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Election Commission of India
14th MARCH 2023

Context: The Election Commission of India (EC) 
does not have the jurisdiction to restrict caste-
based political rallies held by political parties 
during non-election period, and nor does it have 
the power to ban such parties from contesting 
subsequent elections.

When can the Election Commission review the 
registration of a party?

In the   Indian National Congress Vs. Institute 
of Social Welfare and Others case, there 
are only three exceptions under which it can 
review the registration of a political party.
The fi rst is in cases where the political party  
in question has obtained registration through 
fraud or forgery. 
The second is where a party changes its  
nomenclature of association, rules and 
regulation abrogating the provisions therein 
conforming to the provisions of Section 29A 
(5) or intimating the Commission that it has 
ceased to have faith and allegiance to the 
Constitution of India or to the principles of 
socialism, secularism and democracy, or it 
would not uphold the sovereignty, unity and 
integrity of India. 
And the third is where no enquiry is called for  
on the part of the Commission - for instance, 
in cases where a registered political party 
had been declared unlawful by the Union 
government under the provisions of the 
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act or any 
other similar law. 

About:

The Election Commission of India, abbreviated  
as ECI is a constitutional body responsible for 

administering elections in India according 
to the rules and regulations mentioned in the 
Constitution of India.
It was established on January 25, 1950.  
The major aim of the election commission of  
India is to defi ne and control the process 
for elections conducted at various levels, 
Parliament, State Legislatures, and the 
offi  ces of the President and Vice President 
of India. 
It can be said that the Election Commission  
of India ensures smooth and successful 
operation of democracy.
According to Article 324 of Indian Constitution,  
the Election Commission of India has 
superintendence, direction, and control of 
the entire process for conduct of elections 
to Parliament and Legislature (state legislative 
assembly & state legislative council) of every 
State and to the offi  ces of President and Vice-
President of India.
Initially, the commission had   only a Chief 
Election Commissioner. 
Presently, it consists of a Chief Election  
Commissioner and two Election 
Commissioners. 
For the fi rst time,   two additional 
Commissioners were appointed on 16th 
October 1989 but they had a very short term 
till 1st January 1990. 
Afterwards, on 1st October 1993 two additional  
Election Commissioners were appointed. 
The concept of multi-member Commission has  
been in operation since then, with decision-
making power by majority vote.
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Appointment and Tenure:

The   President has the power to select the 
Chief Election Commissioner and Election 
Commissioners. 
They have tenure of   six years, or up to the 
age of 65 years, whichever is earlier.
They have the   same status and receive pay 
and perks as available to Judges of the 
Supreme Court of India. 
The Chief Election Commissioner can  
be removed from offi  ce only through 
accusation by Parliament.
Election commissioner or a regional  
commissioner shall not be removed from 
offi  ce except on the recommendation of the 
Chief Election Commissioner.

Advisory & Quasi - Judicial Functions:

Under the Constitution, the   Commission also 
has advisory jurisdiction in the matter of post-
election ineligibility of sitting members of 
Parliament and State Legislatures.
Additionally, the   cases of persons found 
guilty of dishonest practices at elections 
which come before the Supreme Court 
and High Courts are also referred to the 
Commission for its opinion on the question as 

to whether such person shall be disqualifi ed 
and, if so, for what period. 
The   judgment of the Commission in all such 
matters is binding on the President or, as the 
case may be, the Governor to whom such 
opinion is tendered.
The Commission has the power to   prohibit 
a candidate who has failed to lodge an 
account of his election expenses within the 
time and in the manner set by law.
The Commission has also the   power to remove 
or reduce the period of such disqualifi cation 
as also other disqualifi cations under the law.

Administrative Powers:

Decide the territorial areas of the electoral  
constituencies throughout the country on 
the basis of the Delimitation Commission Act 
of Parliament.
Organize and periodically amend electoral  
rolls and to register all qualifi ed voters.
Inform the dates & schedules of election  
and to scrutinize the nomination papers.
Grant recognition to political parties &  
allot election symbols to them.
Act as a court for settling disputes   related 
to granting of recognition to political parties 
and allotment of election symbols to them.
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One Rank One Pension
14th MARCH 2023

Context: The Supreme Court on Monday directed 
the Ministry of Defence (MoD) to fi le a three-
page note specifying the exact quantum of 
arrears due to be paid under the One Rank One 
Pension (OROP) scheme, while noting that it is 
“sad” that four lakh retired defense personnel 
have already died waiting for their pension.

What is One Rank One Pension (OROP)?

OROP implies that   uniform pension be paid 
to the Armed Forces Personnel retiring 
in the same rank with the same length of 
service regardless of their date of retirement.
OROP   implies bridging the gap between the 
rate of pension of the current pensioners and 
the past pensioners at periodic intervals.
It narrows the gap of pay that was existing  
earlier with same rank offi  cers.
It augments and drives army personnel with  
their duty, considering the pay has enhanced 
in recent times.
The pensions are   revised every fi ve years.

Committees: 

High Level Committee on problems of Ex- 
Servicemen - 1984 (KP Singh Dev Committee): 
The Committee recommended that the 
Government should consider the issue of ‘One 
Rank One Pension’ particularly in the light of 
the principle, which has been already established 
with respect to the pension of judges of the 
Supreme Court and the High Courts. 
The 4th Central Pay Commission:   The 
Commission observed that it is diffi  cult 
to accept the suggestion for equalization 
of pension. Moreover, this would involve 
considerable administrative and accounting 

work without conferring any uniform benefi ts 
to various categories of pensioners.
High Level Empowered Committee - 1991  
(Sharad Pawar Committee): No specifi c 
recommendation on the issue of ‘One Rank 
One Pension’ was given by the Committee. 
5th Central Pay Commission:   The Commission 
did not recommend grant of ‘One Rank One 
Pension’ by stating that every Pay Commission 
gives certain benefi ts in pay which are over 
and above the impact of infl ation, either due 
to upgradation of recruitment qualifi cations or 
change in job contents.
Inter-Ministerial Committee:   An Inter-
Ministerial Committee was set up by the 
Department of Pension and Pensioners’ 
Welfare to consider the demand of ‘One Rank 
One Pension’. The Committee, in its report 
submitted, did not favor grant of ‘One Rank 
One Pension’.
Group of Ministers:   A Group of Ministers 
(GOM) was set up in January 2005 by the 
Government to look into this demand. GOM 
did not recommend ‘One Rank One Pension’. 
6th Central Pay Commission:   The 6th Pay 
Commission has also not recommended One 
Rank One Pension.
Rajya Sabha Petition Committee:   Rajya 
Sabha Petition Committee in its 142nd 
Report stated that the Government should 
implement ‘One Rank One Pension’ in the 
Defence Forces across the board. 
Cabinet Secretary Committee (2012):  
The Committee did not recommend 
implementation of ‘One Rank One Pension’, 
however, it recommended various other ways 
to enhance pension of past retirees.
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One Rank One Pension

Economic Survey 2022-23 Pension- 2 Lac Cr.

Higher Transfer Payment

Higher Revenue De�cit

Higher Fiscal De�cit

More Borrowings

Higher Debt to GDP Ratio

More Budgetary Outlay for Interest Payments

Less for Physical & Social Infrastructure

Low Human Capital Formation

Low Asset Values

Low Income

Low Revenue for Government
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Same Sex Marriage
14th MARCH 2023

Context: The Law Minister said that the Union 
government is not “disturbing” the personal 
freedom and activities of an individual, but the 
institution of marriage is a matter of policy.

Civil Unions:

The offi  cial acceptance of same sex couples is  
not by marriages, but through civil unions or 
associations.
It is considered as one of the more common  
alternatives. 
Civil union regulations have been   enforced 
in many United States of America before 
homosexual marriage was allowed in the 
United States, many Latin American and 
European countries, Australia and New 
Zealand. 
In these states,   various models of civil unions 
were introduced.
The advantage of this model, at least for  
religious purposes, is that it faces less 
opposition and avoids the acerbic debate 
about whether ‘marriage’ is heterosexual 
necessarily. 
This was also the fi rst to move toward  
recognizing partnerships of the same race. 

It is   unfair to allow civil unions the privilege 
of excluding equal-sex marriages, as a class 
of people were given only a choice which has 
an intrinsically lower status than marriage.

Arguments Against:

Some   don’t consider it normal because they 
can’t replicate babies.
The   culture is built on marriage and 
partnership of men and women. 
The structure of civilization was created to be  
held intact. This violates the rules of the land 
used for thousands of years and centered on 
the commandments.

Arguments for:

Right to marry cannot be withheld   from a 
section of people based solely on their sexual 
orientation. 
Hindu Marriage Act  , Foreign Marriage Act 
and Special Marriage Act do not recognize 
same sex marriages.
India’s top court decriminalised homosexuality  
in 2018 by scrapping a colonial-era ban on 
gay sex.

Argentina Australia Austria Belgium Brazil Canada Chile

Colombia Costa Rica Denmark France Germany Ireland New Zealand

Norway Portugal Slovenia Switzerland United Kingdom United States of America

COUNTRIES THAT ALLOW SAME SEX MARRIAGE
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