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Discuss the main limitations of the comparative method to the study of 1.  (a)  
Political Science. (10 Marks) (150 Words)

Among the several fi elds or sub-disciplines into which Political Science is divided, 
Comparative Politics is the only one which carries a methodological instead of a 
substantive label. The content and boundaries of comparative politics are poorly 
defi ned, partly because the ‘fi eld’ is an ambiguous compound of method and subject 
areas. As some scholars have argued, comparative politics has a “messy center”. This 
is because it focuses on comparison and the comparative method, as a method of 
political inquiry. 

Major diffi culties faced in the study of comparative politics analyzed by 
Jean Blondel. Some of the diffi culties are:

Inter-Connection between Norms, Institutions and Behavior  : In the fi rst 
instance, there are diffi culties arising from the inter-connection between norms, 
institutions and behavior which stem from the fact that some governments exist 
naturally and others are imposed. Traditionally, this question was examined 
through the study of the gap between constitutions and ‘real’ political life; this gap 
is important, as no constitution will ever be fully implemented.
Range of Variables:   The list of variables is impressive and the task is impossible 
to calculate as many of these variables lack quantitative formalization. Economic 
conditions, social conditions, the climate, physical geography and some others, 
all seem to be a part of the ‘explanation’ of political system and all have been 
used at one period or another by political scientists anxious to explain’ the norms, 
institutions and behaviors of nations. Since the range of variables of politics is very 
large it is not possible to empirically and comprehensively analyze all these.
Paucity of Information:   Cross-national analysis is made particularly diffi cult 
because in several countries, particularly where the system is ‘imposed’, information 
is often lacking. Totalitarian countries refuse access to much information. 
Admittedly, even the most ‘open’ country does operate limited and indirect 
censorship on numerous processes. In many circumstances, lack of information 
poses a serious hindrance in the way of comparative politics. Many governments 
are not willing to let the political scientists have a look into their records and 
fi les.
Problems in the Way of Using Scientifi c Method are also Problems of  
Comparative Politics: Hindrances in the way of application of Scientifi c Methods 
to Social Science Research are also hindrances in the way of Comparative Politics, 
such as:-

Problem of Empirical Study:   Comparative Politics stands for scientifi c 
and empirical study of all phenomena of polities. It gives rise to the problems 
associated with the observation and collection of facts. In particular, this 
problem becomes bigger when one is to collect facts about the operation of 
authoritarian and totalitarian political systems.
Dynamic Nature of Politics:   Politics is an aspect of human behavior and 
like all other aspects of human behavior, it is also highly dynamic. Further, 
a big gap is always present in the theory and practice of all political systems. 
This always acts as a big hindrance in the way of every realistic study of 
politics.
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Problem of Objectivity:   Scientifi c and empirical study of Politics demands 
objectivity in the observation, collection and analysis of the facts of the 
processes under study. It demands an ability to keep one’s values and biases 
away from the universe of the study. For this, the researcher has to maintain 
a high level of alertness and commitment to maintain objectivity.
This requirement also acts as a source of big hindrance in the way of  

Comparative Politics studies.
Thus there have been several problems and hindrances in the way of Comparative 
Politics studies. However, these are being gradually overcome through conscious 
efforts on the part of modern political scientists.
M. Curtis has observed, “The study of Comparative Politics is at the heart of 
contemporary political science. It has undergone several meaningful developments in 
recent years. Its nature has been becoming more and more systematic and its scope has 
been becoming comprehensive. However, it is still developing.”

What are the main challenges faced by developing countries in the era of (b)   
globalization? (10 Marks) (150 Words)

Globalization according to Luke Martell is “the integration of poor countries into 
a world economy of open competition”. Its process allows hundreds of people to 
live in the comfort of not having to worry about food, money, health care or education. 
They are lucky enough to take such basics for granted and to be oblivious to the gap 
of inequality and poverty (Bardhan 2006). The IMF’s neoliberal policy of the World 
Bank, the rise of the Green Revolution, and Structural Adjustment policies created a 
gap with a chasm of injustice in between. While anti-globalists see globalization as 
a producer of inequality, others view it as equalizing, democratizing and expanding 
the horizons of the poor.

Main challenges faced by developing countries in the era of globalization:

Globalization has increased Poverty and Inequality :  
When we see the poverty in Sub-Saharan Africa has risen from 290  

million to 415 million and “at the end of the nineteenth century, the 
ratio of average income in the richest countries to middle income in 
the poorest was 9 to 1” (Martell 2017, 138). What’s more, the middle-
income family today in the United States is 60 times richer than the 
average family in Ethiopia or Bangladesh” (Birdsall 2003).
Anti-globalists believe the result of   globalization is negative, and the 
inequalities in the world instead of decreasing, are increasing.
A “  movement of movements” emerged in the late 1990s in opposition 
to neoliberalism, in the form of organizations like WTO. Movements like 
“Battle of Seattle”, aimed to repeal laws and lack of democratic 
accountability, protect public health, stop the negative impact of globalization 
and try to bring the power back to the people again.
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When showing the negative effect of globalization, it is important to mention  

that today’s “rich countries” were already rich many years ago (thanks 
to the industrial revolution). In turn, poor countries, (which were poor from 
the beginning) did not gain much from it. For anti-globalists, the IMF’s 
neoliberal policies had led to greater indebtedness and even greater 
inequality. They believe that the neoliberal global economy would only be 
effective and benefi cial if everyone was equal (Martell 2017).

Impacted internal functioning of the State:
Agents of globalization have  been   MNCs, NGOs, civil society networks  which 
impact the Westphalian state.  
Joseph Nye   suggests MNCs have exerted  direct, indirect and unintended 
direct  pressures on sovereign governments. This had led to loss of Stateís 
control over  currency & foreign trade. Neoliberalism with  its export led models 
has changed the economic  agenda of States. P.J. Simmons points that  NGOs 
affect the domestic and foreign policies  of governments, by setting the agenda,  
negotiating outcomes and conferring  legitimacy. Developing states have often 
taken  these advocacy groups as the agents of  Western governments.  
There is also a rise of   non state actors (e.g  terrorist groups) who create security  
dilemma in sovereign actors and impact  larger domestic policies. E.g terrorist 
attacks lead to withdrawal of FDI.  Civil society networks too have increased due 
to the internet and rapid transportation.  Globalization is said to have forced states 
to enter into post-sovereign governance. Thus,  individual sovereign regulation 
is being diffi cult (soft underbelly of globalization - Dani 

Spread of Infectious Diseases
Another health concern is the increased risk for the spread of infectious diseases.  
When countries remained relatively closed off to trade and interaction with others, 
they remained isolated from health risks as well. As countries opened up, both 
products and individuals began to travel, taking diseases with them. Some diseases, 
that had been virtually eradicated in some parts of the world, have begun to crop 
up again.

Other Challenges :
Digital divide 
Natural manure is replaced by synthetic fertilizers 
Greater threat of spread of communicable diseases 
Global recession impact on Indian economy 
Jobless growth 
Westernization: valentine day, clothes (low-waist jeans) (can be – or +) no culture  
is bad
Threat to traditional knowledge system: Rudraksha and Basmati rice has  
highlighted the need for protecting the base of its indigenous knowledge system
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Urbanization migration (rural to urban) 
Rise of materialism leads to - Consumerism 

To Naomi Klein, the present processes of globalization have led to widening  inequities 
between North and South as well as within countries, and the developing countries  
and the poor people within countries are becoming ever more marginalized. 
Joseph Stiglitz argues that IMF policies contributed to bringing about the 1997 
Asian fi nancial  crisis, as well as the Argentine economic crisis.  The hidden costs 
and fragility of global supply chains have been brutally exposed by the  coronavirus 
pandemic, which has hugely impacted the global south.  The IMF seeks to mitigate 
the negative effects of globalization on the world economy in two  ways: by ensuring 
the stability of the international fi nancial system, and by helping individual  countries 
take advantage of the investment opportunities offered by international capital  
markets, while reducing their vulnerability to adverse shocks or changes.

Discuss the commonalities between the Marxist and Realist approach to the (c)   
study of International Politics. (10 Marks) (150 Words)

Maia Pal has written about Marxism, “A Marxist would stress that IR is not just 
about states’ foreign policy or the behavior of politicians, but more about survival (or 
more broadly, life), reproduction, technologies and labor. If this is correct then the 
separation between the political and economic, or public and private, is problematic 
because those categories hide the ways in which states and foreign policies are 
determined by the social relations and structures of the global economy – such as 
multinational corporations or international fi nancial institutions.”
For realism, Sandrina Audunes and Isabel Camisao stated, “Realism is a theory 
that claims to explain the reality of international politics. It emphasizes the constraints 
on politics that result from humankind’s egoistic nature and the absence of a central 
authority above the state. For realists, the highest goal is the survival of the state, 
which explains why states’ actions are judged according to the ethics of responsibility 
rather than by moral principles.”

Some of the similarities lying between both the factions are:
The mode of power maximization lies in both the forms of international theory. For  
example, realists seek hard power and marxist seek economic power.
The objectivity of both theories is to display that there are steps to create some  
more powerful states and some less powerful states.
Both hold the idea of anarchy existing in the international system. 
Marxism creates the notion of colonialism reshaped into neocolonialism and  
neo-imperialism, while Realism consolidates the notion of colonialism through 
establishing hard confl icts.
Realism and Marxism both drift towards the trajectory against the ideology of  
idealism and liberalism theory of international relations.

Andrew Davenport stated, “If it is to escape the Realist fate, Marxism in IR must 
engage with the central categories of political thought to produce a critical theory of 
the political.” 
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Bipolar structure of the world is  more stable than the multipolar one. (d)   
Comment. (10 Marks) (150 Words)

Bipolarity is defi ned as a system of world order where the majority of international 
economic, military and cultural infl uences are held between two major states. The 
classic case of a bipolar world can be understood through that of the Cold War between 
the United States of America and the Soviet Union, which largely dominated the 
second half of the twentieth century.
Even scholars like Simon Serfaty stated, “Bipolarity is a condition that can prepare 
the unipolar moment, as was seen after the Cold War, but unipolarity cannot replace 
bipolarity”
Kenneth Waltz endorses the notion that the bipolar system is a sound recipe for 
world politics. Waltz believes there is always possibility of change within the system 
as during the Cold War Richard Rosecrance referred to the emergence of the 
“tripolar” world and Walter Lippmann talked in his columns about the emerging 
role of France and Communist China during the 1960s which in a way go contrary to 
the bipolar system. However, it didn’t work out and bipolarity continued for another 
two to three decades. Bipolar system keeps an effective balance in the system, though 
commenting on the contemporary unipolar system, Waltz fi nds it undesirable. Waltz 
understands that unipolarity is a temporary transition in world order, where the US 
is largely unrestrained and ‘it is faced with unbalanced power’.
Multipolarity is a type of distribution of power in which more than two nation-states 
have nearly equal amounts of power in the international sphere.
The ‘Concert of Europe,’ which was a period from after the Napoleonic Wars to the 
Crimean War, was an example of peaceful multipolarity international order- here, the 
great powers of Europe often used to assemble regularly to discuss international and 
domestic issues. Examples of wartime multipolarity world order include the times of 
World War I, World War II and the breakout of Thirty Years War.
However, Morton Kaplan, believes the Cold War period had a number of hard 
realities, it nourished more instability, and the bipolar system became a more ‘loose 
bipolar system’ due to supranational arrangements of UN, NATO and other similar 
kinds of settings. Though, Kaplan agrees that the multipolar settings since Congress 
of Vienna 1815 had many shortcomings, and bipolarity mitigated the intensity of 
confl ict, but emergence of new actors further diluted the strain. Some scholarships 
believe this loose bipolar situation is primarily a way or transition towards multipolar 
settings.
The rising belief that the international system might actually become multipolar 
in character with the eventual Rise of the Rest (including India) does no longer 
appears to be a certainty and may well prove to be a distant mirage in the IR arena 
right now. Whatever may, it is in the fi eld of the return of bipolarity or multipolarity 
character, that the practice of Balance of Power has returned to the international 
system.
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National interest is an essentially contested concept. Comment. (e)   (10 Marks) 
(150 Words)

James Rosenau showed that the concept of national interest is used either as an 
analytic tool that describes, explains, or evaluates a foreign policy or as an 
instrument of political action that justifi es, denounces, or proposes policies. He 
distinguished two types of analysts. Objectivists assume that national interest 
is an objective and discoverable reality, whereas the subjectivists treat it as a 
series of diverse, changeable, and subjective preferences.  

Prism of Different Ideologies:
Realists   favor this term, but surprisingly few efforts have been made to prove the 
existence of national interest or to show how to use the concept in foreign policy.  
Marxists   highlight class interests while casting doubt on the existence and role 
of national interest. 
Liberals   contend that most societies are so diverse that national interests are 
hard to identify. 
Constructivists   treat national interests not as an independent entity but as 
a social construct.

Assessing national interest is a daunting task, because it involves numerous 
factors and actors before, during, and after the process of decision-making.  In the 
fi rst place, a societal consensus on national interest is hard to reach. Procedurally, 
it is impractical for all members to express their views. Reaching a consensus is 
even more of a luxury in foreign policy, which sometimes requires secret and quick 
action. For example, When a threat is serious, almost all people will endorse a policy, 
as testifi ed by the declaration of war on Japan in 1941. Sometimes, a policy is divisive, 
as in the later phase of the Vietnam War.
Trade-offs have to be made among different elements of national interest. Not all 
interests and needs are equally important, and it is important to distinguish three 
types. 

Primary interests   refer to vital societal interests for which the nation is willing 
to fi ght and die. 
Secondary interests   concern a nation’s overall development, but are not so 
important as to require the use of force. 
Tertiary interests   are tangential to societal welfare, but only affect a small 
number of people in major ways or a large number in minor ways.

In this context,   H.W. Brands points out that since 1898 Americans agreed 
that the national interest encompassed prosperity, democracy, and security, 
but the imperialists of 1898, Wilsonians, and Cold Warriors stressed each of 
the three elements, respectively.
Edward Pessen   contends that if President Washington’s foreign policy 
principles were valid, American policy during the Cold War would be 
questionable if not wrong.
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John Kautsky  , for example, views national interest as not only undefi ned 
and indefi nable but also distracting and harmful. To justify its existence, 
people contend that decision makers are either too dumb to know what is 
good for society, or too selfi  sh to pursue it. 

Donald Nuechterlein stated that creating new jargons will do more harm than 
good, and offers a conceptual framework to further investigations.

How has electoral democracy augmented the participation of people in the 2.  (a)  
democratic process ? (15 Marks) (200 Words)

According to de Tocqueville, ”The more people who participate in a democracy, the 
more democratic it becomes.” People’s participation may be defi ned as, “behavior 
through which people directly express their political opinions”

Electoral democracy augmented the participation of people in the 
democratic process:

Empowers the citizens:   All citizens  are able to intervene in the political decisions 
by means of representatives elected by universal, free, equal, direct and secret 
suffrage. In short, the establishment of the principle ‘one person, one vote’.
Peaceful Transfer of power:   Elections facilitate peaceful transfer of power from one 
political party or one group of political parties to another and legitimize the working of 
the government by justifying the authority of representatives to lead people.
As per a report by the   Pew Research Center, the middle east, the home of the Arab 
Spring, has the highest level of political participation amongst all the developing regions. 
Egypt stands out even in the middle east, with its citizens pouring into streets twice to 
oust President Hosni Mubarak in 2011 and Mohamed Morsi in 2013.
Political participation of the underprivileged is closely linked to the success of  
inclusive policies of the government and shows an individual’s faith in the state. 
The belief that one can infl uence political matters,  also called political effi cacy 
by scholars.
The rise in the political participation of the underprivileged shows that democracy  
has an opportunity for participation in these regions. But it also depends on the 
frequency of elections, the development of civil society organizations, and the 
presence of a political environment that permits free expression.
Those who are in favor of restricted participation adopt a conservative position and  
doubt the ability of the average citizen. However, some also express reservations 
against it since participation provides the authorities with the opportunity to 
legitimize their decisions.

Democracy was very popularly defi ned by Abraham Lincoln as of, by and for the people. 
This can be achieved in a true sense when all the sections of the society participates 
in the decision making. After all, democracy is not an end, but a means for a society 
to achieve its highest potential.Thomas Jefferson to Alexis de Tocqueville to 
Sidney Verba: Expanding the public’s voice is essential to have a democratic polity 
and broadly improves the quality of governance. The dilemma for democracy is to 
embrace a more active public, while ensuring the equality of political voice at the 
same time. 
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Discuss the role of social movements in strengthening the democratic (b)   
processes in developing societies. (15 Marks) (200 Words)

The International Encyclopedia of Social Sciences (1972) defi nes a social 
movement as a variety of collective attempts to bring about change. The attempts 
may be to bring about change in certain social institutions and to create an entirely 
new social order. Or the attempts may represent a socially shared demand for change 
in some aspects of the social order.
Turner and Kilhan defi ne a social movement as “a loosely organized effort 
by a large group of people to achieve a particular goal within the limit of 
constitution.”

Role of social movements in strengthening the democratic processes in 
developing societies:

Contemporary times refl ect the rise of Social  Movements and its increased  
institutionalization,  so much so that David Meyer and Sidney Tarrow  herald 
the rise of Social Movement Society. 
New  issues of ecology, feminism, ecofeminism, human  rights shaped by  
postmodernism and post industrial  aspirations are on the rise. The third world/  
developing countries experience both old and new  movements while the developed 
world is primarily  the site of the new ones.  
The social movements are led by activists from the  middle or upper class and are  
narrow, local,  transient and sectarian. They claim autonomy  from political 
parties and are led by NGOs.  Movements such as Yellow Vests  Movement (France), 
Occupy Wall Street highlight  the growing frustration with representative 
politics  
Alan Rosenthal   notes that across the world, there is increased participation but 
a decline of  representative democracy. Commentators such as Keane, Pierre 
Rosanvallon, Brito Viera  and Runciman have remarked that the present 
moment is “post-representative”. 
Empirically,    voter turnout, party membership, trust in politicians, and 
interest in politics is reducing.  Such assertions mean traditional channels of 
representative democracy are falling short to  address issues and social movements 
are methods to express such problems.  At the same time the increased usage of the 
internet, rise of career activists point to the independent  rise of new movements.
In developing societies old and new social movements coexist. E.g Environmental  
movement in India  refl ects coexistence, like the Chipko movement  was less for 
protection of forests and more for the  bread and butter matter (livelihood). 
The Arab Spring   can be treated as a new social movement  shaped with 
aspirations for democracy and good governance led by educated middle 
classes  in the Arab world. 

However ,there appears to be a widening gap between the policy preferences of 
voters and the electoral manifestos of parties, indicating the decline of 
political parties .As a consequence, we also witness the rise of  social movements 
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in the past few decades and the rise of anti-politics movements. These movements 
are seen as an alternative for the constituencies whose collective interests are not 
being represented by established parties. They focus on social change through both 
community actions and shaping the formal political process. 
Even now, parties continue as vital sinews connecting the organs of government; as 
E. E. Schattschneider has famously said, “Political parties created modern 
democracy, and modern democracy is unthinkable save in terms of the 
parties.”To Jurgen Habermas, social movements in western countries were 
related to achievements of  individual rights whereas in non western countries it 
is more concerned with collective  rights. Hence it has played a constructive role in 
strengthening democratic processes in developing societies.

Describe the composition of the International Court of Justice (ICJ). Discuss (c)   
its voluntary jurisdiction. (20 Marks) (250 Words)

The International Court of Justice (ICJ)  was established in 1945 by the United 
Nations charter and started working in April 1946. It is the principal judicial organ 
of the United Nations, situated at the Peace Palace in The Hague (Netherlands). 
It settles legal disputes between States and gives advisory opinions in accordance 
with international law, on legal questions referred to it by authorized United Nations 
organs and specialized agencies.

Composition of International court of Justice :
The Court is composed of   15 judges, who are elected for terms of offi ce of nine 
years by the United Nations General Assembly and the Security Council. These 
organs vote simultaneously but separately.
In order to be elected, a candidate must receive an absolute majority of the votes  
in both bodies.
In order to ensure a measure of continuity, one third of the Court is elected every  
three years and Judges are eligible for re-election.
ICJ is assisted by a Registry, its administrative organ. Its offi cial languages are  
English and French.
The 15 judges of the Court are distributed in following regions: 

Three from Africa. 

Two from Latin America and the Caribbean. 

Three from Asia. 

Five from Western Europe and other states. 

Two from Eastern Europe. 

Unlike other organs of international organizations, the Court is not composed of  
representatives of governments. Members of the Court are independent judges 
whose fi rst task, before taking up their duties, is to make a solemn declaration in 
open court that they will exercise their powers impartially and conscientiously.
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In order to guarantee his or her independence, no Member of the Court can be  
dismissed unless, in the unanimous opinion of the other Members, he/she no longer 
fulfi lls the required conditions. This has in fact never happened.

Voluntary Jurisdiction of the International Court of Justice (ICJ)
The jurisdiction which the parties by virtue of an agreement or treaty confer on  
Court is called Voluntary Jurisdiction. In other words, when the parties to a treaty 
or a contract stipulate that if any dispute arises in respect of such treaty or contract 
the dispute shall be referred to the Court for settlement, this type of jurisdiction of 
the Court is said to be voluntary jurisdiction.
So, in voluntary jurisdiction the parties to a dispute give their assent for the  
jurisdiction of the Court in advance.

Issues:
ICJ suffers from certain limitations, these are mainly structural, circumstantial  
and related to the material resources made available to the Court.
The jurisdiction of the International Court of Justice is general and thereby differs  
from that of specialist international tribunals, such as the International Tribunal 
for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS).
The Court is not a Supreme Court to which national courts can turn; it does not act  
as a court of last resort for individuals. Nor is it an appeal court for any international 
tribunal. It can, however, rule on the validity of arbitral awards.
The Court can only hear a dispute when requested to do so by one or more States.  
It cannot deal with a dispute on its own initiative. Neither is it permitted, under its 
Statute, to investigate and rule on acts of sovereign States as it chooses.
The ICJ only has jurisdiction based on consent, not compulsory jurisdiction. 
It does not enjoy a full separation of powers, with permanent members of the  
Security Council being able to veto enforcement of cases, even those to which they 
consented to be bound.

Moreover, the Court had pronounced itself in texts adopted by the General Assembly, 
thereby strengthening the cooperation in the promotion and development of 
international peace.
Recently, the Court had the opportunity to reiterate that fi nding in its opinion on 
the Legal Consequences of the Construction of a Wall in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, which had been delivered in 2004. The Court had recalled 
that, although the Security Council had primary responsibility for the maintenance 
of international peace and security under Article 24 of the Charter, its responsibility 
was not exclusive. 
Turning to “Crimes against humanity”, while the Rome Statute regulated 
“vertical relationships” between the International Criminal Court and its States 
Parties, it did not prescribe any obligations regarding adoption of national laws on 
such crimes or inter-State cooperation. The current work would create “horizontal 
relationships” among States and regulate inter-State cooperation, strengthening 
the international community’s efforts to prevent those crimes.
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Critically examine the rise of the People’s Republic of China as a great power 3.  (a)  
and its implications on Asian Political Order. (15 Marks) (200 Words)

Asia is more likely to be an area of tension and confl ict involving major powers than 
any other part of the world, now that detente has stabilized the situation in Europe 
There is further agreement that China and growing nationalism among the Asian 
societies will be the foci around which tension and confl ict are likely to build up.
Harsh V Pant and Yogesh Joshi’s book, The US pivot and Indian foreign policy: 
Asia’s evolving balance of power is a comprehensive study on India’s responses to 
China’s rise and the transition of power from an extant hegemon, the United States 
(US), to the rising challenger, China. The book also focuses upon the power transition 
in Asia due to the decline of infl uence of the USA and rise of China.

Rise of China
China since its independence has started to project the idea of Greater China 
and hegemony of old Chinese civilization through debt diplomacy and BRI and 
consolidate the historic notion of Silk Route. The acquisition of Ream Port in 
Cambodia, or Hambantota Port in Sri Lanka, display the fi nancial fall out these 
countries are facing. However, because of the fi nancial promises by countries like 
India as stated by Kazi Mohammad (FM, Bangladesh)

China’s challenge to the post-Cold War liberal order and to the ‘  established 
patterns of Asian security’ has not evoked a ‘coherent response’ from the 
US. 
Harsh V Pant   uses the analogy of the three pillars of the post-Cold War Asian 
security order to lead us into an interesting discussion about the United States’ 
lack of a coherent response to China’s challenge of this order.  
The   Obama administration started out wooing Beijing with the creation of a 
great power condominium, a G-2, but later did a volte-face by announcing the 
Pivot in Asia strategy in November 2011. 
A few years later,   Samuel Huntington issued a gloomier prognosis in The Clash 
of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order that “the rise of China and 
the increasing assertiveness of this ‘biggest player in the history of man’ will place 
tremendous stress on international stability in the early twenty-fi rst century.”
In 2017,   Bill Emmott wrote in The Fate of the West “Yes the barbarians are at 
the West’s gates. Certainly China’s pressure to dominate its neighborhood and be 
treated as an equal partner to the U.S. is hard to deal with.”

The Other Picture:
China is a country of both strengths and weaknesses. The United States has  
several advantages. One is geography. The USA is bordered by oceans and friendly 
neighbors, while China has borders with fourteen countries and territorial disputes 
with India, Japan, and Vietnam.
Energy is another advantage. The shale revolution has transformed the U.S. from  
an energy importer to exporter, while China depends on imports that pass through 
the Persian Gulf and the Indian Ocean where the US have naval supremacy.  
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America also has demographic advantages. Over the next decade and a half, the  
US workforce is likely to increase by 5 percent while China’s will decline by 9 
percent. China will soon lose its fi rst-place population rank to India, and its working 
age population already peaked in 2015.  America has been at the forefront in the 
development of key technologies (bio, nano, information), and Western research 
universities dominate higher education.

Even scholars like Jagannath Panda have quoted that India looks for multipolar 
Asia that helps to generate the mechanism that can deter the growth of China.

Discuss the conceptual dimensions of collective security. (b)   (15 Marks)
(200 Words)

Collective Security stands for the creation of a universal or global preponderance 
of power involving all the nations for the maintenance of international peace and 
security. Under it all the nations are ready to defend international peace and security 
through collective military action against aggression.
George Schwarzenberger stated, “Collective Security is machinery for joint action 
in order to prevent or counter any attack against an established international order.” 
Palmer and Perkins said, “Collective Security clearly implies collective measures for 
dealing with threats to peace.” 

Some of the key postulates of collective security:

Collective Security   is a device of crisis management which postulates a 
commitment on the part of all the nations to collectively meet an aggression 
that may be committed by any state against another. 

War or aggression is viewed as a   breach of international peace and security 
and collective security stands for collective action by all the nations in defense of 
peace. 

According to   FH Hartmann collective security is basically a mutual insurance 
plan against aggression anywhere and everywhere.

Security is the chief goal of all the nations. Presently the security of each nation  
stands inseparably linked up with the security of all other nations. National 
security is a part of international security. 

It accepts the   universality of aggression.

It also admits the   presence of international organizations.

A collective security action is limited to the   elimination of war, aggression or 
threat of war or aggression. It does not stand for the elimination of the state which 
commits aggression. 

The underlying principle of Collective Security has been ‘One for All and All for 
One’. 
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Discuss the effi cacy of global conventions to combat international terrorism. (c)   
(20 Marks) (250 Words)

Scholars like Rhyle Vallis and others tried to lay down some of the key characters of 
terrorism for which Martha Crenshaw stated that terrorism is a violent action as a 
mean to political ends which are as follows:

Acts or threats of violence 
The communication of fear to an audience beyond the immediate victim 
Political, economic, or religious aims by the perpetrator(s). 

Terrorism can be categorized under the following verticals:
Ethno-Nationalist Terrorism 
Religious Terrorism 
Ideology Terrorism 
State-sponsored Terrorism 
Narco Terrorism 
Cyber Terrorism, etc. 

Peter R. Neumann in his book ‘Old & New Terrorism: Late Modernity, 
Globalization and the Transformation of Political Violence’ makes a credible 
case that globalization has been a facilitating factor in the transition from older to 
newer terrorism.

Some of the international instruments lying with combating terrorism:
International Convention for the Suppression of Terrorist Bombings, 1997 
International Convention for the Suppression of the Financing of Terrorism, 1999  
International Convention for the Suppression of Acts of Nuclear errorism, 2005,  
etc.

In addition to this, several international and regional bodies have framed laws related 
to the same like CCIT (proposed by India in UNGA), RATS (SCO), Christchurch Call, 
FATF, etc. The productivity and effi ciency lying with these organizations:

CCIT (Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism), was proposed by  
India in UNGA at the 73rd session of United Nations General Assembly. However, 
the problem is lying with the uniform discussion of terrorism that has become a 
confl ict for different countries.
RATS is a mechanism created in the regional platform like SCO. But, as   HT Editor 
and Foreign Policy expert, Pramit Roy Chowdhury, stated that any step up of 
action against Pakistan can come as a major opposition from the key stakeholder 
like China. (Madhav Singh Puri stated that though there are a string of other 
stakeholders present in the group, it is still a China-centric group due to the name 
of the group, and because the group holds 25% of the global GDP, China acquires 
half of it.)
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FATF was established by OECD countries to curb terror funding. It has been  
effective by keeping terror haven countries like Pakistan under control through 
different metrics under the grey list category. However, it has somewhere given 
the cushion to avoid Pakistan to come into the black list category.

Identify and evaluate the reasons for deadlock in the WTO negotiations 4.  (a)  
on fi sheries between the developing and developed countries. (15 Marks)
(200 Words)

The Ministerial Conference is the WTO’s top decision-making body and usually 
meets every two years. All members of the WTO are involved in the MC and they can 
take decisions on all matters covered under any multilateral trade agreements. After 
days of protracted negotiations, the 12th Ministerial Conference of the World Trade 
Organization on June 17, agreed to a series of deals relating to the temporary waivers 
on Covid-19 vaccines, a moratorium on e-commerce trade, food security and setting 
limits on harmful fi shing subsidies.

Deadlock on fi sheries between Developing and developed countries:
The WTO passed a multilateral agreement that would curb ‘harmful’ subsidies   
on illegal, unreported and unregulated fi shing for the next four years, to better  
protect global fi sh stocks. Since 2001, member states have been negotiating  the 
banning of subsidies that promote overfi shing. 
The current agreement, which establishes new trading rules, is the second   
multilateral agreement in WTO’s history. 
“WTO members have, for the fi rst time, concluded an agreement with   
environmental sustainability at its heart,” Okonjo-Iweala said. “This  is 
also about the livelihoods of the 260 million people who depend  directly or 
indirectly on marine fi sheries.” 
India and other developing countries were able to win some concessions in  this  
agreement. They successfully lobbied to remove a section of the proposal  that 
would threaten some subsidies which would assist small-scale artisanal fi shing, as 
reported by The Associated Press. Artisanal and traditional farmers  would not 
face any restrictions under this agreement. 
Critics argued that this agreement would only restrict and not eradicate  subsidies  
on illegal fi shing. “After 20 years of delay, the W.T.O. failed  again to eliminate 
subsidized overfi shing and in turn is allowing  countries to pillage the 
world’s oceans.” Andrew Sharpless, the chief  executive of Oceana, a non profi t 
ocean conservation organization told The  New York Times. 

India’s Stand
India is one of the lowest fi sheries subsidies despite such a large population and  
one of the disciplined nations in sustainably harnessing the fi sheries resources.
India does not exploit the resources indiscriminately like other advanced fi shing  
nations and India’s fi sheries sector primarily depends on several millions of small-
scale and traditional fi shers.
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Therefore, those WTO Members who have provided huge subsidies in the past,  
and engaged in large-scale industrial fi shing, which is responsible for the depletion 
of fi sh stocks, should take more obligations to prohibit subsidies based on the 
‘polluter pay principle’ and ‘common but differentiated responsibilities’.

What is the realist prescription to the States to ensure their survival in an (b)   
anarchical world? (15 Marks) (200 Words)

Realism is considered a hegemonic (dominant) theory in international relations. 
Because it supposedly provides the explanation for the state of war, which is the 
regular condition of life in the international system. (Globalization of World 
Politics by Baylis, Smith and Owens)
Anarchy is a central concept in international relations (IR) theory, as such this essay 
aims to compare and contrast two approaches to anarchy, namely the realist and 
constructivist approaches. It is hoped that by exploring two competing approaches 
to anarchy in IR theory that one can identify the strengths and weaknesses of such 
approaches, perhaps even eliminating one approach in order to better understand 
international politics. Adem notes that “the major theories of international 
relations embrace the view that the international system is anarchic”
Realism has long been the dominant perspective in IR theory and as such it 
seems logical to begin by outlining the key features of realism’s approach to anarchy. 
A key principle of realist theory is that of survival and it could be argued that in 
domestic politics governments create and enforce laws to protect citizens, thus 
reducing the prospect of confl ict or civil war, however the same cannot be said of 
international politics .A central assumption of the realist approach to anarchy is thus 
that the rules of the international system are dictated by anarchy; in this sense, 
anarchy is perceived as a “lack of central government to enforce rules” and 
protect states (Goldstein & Pevehouse). Realists, such as Kenneth Waltz, link 
this lack of a ‘world government’ to the continued occurrence of violence among 
states (Cudworth & Hobden). The absence of an authority higher than nation-
states, it is argued, leads to a self-help system among states 
Realists, such as Waltz, argue that anarchy and its resulting security dilemma cannot 
be overcome unless a ‘world government’ is created, a situation that realists cannot 
envision occurring, as states will never feel secure enough to do so. This is a highly 
pessimistic view, which suggests we are to continually expect confl ict with periods of 
peace being explained by the balance of power. On the other hand, constructivists dispute 
this approach, arguing instead that anarchy itself does not explain the behavior of states 
but that we need to recognise the importance of identity, interests and intersubjective 
understandings of these factors when seeking to explain international politics. 

Russia-Ukraine crisis has cast a dark shadow on the energy needs of the member (c)   
states of the European Union (EU). Comment. (20 Marks) (250 Words)

Russia’s unjustifi ed and unprovoked war against Ukraine has highly impacted energy 
and food markets. The situation on the European gas and electricity market has 
worsened dramatically. Prices are exploding as a consequence of Russia’s war against 
.There is a threat of stable  power supply in the coming winter EU countries are 
closely coordinating actions to tackle rising prices and scarcity of supplies.  
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Importance of Russian gas so important
Major chunk of energy:  Russia supplied some 40% of Europe’s natural gas before 
the war. That has dropped to around 15%, sending prices through the roof and 
straining energy-intensive industries.
Everyday use:  Gas is used across a range of processes that most people never see 
– to forge steel to make cars, make glass bottles and pasteurize milk and cheese. 
Companies warn that they often can’t switch overnight to other energy sources 
such as fuel oil or electricity to produce heat.
Fuel infl ation:  High energy prices are already threatening to cause a recession in 
Europe through record infl ation, with consumers having less to spend as costs rise 
for food, fuel and utilities. A complete cutoff could deal an even heavier blow to an 
already troubled economy.

Energy prices and security of supply
Since the second half of 2021, there has been a sharp hike in energy prices in the  
EU and worldwide. 
The price of fuels has further risen as a consequence of Russia’s unprovoked and  
unjustifi ed aggression against Ukraine, which has also led to concerns related to 
the security of energy supply in the EU. 
Russia’s decision to suspend gas deliveries to several EU member states has further  
impacted the situation.

Alternatives does Europe have:
The EU has turned to more-expensive liquefi ed natural gas, or LNG, which comes  
by ship from places like the US and Qatar.
Germany is fast-tracking construction of LNG import terminals on its North Sea  
coast, but that will take years.
But LNG alone can’t make up the gap. 
Conservation and other energy sources are key. 

EU energy independence
With the   Versailles Declaration agreed in March 2022, the EU leaders of the 
27 member states agreed to phase out the EU’s dependence on Russian fossil fuels 
as soon as possible. At the March European Council, they discussed measures to 
mitigate the impact of high energy prices and to secure the supply of energy. They 
exchanged views on:

options for market measures 

gas storage and common gas purchases 

short-term measures to alleviate impacts on citizens and businesses 

The EU Commission, the Czech Council Presidency and experts from the 
Brussels-based economic think tank Bruegel all favor maintaining the relatively 
deregulated European electricity market, on which electricity is bought and sold 
across borders. This is the only way to ensure supply security in all member states.
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But analysts say that most of the world’s supply is spoken for, and that even if such 
measures could relieve the short-term crunch, the costs will be high. Former CFR 
Senior Fellow and Tufts University energy expert Amy Myers Jaffe argues that 
in the event of a full Russian cutoff, it is likely that “Europe will fi nd a way.” Jaffe 
says producers could redirect some LNG shipments or shift more of their energy mix 
to coal or other sources. However, she warns, “any shifting of supply would be at 
premium prices, leaving European consumers with an even steeper bill.” 

Peaceful co-existence remains the cornerstone of India’s Foreign Policy. 5.  (a)  
Comment. (10 Marks) (150 Words)

McWhinney stated, “Peaceful Coexistence entered the International Law lexicon with 
the Sino-Indian Pancha Shila Agreement of 1954, negotiated between Chou En Lai 
and Jawaharlal Nehru and directed immediately to an historically long-festering 
territorial frontier dispute between the two neighbors in the Himalayan region.”
According to Giles Bouqueret, “India could not be a passive onlooker of the Indochina 
War since it involved many basic principles of its foreign policy principles such as its 
opposition to colonialism and neo-colonialist activities of Western powers in Asia and 
the relevance of non-alignment as a diplomatic tool to ensure peaceful coexistence. India 
emerged as a force of proposals to reckon with in the search for a peaceful settlement 
between the contending parties before and during the Geneva Conference. In spite 
of adverse developments, the application of the Geneva agreements assumed great 
importance as they represented a validation of India’s approach to crisis resolution.”
The idea of peaceful co-existence was also appreciated by Rajneesh Kumar on the 
grounds of rise of two independent nation states who aspire to become rising giants 
of the modern era by stating, “As two republics born after the Second World War, 
Panchsheel was a sensible idea for India and China to disengage from each other’s 
internal affairs and show the rest of the world their belief in unfettered national 
sovereignty. While India viewed the signing of the fi ve principles and ceding of its 
extra-territorial rights over Tibet inherited from the British Raj as an opportunity to 
promulgate its anti-colonial posture, China saw in this expression of Asian solidarity 
a means to check the growing anti-communist sentiments in the West.”

Relevance of Peaceful Co-existence:
Keep open the lines of communication at all times with other competing systems  
and seek out a dialogue.
Try to de-ideologise any inter-systemic dialogue by avoiding non-productive  
rhetorical debate over abstract ideology and dogma by concentrating wherever 
possible on concrete and immediate tension-issues between the competing systems, 
and seeking common solutions on a basis of mutuality and reciprocity of interest in 
any common consensus-based outcomes. 

The idea of peaceful co-existence can also be obtained from Gujral Doctrine through 
his principles of peaceful negotiations, respect of territorial integrity. According to 
Gujral , “these fi ve principles, scrupulously adhered to, would achieve a fundamental 
recasting of South Asia’s regional relationships, including the diffi cult relationship 
between India and Pakistan. Further, the implementation of these principles would 
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generate a climate of close and mutually benign cooperation in the region, where the 
weight and size of India is regarded positively and as an asset by these countries.”
Even scholars like Kanak Mani Dixit presented a wider opinion of Gujral Doctrine 
through the following lines, “it was an earnest attempt to extricate India from ultra-
nationalism and make regionalism work for peace and economic upliftment of people 
in the entire subcontinent. Indeed, the doctrine sought to reconcile our present reality 
of ‘nation states’ to the fl uid and syncretic history of ‘South Asia’.” The application 
of Gujral Doctrine in itself displays the notion of its relevance in terms of Indian 
Foreign Policy in action.
India’s idea through Darshana M Baruah, that India advocates for rules-based 
international order also depicts India’s vision for the international system, though it 
has been stated in the context of the Indo-Pacifi c region. However, when it comes to 
the current liberal international order which has been facing challenges due to the 
rise of China and Indian neighbors feeling the essence of South Asia having India-
centric order, the idea of peaceful co-existence becomes a bit cloudy. 

Discuss the ways and means to realize greater economic cooperation among (b)   
the member states of South Asia. (10 Marks) (150 Words)

C Raja Mohan argued that bilateral relations between Pakistan-India and Pakistan-
Bangladesh due to colonial legacy have affected the economic cooperation. 
Shyam Saran says, “India’s reluctance to open its market to neighboring countries 
has affected bilateral trade and the rise of China in South Asia is just the symptom of 
this strategic mistake. Complex nature of identity politics and use of the China card 
against India puts impediments for political reconciliation.”
Navnita Chadha Behera once quoted regarding the economic cooperation in the 
region through these statements:“Powered by the dynamic growth of the Indian 
economy, it is the fastest- growing region in the world. South Asia can be propelled 
faster to fi nd its rightful place in the world if its member states develop as an integrated 
economy. This would make South Asia the second- largest economy in the world after 
the People’s Republic of China (PRC), leaving behind even the United States.”

Key Issues Hindering Economic Cooperation:
The fragmented nature of South Asia’s transport system however, has rendered  
the critical transport corridors ineffi cient.
Political confl icts and unresolved regional issues were identifi ed as major  
crosscutting concerns that have constrained trade facilitation, energy trade and 
the development of transport corridors.
The   dominance of the banks and bank loans and the state of capital markets 
in the region indicate that the fi nancial system in South Asia is still relatively 
underdeveloped.
The South Asian region is a   net energy importer and fast growing demand for 
energy makes energy security a major concern. The electricity and gas shortage 
in the region has been described as persistent and recurring. Without a resolute 
action on the part of policymakers, it will hamstring growth in the region.
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The idea of regional cooperation in South Asia has evolved in three broad 
phases: 

In 1978, the   Committee for Studies on Cooperation in Development (CSCD), 
led by the erudite and visionary Tarlok Singh, fi rst took this initiative.
The inaction of the governments led civil society in South Asia to take the lead  
during the second phase, in the 1990s. 
The   South Asian Free Trade Area (SAFTA) agreement in 2004 imparted a new 
momentum, heralding the third phase of SAARC’s evolution when it fi rst began to 
focus seriously on the goal of regional economic integration.

Ways and Means:
For South Asia, ADB South Asia Regional Department (SARD) plays a key role in  
fostering regional cooperation. 
Models like the   Chiang Mai initiative of ASEAN countries to cooperate on a 
range of monetary policies is an example of a regional cooperation effort that 
can be adopted.
Ahmed   and Ghani noted that South Asia has the potential to accelerate growth 
and reduce poverty by exploiting four underutilized spatial features of the region: 
geography, transportation, factor mobility, and scale economies.
Mahfuz Kabirand Surendar Singh in their research, “  Of Streams and Tides, 
India-Bangladesh Value Chains in Textiles and Clothing (T&C)” focussed 
on how to tackle three main trade barriers for T&C:

high tariffs for selected, but important goods for the industries of both  

countries;
ineffi cient customs procedures  

divergent criteria for rules of origin classifi cation. 

Even scholars like Viraj Mehta stated, “The inception of multiple institutional 
frameworks for advancing regional cooperation, such as the South Asian Association 
for Regional Cooperation (SAARC), the Bangladesh-Bhutan-India-Nepal (BBIN) 
initiative and the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic 
Cooperation (BIMSTEC) indicates consensus on the importance of enhanced South 
Asian cooperation, but these organizations have only had limited success in overcoming 
hurdles to regional collaboration.”

Discuss the steps required to realize “hydro-co-operation” between India (c)   
and Bangladesh. (10 Marks) (150 Words)

India and Bangladesh share 54 rivers, of which 7 rivers have been identifi ed earlier 
for developing the framework of water sharing agreements on priority. 
Nilanjan Ghosh stated in his article in ORF, “Bangladesh - India hydro-
politics: Sweet Deals and Contentious Issues”, “Although Bangladesh and 
India have excelled in cooperation on several fronts, water sharing remains a bone of 
contention.”
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According to Ashok Swain in his article in East Asia Forum on South Asian 
hydropolitics, “The growing threat of climate change and its impact on water demand 
and supply in the region means South Asian countries can no longer continue with the 
old bilateral approach — particularly given China’s growing interest in harnessing 
river resources.”
Riparian countries in South Asia should work towards establishing lower basin-based 
water management institutions — as the lower basin countries in the Mekong basin 
have been doing since the 1990s.
Cooperation among lower riparian countries is needed not only to address 
increasing water scarcity in the dry-seasons and devastating fl oods in the 
monsoon periods, but also to effectively protect their water supply from China. 
Unilateral actions by South Asian countries, particularly India, to protect and 
acquire more water from the shared river systems have only exacerbated inter-
country tensions. However, Water as a state subject in the India Constitution makes 
it a poly-centric module, quoted by Nilanjan Ghosh, that has multiple stakeholders 
linked with the hydropolitics as a subject. 
Due to this reason, Tridev Singh Maini has stated that there is a need for the 
participation of state governments as well for resolution of problems in the region.
Linking major rivers of the region could create more regional water disputes 
instead of resolving the existing ones. 
India has strictly adhered to the practice of bilateral negotiation. Though this 
approach has strengthened India’s position as a regional power, it has kept the past 
disagreements alive and limited wider plans to develop the region’s water resources.

In 1972,   Bangladesh and India established the Joint River Commission which 
legislated over the Farakka project (Mukherjee 2011). What followed was a series 
of temporary, trial-based agreements, in 1975 and 1977, over the quantum of 
water which would be released by India. 
On 9 March 2021, “  Maitri Setu”, the bridge on the transboundary Feni River 
shared between Bangladesh and India was inaugurated by the Prime Ministers 
of the two riparian nations. Given the urgency of the irrigation needs of the 
state of Tripura, the joint statement also mentions India reiterating the need to 
conclude the signing of the interim Feni water-sharing agreement early.
The decision of the Joint Rivers Commission on widening the area of cooperation  
by including an additional number of rivers for prioritizing the exchange of data 
and formulating the framework of the interim water sharing agreements fi nds a 
laudatory mention in the joint statement. Interestingly, the statement welcomed 
the formation of a Joint Technical Committee to conduct a study for optimum 
utilization of water received by Bangladesh under the provisions of Ganges Water 
Sharing Treaty, 1996.

As steps, both countries need to relook for treaties that are getting terminated in 
recent times to see equitable distribution rather than arithmetic hydrology as 
stated by Nilanjan Ghosh, along with semi-poly-centric approach to create a 
conducive ecosystem for the resolution of water issues.



MOMENTUM IA
S

21

PSIR UPSC CSE MAINS 2022by: Piyush Chaubey    |    Tel. @Piyushchoubey

https://momentumias.com

MOMENTUM IAS

Explain the signifi cance of Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement for (d)   
Indo-US strategic relations. (10 Marks) (150 Words)

According to Seema Guha, “India and the US defense pact, BECA (Basic Exchange 
and Cooperation Agreement), will allow sharing of high-end military technology 
between the two countries.”

Signifi cance of BECA:
The   Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement (BECA) gives India expertise 
on geospatial intelligence, which simply means it will help give more accuracy 
to forces when using weapons like cruise, ballistic missiles and drones.
It will make mission planning easier for the Indian forces, as they will be provided  
with geographical coordinates and feeds in real-time data. Chances of missing 
a target are reduced considerably.
As India is buying drones from the US, the real-time data fed into the system could  
be used for devastating attacks on enemy targets.

Elements that can be exchanged include maps, nautical and aeronautical charts, 
commercial and other unclassifi ed imagery, geodetic, geophysical, geomagnetic and 
gravity data. This could be in digital or printed format. While most of the information 
to be shared will be in the unclassifi ed category to bring about standardization, BECA 
includes the provision of sharing classifi ed information as well, with safeguards in 
place to ensure that it is not shared with any third party.

Strategic Benefi ts:
Captain Vikram Mahajan   stated, “Data received under the agreement will be 
useful for long-range navigation and missile-targeting with enhanced accuracy. 
Given the current geo-political situation, this data will be relevant on both the 
northern and western borders of India. As this is a bilateral agreement, India will 
also be expected to share similar data with the US.”

Pia Krishnamurthy also quoted, “Sharing geospatial intelligence with the US 
through BECA will boost the Indian military’s accuracy of automated hardware 
systems and weapons like cruise missiles, ballistic missiles and drones. Also, it is a 
key step for India when it comes to acquiring armed drones such as MQ-9B from the 
US. BECA is to help India and the US counter growing Chinese infl uence in the Indo-
Pacifi c region.” 
However, scholars like Bharat Karnad have also raised concerns related to this 
pact, “It permits Indian armed services to use American bases anywhere and the US 
forces get to avail of Indian military bases and services. This is fi ne, but the Indian 
military’s focus does not extend beyond territorial defense. So, it will be mostly one-
way traffi c with USA military units deployed in the Indian Ocean region and the Gulf 
putting up at Indian ports and USA aircraft staging out of IAF bases.”

Discuss the role of public diplomacy in the enhancement of India’s global (e)   
standing. (10 Marks) (150 Words)

In the eyes of Arijit Mazumdar, “Public diplomacy involves activities usually 
undertaken by a national government to inform and infl uence foreign public opinion 
and attitudes in order to advance its foreign policy goals. Such activities include ‘nation-
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branding’, diaspora outreach, digital engagement, international broadcasting, and 
international exchange programmes, all of which are designed to promote a positive 
image and reputation of the country to a global audience.”
The practice of public diplomacy helps India achieve two signifi cant objectives: 

It helps allay any active or dormant fears within the international community  
about India as a rising power. 
It helps India compete with other countries as it seeks to boost foreign tourist  
arrivals, attract foreign investment and secure new markets for its exports in an 
era of globalization. 
Public diplomacy plays a vital role in conveying and explaining India’s foreign  
policy actions and position on major international issues. 
Ultimately, India utilizes public diplomacy to create a positive narrative about  
itself in the minds of the foreign public and the Indian diaspora.

According to Mullen, “The examination of India’s public diplomacy is a relatively 
recent enterprise although the practice itself has a long history dating back to the time 
of former Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru. Emphasizing norms and values such as 
non-alignment, decolonisation and development partnerships, Nehru sought to create 
a unique identity for the country.”
Scholars like Lakshmi, Raja Mohan, and Harsh V Pant stated, “Modi has attempted 
to leverage India’s soft power resources to project the country as a benign rising power. 
He has sought to engage with the huge Indian diaspora across the world and attempted 
to promote the country as an attractive destination for both tourism and foreign 
investment. Broadcasting, print, and social media have proven to be helpful tools 
for this purpose. Modi himself is active on various social media platforms, including 
Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and even Weibo, China’s main micro-blogging service.” 
Thus, public diplomacy acquired new dimensions.

Components:
The   ICCR (Indian Council of Cultural Relations) works together with the MEA 
in the area of external cultural diplomacy, including promotion of cultural 
exchange with other countries and people.
ICWA   is a think-tank whose task includes the promotion of India’s relations with 
other countries through study, research, discussion, publication and exchange of 
ideas and information with organizations outside India.
During 2016–2017, the total expenditure of the MEA was about Rs.127.5 billion  
(US$1.9 billion). Out of this, around Rs.204 million (US$3 million) was spent 
on Public Diplomacy, around Rs.70 million (US$1 million) was spent on Press 
and Media Relations, around Rs.57.8 billion (US$860 million) in development 
assistance to countries, around Rs.1.85 billion (US$27.5 million) was spent on 
ICCR and around Rs.98 million (US$1.5 million) was spent on ICWA, while the 
rest was spent on salaries and benefi ts and various other projects, events, schemes 
and services.
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Scholars like Ritambhara stated, “Indian public diplomacy can be augmented by 
increasing funding for cultural activities in Indian consulates and embassies. India 
should also try to develop cultural centers all over the world on the lines of the British 
Council, American Information Resource Centers, Alliance Francoise and the Confucius 
Institutes started by China. These institutes increase their respective countries’ soft 
power by projecting a favorable image of their countries to the outside world through 
public relations exercises.”

Discuss the relevance of the demand for New International Economic 6.  (a)  
Order(NIEO) in the present era of globalization. (15 Marks) (200 Words)

The New International Economic Order (NIEO) is a set of proposals advocated 
by developing countries to end economic colonialism and dependency through 
a new interdependent economy. The main NIEO document recognized that the 
current international economic order “was established at a time when most of the 
developing countries did not even exist as independent states and which perpetuates 
inequality.”In the spirit of “trade not aid,” the NIEO called for changes in trade, 
industrialization, agricultural production, fi nance, and transfer of technology. The 
United Nations General Assembly adopted the Declaration for the Establishment of 
a New International Economic Order and its accompanying program of action on 1 
May 1974.
Joseph Stiglitz farer head of World bank in  his work. “Globalization and its 
discontent”  point out that Bretton Woods institutions.  IMF and World Bank 
suffer from “democratic  defi cit” i.e., they are hardly representative  and inclusive 
of their diverse members  aspirations and desires.  Similarly, Susan Strange, a 
hyper globalist, points out that there is a “structural bias”  against countries 
of the global south. Their  secretarial and mechanisms are inherently  euro centric. 
Their membership and  leadership position are also concerned by US  and European 
members.  Martin Khor criticizes IMF and World Bank for  promoting a “Neo 
liberal” economic model in the  name of “structural adjustment” leading to shock 
therapy. E.g. Asian Financial crisis  (1997), Eurozone crisis (2008).  
Reform of the IMF and World Bank needs to be done in the spirit of NIEO (New  
International Economic order) along with simultaneous reform of global fi nancial 
agriculture  e.g., Promotion of NDB and AIIB. 

Relevance of the demand for New International Economic Order(NIEO) in 
the present era of globalization:

The signifi cance and importance of NIEO   lies in its  aspirations to bridge the 
gap between the global NorthSouth.  In the spirit of “trade not aid,” the NIEO 
called for  changes in trade, industrialization, agricultural  production, fi nance, 
and transfer of technology.  
An overhaul of the rules of international trade,  especially those concerning raw  
materials, food, the  system of preferences and reciprocity, commodity  agreements, 
transportation, and insurance.  
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A reform of the international monetary system and other fi nancing mechanisms to  
bring  them into line with development needs.
Both fi nancial and technology transfer incentives and assistance for industrialization  
projects  in developing countries.

Appearing today as the fi gment of a now all but lost political imaginary, the NIEO 
sprang forth  during a narrow and specifi c window of geopolitical opportunity, 
a “moment of disjunction  and openness,” when wildly divergent political 
possibilities appeared suddenly plausible. 

Critically examine the major factors responsible for a turnaround in the (b)   
trajectory of India’s foreign policy in the post-cold war period. (15 Marks) 
(200 Words)

Since India gained independence in 1947, the world has changed beyond recognition. 
From the bipolar world of the U.S. and Soviet Union to a brief unipolar period when 
American hegemony reigned, to one where China and the United States are moving 
toward another bipolar competition, distracted by multipolar illusions.In order to 
contemplate a challenging road ahead in this era of geopolitical transformation, India 
can learn from its foreign policy since Independence. 
There are fi ve areas of the  emerging change: economic  development; reorientation 
of  domestic and foreign policies;  the emphasis on national power,  including 
military; stress on soft  power; and a reduction in self imposed constraints.  
Major factors responsible for a turnaround in the trajectory of India’s 
foreign policy in the post-cold war period:

Emergence of a unipolar world (led by the USA)- 
Rise of the USA as a hegemony encouraged India to change its approach to world  
affairs.
The disintegration of the USSR had made India drift closer to the capitalist world.  
This also resulted in the diversifi cation of Indian sources for military hardware. 
Today India is focusing to reconnect to the Central Asian nations through its 
connect central Asia policy.
In the post-cold war era, India’s relationship with the US on defense and strategic  
issues has strengthened. Previous hesitation to have defense partnership with 
the US was shred away and COMCASA- Communications Compatibility and 
Security Agreement), 2+2 Dialogue etc were initiated actively.

1991  Economic crisis: 
New Delhi had to link its economic policy with foreign policy more effectively.  
Recognising that India would need the support of the West and especially the US 
if the economic reforms were to succeed, India laid the foundations for a revival 
of US-India ties acknowledging the importance of the US in the global strategic 
architecture. 
In the Middle East, India established full diplomatic ties with Israel in 1992 . Then  
Prime Minister Narsimha Rao paid a landmark visit to Tehran in 1993, becoming 
the fi rst Indian prime minister to visit Iran since the 1979 revolution. 
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The   ‘Look East’ policy had to be initiated as the center of gravity of global 
economics was shifting to the East and India’s economic future needed to be linked 
to the booming economies in East Asia. 
India had to expand its engagements with the   Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) not only as a matter of India’s economic revival, but also as a 
counterweight to rising Chinese dominance.

Nuclear Weapon (in context of Pakistan becoming a nuclear state): 
In order to create a deterrence and  quest for   strategic autonomy was particularly 
focused on securing its nuclear weapon option (Pokhran II 1998).
India gradually acquired the attributes of a   balancing power (against the rise 
of China).
It is refl ected in the India-US nuclear deal (123 Agreement). 
At the same time, India could also make common cause with China on climate  
change and trade, and consolidate further ties with Russia while helping to fashion 
BRICS into a major global forum.

Rise of China:
To counter the rise of China , India shifted the focus on  setting up Strategic  
partnership.
It had its fi rst strategic partnership with South Africa in 1997. Creating strategic  
partnerships became established as one of India’s foreign policy pillars. 
As of 2022, India has maintained strategic partnerships with more than 30 countries.  

Rise of non -state actors :
Resulted in increasing strategic depth of India in neighboring countries .  
Establishing substantial presence in Afghanistan while negotiating regional land  
miner  of terrorism and radicalism showed mettle of Indian foreign Policy. 
Delivering existing projects like Selmadam, Zaranj Delaram highway, 116   
community development projects will showcase India’s might to regional global 
power.  
C. Raja Mohan points out that overcoming   “Panipat Syndrome”(Short sightedness 
in  foreign affairs) will display to the world that India posses the “Art of long term 
view” (  Rakesh Sood)  

Pragmatism had been  prominent since the LPG  reforms of the 1990s and our  
reduced reliance on NAM but  under the present PM it has been  more fast paced. 
E.g The geopolitical assertion in the Indo Pacifi c region (taking islands on  lease), 
SAGAR, neighbourhood response to terrorism, Look East to Act East, focus of 
regional  integration from SAARC to BIMSTEC, claim for permanent membership 
at the UNSC. Bilateral  relations display quasi alliance E.g foundational agreements 
with USA.  In “Crossing the Rubicon” C.Raja Mohan describes how India is 
poised to break out of the  South Asian box in which it has been confi ned, and assume 
its rightful place among the  world’s leading powers.  
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Discuss the reasons behind India’s refusal to sign the nuclear non-(c)   
proliferation treaty (NPT). (20 Marks) (250 Words)

Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, commonly known as 
the Non-Proliferation Treaty or NPT, is an international treaty whose objective 
is to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons and weapons technology, to promote 
cooperation in the peaceful uses of nuclear energy and to further the goal of achieving 
nuclear disarmament and general and complete disarmament.

Reasons behind India’s refusal to sign the nuclear non-proliferation treaty 
(NPT):

No Vision of Disarmament Process:   The NPT proposes no tangible disarmament 
roadmap, no reference to testing ban or to the freezing of production of either 
fi ssile materials or nuclear weapons, and omitted provisions for reductions and 
elimination.
Nuclear ‘Haves’ and ‘Have-Nots’:   India criticizes the treaty to be discriminatory 
as it focuses on preventing only horizontal proliferation while there is no limit for 
vertical proliferation. In this context, India demands that the Nuclear Weapon 
State (NWS) should renounce its arsenals and further production in return for 
the commitment of Non- NWS not to produce them. George Perkovich points 
out that  countries like India, Pakistan etc remain non signatories due to non 
recognition NWS. He  states that nuclear weapons constitute an integral part of 
Indiaís security. If only NPT  recognised India as a NWS, India would readily sign 
it and further the process of global  disarmament. 
Discriminating Safeguards:   Under International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
protocols of nuclear safety, the NWS allowed maintaining ‘voluntary’ safeguards 
while the rest were subjected to comprehensive safeguards, which seemed intrusive 
and discriminatory to the NNWS.
Emergence of Non-state Actors:   The emergence of non-state actors with declared 
intent to access weapons of mass destruction and the detection of a global nuclear 
black-market, has raised concerns on the limitations of the NPT.
IAEA has not  been given suffi cient powers to act as an effective watchdog. E.g  
cases of  North Korea and Iran show that these safeguards are not  suffi cient.  

John Simpson points out that the non proliferation agenda has not worked 
suffi ciently after the  1990s. States such as Iran and North Korea continue to pursue 
nuclear capability, if not outright weaponization.  
The NPT still remains the core of the global nonproliferation regime. There is a 
need for a  universal, verifi able and non discriminatory process to non proliferation 
(short term) and  disarmament (long term).India will not agree to dismantle the 
nuclear weapons and NPT will not change for India. India would be willing to join as 
a Nuclear weapon state. However it will set the wrong precedent for other countries. 
It will destroy the structure of NPT itself. After civil agreement with the USA, there is 
not much need for India to join NPT as USA has committed full civil nuclear commerce 
with India. The USA has also promised to include India in all commercial regimes. 
India is at present only out of NSG. India can utilize its membership in MTCR from 
where China is absent and China is willing to be a member, to bargain with China.
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What are the main drivers of India - Japan strategic and global partnerships? 7.  (a)  
(15 Marks) (200 Words)

Former PM of Japan Shinzo Abe once stated that India - Japan bilateral 
relations can become more important than that of Japan - USA and Japan - Australia 
bilateral relations. India - Japan bilateral relations recently completed its 70th year. 
It started in the year 1952, with the sense of former PM Pt. Nehru gifting an elephant 
as a ray of hope to a war torn country like Japan after the end of Second World War. 

Strategic Partnership
In the eyes of scholars like   Sheelkant Sharma, “Japan has been seeking alliances 
to enhance its strategic interest in the post-Cold War era, through India, Australia, 
Philippines, etc. Sheelkant Sharma also laid down some domains in which India 
and Japan can work together are:

5G 

Energy Security 

Cyber Security 

Supply Chain 

Japan   brings India in this angle and India and Japan strategic relations come into 
play as quoted by Teena Jha, “India and Japan have shared security interests due 
to China’s maneuvering and expansionist policy with India facing the Himalayas 
and Japan on sea.” India as per Sanjay Meston, has consolidated its footprints 
in terms of defense cooperation when it comes to ASEAN countries and with Act 
East Policy into the play, it’s the time for expanding it to the territorial waters of 
Japan. 
India   and Japan already engaged in the practice of Dharma Guardian from time 
to time which happens in India and thus, giving a wide range of terrain through 
the Japanese army gets exposure for military training in different geographical 
landscapes. In the 2010s, Japan joined India and USA in the Malabar exercise as 
well. 
In terms of bolstering this strategic partnership, Japan is helping India to promote  
connectivity in the North Eastern region through infrastructure development as 
stated by Titli Basu. India is one of the biggest benefi ciaries of the Japanese 
fi nancial assistance programme JICA.
In the opinion of   Jagannath Panda, India seeks for a multipolar Asia to curb the 
infl uence and growth of China and for this purpose, players like Japan and USA 
can be fruitful. 
India’s Act East Policy, as per   K Kesavan, complies with the idea of Free and 
Open Indo - Pacifi c region with the idea of Shinzo Abe as India - Japan being 
the axis of rules-based international order.

Global Partnership
India and Japan through G4 support each other with reciprocity of their entry into  
the UNSC. 
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India and Japan have been frequent in providing constructive aid when it comes  
to humanitarian assistance and provide fi nancial assistance for infrastructure 
development in Africa from time to time. 
Both countries have tried to create a Supply Chain Resilience Initiative, along  
with Australia to ensure that there is no disruption in the Indo - Pacifi c region 
after what happened due to COVID-19 pandemic. 
Being members of QUAD, India and Japan support each other in the cause of  
different pillars provided under this security group. 
In the eyes of   Prof. Roy Chowdhury, India and Japan can involve themselves 
into the Blue Economy to tap Indo - Pacifi c littoral states.

Prof. Roy Chowdhury has also stated for QUAD, “If we presume that technology 
will be the future of the decade and part of the national power of countries, QUAD 
members will try to assert themselves to be a consortium of technological powers.” 

What are the implications of “Look East” Policy on the north eastern region (b)   
of India? (15 Marks) (200 Words)

India’s Look East Policy was formulated during the period of post-Cold War, with 
the aim to establish relations with the Southeast Asian countries, especially the 
ASEAN countries, when PM of India was PV Narsimha Rao. The Look East Policy 
was an attempt to establish close relations with this region which was earlier between 
the Pala and Chola dynasty with these countries. 
However, there lied some impediments related to this policy in the initial stage:

Countries like Indonesia felt that India’s entry into this region may affect the  
balance of power currently present in this arena.
India held the image of being part of the Communist regime of the Soviet Union  
just like Vietnam and was constantly promoted by the USA.
ASEAN members sensed that India may bring defense contours as well. 
Strong Anti-India feelings were still existing among ethnic Chinese living in  
different parts of these countries, especially Singapore.

Yet, as per C Raja Mohan in his article “India’s Geopolitics and Southeast Asian 
Security” India has ensured that India at its initial stages, only brings cultural and 
economic contours in its Look East Policy dimension. 

Impact on North-Eastern Regions:
In the eyes of   Titli Basu, it led to the upliftment and fostering infrastructure 
development in this region, with connectivity in the form of India - Myanmar - 
Thailand trilateral highway, Kaladan Multi-modal transit project, etc. In addition 
to this, it paved the way for Moreh Mandalay bus service as well.
However, due to porous borders North-Eastern regions face a huge amount of  
illicit cross border migration due to the Rohingya crisis which has taken place for 
which Harsh Pant stated that India needs to create a delicate balance between 
Bangladesh and Myanmar by resolving the issue amicably. Also, such migrations 
have led to change in the social landscape with the entry of Bengali Muslims in the 
Bodoland region.
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Hence,   Tridev Singh Maini stated that it is the right time to mature the agenda 
of state governments in the foreign policy to ensure that such problems can get 
eradicated in the stipulated timeline. 
In addition to this, through such policies India has partnered with countries like  
Myanmar to go for operations like Sunrise to eliminate insurgents (Nilanjan 
Marjani in an article “India’s marriage of conveyance with Myanmar” 
East Asia Forum).
North-Eastern region has also become vulnerable due to its border with Myanmar  
which is the part of Golden Crescent, thus paving the way for organized crime 
in the region.

Several infrastructure projects have been completed in recent times like Bogibeel 
Bridge.

Explain the factors which justify India’s claim for a permanent seat at the (c)   
UN Security Council. (20 Marks) (250 Words)

It has been a long debate when it comes to India attaining the permanent status in 
the UN Security Council. For this purpose, several metrics can be observed which are 
as follows:

As per   S Jaishankar, when the idea of UNSC was generated, Western domination 
was existing in the international system which has completely changed today.
India surpassing the UK to become the 5th largest economy in itself displays the  
magnitude of India’s economic powers.
In the opinion of   Ambassador Riva Das Ganguly, India has expanded its soft 
power through Yoga and COVID-19 vaccine diplomacy that has increased India’s 
stature in recent times.
India has been one of those countries that has provided fi nancial assistance to  
countries like Sri Lanka who were seeking an IMF bailout. In addition to this, 
India is the only South Asian country that has not seeked for such a bailout which 
displays the economic resilience a country like India has projected in recent times. 
Due to some instances, it can be stated that South Asia holds an India-centric 
order.
India is the 4th largest country in terms of forex reserves possession and displays  
that India can handle any economic disasters in terms of trade. (Economic Survey 
of India 2021-22 stated that with this amount of forex reserves, India can cover 
its 14 months of import).
India is going to assume the presidency of two big factions, G20 and SCO for which  
former Ambassador Suhasini Haidar stated that India lies in the juxtaposition to 
delicately balance the Western brand of “coalition of democratic setups” sponsored 
by Western groups and “coalition of common goals” by Eurasia.
India has seeked for peaceful co-existence when it comes to aggressions by different  
actors in the international system and also demanded for peaceful resolution 
through platforms like UNGA. Eg: Congo, Korea, Ukraine, etc. In addition to 
this, India has been a key player in terms of peace restoration by being part of the 
UN Peacekeeping Force.
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India’s stature is consolidating its solid footprints in regions like   Southeast Asia, 
West Asia, through its Act East Policy, Look West Policy, etc.
India’s nuclear arsenal due to which it has sought membership in different groups  
like NSG. India has been one of those countries which has utilized nuclear energy for 
the civil domain, which can be refl ected with the US - India Nuclear Agreement, 
Indo - Kazakh Nuclear Deal, India’s Agreement with Namibia.
India has been a major stakeholder to fi ll the power vacuum in several regions as  
stated by Harsh V Pant and Avantika Deb, which gives India a strategic and an 
unique position in the international order.

India has been constantly advocating for rules-based international order for which 
countries like China want a hierarchical international system as quoted by Shyam 
Saran.

How does India - Israel bilateral ties refl ect the autonomy of India’s foreign 8.  (a)  
policy choices? (15 Marks) (200 Words)

India - Israel bilateral ties have reformed since the birth and independence of 
Israel and India which has taken place almost simultaneously on the world map. 
This relation is no less than a perfect example of continuity and change after the 
ties getting consolidated after the post-Cold War era. However, this relation has been 
existing since ancient times with excavations at Tel Megiddo shows evidences of 
Indo-Mediterranean trade relations from mid second millennium BCE between south 
Asia and southern Levant as they prove presence of turmeric, banana, sesame, all 
originating from South Asia.

Autonomy of India’s foreign policy choices:
India has faced the juxtaposition and dilemma to balance the two biggest factions  
of the international system.
Due to this reason, India had to deal with these two factions from time to time  
accordingly which has some repercussions. Eg: USA threatening India for the 
procurement of S-400 defense system.
Hence, Israel as a defense stakeholder gives that option for India to avoid such  
tussles as stated by Bharat Karnad. India has procured many defense equipment 
from Israel, be it Heron drone system, Carbine rifl es, Python-5 BVRAAM, Negev 
NG-7 machine guns, Barak SAM system. Scholars like Samir Patil have stated 
that India has given that coveted support to Israel’s defense industry.
Israel has been a key pillar for India during the initial years of R&AW and it was  
Israel that rendered crucial intelligence information to the Indian army during the 
Kargil War.
In addition to this, India has stepped up its cooperation with Israel that holds  
expertise in agriculture due to the drip irrigation model to understand the modern 
methodology used in this domain. Thus, it can help India to consolidate the notion 
of food security.



MOMENTUM IA
S

31

PSIR UPSC CSE MAINS 2022by: Piyush Chaubey    |    Tel. @Piyushchoubey

https://momentumias.com

MOMENTUM IAS

India since it faces a deep crisis in the coastal region and water as well, India can  
seek support from Israel that has expertise in desalination installation equipment 
to resolve the upcoming water crisis that will generate as per Shrikumar 
Chattopadhyaya.
To expand the contours of India - Israel relations in modern times, India and Israel  
launched a new funding programme of joint academic research with the University 
Grants Commission and the Israel Science Foundation as nodal organizations. 

Israel is no doubt a key pillar in the foundation of India’s Look West Policy.

Discuss the consequences of illegal cross-border migration in India’s north-(b)   
eastern region. (15 Marks) (200 Words)

North-eastern region of India is vulnerable in terms of connectivity, considering the 
Chicken neck corridor with which this region is connected with the hinterland. Due 
to this reason, scholars like Titli Basu, infrastructure development should be given 
priority to ensure that strategic benefi t lies with India.
Another key problem lies with the illicit cross-border migration (one of the key reasons 
is porous borders) which lays several consequences which are as follows:

It changes the entire social landscape of the topography due to the entry of  
immigrants. For example, Bodo tribes are demanding the removal of Bengali 
Muslims that have come from Bangladesh. Even M Amarjeet Singh has stated 
that due to such migration, there is a surge in rising communal tensions. Harsh 
Pant stated that India needs to create a delicate balance between Bangladesh 
and Myanmar by resolving the issue amicably. Also, such migrations have led to 
change in the social landscape with the entry of Bengali Muslims in the Bodoland 
region.
Large areas of forest land were encroached upon by the immigrants for settlement  
and cultivation. The state of Assam experienced a declining percent of land area 
under forest from 39% in 1951-52 to about 30% now.
Immigration has increased pressure on the part of the state government, as the  
government has to increase the expenditure on education and health facilities for 
the immigrants.
There is a fear particularly during a recession that immigrants take jobs which  
would otherwise be taken by local people; in particular places and circumstances 
there can be competition and confl ict.
Northeastern states that share a boundary with Myanmar (part of Golden Crescent)  
also allow these states to face a great amount of organized crime through the 
medium of opium.
Insurgents fi nd it easy due to the porous borders to cross the same and fi nd safe  
haven. (However, India has conducted several operations with countries like 
Myanmar as Operation Sunrise, Nilanjan Marjani, “India’s marriage of 
conveyance with Myanmar”, East Asia Forum)
According to   Udipana Goswami, it also leads to change in socio-economic culture.
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Discuss India’s vision for the New World order in the 21st century. (c)   (20 Marks) 
(250 Words)

An “order” is an organized group of international institutions that help govern the 
interactions among the member states. Orders can also help member states deal 
with nonmembers, because an order does not necessarily include every country in the 
world. Furthermore, orders can comprise institutions that have a regional or a global 
scope. Great powers create and manage orders.
According to George Modelski, “Foreign policy is the system of activities evolved 
by communities for changing the behavior of other states and for adjusting their own 
activities to the international environment….. Foreign Policy must throw light on the 
ways in which states attempt to change, and succeed in changing, the behavior of other 
states.” 
Taking forward the idea of Huge Gibson who stated, “Foreign policy is a well-rounded 
comprehensive plan based on knowledge and experience for conducting the business 
of government with the rest of the world”, today, India faces some of the major issues 
that are existing in the international system:

Countries like   Russia and China are trying to adopt the expansionist policy.
China’s growing power that creates   String of Pearls around India and in the 
entire world that is creating change in power dynamics.
Central Asia  , West Asia, and Indo - Pacifi c becoming hot zones of confl icts 
and quarrels in recent times.
China’s   debt diplomacy through BRI and COVID-19 has generated a domino’s 
effect in many countries who are facing fi nancial crises due to which these countries 
are seeking IMF bailout.
India is in the juxtaposition where it lies between two baskets of “  coalition of 
democratic setup” sponsored by Western domain and “coalition of common 
goals” by Eurasian faction, as quoted by former Ambassador Suhasini 
Haidar.
COVID-19 is also evading the existing   liberal international order and creating 
a sense of hierarchical system and ultra-nationalism, as stated by Shyam 
Saran.

Hence, India has laid down a visionary new world order for the current times through 
following ways:

MEA S Jaishankar   in his book The India Way stated that the entire international 
system should seek to build a new international order that will change the 
power equation by not decreasing the stature of USA, but also allow countries like 
the members of G4 to attain a higher and respectable position.
PM Narendra Modi   has advocated for rules-based international order from time 
to time from public forums like UNGA.
Scholars like   Darshana M Baruah, Jagannath Panda, and Radha Kumar 
stated that the current international system will pave the way for a multipolar 
structure that will allow better inclusivity of power acquisition.
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India has been the   beacon of hope for countries in Africa and Latin American 
regions who bypassed the red-tapes around intellectual patents and properties 
associated with medicines and food security, which has allowed India to increase 
its soft power diplomacy as stated by former Ambassador Riva Das Ganguly.
The current international system should seek for diplomatic resolution of confl icts  
rather than resorting to hard power and military struggle. (Gandhi: An eye for an 
eye makes the whole world blind.)

In addition to this, the Gandhian Talisman can be that key instrument to restore 
peace and ensure better development of underdeveloped regions of the other parts of 
the world. Hence, countries like India should come forward to step up such ideas for 
global peace and stability.

**********


