchy State and Utopia has suggested that minimal state is inspiring as well as 
right.
On the other hand, community, culture and nation forms the basis of communitarian 
ideology. This ideology as represented by Michael Sandel and Michael Walzer, 
states that human beings are not atomized individuals ( as propounded by liberalism) 
but rather they are ‘situated-self’ where they are guided by identity variables like 
culture, community, nature and ethnicity.
Recently international trade has seen the rise of regional organizations which have 
often surpassed the performance of neoliberal institutions like the World Trade 
organization (WTO). This proves that the hegemony of neoliberalism is in shambles.
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Issues concerning Neoliberalism both domestically and internationally 
through globalization and Institutions of Washington consensus:

Communitarianism   on the other hand is more grounded on solidarity principles 
wherein people’s surroundings, ethnicity , culture are considered while framing 
political principles. In the same lines Mahatir Mohammad had come up with 
Asian values principles. This was in retaliation to the excessive western domination/
hegemony of liberal notions of political values. It was more like ‘ imposition of 
democratic values at the gunpoint’. Moreover neoliberal policies also led to the 
development of underdevelopment.
Rise of national and regional organizations like New Development Bank,  
SCO, SAARC shows that neoliberalism no longer remains hegemonic discourse. 
Revivalism of  Nationalism across political, economic and cultural domains- 
Trump’s American Great, Aatmar Bharat, Putin’s assertiveness, Brexit, Decline of 
Pax Americana and Rise of the Rest (Fareed Zakaria), Dangerous Decade for world 
in crisis (Haas)

But still it is too fast to arrive at any conclusion. To offset the cons posed by the 
hegemony of neoliberalism, the concept of social liberalism arrived. Here the policies 
proposed focused more on capacity building rather than cut throat competition as 
advocated by neoliberalism. Amartya Sen has suggested balanced participation of 
every organ of state. This also is in sync with the culture and values of a particular 
community.

Equality of estates caused equality of power, and equality of power is liberty. (b)   
Comment. (15 Marks) (200 Words)

The idea of estates or property came from the concept of Lockean idea of property. 
Under the Lockean idea of property, if an individual creates the blend of natural 
resources and materials with their effort and hard work, the resultant will be the 
property of the individual. For Locke, property is a natural right.
Locke was with the idea that with the advent of social contract, right to property is 
something that needs to be mandatory in the form of rights given to individuals who 
are giving their consent to form the state. Locke ensured that liberty of acquiring and 
creating property should be there about which he has mentioned in his book, “Two 
Treatise of Government”. 
However, to ensure that there is a some check and balance existing with this right 
(somewhat like reasonable restrictions imposed on the Fundamental Rights enshrined 
in the Part III of the Indian Constitution), through the following manner:

Labor limitation   where he stated that property should only be earned by the use 
of labor, including labor of individuals’ horse and slavery. It should not be acquired 
by force or fraud.
Spoilage limitation   imposes the restriction for its right utility and not to be 
spoilt in any manner, thus, ensuring that it can be acquired by others to build 
productivity of the property.
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Suffi ciency limitation   meant that acquisition of property in such a manner 
that there should be enough property is left for others and not lead to any kind of 
deprivation. This restriction can be also imposed through the idea of equality of 
resources by Ronald Dworkin who stated that individuals should not be envious 
of the pack acquired by others and all acquisition is done through bid action, thus, 
giving the liberty to all to acquire natural resources as per their choice.

Both spoilage and suffi ciency limitation allowed all individuals to acquire property as 
per their mechanistic effort and access to natural resources. Therefore, it allowed for 
an equitable distribution of power with the acquisition of property. 
With acquisition of property through inculcating power, there is the chance for all 
individuals that suffi cient natural resources are present in nature and it is at the 
behest of labor of individuals who have to make efforts to produce a property and 
consolidate the same. Due to this reason, CL Wayper criticized Locke for promoting 
the idea of possessive individualism.

Elitist theory  of democracy denies the possibility of democracy as ‘rule of (c)   
the people’. Elucidate. (20 Marks) (250 Words)

Three important theorists Vilfredo Pareto (1848-1923), Gaetano Mosca (1857-
1941) and Robert Michels (1876-1936) are the leading thinkers of elitist democracy. 
Pareto classifi ed the elites into governing and non-governing elite from the masses. 
The governing elite are the power elites who are the ruling classes. They derive power 
from a variety of sources such as education, social status, bureaucratic position, 
political connections, and wealth.
Pareto described the Elite qualities in two psychological types 

Foxes   – who rule the masses by cunningness and manipulate their consent, 
Lions   – who achieve power through domination, coercion and violence. 

Elitism developed as a critique of egalitarian ideas such as democracy and socialism.
Due to ever increasing population, the feasibility of direct democracy decreases. 
J.S. Mill, in his book “On Representative Democracy”, has given the earliest 
formulation of representative democracy. Representative democracy is preferred 
by elitist scholars as they do not believe in the capacity of the masses. There are 
generally 2 models of representation: 

Delegate model   (as propounded by Locke and Bentham) representatives do 
not take decisions, but they stick to the mandate given by the people.
Enlightened model   as propounded by J.S. Mill which upholds the position of 
representatives in the working of democracy owing to the better functioning of 
democracy.

Elitist form of democracy denies the possibility of democracy as the rule of 
the people because:

It leads to autocratic tendencies. 
It leads to neglect of ‘counter-public’ i.e., the sphere which is formed by the  
marginalized sections of society.
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But in spite of the above fact some if the advantages of representative 
democracy are:

It refl ects the general will of people. 
It leads to quick decision making. 
It leads to the formation of governments by amateurs. 

Criticizing representative/elitist democracy, Rousseau had thus remarked “Englishmen 
are free only once in fi ve years”. Yet, Representative democracy remains one of 
including India and USA which proves its continued relevance.

Examine the liberal theory of state in contemporary politics. 3.  (a)  (15 Marks) 
(200 Words)

Liberal individual perspective of theory was proposed by Locke, Bentham, Adam 
Smith and JS Mill. According to them, the general features of the states are as 
follows:

Individuality is the focal point of all activities.  
Being rational, he has to be the end for which all associations including the state  
exist.
The state is a means to the end of the individual. Its power is in proportion to its  
functions. As a means of individuals’ ends, it is limited in its functions and power. 
However, it will still exist as a necessary evil.
In liberal individual perspective, the state has moved from its negative character and  
positive institution to a welfare one. Thus, it is a reformed oriented institution.
In economic terms, it is a state of capitalist class that is promoting trade and  
commerce, advocating the same by promoting the idea of removal of tariffs and 
other barriers. Hence, such states are encouraging competition.

Thus, through above points, in contemporary times, it can be observed in the following 
manner:

There is a clear cut functionality present with the state and state should not cross  
the same. Hence, it can be viewed through the prism of separation of power.
The liberal theory of state showcases the idea that it is somewhere trying to fulfi ll  
the aspirations of newly formed classes.
Liberal theory of state allows an individual to display and project creativity without  
any hindrances through freedom of expression and speech, as enshrined in Part III 
of the Indian Constitution.
Presence of state must be there to avoid anarchy and chaos, as there have been  
scholars like Hobbes and Aristotle who were reluctant about the same. However, 
Locke gave the right to revolt only on the grounds that it should end the structure 
of the state because it has acted in contravention with what is mentioned in the 
social contract.
Liberal theory of state paves the way for utilitarianism to ensure “  greater happiness 
for the greater number” as stated by Bentham.
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Human rights are complex and contested social practices that organize (b)   
relations between individuals , society and the state. Comment. (15 Marks) 
(200 Words)

Rights are seen as foundational values of modern political theory. Rights are those 
essential conditions of social life without which no person can generally realize his best 
self. Human Rights are the rights inherent to all human beings irrespective of their 
nationality, ethnicity, gender, religion, language or any other status. These rights are 
universal, inalienable, interdependent, indivisible, equal and non-discriminatory. The 
rights are often expressed and guaranteed by domestic laws, international treaties, 
general principles and other sources of international law.

Human Rights determining relations between humans,society and state
The concept of human rights originated after 2nd WW. It is based on the experiences  
of the atrocities committed by Hitler on Jews. Till 2nd WW, the principle of 
sovereignty of the state (monistic) was considered sacrosanct. 
According to the   theory of human rights, irrespective of caste, class, gender, 
creed, nationality, there are some basic minimum rights which should be available 
to all just because they are humans. 
Hence whether the constitution of the country recognizes or not, it will be assumed  
that people possess human rights. Therefore human rights, irrespective of societal 
mores and state laws, ensures that human beings are embodiments of certain rights 
that are sacrosanct, universal and inviolable. It places an obligation on states to 
respect those rights(e.g. different states ratifi ed the International Bill of Rights. 
Further Human Rights places an obligation on the International Community/
society to prevent the violation of Human Rights if the state is not able to protect 
Human Rights or it itself violates Human Rights of its citizens.

Human Rights as complex and contested concept
Further the concept of human rights is one of the most contested concepts in  
political philosophy. The universality of Human rights is contested by different 
schools of thought like value pluralist, multiculturalists and cultural relativists. 
Isaiah Berlin   criticizes the universalistic principle of Human Rights that projects 
liberal values as ideals. According to Isaiah Berlin values are not only inherently 
pluralistic they are incommensurable. It means they cannot be measured or 
quantifi ed. If we cannot measure or quantify, we cannot fi x the order of priority. 
Thus he suggests that there cannot be any hierarchy of values. Hence the state  
should not try to impose any specifi c way of life. He gives an example of the life of a 
nun and a married woman. It is not possible to suggest which life is superior. Both 
value their own way of life. Cultural relativists suggest that man is a ‘situated 
self’. It means a person’s conception of right and wrong is never independent of 
his community. Thus for cultural relativists, the conception of rights cannot be 
independent of community’s conception of right and wrong. 
The biggest proponents of this ideas are   Asian Value theorists who point that 
the liberal human rights based on individualism are incompatible to Asian States 
who follow the ethos of collectivism and have more reverence to group rights than 
individual rights.
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However despite being complex and contested ,the concept of human rights is one 
inspiring idea of 20’ century as it has placed humans at the center-stage of political 
philosophy and energized the idea of natural rights as an embodiment of humans.

Individualism is inherent in Hobbes’ absolutist ideology. Comment. (c)   (20 Marks) 
(250 Words)

Hobbes was born in troubled times. The war in England between the Catholic and 
Protestants along with the war of Royalists (Those who supported the absolute 
monarchy) vs Parliamentarians had created a situation of chaos and insecurity of life 
for everyone. Violence and fear of death had become a daily part of life. Hobbes was 
born in such times and therefore remarked: “Fear And I Were Born Twins & Were 
Ever Thereafter Inseparable”. 
Creation of order in daily life and preservation of life of the individual itself became 
the major concerns of Hobbes. In his opinion only a strong government can protect 
the citizens in such terrible times. 
In the state of nature everyone is almost equal. If some are stronger than others, then 
others are cleverer than them. Hobbes calls this state of equality ‘Natural Equality’. 
It implies that if today one person is able to kill another, then he himself can be 
killed the next day. The state of nature is a state of limited resources and unlimited 
desires. Everyone wants to accumulate as many resources as he or she can. Man’s 
desire for pleasure has no limits. Also, everyone wants to protect their possessions 
from others. The man in the state of nature is therefore individualistic, materialistic, 
and utilitarian. 
Now to extend one’s pleasure or to preserve one’s life and resources, there is a need 
for power.Life eventually turns into an endless struggle for power. This struggle ends 
only when a person dies. The state of nature is a state of war of everyone against 
everyone.  
With the mounting tension between them, each man eventually tends to break the 
tension by attacking each other. Thus, the state of nature turns into a state of war 
of everyone against everyone. In such a situation, the life of man is “Solitary, poor, 
nasty, brutish and short”.
Sovereign according to Hobbesian defi nition essentially lies in the power of determining 
on the behalf of the entire community what should be done to maintain peace and 
order to promote their welfare. The second fundamental attribute of sovereignty 
is its absoluteness. The power of the sovereign to make laws is not limited by any 
human authority, superior or inferior. There is no rival or coordinate authority in the 
commonwealth beside the sovereign. 
But, to create this sovereign and to ensure that individual rights, Hobbes brought the 
idea of social contract through which each individual will give the consent to the state 
to protect their rights and ensure that it remains intact. Hence, through this idea of 
sovereign, he focussed upon individualism. However, since it was necessary to keep 
this individualism intact, it was necessary to give absolute powers.
Even Sabine talked about this absolute power lying with this idea and Hobbes called 
it Leviathan due to the ancient and mythical biblical monster that showcased power 
due to its sheer size.
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Dr. Ambedkar’s idea of social justice leads to ‘egalitarian justice’ as compared 4.  (a)  
to Rawls’ ‘justice as fairness’ which aims at the notion of ‘pure procedural 
justice’. Comment. (15 Marks) (200 Words)

Justice is derived from the Latin word ‘Jungere’ which means to bind or tie together. 
John Rawls defi nes justice as the fi rst virtue of social institutions. The term justice 
has a much wider concept as it includes political justice, economical justice, social 
justice etc. Justice has been explained by both Dr. Ambedkar and John Rawls.
According to John Rawls basic institutions of society should be constructed so as to 
ensure the continuous distribution of “social primary goods” to all the members of 
society in a fair or just manner.
Rawls postulates the idea of ‘original position’ where people are behind the veil 
of ignorance and they will come up  with the idea of just society. John Rawls claims 
that his theory is “purely procedural theory” as he gives the principle of justice in 
lexical order. The greatest equal liberty principle takes priority, followed by equality 
of opportunity and at last the difference principle. In this context Rawls states that 
“A principle does not come into play until those previous to it are either fully met or 
do not apply.
Dr Ambedkar’s idea of social justice comes in contradiction to Rawls theory of Justice 
It is argued that any deliberations without the knowledge of prevailing social and 
economic conditions are meaningless. The Moral system should always be analyzed 
in the light of class relations and the pattern of ownership of private property.  As 
per  Bidyut Chakrabarty, Ambedkar’s social justice as egalitarian justice is the 
protagonist of the idea of social justice as an in- alienable part of the constitution.
Dr Ambedkar has rightly said that. “ We are entering an era of political equality. 
But economically and remain a deeply unequal society.Unless we resolve this 
contradiction, inequality will destroy our democracy”; Hence, his idea of social 
justice leads to egalitarian society According to Rawls inequalities which serves as 
incentives for the greater creativity and productivity of the talented and the gifted, 
are not unjust” This concept of ‘justice as fairness’ different from the egalitanan 
justice of Ambedkar who said that the upliftment of Dalit and other vulnerable section 
of the society will break the shackles of inequality It can be concluded that whether 
it is Rawls or Ambedkar both talk about justice and supremacy of justice can be 
viewed in our Preamble which is committed to secure to all its citizen where justice is 
mentioned before all the other political values.

“The Panchayats with Gram Sabhas should be so organized as to identify (b)   
the resources locally available for the development in agricultural and 
industrial sectors.” Examine the statement in the context of Gram Swaraj. 
(15 Marks) (200 Words)

The concept of participative democracy with its roots rising from villages is what had been 
one of the biggest aims that Gandhi looked after India attained independence. For this 
purpose, he wanted a proper development of social organizations at the rural level.
According to MK Gandhi, “Independence must begin at the bottom. Thus, every 
village will be a republic or panchayat having full powers. It follows, therefore, that 



MOMENTUM IA
S

13 https://momentumias.com

MOMENTUM IAS

PSIR UPSC CSE MAINS 2022by: Piyush Chaubey    |    Tel. @Piyushchoubey

every village has to be self-sustained and capable of managing its affairs even to the 
extent of defending itself against the whole world. It will be trained and prepared to 
perish in the attempt to defend itself against any onslaught from outside.” 
Article 40 of the Indian Constitution present under Directive Principles of State Policy 
(Part IV of the Constitution) illustrated, “The State shall take steps to organize village 
panchayats and endow them with such powers and authority as may be necessary to 
enable them to function as units of self-government.”
This part allows to inculcate the Gandhian ideas in the Indian democracy by ensuring 
that a decentralized structure with agro-economy and socialist framework allowed 
growth of all, i.e, Sarvodaya. The idea behind Sarvodaya was inspired by John 
Ruskin’s Unto The Last (1860) Gandhi came across this work in the midst of his 
passive resistance movement against the racist regime of South Africa. This contained 
a message of uplift of the last man or the most neglected lot. 
Thus, it paved the way for democratic socialism (it seeks to achieve its goal 
by mobilizing public opinion in its favor, winning electoral majority and then 
implementing socialist policy through democratic means), which was also propagated 
by Ambedkar.
Sarvodaya prescribes that everybody will have to do physical labor toward production for 
society, at least to compensate for the bread that he consumes.  Sarvodaya recommends 
the use of simple technology so as to create work for the teeming millions. Instead of mass 
production by the machines, Sarvodaya wants ‘production by the masses.
Gandhi was against the idea of capitalism but also supported that it cannot be removed 
abruptly and due to this reason, he wrote in Amrit Bazar Patrika, “What is needed 
is not the extinction of landlords and capitalists, but a transformation of the existing 
relationship between them and the masses into something healthier and purer.”

Examine the entitlement theory of justice. (c)   (20 Marks) (250 Words)

The libertarian critique of Justice is given by Robert Nozick. He has given the 
entitlement theory of Justice. According to him, Rawls’ theory compromises liberty 
for the sake of equality. He also criticizes the progressive taxation and states that it 
is like bonded labor.
Robert Nozick, in his book “Anarchy, State, and Utopia”, questioned the basic 
assumptions of the distributive theory of Justice of Rawls. As a counter theory, he 
gives an unpatterned theory of entitlement. There are three aspects to this, which 
are:

Principle of justice in acquisition-   which is an initial acquisition of holding. It 
is an account of how people fi rst came to own property, what types of things can be 
held and so forth.
Principle of justice in transfer-   which is how one person can acquire holdings 
from another, including voluntary exchange and gifts.
Principle of rectifi cation of injustice-   which is how to deal with holdings 
that are unjustly acquired or transferred, whether and how much victims can be 
compensated, how to deal with long past transgressions or injustices done by a 
government, and so on.
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When the three above noted holdings are conglomerated under one head that gives 
birth to a concrete shape of the theory of justice. It can be better put in the words of 
Nozick. He writes: “The general outlines of a theory of justice in holdings are 
that the holdings of a person are just if he is entitled to them by the principles 
of justice in acquisition and transfer, or, by the principle of rectifi cation of 
injustice. If each person’s holdings are just then the total set of holdings is 
just”.
This theory supports a free-market economy and wants to limit the welfare policies 
of the state. This is against the redistribution of money by the tax-policy to bring 
economic and social equality.The whole sequence is justice is not based on equal liberty 
or any other principle enunciated by John Rawls rather patterned principle and 
the pattern relates to various elements such as usefulness to society, moral merit etc. 
By enunciating all these Nozick wants to establish a new doctrine.

Criticism
Patterned principles only stress the patterned way of distribution of property and  
rights. But it is silent on the entitlement principles of holding and Nozick believes 
that only through the strengthening of this principle can justice be achieved. Hence 
its inability is not helpful for justice.
In the opinion of Nozick justice depends on both receiving and giving of holdings  
or property. These two combinedly form the fabric of justice. But the patterned 
principle only emphasizes the receiving aspect and ignores the giving of property. 
So the patterned principle of distributive justice is a theory of recipient justice.
Again there is a confl ict between patterned principle and end-state principle. The  
patterned principle emphasizes that men should be “rewarded according to the 
deserts is historical because it directs attention towards their past action”.

The tricky thing is that Nozick said almost nothing about how to fi ll in what those 
three principles require. That’s because he thought he had two highly abstract 
arguments that could clear the fi eld of all competitors. They maintain that other views 
of distributive justice depart from this historical scheme and, in doing so, necessarily 
involve unacceptable infringements of liberty. It falls a bit short of the target.

Analyze the workers’ movement in India in the pre-Independence period. 5.  (a)  
(10 Marks) (150 Words)

The modern Indian working class arose in consequence to the development and 
growth of factory industries in India from the second half of the nineteenth century. 
It is however about the turn of the twentieth century, it took the shape of the working 
class . As far as the major industries were concerned, the cotton textile industry in 
1914 employed 2.6 lakh workers, the jute industry employed 2 lakh workers in 1912 
the railways employed around 6 lakh workers. The number swell further and on the 
eve of World War 11, in which, about 2 million were employed in the manufacturing 
industry, 1.5 million in railways and I .2 million in the British owned plantations.  
A few observations on the nature of the early and post independence working class may 
be made. Firstly, ‘early working class’ was divided into organized and unorganized 
sections and this distinction lies even today. Secondly, there was an insuffi cient class 
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demarcation between a working class and a peasant. Thirdly, the working class in the 
early years and to some extent even today is divided between class, caste, language, 
community, etc. Fourthly, today there is a distinction between the workers employed 
in the private sector and the public sector.

The fi rst phase : 1850s till 1918 
The actions of the working class in the earliest stage were sporadic and unorganized  
in nature and hence were mostly ineffective. 
It is only from the late 19th century in Madras, and from the second decade of the  
twentieth century in Bombay that serious attempts were made for the formation 
of associations that could lead organized form of protests. 
Prior to that some philanthropists in the 1880s sought to improve working  
conditions by urging the British authorities in India to introduce legislation for 
improving its condition. SS Bengalee in Bombay, Sasipada Banerjee in Bengal 
and Narayzm Lokhandya in Maharashtra were prominent among them.
In the last decades of the 19th century, strikes occurred at Bombay, Kurla, and in  
other places. The strikes however were only sporadic, spontaneous, localized and 
short-lived and were caused by factors such as reduction in wages, imposition of 
fi nes, dismissal or reprimand of the worker. 
These actions and militancy, helped in the development of class solidarity  
consciousness, which was missing earlier. Agitations grew and they were broader 
economic questions.
Perhaps the biggest political demonstration by the working class in this period  
occurred during Tilak’s trial. The Swadeshi period was also to see the faint beginnings 
of a socialist tinge among some of the radical nationalist leaders who were exposed 
to the contemporary Marxist and social democratic forces in Europe.

The Second Phase: 1918 till Independence 
It was after World War I that the working class struggle in the country entered into 
a different phase-

The unorganized movement of the workers took an organized form; trade unions  
were formed on modern lines. 
Firstly in the 1920s serious attempts were made by the Congress and the  
Communists to mobilize the working class and hence from then onwards the 
national movement established a connection with the working class.
Secondly, it was in 1920 that the fi rst attempt to form an all India organization  
was made. Eg the All India Trade Union Congress (AITUC). It was in this period 
that the working class also got involved in the mainstream of nationalist politics 
to a signifi cant extent. 
Tilak   urged workers not only to organize themselves but also to intervene in 
nationalist politics. “Political freedom to you is of no worth without economic 
freedom. You cannot, therefore, afford the movement for national freedom. You 
are part and parcel of that movement. You will neglect it only at the peril of your 
liberty”. 
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Thirdly, in this decade, India witnessed a large number of strikes.   
On the whole, there was a radicalisation of working class activity by the end of  
the 1920s but what is also crucial is that there also grew differences between the 
Moderates and the Communists; as a result, the AITUC split and the National 
Trade Union Federation (NTUF) was formed by the moderate leaders such as N.M. 
Joshi, V.V. Giri, B. Shivarao etc.  

In 1930s 
There was a marked decline in the early 1930s between 1930-34, which were in 
fact the years of the Great Depression. 

To   Charnanlal Revri it was a period of setback to the entire trade union 
movement and that was due to the Meerut Conspiracy case in which many 
prominent Communist leaders were arrested and secondly, due to the 
successive splits that took place in the Trade Union Congress earlier. 
The Left led the unions that had become weaker in the early 1930s, but were  

able to reassert their infl uence by the year 1934. 
Demands were for the restoration of wage cuts, wage increases and the  

stopping of new forms of offensives against labor. 
In the year 1936 important strikes that took place were the strikes in cotton  

textile industry, jute industry and the strike in the railways. 
The number of registered trade unions also increased.   As a result of this, 
there was a growth of trade unions and trade union activity throughout the 
1930s and the 1940s. 
The number of strikes went up by the end of the 1930s. The involvement  

of workers in these strikes was also higher. Two developments of critical 
importance in this period were: fi rstly, the strikes spread to several smaller 
industrial towns in the country and secondly, the working class during these 
struggles were not only defensive but were also offensive in the sense that 
they demanded among other things restoration of wage cuts, recognition of 
their union rights and resisted new forms of oppression of labour. 
It has also been found that an increasing number of women workers came to  

the forefront of the workers struggle. 

In 1940s 
The movement entered into a decisive phase in the 1940s and this phase coincided 
with the fi nal phase of the National Movement, when the latter entered into its 
last phase beginning with the Quit India Movement of 1942. 

On the industrial front, from 1939 onwards the working condition of the  

workers was affected seriously ;in increase in the working hours, multiple 
shift systems were introduced. 
As a result, strikes erupted throughout the country and probably the most  

important demand of the workers was the demand for a Dearness Allowance 
against rising prices and cost of living. 
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Between 1945- 1947, after the end of the war, the working class confronted  

two distinct problems. First, was the problem of large-scale retrenchments 
and second, the problem of decline in earnings.  As a result, the number 
of strikes reached a peak in 1947; there were 181 1 strikes involving 1840 
thousand workers.

The Preamble of the Indian Constitution  refl ects itself as a ‘social contract’.(b)   
Elucidate (10 Marks) (150 Words)

Social contract theory propounds that persons’ political obligations are 
dependent upon a contract or agreement among them to form the society and polity 
in which they live.Unlike ancient theorists like Plato and Aristotle who viewed 
State as a natural institution necessary for the moral development of people, the 
contractualist tradition led by modern thinkers like Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau 
attempted to justify and delimit State as an artifi cial political authority on the 
grounds of individual self-interest and rational consent.Social contract is not 
just western tradition. It is in Indian tradition  too such as Manu, Kautilya and 
Buddhist traditions.

As per the Preamble of the Constitution, India is a Sovereign, Socialist, Secular 
democratic country so as to enable to the citizens of India the following:

Social, economic and political justice; 
Freedom/liberty in idea, voicing opinions, faith, and devotion; 
Equal status and opportunity to everyone; 
And to promote among them all fraternity assuring the dignity of the individual  
and the unity and integrity of the Nation.

The preamble sets out principles which guide the people of our country, present 
the doctrines of our Constitution and sets out principles of the Indian Constitution. 
Pt.Bhargav Das said , “It is a jewel of the constitution.”
Social contract theory propounds that persons’ political obligations are dependent 
upon a contract or agreement among them to form the society and polity in which 
they live.Unlike ancient theorists like Plato and Aristotle who viewed State as a 
natural institution necessary for the moral development of people, the contractualist 
tradition led by modern thinkers like Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau attempted to justify 
and delimit State as an artifi cial political authority on the grounds of individual self-
interest and rational consent.Social contract is not just western tradition. It is in 
Indian tradition  too such as Manu, Kautilya and Buddhist traditions.
The Constitution of India refl ects the general will of the people of India. As per 
Rousseau, general will :
the real good will of the people. It refl ects the social contract of the people. As the 
Preamble mirror of Indian constitution hence it refl ects itself as the social contract 
of the people. The very fi rst line “We the people of India” refl ects that it has 
been created by us (people of India) so it is our duty to follow it. It has mixed 
obligations to have justice,equality, liberty and fraternity. 
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Justice:
Social Justice   – Social justice means that the Constitution wants to create a society 
without discrimination on any grounds like caste, creed, gender, religion, etc.
Economic Justice   – Economic Justice means no discrimination can be caused 
by people on the basis of their wealth, income, and economic status. Every person 
must be paid equally for an equal position and all people must get opportunities to 
earn for their living.
Political Justice   – Political Justice means all the people have an equal, free and 
fair right without any discrimination to participate in political opportunities.
Equality:   Means no section of society has any special privileges and all the 
people have given equal opportunities for everything without any discriminations. 
Everyone is equal before the law.
Liberty:   The term ‘Liberty’ means freedom for the people to choose their way of 
life, have political views and behavior in society. Liberty does not mean freedom to 
do anything, a person can do anything but in the limit set by the law.
Fraternity:   The term ‘Fraternity’ means a feeling of brotherhood and an 
emotional attachment with the country and all the people. Fraternity helps to 
promote dignity and unity in the nation.

Hence it refl ects itself as a ‘social construct’ with a set of obligations that are 
dependent upon a contract or agreement among them to form the society and polity 
in which they live. 

Legislative Council is a house without any effective powers. Comment.(c)   
(10 Marks) (150 Words)

The role of the state legislative council (formed under Article 169 and 171 of the Indian 
Constitution by the resolution of the State Legislative Assembly and ratifi ed by both 
the houses of the Parliament) is essentially advisory in nature. Its core function is 
to give suggestions, and recommendations and hold discussions on matters, bills and 
policies presented to it or that have been sent to it for suggestions, recommendations 
and discussions by the legislative assembly.

Bills presented in the legislative assembly are sent to the legislative council for  
approval. However, in case the council does not give its approval, the assembly has 
the power to reconsider it. In this case, the legislative assembly resends the bill to 
the legislative council. 
The legislative assembly can send the bill again to the legislative council for  
consideration, with or without implementing the amendments that may have been 
suggested by the legislative council. When the bill is sent for the second time, and 
if it has already been passed by the assembly, the bill shall be deemed to be passed 
by the council if it retains the bill for any longer than a month.
When the bill is sent for the fi rst time, the council can retain the bill for a period of  
up to 3 months and not beyond that. 
The powers of the legislative council are limited. It has no right to participate in  
the formation or dissolution of the government. A no-confi dence motion cannot be 
initiated in a legislative council as it can be, in a Rajya Sabha.  
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A legislative council can delay the procedure of passing a bill. It can retain the  
bill for a period of 3 months in case of a non-money bill and 14 days in case of a 
money bill but it cannot stop the legislative assembly from passing if the legislative 
assembly decides to pass it. When a non-money bill is resent to the council, it can 
retain the bill for a period of 1 month after which the bill shall be deemed to have 
been passed by the council.
The legislative council plays a crucial role in recommending changes to the bills  
presented. It is mandatory for the legislative assembly to send a bill to the legislative 
council before passing it, though its recommendations are not binding. 
An ordinary bill can be introduced in the legislative council. However, the ultimate  
decision is made by the legislative assembly. 
It can recommend changes to a money bill. However, a money bill cannot be  
introduced in a legislative council.
Members of the council can become ministers. A member of the council is eligible to  
become the Chief Minister. It is one of the most important powers of the members 
of the legislative council. 
Although the council does not exercise legislative control over the state executive  
like the legislative assembly does, debates can take place in a legislative council 
and it can also ask questions to the executive ministers. 

Why are legislative councils criticized in India?
Even though bicameralism has been an age-old concept in India, very few states have 
chosen to adopt it. Many states have also abolished their legislative councils and 
opted for unicameralism. These statistics are indicative of the upper house not being 
as popular for state legislatures as it has been for the union. At times, legislative 
councils are heavily criticized by lawmakers and policymakers. Some prominent 
criticisms are:

In a practical scenario, the decisions taken, the bills and the policies made depend  
more on the nature of the composition of houses than on merit. For instance, when 
a bill is introduced in the legislative assembly of the state and the same is sent to 
the legislative council for approval, the members belonging to the ruling party will 
give their assent and the opposition party members will not. The bills are often 
passed or not passed due to these grounds and not truly on the merits of it. If the 
ruling party forms a majority in the legislative council, the bill will be passed even 
if it is not expedient to do so. And if the opposition party forms a majority, they will 
tend to cause unnecessary delays in the passing of the bill, not for its demerit but 
for political innuendo. 
Another reason for criticism is its unnecessity. The legislative council is only  
advisory in nature and it discusses bills sent to it by the legislative assembly to make 
recommendations. These recommendations are not even binding on the assembly 
and it can pass a bill without implementing those recommendations. Thus, the 
legislative council is believed to be unnecessary, unuseful and ineffi cient. 
It delays the making of laws, even those which require immediate action. 
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It is seen as a means to park defeated politicians.  
It creates a fi nancial burden on the state’s budget. Setting up, everyday functioning,  
travel, institutional expenditures, and remunerations, are all high set fi nancial 
expenditures and it creates a heavy burden on the state’s budget. 
It has extremely limited powers and functions.  
It has no control over the state executive, unlike the legislative assembly.  

In the eyes of CV Madhukar, In the absence of a clearly defi ned set of roles for our 
legislators, it is a fact that the citizens often look upon MLAs and MPs as glorifi ed 
corporators,expecting them to fi x street lights,ensure clean drains,etc. We would be 
better off as a nation if the debate were not about creating a legislative council in any 
single state,but instead focused on a thorough re-examination of the institution of 
legislatures,how well they have served the purposes for which they were created,and 
what needs to be done to make them more effective and responsive to the rapidly 
changing needs of India.

How far is the National Commision for Backward Classes an empowered (d)   
body? Assess its role in the context  of rising demand  for backwardness 
among dominant communities. (10 Marks) (150 Words)

102nd Constitution Amendment Act, 2018 provides constitutional status to the 
National Commission for Backward Classes (NCBC). It has the authority to examine 
complaints and welfare measures regarding socially and educationally backward 
classes. The National Commission for Backward Classes (NCBC) was an outcome 
of the Indra Sawhney case (Mandal Commission)of 1992.In the fi nal verdict of the 
Mandal Commission, the Supreme Court of India had addressed the formation of 
NCBC as a statutory body.

National Commision for Backward Classes is  an empowered body:
According to Article 338B (5) It shall be the duty of the Commission—

To investigate and monitor all matters relating to the safeguards provided for the  
socially and educationally backward classes under this Constitution or under any 
other law for the time being in force or under any order of the Government and to 
evaluate the working of such safeguards;
To inquire into specifi c complaints with respect to the deprivation of rights and  
safeguards of the socially and educationally backward classes;
To participate and advise on the socio-economic development of the socially and  
educationally backward classes and to evaluate the progress of their development 
under the Union and any State;
To present to the President, annually and at such other times as the Commission  
may deem fi t, reports upon the working of those safeguards;
To make in such reports the recommendations as to the measures that should be  
taken by the Union or any State for the effective implementation of those safeguards 
and other measures for the protection, welfare and socio-economic development of 
the socially and educationally backward classes; and
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To discharge such other functions in relation to the protection, welfare and  
development and advancement of the socially and educationally backward classes 
as the President may, subject to the provisions of any law made by Parliament, by 
rule specify.

Recently there has been a phenomenon of race for backwardness where there has 
been rising demand for backwardness amongst the backward communities. Some of 
the examples of these movements include demand for reservation by the Marathas 
and the Patidar community. 
Several communities are protesting that only a few chunk of backward classes reaped all 
benefi ts and the rest are left behind. Due to this, the government has formed the G.Rohini 
commission for sub-categorization of obc caste. Role of NCBC would be extremely 
important in that context and how it will proceed in rationalization of the process.
Hence the role of NCBC is limited here . It can only recognize, rationalize and assess 
the legal framework .But the fi nal decision still lies with the legislature. 
However it has been seen that NCBC has not been able to implement the acts to 
the fullest extent. The benefi ts have not percolated  to the grassroot level.Biggest 
elephant in the room is the recommendations of the committee are not binding 
on the government which makes it a toothless tiger. Hence the working of NCBC 
should be streamlined. 
To improve its role in de facto terms some suggested measures can be - the fi ndings of 
the caste census and NCBC recommendations should be published in the public 
domain. The composition of the commission should be more gender sensitized to 
make it an empowered body in true sense.

High concentration of economic activities and consumption patterns in the (e)   
post-liberalization period has led to the failure of environmental movements 
in India. Elucidate. (10 Marks) (150 Words)

According to Gadgil and Guha, the fourth phase of the Environmental movements 
deeply demanded innovations to ensure ecological balance. The advent of globalization 
and hyper-lapse consumerism, as stated by Divya Singh Rathore and Pratyush 
Prabhakar.
Fostering economic activities have led to many environmental issues in recent times 
as stated by Arun Kumar in his article, “Environmental Movements Failure”, 
stated, “The rising nexus and collaboration between the state and multinational 
corporations have led to the suppression of more recent environmental movements 
and those that have been successful have received strong support from opposition 
political parties. The factors that were responsible for the success of the environmental 
movements in the late 1970s and 1980s have not produced as much success in the more 
recent era of liberalization.” 
Some of the biggest issues lying with the failure of environmental movements were 
as follows:

Weak legal framework that allows punitive measures. 
Corrupt practices that allow easy get-aways of industrialists. 
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Priority to economy over ecology. 
Contempt of instructions by several business ventures. 
Easy allowance of permit of setting up of industries without looking over the  
negative aspect.

Another major concern related to the aspect of failure of environmental movements, 
Donella Meadows stated, “environmentalism was never an organized “movement.”  
The public’s interest in it has never waned.  Our understanding of the planet, the 
reasons for concern, the lessons learned from past successes and failures keep building 
as the population swells, oil is burned, greenhouse gasses mount in the atmosphere, 
soil erodes, and species disappear.  There is an enormous transformation going on, 
both on the planet and in peoples’ minds.  It is slow, cumulative, and profound.” 
Even one of the fi rst suo moto cases registered in India in 1994 was associated with 
pollution of river Yamuna. Supreme Court has intervened from time to time regarding 
issues related to economic activities that foster development but hamper ecological 
balance which are as follows:

Vellore Citizens Welfare Forum Case   for closure of tanneries
Fertilizer Gas Leakage Case 
S Jagannath Case   for coastal management and economic activities
Goa Foundation vs Konkan Railway Corporation 
Narula Dyeing and Printing Works Case   regarding waste water coming from 
industries.
Indian Council for Enviro-Legal Action Case   related to production of Hydraulic 
Acid, along with its harmful effl uents

All these cases consolidated the concept of public liability principle, polluters 
pay principle, precautionary principle, etc. 
When it comes to the consumption pattern of resources in India, the issues linked 
with SDG - 11 & 12 (“responsible production and consumption”) refl ect the 
lack of equity existing in the current construct of Indian society. This construct has 
displayed that there is a widening of Gini’s coeffi cient post LPG reforms in India.
With the advent of hyper lapse consumerism, the need to get the products with the 
shortest span of time has induced the race of consumption in a bolstered manner. 
According to the Food Waste Index Report, published by the United Nations 
Environment Programme, about 50kg of food waste is thrown away per person 
per year in Indian homes. It is further estimated that the value of food wastage in 
India is around Rs.92,000 crores per annum.  It is interesting to see that the country 
that has a good food production value, does not hold a handsome rank in the Global 
Hunger Index.
But to write about such statistics to ensure that the common public knows them at 
the individual level, Donella Meadows stated, “Media does not know how to cover it 
to bring it into the arena of environmentalism.”



MOMENTUM IA
S

23 https://momentumias.com

MOMENTUM IAS

PSIR UPSC CSE MAINS 2022by: Piyush Chaubey    |    Tel. @Piyushchoubey

Electoral behavior of voters is governed more by the social and economic 6.  (a)  
factors than the political factors. Explain. (15 Marks) (200 Words)

Every election carries with it some patterns of continuity in relation to its preceding 
elections but it may also represent a point where important changes might have 
taken place in electoral behavior and its systemic implications.  In a limited way, 
voting refers to the function of electing representatives by casting votes in elections. 
‘Voting’ is a means of expressing his approval or disapproval of government decisions, 
policies and programmes, the policies and programmes of various political parties 
and qualities of candidates who are engaged in struggle to get the status of being the 
representatives of people. 
Richard Rose and Harve Massavir point out, voting covers as many as six important 
functions .It involves an individual’s choice of governors or major governmental policies.
Samuel S. Eldersveld in his ‘theory and Method in voting Behaviour research’ 
writes. “The term ‘Voting Behaviour’ is not new. But it has been used of late to 
describe certain areas of study and types of political phenomena which previously had 
either not been conceived or were considered irrelevant.” 
Voting behavior is not confi ned to the examination of voting statistics, records and 
computation of electoral shifts and swings.

Political factors governing behavior :
Charisma:   It means the exceptional quality of a factor and overrides group 
elements leader that becomes a source of attraction and reverence for the people in 
large numbers in an opposite sense, It also means a source of fear to many people 
because they do not speak or dare to speak against the wishes of a powerful leader. 
The image of Jayaprakash Narayan had the same effect in the elections of 1977. 
The personality of Modi, BJP won the election of 2014.
Caste:   Caste has deep roots in society and constitutes an important basis for social 
relations at all levels. Despite the adoption of various provisions that prohibit action 
and discrimination on the basis, the caste continues to be a determining factor 
in political behaviour. Morris Jones writes, “Politics is more important for 
caste and caste is more important for politics than before”. 
Ideological commitment:   Most of the voters are crazy about a particular 
ideology and they keep in view the ideology of the candidate and the political party 
at the time of casting their votes. This fact is applicable to the voters who are the 
supporters of the leftist parties. 
Party loyalty:   In India, many of the people are attached to their different political 
party and they always cast their vote in favor of the party rather than the candidate. 
We can’t change their party loyalty even when they know that their candidate 
would not be going to win, such voters are known as committed voters.

However nowadays Electoral behavior of voters is governed more by the 
social and economic factors than the political factors. These are:

First, with respect to state elections, many ruling parties in recent years have  
succeeded in transcending narrow caste appeals and instead forging much broader 
rainbow coalitions of many discrete caste  and religious communities across the 
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social hierarchy. This shift toward stitching together wide-ranging social coalitions 
suggests that parties are gradually fi nding ways of broadening their repertoire 
beyond parochial concerns to include issues of a programmatic nature. The most 
common example cited in this regard is Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar 
from the Janata Dal (United), or JD(U). 
Second, there are several recent examples—at the state as well as the national  
level—of governments being re-elected on account of their perceived economic 
acumen. The UPA government won a resounding re-election in the 2009 general 
election, having delivered the fastest rates of economic growth in India’s history. 
At the state level, a crop of popular chief ministers has achieved lasting political 
power by combining good politics and successful economics. 
Finally, hard evidence is emerging that economic voting is now a reality.   Poonam 
Gupta and Arvind Panagariya found in a 2014 study that parliamentary 
candidates from ruling parties in states that exhibited better economic performance 
between 2004 and 2009 were signifi cantly more likely to win election than candidates 
hailing from states which grew at a slower rate. The authors found that 85 percent 
of the incumbent party’s candidates in “high-growth” states won re-election. 

However Abhijeet Banarjee had stated a counter argument in this context where 
he said , In case of Indian politics economy does not matter much , people are still 
governed by caste, religion and ethnicity.
Indian voters have a long history of electing politicians who are the subject of ongoing 
criminal cases. The 2014 results demonstrate an underlying demand for politicians  
who can get things done—even if they are connected with wrongdoing.  When voters 
cast their vote, they did not necessarily vote for their caste. Social biases remain 
entrenched in India, but the transmission of those biases into the political domain is 
imperfect and may be weakening.

The Doctrine of the Basic Structure of the Constitution has enhanced the (b)   
power of the judicial review of the Supreme Court. Examine. (15 Marks) 
(200 Words)

Literally the notion of judicial review means the revision of the decree or sentence of 
an inferior court by a superior court. Judicial review has a more technical signifi cance 
in public law, particularly in countries having a written constitution, founded on the 
concept of limited government. Judicial review in this case means that Courts of law 
have the power of testing the validity of legislative as well as other governmental 
action with reference to the provisions of the constitution. 
The Basic Structure Doctrine fi rstly evolved with the Kesavananda Bharati Case, that 
changed the course of the court declaration made in Golaknath case that no part of the 
Fundamental Rights present in Part III of the Indian Constitution can be changed.
Thus, the basic structure doctrine brought some key subjects that refl ects the promises 
made through the Preamble of the Indian Constitution and cannot be taken away in 
case which are as follows:

Free and Fair Elections 
Secularism 
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Independence of the Judiciary 
Judicial Review, etc. 

When the ruling of this case was made, an argument was made that the guardians 
of the Constitution are trying to pretend to be Constitutional governors. But as Fali 
S Nariman has stated that through basic structure doctrine, the judiciary ensured 
that it constructs the path as a reaction of the legislature of the 25 years since 
independence. 
The idea of judicial review can be refl ected through Article  13, 32, 136, 142, 226, etc., 
that allows the judiciary to scrutinize all laws for the sake of the general public of this 
country. It got consolidated through the Meneka Gandhi case, L Chandra Kumar 
case, IR Coelho case, etc.
Judicial Review as part of the basic structure doctrine also allows the Supreme Court 
and High Court to scrap all those laws that are lying in contravention with Article  
13, 32, 136, 142, 226, etc., of the Constitution. Hence, judicial review is like a moral 
pillar to ensure the freedom of the public and to keep elements of democracy intact.
Judicial review also allows to keep other parts of the basic structure doctrine immune, 
eg, in the Fourth Judges Case, Supreme Court declared 99th Constitutional 
Amendment Act as unconstitutional on the grounds that it is violating the notion 
of independence of judiciary. In addition to this, judicial review is no less than an 
instrument that allows Courts to review their previous decisions and change as per 
the time to cater to the requirements of the society.
Even scholars like Aankhi Ghosh stated, “after the birth of the doctrine, the structure 
of the Constitution has been regularly tweaked to accommodate judicial ideology and 
morality. Newer features have been constantly added to this premium list that is 
“basic”, giving them the immunity that the basic structure enjoys.”

Discuss the composition and functions  of the Inter-State Council. To what (c)   
extent has this body been successful in achieving its objectives? (20 Marks) 
(250 Words)

The Inter-State Council is a non-permanent constitutional body enshrined in Article 
263 of the Constitution of India. It can set up the President based on the provisions of 
Article 263. First, such a body was established in 1990 on the recommendation of the 
Government Commission under the Ministry of Home Affairs.
The Inter-State Council can be defi ned as a recommendation committee that 
investigates and discusses issues of common interest to one or more states, for better 
coordination of policy and action on the issue.

Composition of the Inter-state Council
The Prime Minister is the Chairman of the Inter-State Council. The Council members  
are the Chief Ministers of all the States and Union Territories with Assembly, the 
Governors of the Union Territories without Assembly, the Governors of the States 
under the rule of the President, and the six Ministers in the Cabinet nominated by 
the Council Chairman. The fi ve ministers nominated by the council chairman are 
regular invitees to the cabinet.
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Zonal Councils   were created under Part III of the State Reorganization Act, 1956 
as part of the State Reorganization Plan and related matters.
According to Section 15 of the State Reorganization Act, there should be one Zonal  
Council for each of the fi ve regions of the country.

Functions of Inter-State council:
To create a strong institutional framework to promote and support cooperative  
federalism in the country and activate the council and zonal councils by organizing 
regular meetings.
Facilitates consideration of all pending and emerging issues of Center-state and  
inter-state relations by the zonal councils and inter-state council.
Develops a sound system to monitor the implementation of recommendations put  
forward by them.

Assessment of Inter-State council  in achieving its objectives:
The fi rst meeting of the inter-state council took place in October 1990.It had regular  
meetings every year till 2006 when the 10’ meeting of ISC took place. After that the 
eleventh meeting took place after a long decade in 2016.
Despite being a  prime institution for resolving the federal issues it is a sad reality  
that it is the least used institution with most of the federal issues like the Inter-state 
river water dispute and other issues reaching the supreme court for resolution.
The 11th meeting of Inter-State Council (After a long span of 11 years)was inaugurated at  
Rashtrapati Bhavan under the Chairmanship of PM Modi. Among the other issues that 
were discussed in the meeting where the role of governors, better implementation 
of central schemes by states, measures to involve the states more closely in 
the planning and delivery of services and steps to make the Inter- State Council 
more decisive and directed towards better fi scal management.

Issues that got highlighted in 11th ISC meeting were :
Adaptation of Punchhi commission recommendations on Center-State Relations 
Use of Aadhaar and DBT for providing Subsidies, benefi ts, and Public Services  
Enhancing the quality of education with a focus on improving learning outcomes,  
incentivizing better performance, etc;
Internal Security with a focus on intelligence sharing and synchronization for  
fi ghting Terrorism and Insurgency 
Police Reforms and Police Modernization. 

Till now, the harsh reality is that the Inter-State Council has had just 12 meetings 
since it was set up 1990. There was a gap of a decade between the 10th meeting in 
2006 and the 11th meeting.
The federal issues like the term of reference of 15th Finance Commission, 
issues over central agencies, NEET etc can be better resolved via the platform 
of Inter-State Council. However, if the Inter-State Council is to emerge as the key 
institution to manage inter-state frictions, it fi rst needs to have a regular meeting 
schedule. The council also has to have a permanent secretariat which will ensure that 
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the periodic meetings are more fruitful. The Prime Minister should be the Chairman 
but the Council should also have a Vice-Chairman, an offi ce which should annually 
rotate among the Chief Ministers according to the alphabetical order of the names of 
their States. The Council should be holding regular meetings, preferably before the 
start of every parliamentary session. It should have as competent enough to prepare 
notes and papers on matters that come up in its meetings.

Examine the unique features of the 73rd Constitutional Amendment Act. Do 7.  (a)  
you think that this Amendment Act would contribute in achieving the goal of 
empowerment of marginalized sections of the society? (15 Marks) (200 Words)

The 73rd Amendment Act added a new part to the Constitution, namely, Part IX 
titled “The Panchayats” that consolidated the notion of grassroot democracy. The 
73rd Amendment Act has deepened democracy, political inclusion and participation 
among the most marginalized sections of the society. The mandatory reservations 
for women, Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes and Other Backward Classes 
that the 73rd Amendment enumerated have brought up more than a million new 
representatives from these sections to the democratic spaces.
Some of the salient features of the 73rd Constitutional Amendment Act are:

Basic units of the democratic system-Gram Sabhas (villages) comprising all the  
adult members registered as voters.
The three-tier system of panchayats at the village, intermediate block/taluk/ 
Mandal and district levels except in States with a population is below 20 lakhs 
(Article 243B).
Seats at all levels to be fi lled by direct elections Article 243C. Seats reserved for  
Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs) and the chairpersons of the 
Panchayats at all levels also shall be reserved for SCs and STs in proportion to 
their population.
One-third of the total number of seats to be reserved for women. One-third of the  
seats reserved for SCs and STs are also reserved for women.
One-third of offi ces of chairpersons at all levels are reserved for women (Article  
243D).
Uniform fi ve-year term and elections to constitute new bodies to be completed  
before the expiry of the term. In the event of dissolution, elections are compulsory 
within six months (Article 243E).
Independent Election Commission in each State for superintendence, direction and  
control of the electoral rolls (Article 243K).
Panchayats prepare plans for economic development and social justice in respect  
of subjects as devolved by law to the various levels of Panchayats including the 
subjects as illustrated in the Eleventh Schedule (Article 243G).

Achievements of 73rd Constitutional Amendment:
It is arguably India’s most transformative affi rmative action for women in the political  
sphere.  Compared to a measly 8% representation in Parliament and State Assemblies, 
now a staggering 49% of elected representatives are women. There are 14 lakh elected 
women representatives now. Out of this,  86,000 chair their local bodies.
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The 73rd Amendment not only has been vested with many functions ranging from  
civic welfare to preparation of plans and their expenditures but also PRIs have 
lately been bestowed with considerable resources (on paper) to look after their day-
to-today affairs.

It also ensures and enhances women’s participation in public life. It strives to  
achieve National policy for women at the foundational level. The commencement 
of the reservation system in the Panchayati raj institutions empowers women and 
elevates women’s economic, social, and political status in society.

It enables liberalization from the traditionally male-dominated society and brings  
in a fresher perspective on good governance. The reservation system encourages 
women’s participation in the political framework. It has brought in some positive 
results and better outcomes in education, health, and an increase in family 
income.

This transformation in the system had remarkable results bringing lakhs of  
women into Panchayats for leadership. The adoption of this Amendment has led 
the Panchayati Raj system to recognise women’s rights, a signifi cant step to bring 
the unseen potential of women into governance.

It enables women’s engagement in planning, decision-making, and execution of the  
necessity in the village Panchayats. Women representatives have exhibited their 
prowess and can adapt and learn to manage funds, effi cient community-based 
development, etc. Despite such positive outcomes, women are greatly excluded 
from the PRI and local governance structures.

Some issues still exist, such as proxy politics, power-brokering, and gender-based  
discrimination. The women sarpanch have had to counter extreme violence by 
challenging subsisting power centers in their communities. It is also observed that 
the male family members utilize the position of the women in their families to 
stand for the polls and upon the men can control the PRI through the women.

However, in the eyes of Pratyusna Patnaik, elected representatives from marginalized 
sections were unable to articulate group-specifi c interests or implement decision 
making by their own virtues, thus resulting in raising questions related to the very 
idea of affi rmative action for the marginalized communities at the panchayat level. 
In majority of instances, village elites controlled representatives from marginalized 
communities and they were answerable to dominant groups.
Around 60 percent of SC and ST panchayat representatives on the contrary refl ected 
that, even after a formal training programme, they are unable to benefi t from it fully 
due to lack of education and language skills. It was observed that OBCs and high 
caste representatives have better support from political parties. Better exposure and 
inculcated leadership quality enabled them to participate without many hindrances. 
On the other hand, dalit and women representatives face problems when participating 
in the offi cial work of PRIs because of lack of political party support, leadership 
qualities, institutional facilities, and rules and procedures. It seems the way the PRI 
works does not permit or facilitate the SC representatives to participate effectively.
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The Speaker represents the freedom and dignity of the house. Examine.(b)   
(15 Marks) (200 Words)

India is a parliamentary democracy where the Parliamentary proceedings are headed 
by the Speaker in the Lok Sabha. 
India’s fi rst Prime Minister Pt. Jawahar Lal Nehru had said that “in a parliamentary 
democracy, the Speaker represents the dignity and the freedom of the House and 
because the House represents the country, the speaker in a way becomes the symbol of 
the country’s freedom and liberty.” Article 93 and 178 of the Indian Constitution 
provides for the appointment of Speaker to the House A parliamentary 
democracy is a system of government in which citizens elect representatives to a 
legislative parliament to make the necessary laws and decisions for the country. In 
a parliamentary democracy, the Speaker represents the dignity and the 
freedom of the House .

Role of Speaker of the Lok Sabha in a Parliamentary democracy:
Ensure smooth proceedings of the house:  The Speaker presides over the 
meetings of the Lok Sabha and conducts its proceedings. He also presides over the 
joint sittings of the two Houses of the Parliament. Therefore it enables parliament 
to successfully carry over the debates and passage of important laws.
Maintain discipline in the Lok Sabha:   The Speaker maintains discipline in the 
House. If any member disrupts or tries to disrupt the proceedings of the House, 
the Speaker can warn him or can ask him to leave the House. He can suspend 
a member from the House whom he fi nds guilty of violating the discipline and 
decorum. This ensures the smooth functioning of Lok Sabha.
Fix the Agenda of the House:   The Speaker, in consultation with other members 
of the business committee of the House and the Prime Minister, fi xes the agenda of 
the meetings of the House. This ensures timely debates and discussion on important 
issues of the country.
Permission to ask questions:   Each member of the House can put questions to 
the ministers; the permission of the Speaker is the required purpose. This helps the 
speaker to prevent unnecessary and politically motivated questions while ensuring 
discussion on the important questions.
Conduct the business of the House:   The Speaker conducts the business of the House. 
He allows the members to introduce the bills or to move motions. He recognises the 
members on the fl oor of the House and gives them time for speaking in the House. He 
fi xes the time limit for the debates in the House, puts matters to vote, and announces 
the results. He can warn the members against the use of unparliamentary language 
and can order the same to be expunged from the records.
Interpretation of Rules of Procedure:  The business of the House is conducted 
according to defi nite and settled rules of procedure. In case of any dispute regarding 
the rules of the House, the Speaker interprets and applies these rules. The 
interpretation of rules made by the Speaker is fi nal and cannot be challenged.
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Power to adjourn the House:   The Speaker can adjourn the meetings of the 
House if the quorum of the House is not complete or if conducting the business of 
the House is not possible due to a disorderly behavior of its members. This ensures 
the presence of members in the parliament; performing his/her duties as mandated 
by citizens by electing him/her.

In order to make speakers position neutral several immunities are given to the offi ce. 
His salary is drawn from the Consolidated fund of India. He has a casting vote . 
Appointment by majority So constitution ensures  that speaker should retain its 
position as an upholder of dignity and freedom of the house .
However, In Britain the Speaker is strictly a non-party man but in India he is elected 
on the political party’s ticket which makes a liability on him to favor his party.
The role of speaker has been criticized on various instances on its stand over the anti-
defection law and his discretion over the declaration of a bill as a money 
bill. For Example: The Speaker was criticized on the introduction of the Aadhar 
Bill as Money Bill. M.P Singh has criticized the role of speaker which has been 
enhanced due to the coalition Government and now the speaker acts as a conciliator 
and facilitator of opposition and government dialogue.
The Speaker’s role is crucial for the smooth and effective working of the House. The 
Speaker is considered as the true guardian of Indian Parliamentary Democracy which  
founding fathers of our constitution has also been recognised .

Discuss the policy initiatives of the Fourteenth Finance Commission aimed (c)   
towards promoting and strengthening agricultural development in India. 
(20 Marks) (250 Words)

Fourteenth Finance Commission (a Constitutional body formulated under Article 
280 of the Indian Constitution and is constituted every fi ve years by the President of 
India) indirectly tried to be coherent towards accumulating agricultural activities via 
gram panchayats, power subsidy, and other similar key metrics:

Calculations for distribution of divisible proceeds are based on the formula  
incorporating parameters of population (1971), changes in population since then, 
income distance, forest cover and area. With income distance, it ensured  that there 
can be equitable division of funds among states, by focussing on those states that 
are highly dependent on agriculture than those that are mechanized and heavily 
built on services.
With the 2011 Census as population, the tax devolution affected states like Kerala  
and Tamil Nadu due to their family planning programmes and helped agronomic 
states like UP and Bihar, thus bolstering agricultural development. 
A basic grant and a performance grant — the ratio of basic to performance grant  
be 90:10, with respect to panchayats, thus,  allowing a space to keep up the pace 
of agro-economy.
On the grounds of   forest cover and area, there is a space made up for agro-
forestry activities that could have helped local self government (Urban forestry 
as part of the 18 subjects present under the 12th Schedule). In addition to this, it 
promotes tribal culture who focus upon indigenous production of agro-goods.
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The States will have to show results on the ground while implementing their own  
exclusively designed development programmes in health, education, agriculture, 
sanitation, housing and drinking water. In future they cannot really complain that 
the Center is not giving enough funds for these programmes. 
The 14th FC allocated 4.31% of its divisible pool (Rs.2,87,436 crore) to the Local  
Government while allocating 30% (Rs.87,000 crores) to its municipalities.
As per the report presented by 14th Finance Commission, between the time span of  
2005-06 and 2011-12, revenue expenditure by the Union Government on State List 
subjects (which includes agriculture) increased from an average of 14% to 20%. 
Due to this reason, the Commission recommended that the Union government  
should move its focus from spending on overlapping functional domain to subjects 
that squarely fall in the functional domain of the Union, as in the Union List, 
and limit its intervention on the ‘State List’ and ‘Concurrent List’ on subjects of 
national priority having a consideration of externality. 

Ethnicity is the underlying cause which poses a great challenge  in the 8.  (a)  
resolution of the problems in the North-East region of India. Comment.
(15 Marks) (200 Words)

Max Weber defi nes ethnic group as “those human groups that share a subjective 
belief about their common descent because of similarities of physical type or 
of customs or both, or because of memories of colonization and migration; this 
belief must be important for the propagation of group formation; conversely, 
it does not matter whether or not an objective blood relationship exists”

Major ethnic confl icts in northeast - 
Assam -   The call for a separate state by  Bodos led to violence by NDFB(S). 
In Assam confl ict  exists between indigenous Assamese and Bengali  speaking 
Muslim immigrants which has led to  NRC. Minor Karbi-Kuki clashes also 
exist. 
Nagaland -   Insurgency started in the 1950s over  sovereign Nagaland. India 
recognised a Naga state  within the federal framework, but issues of Greater  
Nagalim comprising areas of Assam, Manipur,  Arunachal Pradesh and some 
portions of Myanmar  remain. 
Manipur -   Kukis, Meiteis, and Nagas are at  loggerheads over the political future 
of Manipur.  
Mizoram-   Ethnic tensions exist between the Mizos and Chakma communities. 
Also, confl ict between  Mizos and Brus has led to Bru refugees in Tripura. 
Tripura -   Confl ict between indigenous tribes and Bengali migrants  
Arunachal Pradesh -   Between Chakma community and local tribes  

Ethnicity as a challenge:
Challenges  posed due to ethnicity in the north eastern region include the 
ostracization of the Bru community, Naga vs Meity, Kuki confl ict , the age-
old Naga insurgency, . 
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Ethnic confl icts in north eastern India are analyzed  through two approaches  
Modernisation/ developmental/ nation building approach: Ethnic confl icts 
have risen because the new rising middle class has come in confl ict with the traditional 
leadership. The scholars representing this school of thought are S.K.Chaube, B. P 
Singh and Myron Weimer.
Federation building approach: this school of thought says that problems arose 
because national leadership ignored the periphery and the smaller leadership. The 
scholars representing this school of thought are Sanjib Baruah and Sajal Nag.

Other factors aggravating the challenge  are :
Availability of arms due to the presence of porous borders 
Economic grievances-  oil is a major issue of confl ict in Nagaland, since the region  
sits on the multibillion dollar oil reserve 

However, the situation in recent years is alarming. Kidnappings, murders, extortions 
and ethnic violence have become everyday incidents in the state. It is argued that such 
incidents of insurgency, human rights abuses by government security forces and insurgents, 
ethnic violence, and a steady decline of the economy are largely the outcome of the strong 
centralizing tendency of the Indian federation. It is also argued that the Bodo demand 
for the separate state of Bodoland is not quite reasonable. There are many hurdles that 
stand in the way of realization of this demand. Small population, absence of geographical 
contiguity and the opposition of Assamese sub-nationalism to further divide the state 
will be the strongest obstacles towards the creation of Bodoland as an independent state. 
However, a more decentralized federal structure may help to manage and solve such sub-
national confl icts in a more effi cient way.

The making of the Indian Constitution is described as an attempt towards (b)   
social revolution. Comment. (15 Marks) (200 Words)

According to K. Santhanam, a prominent southern member of the Assembly ,  there 
were three revolutions at that time , the Political , Social and Economic revolution The 
political revolution would end with independence, which happened on 15th of August 
1947 . The social revolution meant to get India out of medievalism based on birth , 
religion , custom , and community and reconstruct her social structure on modern 
foundations of law , individual merit , and secular education . The third revolution 
was an economic one , which was the transition from primitive rural economy to 
scientifi c and planned agriculture and industry.
 Dr. B. R. Ambedkar mentioned about 3 major threats or hindrances. They were —

social and economic inequalities, 
the use of the unconstitutional method 
hero-worship 

He mentions the aforementioned threats in his speech — “Grammar Of Anarchy”. 
Nevertheless, he argues that A Constitution, if given in right hands, can create a 
revolutionary wave in society.
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Albeit the Indian Constitution surviving the test of time has shown its adaptability, 
fl exibility, and dynamism. Hence, the Constitution, a doctrine for good governance, 
can create social revolutions in the society that would benefi t not only a particular 
section of the society but society as a whole, despite its unintended consequences. 
Quoting BR Ambedkar, “Political Democracy cannot last unless there lies at the base 
of its social democracy.” Hence, the Constitution, along with delineating the powers 
to the three pillars can create Social Revolutions in a society.
The core commitment of the social revolution lies in PARTS III and IV, that is the 
Fundamental Rights and Directive Principles of State Policy respectively. They give 
strength to the pursuit of the social Revolution in India. A clear picture of social 
revolution can be seen in the directive principles. They aim at making the Indian 
people free in the positive sense that is to free from the abject misery and physical 
conditions that had prevented them from fulfi lling their best of needs.With the coming 
of the constitution, several socialistic measures have been taken to reduce poverty, 
ignorance, inequality and to increase the standard of living, educational and health 
facilities. 
Due to a social change or rather a revolution; there has been a complete abolition of 
the Zamindari system and the tenant system. According to the constitution, “land 
to the tiller” concept was established. India has adhered to the word Republic, by 
reserving the highest offi ce of the state to the President. Universal Franchise or adult 
suffrage was granted which has revolutionized the concept of voting, where people 
who are above 18 can vote, irrespective of caste, creed, gender, etc. This acts as proof 
to the democratic structure. The concepts of liberty, equality, fraternity, justice have 
an implication on a broader level. 
The constitution has guaranteed fundamental rights to its citizens by backing it 
with an integrated as well as independent judiciary system — courts. The practice of 
Untouchability is considered a crime under the purview of the constitution. Human 
Traffi cking and forced labor have been declared unlawful and a punishable offense. The 
intended consequences of the Constitution included Free and compulsory education 
through the Right to Education Act, Right to work through the MGNREGA, Rights to 
Information Act, Lokpal, etc.
In The Constitution, Article 368(1) approves amendments in certain circumstances. 
Due to this provision, several Amendments have brought major social Revolutions 
in society. The concept of reservation for the SC, ST and OBC’S was implemented 
by the constitution to enhance egalitarian society, however, general categories are 
expressing dissent by questioning the concept of equality.There are also contradictory 
statements in the Constitution which are unintended. For instance, Article 19, talks 
about freedom of speech and expression but the clause (2) in Article 19 puts a limit on 
the freedom of speech.Predicting the uncertainty, unintended consequences and void 
that would be created due to the implementation of Constitution,
It underlines that the road to social revolution has been marked by a process where 
attempts to give effect to the idea of justice—social, economic, and political—as 
laid down in the Preamble have achieved a measure of success. If the Constitution, 
including the Preamble, is to be viewed as a contract that the people of India had 
entered into with the political leadership of the times and the judiciary being the 
arbitrator to ensure justice, it may be held that the scheme has worked.
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How far is it correct that the regional parties have strengthened Indian (c)   
democracy and the federal system? Substantiate your answer with suitable 
examples. (20 Marks) (250 Words)

Myron Weiner described Regionalization as a political decentralization or the 
growth of regional parties and governments with the changing balance of power 
between India’s state and central governments. the rise of regional parties and the 
consolidation of broad based coalition governments at the center have resulted in 
profound changes in Indian federalism.
Evolution of pattern  Indian democracy and the federal system with the evolution 
of Party system-

Phase I (1947-67)1. 

The Indian National Congress (INC), successor to the anti-colonial Freedom 
Movement, was the ruling party during most of this period both at the center and 
in all of India’s States, except Kerala. Though parties of the left and right routinely 
took part in elections which were by and large both free and fair, the fragmented 
character of the opposition and the combination of the fi rst past-the-post system 
of voting in single member constituencies systematically resulted in a Congress 
majority in the legislature. This hegemonic position of the Congress has caused 
this period to be described as the period of  one-party dominance. (Subrata K. 
Mitra). The main ideological doctrines of the Congress party such as secularism, 
democratic socialism and nonalignment constituted the main parameters of 
the policy process during this period. This phase of one party dominance or 
‘congress system’ (coined by Rajni Kothari) witnessed the smooth working 
of cooperative federalism by the virtue of the same party at both the level of Union 
& states. This phase was described by scholar LS Pandit by asserting that what 
congress couldn’t achieve through constitutional framework, it achieved through 
federalism as the center was like a monarch of a large family.

Phase II (1967-1989)2. 

This phase’s phenomenon was described by Yogendra Yadav as ‘democratic 
upsurge’ or deepening of democracy in India. This phase was characterized 
by breakdown of the dominant ‘congress system’ and rise of the regional parties. 
With the emergence of different political parties at the center and the state levels, 
federalism got transformed into bargaining federalism. Through the 
institution of Governor, the Planning Commission Union adopted bargaining 
techniques through the institution of Governor, Planning Commission etc. In some 
instances, the center state relations adopted ‘confrontational’ tendencies, 
which was evident in the frequent use of Art 356

Phase III (1990s onwards)3. 

This phase was characterized by the Indian politics was characterized by the 
fragmentation of National Parties and regionalisation of Party system. Thus, 
since the 1990s, Indian politics has witnessed an increased number of coalition 
governments at the center owing to the frequent fractured popular mandate.
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Impact of regional parties on national policies and politics-
The role of regional political parties in the Indian political system has been enormous.  
One hand, regional parties have helped in the development of participatory 
political culture and provided a check against the over shadowing tendencies 
of the Central government; on the other, they are also a source of strength for the 
development of the federal process in India. 
Growing presence and salience of regional parties is, undoubtedly, the most  
outstanding aspect of political development in India over the past few years. These 
have catalyzed a realignment of political process and their impact on the structure 
and process of politics has been  multi directional and far reaching. The regional 
parties have made a strong impact on the nature of Center-State relations in 
India. 
They are a natural consequence of a democratic system based on adult franchise in  
multi-ethnic, multi-racial, multi-religious and multi-linguistic societies like India. 
Thus, regional party growth is in synergy with the entire spirit of democracy. 
Observers view regional parties as catalysts for redefi ning governance. To make 
their case, they point to the rise of a new class of state leaders, like Nitish Kumar 
of Janata Dal (United) in the state of Bihar or Biju Janata Dal’s Naveen 
Patnaik of Odisha, who have demonstrated that good economics can also make 
for good politics. Regional parties’ infl uence over foreign policy is growing. 
Two prominent instances of regional parties   inserting themselves into 
important foreign policy decisions of the central government. The chief of Trinamool 
Congress Party, Mamta Banerjee personally scuttled a water-sharing agreement 
that New Delhi had painstakingly negotiated with Bangladesh over the Teesta 
River. The treaty had been a critical component of the central government’s plans 
to improve relations with its neighbor to the east, that is, until Banerjee effectively 
vetoed the move. 
Similarly, the   Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam Party of Tamil Nadu quit the 
ruling coalition over the center’s support for what the party considered to be a 
weakly worded UN resolution on the Sri Lankan government’s treatment of its 
Tamil minority. Also, since the opening up of the Indian economy in 1991, states 
have consistently exercised their newfound economic policy latitude to craft their 
own strategies to woo foreign investors irrespective of New Delhi’s outlook. 
Regional parties have provided a place for better representation of local issues  
like Mizo National Front, putting forward the demands of tribes. Regional 
parties also have strengthened the federal axis of Indian democracy by providing 
voice and bargaining powers to the state. They have made the political process 
more competitive and brought leadership roles out of the clutches of major parties 
only. It has challenged the One Party Dominant system, especially the Congress 
Era and thus helps in breaking the monopoly of one party. Apart from helping in 
widening the choices for the voters. Now a voter can vote for the party representing 
the interest of his state. 
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Political awareness of the people has been raised due to the efforts of Regional parties, 
they look at narrow and local social issues and bring them in front of the public. 
Therefore generating more political consciousness among masses. They provide a 
ground for the representation of minorities, therefore making democracy successful. 
As democracy aims at equal representation of both the majority as well as the minority. 
Regional parties also help in preventing tyranny of the party in power.
As a party which is in power at both center and state may have a dictatorial and 
biased attitude. They have played an important role in the times of coalition politics, 
by providing support to other parties in lieu of benefi ts for their regions.  Such an 
arrangement & recognition of the imperative of a stable central government, the 
tendency of ‘cooperation’ emerged in the center-state relations. This has strengthened 
Indian federalism by making it to function in the spirit of cooperative-collaborative 
federation resulting into vibrant Indian democracy.

**********


